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7 E candid reader, who ſball be pleaſed to per- 
uſe the following eſſay, is deſired to take notice, 
that as the di i/courſe itſelf is not of the argumenta- 
tive kind, it is taken for granted, as a prelimina- 
ry maxim, That the grand deftrines of Chriſtianity 
were actually revealed to the church of the Jews 
lng before the commencement of the New-Tefta- 
ment oeconomy, though in « darker manner, It is 
true, there are ſome who affect to call this truth in 
queſtitn, and yet pretend to be the friends of a di- 
vine revelation ; but with what ſincerity, it is net 
difficult to perceive. For to ſuppoſe that the goſpel 
is a new invention, and hatched in the age of the 
apoſtles, or that the religion of Fews and Chriſtians 
are entirely different, is fignally injurious to them 
both: for as a living creature, when cut in tuo, 
will ſeem at firſt to preſerve ſome faint remains of 
life in both its parts, but in a ſbort time will total- 
ly expire; ſo if the true religion is cut aſunder, and 
the faith of Fews and Chriſtians be wholly ſevered 
and detached from one another, inſtead of having one 
religion of Jews, and another of Chriſtians, we ſball 
in reality have no true religion at all ſurviving, But 
we do net propoſe ſo much as to enter on any diſpute 
on this head, as the following treatiſe was not in- 
tended by the author, either for the conuictian In- 
fidels, or for the confutation of falſe opinions, but 
for the edification of them who have obtained precious 
Faith. Such perfons it will not be difficult to per 
ſuade, that in the law were exhibited the ſbadau 
a. 2 Q 
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N N things to come, but the body is of Chriſt “. 


70 exhibit a compendious view of the perſIns, e- 
peaks, ordinances, and things, that the auther ap- 


SPrehended were figurative of the perſon and media- 


tion of the Son of God, is the deſign of the firft 


part of the following ſtriftures. For though there 


are ſome bo;ks on this ſubject already publiſhed in eur 
language, it muſt be ned, they are far from 
being judiciouſly executed. The looſeneſs of their 
metbed, and inaccuracy of their flile, are perhaps 
rhe true reaſons they are ſo much neglected, and '/s 


little known. For the theme they treat of, if pro- 


'perly handled, might, one ſhould think, recommend 
2#/elf to a more univerſal peruſal, than they have 
bitherto obtained. 


3 r cannot be refuſed, that the doftrinal ſyſtem 
the author has choſen to follow in this ſmall work, 
though once refuted orthodox in the Proteſtant 
Churches, is now fallen into great contempt with 
many, who ſuftain themſelves great judges of ſenti- 
ment and compoſition. But if this little treatiſe is 
accepted with the ſaints, (if the wits will pardon 
the expreſſion ), the cenſures of others need not ex- 
cite either anxiety or ſurprize, For ſo long as the 
devil is ſuffered to deceive the paſſions, and ſo long 
as. the heart is unconvinced of ſin, we may aſſure 
ourſelves the doftrines of complete juſtification and 


* For the diſplay and confirmation of this argn- 
ment, that the goſpel was emblematically preached, 
and Chriſt in a figure exhibited in theſe uſages prac- 
tiſed by the ancient Jews, I do, with great pleaſure, 


 -refer to that admirable book, intitled, Theron and 


Aſpaſi , Dialog. 3. verlaft Ba 
everla l 
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everiafting acceptance with God, by the righteouſ< 
neſs of Immanuel, freely imputed to wretched ſin- 
ners, and of ſanctification of heart, newneſs of life, 
through the power of the bleſſed Spirit, will meet 
with oppoſution. 


SOME have concerved an invincible averſion te 
all allegories of every kind, on account of the ridi- 
culous and diſtorted fancies, the falſe, miſbapen 

gloſſes of ſcripture, of which, it muſt be confeſſed, 
the humour of allegorizing, not properly reftrained, 
has been exceeding fertile. To hunt for allegories 
every where, and to labour at giving a myſtical 
turn to theſe paſſages of holy writ that are the mot 
plain and literal, indicates a vitiated taſte," that 
nauſeates wholeſome food. Many of the ancient fa- 
thers have been guilty of this fault; and eſpecially 
Origen, a man of an extraordinary genius, has bern 
not unjuſtly blamed on this account, Fea, {ome mex 
have carried the humour of allegorizing to ſuch an 
oxorbitant pitch, as to rummage the Heathen my- 
thology itſelf for the ſacred truths of religion, and 
allegorize even that moſt empty book, the Metamor- 
phoſes of Ovid, But though ſome have tranſgreſſed 
all bounds of ſobriety in their myſtic inter pretatians, 
we muſt not immediately diſcard all figurative ſenſcs 
of the ſcripture, however diſcreetly inveftigated. 
For at this rate we behoved not only to condemn the 
infallible apoſtle. of the Gentiles, but alſo 7ejus Chriſt 
himſelf, who compares himſelf to the manna, to the 
brazen ſerpent, and to Jonab in the belly of the 
fiſb. 


IN order to ſettle the proper limits »f all gericgl 
interpretation, two things mujt be ebſerved; which 
eur auther, in the curſe of this wark, „fc £2 
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flirred up to bite and devour one another. 
is here adminiſtered to increaſe the flame, cr keep a- 
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have clhſely kept in view. Firſt, It is neceſſarily 
required, to make a proper divine allegory, type, or 
figure, that there be a reſemblance, leſs or more, 
betwixt the literal hiſtory, perſon, or thing, 
and the ſpiritual doctrine, truth, or myſtery, 
which is ſuppoſed to be repreſented. Secondly, 
There muſt be ſome good reaſon to think, that this 
reſemblance is not merely caſual, or the child of 
fancy, but actually intended by the Holy Ghoſt. And 
where-ever both theſe handles preſent themſelves, 
due care ſbould be taken not to train the ſubject be- 
yond the bounds of a juft and reaſonable compariſon, 
left, inſtead ef following: the clue, we ftretch it till 


| it breaks. 


IN this age of diſputes, it muſt doubtleſs be a 
conſiderable recommendation of a performance, when 
the reader is informed, that while the author dif- 


covers the moſt zealous attachments to the cauſe of 


truth, and appears a devoted champion of the evan- 
gelical doctrines, be is careful not to lay a diſpro- 
portionate fireſs upon any thing by which one Chri- 
ftian may be diſtinguiſhed from another. Profeſſing 


Chriſtians agreed in many things; agreed in laying 


Jeſus Chriſt the one and only foundation of preſers 
holineſs and future happineſs, are not here taught or 
No otl 


wake the conflagration of animoſity and diſpute, 
which have ſo lang. and ſo ſadly difturbed the peace, 
and hindered the union of the profeſſed friends of the 
truth as it is in Jeſus : nor are any problematical 
queſtions here determined with authoritative airs, 
that may be new bone of contention ia the church. 
Theſe are employments, whoever are engaged m 
EL them, 
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them, and whatever be their motives and pretences, 
our author held in the greateſt abhorrence. 


THE conciſeneſs, the propriety, the energy 
with which the ſeveral important and intereſting 
ſubjects here taken into conſideration are treated, 
will, I perſuade myſelf, both entertain and edify 
the intelligent reader, delight his taſte, while his 
judgment is informed, his beart improved, and his 
practice directed. 


IN order to remove theſe fuſpicions which often 
ariſe. concerning the authenticity of poſthumous 
works, I think it incumbent on me to acquaint the 
public, that the following ſheets contain the ſubſtance 
of what the author eriginally compoſed and delivered 
from the pulpit in the form of ſermons. To contract 
the force and ſpirit of a ſubject into a ſmall compaſs, 
and exhibit it to the mind in one clear and eaſy view, 
was a branch of ſtudy he had a peculiar delight in, 
Therefore though his diligence and accuracy in pre- 
paring for his public appearances were rare and 
uncommon, he frequently employed his leiſure mo- 
ments in digeſting his ſermons, after they had been 
preached, into the form of little efſays. This me- 
thod he purſurd, with particular application and aſ- 

ſiduity, with regard to the whale of theſe diſcourſes 
he made on the types, figures, and allegories of the 

Od Teftament. 


HIS deſign on theſe heads being completed in the 
form and dreſs in which it now appears, he began to 
enter tain ſerious thoughts of offering it to the pu- 
blic. This engaged him to review and examine the 
whole with a critical attention, and to make ſuch al. 
terations 
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terations and improvements as appeared neceſſary, 
in the view of gratifying a further aim at public 
ſervice . Thus prepared and correfed, be was 
pleaſed, amidht the familiarities of our long and in- 
timate friendſbip, to indulge me with the peruſal of 
the manuſcript. I read it with eagerneſs and de- 
tight. Such inſtructive, animating, and evange- 
lical compoſitions, ſeemed to me finely calculated, un- 
der a divine bleſſing, to be productive conſider- 


J able good. I could not therefore forbear urging up- 
U on the author an immediate publication of ſo excel- 
* lent a work. After farther con ſiderat ion, and 


. Freſb applications to a throne of grace, for that wiſ- 
i dom which is profitable to direct, he became reſolved. 


IN a ſbert time, coming to Edinburgh on ano- 
ther account, he ſettled every thing with the gen» 
tlemen who are now the publiſbers, relative to the 
printing of it. The manuſcript he left in my hands, 
except « few ſheets that he propoſed to carry home 
with him, and take under a repeated peruſal. At 
Leith, on his way home, he was ſuddenly taken ill. 
His diſerder ſoon iſſued in a moſt violent fever, 
is which put an end to his life, in the twenty-eight 
| year of his age, and ſeventh of his miniſtry. 


F e Ee 44. _= 


HE was truly a moſt accompliſhed and amiable 
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* In December 1758, Mr M*Ewen publiſhed an 
ordination ſermon, intitled, The great matter and 
end of goſpel-preaching, from 2 Cor. iv. 5. A ge- 
neral ſatisfaction was expreſſed by all who were pre- 
ſent at the delivery of this ſermon, And it has been 
much eſteemed by many who have read it, not only 
on account of the evangelical ſtrain of doctrine that 
runs through it, but alſo on account of the clear, ner- 
vous, and patketic marner cf his addreſs, 
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perſon; and if the Lord had been pleaſed to ſpare 
him, it is very likely he would foon have roſe high 
in the public eſteem, on account of his growmg 
worth and abilities, But as my preſent buſineſs 
is only to ſatisfy the public with regard to the 
progreſs the author himſelf had made towards the 
publication of this work before his death, in order to 
aſcertain the authenticity of it, and not to write an 
account of his life, or delineate his character, I muſt 
beg leave to refer the reader to that public deſcrip 
tion given of him in the Edinburgh newſpapers. im- 
mediately after his death, which may be ſeen at the 


bottom of the page. 3 


* AT Leith died of a ſudden illneſs, on the 12th 
inſtant, the Reverend Mr William M*Ewen miniſter 
of the goſpel at Dundee. A good genius, a. clear 
head, a lively fancy, cultivate by a liberal education, 
iniproven by cloſe ſtady, and enlarged by an early 
acquaintance with real and vital religion, laid the 
foundation of that amiable, important, and uſeful 
character he maintained throughout the whole courſe 
of his miniſtry. Courteous and condeſcending,*meek 
and humble in his own eyes, far from affecting hu- 
man applauſe, he aimed at an object infinitely more 
noble, the honour that cometh from God: alone, 
which made him both faithful and diligent in his holy 
vocation, Conciſeneſs of method, and perſpicuity 
of ſtile, added to a ſolidity of judgment, rendered 
his preaching equally inſtructive to the wiſe, and in- 
telligible to the ignorant. Warm with zeal for God, 
and compaſſion for men, his conſtant ende avour was, 
to diſplay the amiable excellencies of the incarnate 
Redeemer to the needy ſouls of periſhing ſinners. 
Not neglecting in his own conduct what he recom- 
mended to the practice of others, his life was a fair 

| and 
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THE publication hath been delayed fo lng . 
ter his death, that it may perhaps ſeem ade, 
te make ſome apology for that delay. But it would Þ 
be tedious te enumerate a variety of ee 4 5 
which have concurred to occaſion it. 9 


IT is now requiſite to give ſome account of theſe 
papers that compeſe the laſt part of this volume, in- 
zitled, Thoughts on various Subjects. Here ju- 
Alice to the author requires it to be publicly owned, 

that he never manifeſted his intention of publiſhing i 
theſe compoſitions, ſo far as I know, or have heard. i 
They had been compeſed in the way related above, 
and have been ſelected, from among a multiplicity 
of other papers, which were found in his ſtudy af. 
ter his death. They were all fairly tranſcribed il 
From the ſhort-hand copy by his own hand. The at- 
tentive reader will clearly diſcern in every one of 
them, lively traces of the flile and ſpirit of the form- 
er work. The whole undeubtedly appears under 
conſiderable diſaduantages fer want. of the author: 
finiſbing band: and it is not to be expected, but that 
even what was prepared and intended fer the preſs, 
will bear theſe imperſections inſeparable from peſt- 
humous works, However, I can aſſure the reader, 
that not one ſentiment of the author * been either 
changed or ſuppreſſed. 


MAY the God of all power follow the whole with 
bis bleſſing, give it an extenſive ſpread, and make 
it a poliſbed ſbaft in bis quiver, for diffuſing the ſa- 
if vour of true religion. Amen. 
and beautiful tranſcript of his doctrine. Cut down 
in the prime of life and public uſefulneſs, his death is 


univerſally lamented as a ſevere and afflicting loſs to 
his friends, his congregation, and the church of ou 
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Typical Perſons. 


I. Criſt and Adam compared, 


Fn almighty Creator had now finiſhed the 


univerſal frame of nature, He ſaw rhe 

heavens ſhining in all their glory, he be- 
held the earth ſmiling in all her beauty: the fea 
Was ſtocked with fiſh, the air with fowls, the field 
with beaſts. But ſtill the maſterpiece of this in- 
ſerior world was wanting, a creature endued with 
6 reaſon, of upright ſtature, and qualified at once to 
rule over the reſt of the creation, and correſpond 
with his Creator. And the Lord God formed man 
ce of the duſt of the ground, and breathed into his 


y e noſtrils the breath of life, and he became a living 
* ſoul *. Thus far we are told by the Hebrew law- 
giver, And we are further informed by the great 

e apoſtle of the Gentiles, that this firſt man, whoſe name 

4 was Adam, was the type or figure of ** him that 

was to come .“ For aught we know, it might not 

1 ſo much. as enter into the heart of Adam to conceive 

E of this divine myſtery 3 and Moſes himſelf, the in- 

8 ſpired penman of that truly ancient and authentic 

- hiſtory, might not perhaps adrert to it. But ſince 

n God hath revealed it to us by his Spirit, let us at- 

5 _ teri where the reſemblance lies, of the firſt to the 

bl 4 

Gen. li. 7 1 Nou. v. 14. 


A ſecond 
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ſecond Adam; which we ſhall obviouſly find, whe. | 
ther we view him as the firſt man, the firſt father, 
the firſt lord, the firſt huſband, or the firſt covenant- 
head. And let us learn to contemplate the glory of | 
that illuſtrious perſon who was ſo early typified, | 
while we admire the depth of God's foreknowledge, 
in ordering matters ſo, that the hiſtory of the firſt 
man, who was of the earth, and earthly, was a prophe- 
cy of the ſecond man, who is the Lord from heaven. 


To begin with the creation of our general ance- | 
ſtor. Adam was the firſt man in the world of na- | 
ture, who being formed out of the duſt of the ground, 
by the immediate hand of his Creator, was without 
father, and without mother, and, in a ſenſe pecu- 
liar to himſelf, is called the ſor of God ®, He was 
alſo a creature perfectly new, to whom there was no- 
thing like, and nothing equal, among all the viſible 
works of God; for his perſon, conſiſting of a viſible 
body, and an inviſible ſoul, was made after the 
image, and in the likeneſs of God, which chiefly con- 
ſiſts in knowledge, righteouſneſs, and holineſs. Now, 
ſure it is not difficult to perceive, .that all theſe cha- 
raters exactly agree to the ſecond man, who is the 
firſt-born among many brethren in the world of 
grace, —without father as man, — without mother as 
God. His body was formed (not indeed of the duſt 
of the ground, but in a manner equally unexampled 
and miraculous) of the virgin's ſubltance, by the im- 
mediate power of God; and ſo ſoon as a reaſonable 
ſoul was united to it, in the womb of the virgin, both 
were, that very moment, aſſumed into the divine perſon 
of the Son, wherefore, in all propriety, that holy thing 
which was born of her, was called the Son of Godt; 


* Luke ui, ult. + Chap. i. 35 


Or, 


Chriſt and Adam compared, 3 


or, to uſe the expreſſion of an Old- Teſtament prophet, 
was „a new thing created in the earth *,” In the man 
Chriſt Jeſus is found more of the divine likeneſs than 
all the ſaints, than all the holy angels can dare to 
boaſt, For which of them have been called at a- 
« ny time, the brightneſs of the Father's glory, and 
© the expreſs image of his perſon? or to which ct 
© them has he ſaid, Thou art my Son, this day have 
&« ] begotten thee +?” Adam, indeed, might reſem- 


ble his Creator, as the image en the coin reſembles 


the king upon the throne ; but Jeſus Chriſt reſem- 
bles God, as the prince and heir to the crown reſem- 
bles his royal father, being not only like him, but 
of the ſame nature and ſubſtance with him. And 
though all ſimilitudes muſt be infinitely defective in 
ſhadowing forth the conſtitution of Immanuel's per- 
ſon—the union of Adam's ſoul and body is perhaps 
the beſt natural emblem of it we can expect to find, 
Nor does it ſeem unlawful for us to aſſiſt our concep- 
tion of this high myſtery by this natural union, in- 
aſmuch as the Holy Ghoſt himſelf, in the ſcriptures 
of the New Teſtament, ſeems to allude unto it, when 
he calls his humanity the fe/h, and his divinity the 
ſpirit, In the former he was manifeſted, in the lat- 
ter he was juſtified 1. In the one he was put to 
death, and in the other he was quickened . If the 
conſtitution of the firſt Adam's perſon was a wonder- 
ful myſtery in nature, the conſtitution of the ſecond 
Adam's perſon is no leſs an incomprehenſible myſtery 
of grace. 


As Adam was the firſt man that God created, ſo 
he was the firſt father and progenitor of all other 


Fer. xxxi. 22. 1 Heb. i. 3. 5. 
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men, who are every one born in his image as they 
come into the world of nature, and breathe the vital 
air, Juſt ſo, from Jeſus Chriſt, the everlaſting Fa- 
ther, all who come into the world of grace derive 
their ſpiritual being ; his image they bear “, and 
from him“ the whole family in heaven and in earth 
is named +,” Though here alſothere is a conſider- 
able diſparity betwixt the earthly man and the heaven- 
iy Adam. The firſt man is not the immediate, but the 
remote father of our fleſh ;—for ** one generation 
„ goes, ard another comes: but Jeſus Chriſt is 
the immediate Father of all his ſaints, who in every 
age receive from him the light of life, as the ſilver 
moon, and all the ſparkling ſtars, draw light imme- 
diately from the ſun, the fountain of the day. The 
„ firit Adam,” as Moſes relates, „was made a li- 
„ virng foul 1, chat he might convey a natural life 
to them who had not received it: but“ the ſecond 
% Adam,” as the apoſtle declares, ©* was made a 
* quickening fpirit,” to impart a ſpiritual life to 
them who had loſt it, and were dead in treſpaſſes and 
hrs; and at the reſurrection of the juſt to quick- 
en alſo their mortal bod.es. For as in Adam all 
die, fo in Chriſt ſhall all be made alive.“ 


Oxcz more; Adam was the firſt lord and king 
of the world. ** Being made a little lower than the 
angels, he was crowned with glory and honour, 
** He had dominion over the works of God's hands; 
and all things were put under his feet: all ſheep 
„and oxen, the beaſts of the field, and what- 
«« ſoever pai ih through the paths of the ſeas |.” 
Eat, alas! the demicicn of this lord of the inferior 


® 1 Cor, wii. 9. +: Es. iu. 15. 


Unt . RE RY RS EI FS 
creation 


Ms &f & — 1 


oY 


n 


8 1 
r 


as} bas. As. - . 
e aw , 3 8 N 8 
e 8 n Vn I . : — n 
. h | RAP: * L 8 


Chrift and Adam compared. 7 


creation was ſhort-lived ; for“ being in honour, be 
« continued not *,” Nevertheleſs, in the perſon 
of Jeſus Chriſt, God-man, the primeval ſovereignty 
of the human nature is moſt amply reſtored ; for 
© he is made head over all things unto his body the 
« church, both in the heights and depths rf.“ The 
juriſdiction of Adam, though wide, was not univerſal g 
but the kingdom of ſeſus Chriſt ruleth over all, He 
can, if he pleaſes, extinpuiſly the ſtars and the ſun, 
which ſhine by his permiſſion. And“ of his govern» 
© ment and peace there (hall be no end .“ 


Now let us come to the marriage of our great 
progenitor, God ſaw it was not good for man to be 
alone ||: he caſts him into a deep ficep, opens his 
ſide, takes from him a rib, by his creative power he 
Torms a woman out of it, cloſes the wound, preſents 
the newly formed creature to her huſband, who be- 
ing awaked, knew what was done unto him, ani 
with wonder acknowledged chis laſt and beit gift o£ 
Heaven, to be bone of his bone, and fleſh of his flet>. 
For this cauſe”, ſays the facred hiſtorian, “ thall 
** a man leave his father and mother, and cleave unto 
„his wife 5.“ Now, may we be allowed to allego- 
7e this real hiſtory? Does not the apoltle ſeem to 
ſay, that this is ſpoken of Chriſt and the church ** ? 
Let us modeſtly purſue the allegory a little. The 
ſecond Adam, that he might give life aad being to 
his beloved ſpouſe, the church, the mather of al 
that are truly living, was content to fleep the fleen 
of death. This ſleep of death was not the eFect 
of nature, for he died not of old age or tcknets ; bor 
he was voluntarily catt into it, and was delivered b. 
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the determinate counſel and foreknowledge of God to 
de crucified and ſlain. His fide was opened with a 
ſpear, and from the gaping wound came water and 
blood, that he might ſanctify and cleanſe, and pre- 
ſent * to himſelf a glorious church, not having ſpot 
or wrinkle, or any ſuch thing “.“ By this ſleep of 
death, into which he was caſt, he becomes at once 
her huſband and her father; for the is a part of 
himſelf, of his body, of his fleſh, and of his bones}. 
When he awaked at his reſutrection, his wounds 
were healed ; he found himſelf a glorious conquer- 
or; he ſaw the travel of his ſoul, and was ſatisfied, 
He acknowledges the re:ation, and betrothes her to 
himfelt for ever in loving-kindneſs, in mercies, and 
in faithfulneſs. A bloody ſpouſe was the church to 
thee, O dying Redeemer ! So matchleſs was his love, 
he left his Father and his mother to cleave to his un- 
worthy bride —left his Father in heaven, when he 
came from thence into this lower world, and con- 
ſented to be forſaken for a ſeaſon—left his mother 
on earth, when he aſcended on high as the Captain 
of ſalvation. He left the bleſſed virgin that bare him 
to provide for herſelf; he left the church of the 
Jews, although his mother church, that he might 
cleave unto the Gentile church, gathered out of all 
nations. 


LasTLyY, Adam was the firſt covenant head and 
public repreſentative, It is true, the hints of this tranſ- 
action are but ſparingly given in the book of Geneſis. 
However, the truth of it is clearly evinced from the 
tenor of divine revelation, and it is evident, that before 
the law was given by Moſes, a law was given to A- 
Cam, becauſe death reigned from Adam to Moſes, and 
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there behoved to be a law by which this death did 
reign, For, as the inſpired apoſtle argues with the 
greateſt force of reaſon, . ſin is not imputed where 
« there is no law *,” Was there then a law before 
the covenant of Sinai ? It was ſurely none other 
but the law of works, which God gave to the ſirſt 
man, in whom, as their covenant- head, his poſteri- 
ty were either to ſtand or fall. Full well we know 
the doleful event.“ But as by one man's diſobe- 
© dience many were made ſinners: ſo by the obe- 
* dience of one, ſhall many be made righteous F.” 
The firſt Adam through pride diſobeyed the molt ea- 
ſy precept, and the laſt Adam obeyed the moſt diffi- 
cult commandment. The firſt Adam, being a man, af- 
fected to be as God: the ſecond Adam, being God, was 
found in faſhion as a man, The firſt Adam was aſ- 
ſaulted by the devil in paradiſe, and was overcome : the 
ſecond Adam was tempted in the wilderneſs, by the 
ſame malicious ſpirit, but he was a conqueror. The 
firſt Adam breaking the law in one point, was guilty 
of all: the laſt Adam obſerving it in every point, did 
magnify and make it honourable. The moment we 
become the children of Adam by natural generation, 
we die, for a fin which we could not perſonally com- 
mit: the moment we become the children of 
Chriſt by regeneration, we are made alive, by a 
righteouſneſs which we could not actually work out, 
In Adam we are condemned for one fin ; but in Chriſt 
we are juſtified from innumerable offences, la the 
firſt book of the Bible we have a melancholy relation, 
how the firſt Adam was ſo far from being able to 
tranſmit life and happineſs to his poſterity, or to give 
them to eat of the tree of life, that himlelf was dri- 
yen out from the terreſtrial paradiſe, and debarred 
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from all acceſs to that ſacramental tree : but in the | 
laſt book of the ſacred oracles, we are preſented with | 
a view of the ſecond Adam, in a far more glorious | 
place than that happy garden, and hear him declaring 
from his own mouth, „To him that overcometh, 
* will I give to eat of the tree of life, that is in the 
*« midit of the paradiſe of God “.“ 


Fo ever bleſſed be the glorious name of God, that 
what the firſt Adam could not keep, the ſecond hath 
amply reſtored to us: For as in Adam {in hath 
«« reigned unto death; ſo grace hath reigned through 
© righteouſneſs unto eternal life, by Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord :“ who is not only come that we 
might have life, but that we might have it more a- 
« bundantly 4.“ 


II. The hiſtory of Neah. 


Har Noah was a figure of Jeſus Chriſt, ſeems 
8 & not obſcurely hinted in his very name given 
him by his religious father, not without prophetic 
inſtinct. It ſignifies reſt, comfort, and, as ſome have 
obſerved, grace, when its letters are a little tranſ- 
poſed, So Chriſt is our conſolation, our reit, and 
by him grace reigns unto eternal life, Of him we 


may truly ſay with the ſtricteſt propriety, “ This 


* ſame ſhall comfort us concerning our work and 
* toil of our hands .“ Noah * was a juſt man, 
« and perfect in his generations, and walked with 
*« God,” when the wickedneſs of men was grown to 
the molt exorbitant height, and all feſh had cor- 


* Nev. ii. 7. 7 Rom. v. 21. Þ fohn x. 10. 
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rupted 
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rupted their way. He dared to be good, when all 
were turned degenerate; and, fearleſs of reproach 
or violence, he admoniſhed them of their wicked 
ways, preaching righteouſneſs in their aſſemblies “. 
30 Chriſt preſerved his integrity in every the ſmalleſt 
inſtance, in an evil and adulterous generation, preach- 
ing what he practiſed, with not unlike ſucceſs to 
Noah. For it is written of him in the pſa:ms, «1 
* have preached righteouſneſs in the great congrega- 
« tion: lo, I have not refraincd my lips, O Lord, 
„ thou knoweſt F.“ In ſome ſeaſons of the Almigh- 
ty's vengeance, we are informed, that the righteouſ- 
neſs of Noah, Danicl, and Job, could not deliver a 
ſinning people, nor yet their neareſt relations, from 
the lifted ſtroke F. Truly Noah, though righteous, 
could not by his righteouſneſs avert the waters of the 
flood, But the righteouſneſs of our adorable Redeem- 
er is of ſuch infinite value and perfection, as to deli- 
ver from death an innumerable multitude of tranſ- 
greſſors. x 


Bur let us chiefly conſider that memorable hiſtory 
of Noah, his preparing an ark for the ſaving of his 
houſe, the antitype of which remarkable event, we 
are informed Ly the apoſtle Peter, is © our being ſa- 
ved by baptiſm (not the putting away of the hlth 
*© of the fleſh, but the anſwer of a good conſcience 
towards God) by the reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt |, 
The long-ſuffering of God was now tired out, and 
uis Spirit ceaſed to ſtrive with rebellious men, whom 
all means had proved ineffectual to reclaim. The 
Ume was come when the threatened vengeance was to 
deſcend with reſiſtleſs fury. Noah, being long before 
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warned of God, had prepared an ark againſt the ap- 
proaching deluge : for he believed God; and being 
moved with fear, he obeyed the commandment of the 
Lord. He deſpiſed the jeers of the unbelieving | 
world, and conſidered not the huge difficulties he be- 
hoved to ſurmount, before he could get a veſſel con- 
ſtructed, of ſuch bulk as would contain in its capa- 
cious hold, all forts of beaſts and birds, together 
with their neceſſary proviſions, for ſo long a time as | 
he was to be there a priſoner, That God who com- 
manded him, that God in whom he beliered, and 
whom he feared, enabled him alſo both to begin and 
finiſh. The ſhip is built, the cargo is taken in, the 
flood comes, and the waters prevail above the talleſt 
trees, and loftieſt mountains. The ſinful race of 
men is buried in a watery grave. But the ark, the 
peculiar care of Heaven, though without helm or 
malt, rides triumphant over the foaming billows, is 
preſerved from daſhing on the craggy rocks, or foun- 
dering in the mighty waters. At length a dove, 
ferching in her mouth an olive-leaf “, informs the 
inhabitants of the ark, that the waters were abated, 
They are at laſt releaſed from their tedious conſine- 
ment. The venerable patriarch, overwhelmed with 
gratitude for ſuch a wonderful preſervation amidſt 
the howling waſte, ſacrifices unto the Lord, who ſmells 
a ſavour of reſt ꝓ, and renews with him his gracious co- 
venant, that he will no more curſe the ground for man's 
ſake. A glorious rainbow is feen over his head ſtamp- 
ing the clouds {, which from that time became a peace- 
ful ſign that the waters ſhall never more cover the face 
of the earth; and though the waves ſhould toſs them- 
ſelves againſt the ſandy ſhores, that they ſhall never 
prevail. Who ſees not, in this whole tranſaction, a 
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.| | lively picture of the method of our ſalvation by Je- 
„os Chriſt from a far more dreadful flood, that ſhall, 


er? In Jeſus Chriſt we have the antitype of Noah, 
Wboth floating in the ark, ſtanding at the altar, and 
; compaſſed with the rainbow. Indeed he is at once 
the ark that ſaves us from the floods of divine wrath, 
nme ſacrifice that atones the incenſed juſtice of God, 
and the rainbow that makes our clouds of every ſort 
to wear ſweet ſmiles, Though Noah's ark, and ſa- 
Wcrifice, and rainbow, were things different from him- 
elf, and from one another, in Jeſus Chriſt they are 
1 all conjoined. 


Wuar mortal wit would have contrived ſuch an 
expedient as the ark of Noah, to ſave from an uni- 
verſal deluge? There is no doubt but the whole 
ſcheme appeared very ridiculous to the generality of 
the world. Noah himſelf was not the contriver of 
this projet, It was wholly planned by God. Even 
ſo, if men and angels had tortured their invention to 
fave a guilty world, they could never have ſo much as 
ſuggeſted that method which the wiſdom of God has 
fallen upon in the mediation of Jeſus Chriſt. So far 
oes it tranſcend the thoughts of men, that natural- 
y they cannot receive the myſtery of God's will, 
For it is“ to the Jews a ſtumbling-block, and to the 
* Greeks fooliſhneſs “.“ In this wonderful veſ- 
ſe] were found only eight ſouls +, the little family 
f Noah; and how {mall was that number to the 
yriads that periſhed in the waves? Even ſo the 
lock of Chriſt is but a little flock; for though 
many are called, yet few are choſen.” O how un- 


* 1 Cor. i. 23. + 1 Pet, iii. 20. 
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ſearchable 


Sooner or later, deſcend upon the head of every ſin- 


very ſtrange to ſee the wildeſt beaſts and birds dwell. 
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ing peaceably together under the ſame roof in that 
time of commen danger: but not more ſtrange than 
what happens every time when ſinners are converted 
unto God, and enter into his ſanctuary. For in je- 
ſus Chriſt, the men of ravenous natures forget their 
natural ferocity, and put on, as the elect of God, 
bowels of mercy, humbleneſs of mind, meekneſs, 
and long - ſuffering; and, to uſe the lofty ſtile of the 
prophet, ** the wolf ſhall dwell with the lamb, and 
« the leopard ſhall lie down with the kid, and the 
« young lion and the fatling together :—they ſhall 
* not hurt nor deſtroy in all my holy mountain “.“ 
Dreadful, to be ſure, were the buffetings of 
the rolling ſurges on the ſides of the ark, when hea- 
ven ar earth ſeeraed to conſpire its ruin; but being 
protected by a ſupcrior providence, the veſſel, though 
heavy laden, weathered the Norm, preſerved alive al 
the creatures that were within her, and at laſt reſted 
upon the mountains of Ararat, So did the wave: 
and bitiows of the Father's wrath go over thine head, 
O ſuffering Saviour, and the floods of ungodly mer 
made thee afraid : but thou waſt more than a con- 
queror, and at laſt did find thy reſt on the mountain: 
of eternal glory, having both ſaved thyſelf, and al 
that are found in thee: thou art our“ hiding-plact 
* from the ſtorm, and a covert from the tempeſt 
If it had not been the Lord who was on our fide, 
© the waters of God's wrath had ſwallowed us ul 
% quick: then the waters had overwhelmed us, tht 
*« ſtream had gone over our ſoul: the proud water 
© had gone over our ſoul . When we are to 
in the ſacred hiſtory, that a dove alighted on the ar 
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ic the olive-leaf, what ſhould hinder us to think 
eme holy Spirit of Jeſus Chriſt, who alighted up- 
n him, in the waters of Jordan, in the likeneſs of 
bat gentle bird? and who brings glad tidings of 
WW rcat joy to all the inhabitants of the ark, when he 
x ſſures them, by the moſt incontdſtible proofs, that 
oe winter of wrath is paſt, and the rain is over and 
one“. he holy fire is now gone forth at the 
P ppointed ſeaſon; and beholding the diſmal deſola- 
ion, he offers an atoning ſacrifice of every clean 
ird and beaſt; and the Lord ſmelled a ſavour of 
Welt. This naturally leads us to think of him who 
ave himſelf for us an offering and a ſacrifice of a 

WW wcet-ſmelling ſavour T. So well pleaſed is God 
ich jeſus Chriſt, that with him he eſtabliſhes his 
Wcovenant, and with all his ſeed, that they ſhall ne- 
er come into condemnation. Hear what himſelf 
declares by the mouth of the holy prophet Iſaiah: 
* This is as the waters of Noah unto me: for as I 
% have ſworn that the waters of Noah ſhall no more 
6 go over the earth; ſo have I ſworn that I would 
not be wroth with thee, nor rebuke thee, O thou 
afflicted, toſſed with tempeſt, and not comfort- 
ed 1.“ See how the frowning clouds now ſmile 
with the glarious colours of the rainbow, the chear- 
ful token of God's covenant. It is a bow, but it 
has no arrow; and the face of it is turned away from 
us, in token of reconciliation. Such is the glorious 
transformation of all your afflictions by Jeſus Chriſt, 
O ye heirs of righteouſneſs, They are clouds indeed, 
dark clouds, but they ſhall not drown, nay, they ſhall 
fructify your ſoul, and make you revive as the corn. 
What before was an indication of wrath, and a 
cauſe of fear, is now a token of love, and an encou- 
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Tagement of faith. A rainbow for ever encom. 
paſles the throne of your God ®, though from it ſhould 
proceed lightnings, and thunders, and voices, 


he ſhould be clothed with a cloud in the diſpenſa- 
tions of his providence, his ſunny face will produce 
a rainbow round about his head, He is ever mindful 
of his covenant, and you need not fear the. terrors 
of his glory. 


Til. The hiftory of Melchizedec, 


OW we ſhall come to the ſhort, but compre- 
henſive hiſtory of Melchizedec; the figura- 

tive meaning of which is not only hinted to us in the 
facred oracles, but the Holy Ghoſt condeſcends to 
enter on a very particular explication of it 1. The 
narrative related by Moſes is ſhortly this J. The 
patriarch Abram had, with his little army, ſurpriſed 
and defeated the forces of the confederate kings, who 
had plundered Sodom, and, among other priſoners, 
had carried away captive his kinſman Lot, who, li- 
ving in that wicked city, was now a very ſingular 
bleſſing to his ſinful fellow-citizens, being the occa- 
ſion of their reſcue from the invaders of their coun- 
try. As he returned from the ſlaughter, he was met 
by the king of Sedom, with another king of a very 
different character: his name was Melchizedec, 
which though a very fine one, for it ſignifies 478 
of righteouſneſs, was not unſuitable to his real 
character, and is a proper admonition to all other 


kings for what they ſhould be diſtinguiſhed, The 


® Rev. iv. 3. + Chap. x. I. + Heb, vi. 
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name 


The hiſtory of Melchizedec. 15 
me of his city was Salem: whether it was that 
lem where JEHOVAu afterwards had his taber- 
6 Wacle, or another place of the ſame name, is not 
WWrcciſely determined, However, we are aſſured, 
at upon this occaſion he brought forth bread 
nd wine, not as a ſacrifice to God, O ye Papilts, 
ut to refreſh the patriarch's men, fatigued with 
oil, But the moſt extraordinary circumitance of all 
s, that, though living in that wicked country, he Was 
Prieſt of the Moſt High God, and veſted with regal 
igaity. When all around him were ſunk in ſuper- 
* ition and idolatry, this illuſtrious Gentile retained 
Nie knowledge of the true God, and thought it no 
a 4 liſparagement of his kingly honour to officiate in the 
olemn rites of his holy worſhip. The hoſpitable 
Wnonarch was a no leſs religious prieſt. As in the for- 
er capacity, he brought forth bread and wine; ſo in 
he latter, he bleſſed the renowned patriarch, and re- 
We ceived from bim tiches of all. Thus far the ſacred 
ory. But from what parents he deſcended, when 
he was born, or when he died, who were his prede- 
ceflors, or who ſucceeded him, are queſtions we are 
not permitted to reſolve. And even the ſilence of- 
the ſcripture is expieſſive: “ For he was made like 
© unto the Son of Gad,”” both in what Moſes relates 
£oncerning him, and in what he conceals from the 
carious inquirer. Let us carefully obſerve theſe two 
12243 of reſemblance, and we ſhall eaſily underſtand 
Low David in ſpirit ſays of the Meſſiah, „Thou art, 
a Prieſt for ever aſter the order of Melchize. 
= 086-3." 


cs 


Ve ſhall firſt begin with what Moſes relates of 
this extraordinary man,—To whom can his name 
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Melchizedec ſo properly belong as to the King that 


| reigns in righteouſneſs ; who, righteous himſelf, has 


wrought for all his ſubjects a juſtifying righreouſneſs 
by the merit of his blood, and works in all his ſubjects 
a ſanctifying righteouſneſs by the power of his Spirit? 
He, he is King of Salem, which is by interpreta- 
tion, King of peace. Peace is the diſpoſition for 
which he was renowned, who with his dying breath 
implored forgiveneſs to his bloody murderers : peace 
is the grand blefling he died to purchaſe, and lives to 
confer. O glorious peace, of which righteouſneſs is 
the foundation, and joy in the Holy Gholt the inſe- 
parable attendant ! Hail ye ſubjects of his auſpicious 
government, who call the bleſſings of his purchaſe all 
your own ! Lo in your princely Saviour, the great 
Jznovan lays aſide his vindictive wrath, and be- 
comes your loving Father; the angels no more {ſtand 
aloof, but commence your miniſters and guardians 
the inferior creatures are turned into your faitkful 
friends and allies; the Jews and Gentiles, forgetting 
their former enmity, join in the moſt cordial friend- 
Mip; and conſcience, no more an accuſer, whiſpers 
peace in gentleſt accents. Though © in the world 
you ſhould have tribulation, yet in him you ſhall 
* have peace.” O Prince of peace, extend the bor- 
ders of thy peaceful kingdom far and wide, and let 
the withed period come, when the nations ſhall learn 
war no more! O let thy peace rule in our hearts, 
through theſe tumultuous ſcenes of life; and bring 
us at laſt to theſe calm regions of joy and felicity, 
where peace extends her dove-like wings for ever 
and ever! He brought forth bread and wine,” 


to refreſh the hungry and thirſty ſoldiers, when re- 


turning from the ſlaughter of the kings. Such is the 
refreſhment which the true Melchizedec affords, and 
will afford to all that are truly engaged in the ſpiri- 
tual 


The hiflory of Melchizedec. 17 


mal warfare, He“ has prepared of his goodaetls for. 
© the poor,” O come unto him, and you ſhall never 
« hunger; believe on him, and you ſhall never 
e thirſt, Eat of his bread, and drink of the wine. 
« which he has mingled.” Happy they who ſhall con- 
quer in the holy warfare, for- they ſtall eat of the 
« hidden manna, and the Lamb in the midſt of the. 
« throne ſhall feed them.. And he was pricit 
% of tte Moſt. High God.: An honour. not uſually 
appropriated to thoſe that fit on thrones; for God 
uimſelf was pleaſed to provide againſt the blending ot 
theſe offices in the commonwealth of Iſrael, Mit- 
neſs thy fate, Uzziah *, who ſnatching at the cenſer, 
joſt the ſceptre. And ſhall the triple-crowned prieſt 
of Rome, who exalts himſelf above all that is called 
God, go always urpuniſhed ? But of Jeſus Chriſt, a 
prophet teſtifies, . “ He ſhall ſit and rule upon his 
i throne; and he ſha!l be a prieſt upon his throne 
as once he was a king upon his croſs. © And Le 
is blefſed Abram.” So Chriſt, our royal prieſt, was 
ſent of God to bleſs the children of Abram, not with 
a verbal, but real benediQion, in turning every one 
of us from our iniquity ; and © men ſhall be blefied ia 
* him.” '* Conſider,?? in the laſt. place, „how 
“great this. man was, to whom even the patriarch 
Abraham gave the tenth of the ſpoils;” and, as 
we may ſay, even Levi, who received tithes from the 
people by the commandment of God, was tithed in 
the loins of his progenitor, A moſt convincing proof, 
that this Melchizedec was both a greater man thun 
Abram, and a greater prieſt than Aaron, But we 
Chriſtians have a great high prieſt, in whoſe preſence 
Abram mult not glory, Levi has go pre-eminence, 
To our Melchizedec the royal prisſthocd, the ho- 
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ly nation, the peculiar people, do pay, not only 
tithes, but all they hare and are, when they preſent 
their bodies a living ſacrifice, holy and acceptable 
unto God, which is their reaſonable ſervice *, 


Bat the circumſtances which Moſes conceals, are 
no leſs worthy of our notice than thoſe he reveals, 
in vain you aſk his genealogy, his birth, his death, 
or the ceremonies cf his conſecration : for thoſe are 
buried in darkneſs; the Holy Ghoſt intending to ſ1gni- 
fy, that Jeſus Chriſt is really and truly what this my- 
ſerious King is in the hiſtory, Without Father, — 
not as he was God, but man. Without mother, — 
pot as he was man, but God, — Without deſcent,— 
for having no predeceſſors in office, he needed not 
prove, that he was ſprung from the prieſtly tribe; 
which was an eſſential qualification in the Levitical 
prieſthood. Having neither beginning of days, nor 
end of life, — for being (et up from everlaiting, he 
abideth a prieſt continually : for though he died, yet 
even in death he was a prieſt, and now he ever liveth 
to make interceſhon for them. What ſhall we ſay 
more? In the order of Aaron were many prieſts, 
who, like other mortals, reſigning their breath by 
the ſtroke of death, their prieſtly honour was laid in 
the duſt with them, Woe know fiom whence they 
aroſe, with what. carnal ordinances and ceremonies 
they received their inauguration, what ſacrifices they 
citzr2d, in what holy places they cfhciated, who aſ- 
ſilted them in their various functions, and who tue— 
c2cacd them when they either died, or were depoſed 
from their office. But the prieſt after the order of 
Meolch:zedec, be'ng poſſefed of immortal life, and 
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high office, himſelf was the ſacrifice, himſelf was 
the altar, himſelf was his tabernacle and temple, aſ- 
filled by none, nor ſucceeded by any, In Melchize- 
dec, whom Moſes ſpeaks of as though he had been 
immortal, we have but indeed a faint ſhadow, and 
not the very image of the things themſelves, that 
are found in Jeſus Chriſt. But let the faintneſs of 
the reſemblance remind us of the greatneſs of the my- 
ſteries, ** For who ſhall declare his generation?“ 


IV, The hiflory of Iſaac. 


ExT we ſhall glance at a very extraordinary 
N piece of hiſtory, of the moſt difficult com- 
mandment that was ever given to any of the human 
race; yet was it punctually obeyed, and the obe- 
dience amply rewarded. It is the ſtory of Abraham's 
offering up his ſon Iſaac at the commandment of the 
Lord *. The famous patriarch had endured many 
trials, and proved the ſincerity of his faith by a long 
courſe cf obedience, and ſtedfaſt dependance on the 
divine veracity, from the time he was called to leave 
his native Ur in the land of Chaldea, Long did he 
count him faithful who had promiſed, that he ſhould 
have a fon, in whom all nations ſhould be bleſſed, 
even when the accompliſhment of the premiſe ſgem- 
ed next to impoſſible, At laſt the expected child is 
born, a ſon of his old age; he flouriſhes apace, and 
is now fluſhed with the radiant bloom of youth, both 
lovely and beloved. The joyful father might now 
think, that the moſt troubleſome ſcenes of life were 
happily finiſhed, and that it remained for him 
only to dic in faith and peace, But how greatly 
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would he been miſtaken ? The ſoreſt, the ſharp- 
eſt trial yet remained: For it came to paſs. 
« after theſe things, that God did tempt Abraham. 
* And he ſaid, Take now thy ſon, thine only ſon 
„ lfaac, whom thou loveſt, and get thee into the 
il. © land of Moriah, and offer him there for a burnt- 
„ offering, upon one of the mountains which I ſhall 
© tell thee of.” Shocking precept ! myſterious mays 
date! Did ever ſuch a meſſage from Gad wound a 
parent's ear! Had the voice from heaven denoun- 
ced, that Iſaac was to die a natural death, and to be 
ſzatched away by a ſudden ſtroke, the tidings had 
been mournful and agonizing, But how much more 
when tit is declared, that the hand of violence mult 
g be lifted againſt him, chat he muſt be offered up for a 
4 burnt- ſacrifice, butchered, mangled, and reduced 
1 to aſhes! But the crowning circumſtance that ſets 
n forward the calamity, and renders it worſe than a 
i thouſand deaths, the father muſt be the prieſt to bind, 
1 to kill, to cut, to burn his beloved fon, Abraham, 
what were the thoughts of thy heart when your ears 
firit heard ſuch dreadful orders? you were accuſtom- 
ed to bear the voice of God ſpeaking in more ſooth- 
ing accents, Hadſt thou not been an extraordinary s 
believer, into what a tempeſt had all thy ſoul been 

toſſed? How migbt reaſon, natural affection, and 

religion, have all ' conſpired to perſuade thy diſobe- 

dicace? Offer up thy ſon, thine only ſon Iſaac, 

«© for a burmt-offering! Can this be the voice of 

«© God? Sure it muſt be the voice of ſome wicked 

«© ſpirit, that would impoſe upon my credulity, and 

! « urge a father to imbrue his hards in filial blood, 

| « But ſtay: the revelation is unqueſtionable. It 

„ was ine very voice of God, I am not permitted 

„ {© much as to doubt of this, Surely then it muſt 

| 
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« Surely the merciful God cannot mean that I ſhould 
« really kill my Iſaac, Take now thy ſon, thine 
© only ſon, and offer him up for a burnt-offering. 
« Alas! my Iſaac, was it for this I received thee by 
% ſpecial promiſe? Was it for this thy mother 
brought thee forth, when ſhe was palt her age, 
% and I called thee by a name expreſſive of joy and 
laughter? How ill doſt thou now anſwer thy 
„name! Thou art not a ſon of laughter, but of 
„ ſorrow, O God, why couldſt thou not rather have 
„ demanded all my numerous flocks and kids, to 
© {ſmoke in one great burnt-offering ? Or if a human 
« ſacrifice delighted thee more, why ſhould my I- 
„ ſaac, rather than any other, be the victim? 0 
« that I could redeem his life with my own blood! 


« AND mult I too be the prieſt? Muſt he bleed 
* by a father's hand? Ah! what will the world 
„ ſay? They will never believe me, when I tell 
them it was by thy order I did it. What will Sa- 
rah ſay? But, chiefly, what will come of thy 
„ own promiſe? How will he be the father of ma- 
ny nations when he is ne more? O ye nations! I 
** thought that in this my Iſaac you would all be 
** bleed: but now farewell for ever all ſuch pleaſing 
hopes. Iſaac muſt die, and the promiſe fails for 
* evermore !* 

Bur ſo ſtrong was the faith of this eminent belie- 


ver, that either ſuch miſgiving thoughts were altoge- 
ther ſtrangers to his mind, or they were ſoon repel- 


led. He wiſely conſidered, that what God had com- 
manded could not be wrong, and what he had pro- 
miſed could not be falſe, ** Be huſht all upbelieving 
fears: for he who gave an Iſaac from the barren 
* womb to fulfil his promiſe, can, if he pleaſe, for 
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the ſame reaſon reſtore him from the burning altar. 
Come then, without delay obey the high com- 
% mand, believing that what he has promiſed, he is 
able alſo to perform.“ 


No ſooner had the early dawn begun to appear in 
the eaſtern ſky, than the reſolved patriarch ſprings 
from his couch, ſaddles an aſs, takes with him the 
intended yictim and ſervants, as much wood as he 
thought neceſſary, and proper utenſils for the future 
ſacriſice, Three days they travelled on this ſtrange 
journey, and all that ſpace he looked on his ſon as 
dead, but the ſteady purpoſe of his ſoul was not ſha- 
Ken, On the third day the fatal hills of Moriah are 
deſcricd at a diſtance, the ſervants are left behind, 
the wood is laid on Iſaac, and Abram carries the 
fire and the knife, And now; after ſome endearing 
converſation, they are arrived at the appointed place, 
The altar is built, the wood is laid in order, the 
plot is doubtleſs revealed to Iſaac by his ſedate fa- 
ther; and Iſaac, though fully able to have made te- 
ſiſtance, or delivered himſelf by flight, is not recerd- 
ed to have attempted the one or the other: for the 
ſame almighty power that touched the patriarch's 
heart, and made him willing to give the deadly ſtab, 
did aiſ+, beyond all doubt, make Iſaac no leſs will- 
ing, chrarfully to receive it. He is bound like ano- 
ther victim, he is laid upon the altar, and the hand 
now graſps the fatal knife to be lodged in his guilt- 
leſs breaſt, when lo, a heavenly voice forbids the. 
bloody deed, and the patriarch's willing mind is ac- 
c<pred for the actual ſacrifice. His fear of God is 
tightly applauded, and by his works his faith was 
p: oved to be perfect. Abram, you ſpared not you! 
+ ſon for the ſake of my command, but I ſpare him 

* for the ſake of thy obedience, Receive him again 
6 with 
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«t. with my bleſſing. He ſhall be the progenitor of 
« the Meſhah, and all the nations ſhall be bleſſed in 
« him,” A ram caught by the horns in the thicket 
ſupplies the room of Iſaac, and the grateful patriarch 
acknowledges the happy providence, in calling the 
name of the place JEHovAn-JiRENn. And after- 


wards it became a common proverb, * In the mount 
*« the Lord ſhall be ſeen.” 


O THE inconceivable power of faith, that can ren- 
der the moſt difficult duties ſo eaſy! Nor is there a 
better way for the children of Abraham to inſure their 
deareſt enjoyments, and improve them to the higheſt 
advantage, than by reſigning them, totally reſigning 
them to the ſovereign will of God. But ſurely a high- 
er myſtery was contained in this extraordinary occur- 
rence, Who can forbear here to think of the adorable 
myſtery of redemption by Jeſus Chriſt ? For God ſo 
„loved the world, as not to ſpare his own Son, but 
deliver him unto the death for us all.” Methinks 
the language of this whole tranſaction was as if God 
had ſaid, „Le children of men, hear you what my 
« faithful ſervant and friend has done upon this 
e mountain, in chearfully ſacrificing his only ſon to 
« teſtify his love to God, By the ſame method I 
will declare my love to a periſhing world, by gi- 
„ ving my only begotten Son to fall a ſacrifice for 
„ fn, In this mountain ſhall the ſword of jultice a- 
% wake againſt him by his own conſent; and what 
* has now been done only in a figure, ſhall be really 
e tranſacted at the appointed time. Mean while let 
«© rams, and other beaſts, be ſacrificed as a memorial 
* of this grand burnt-offering ; but let no human 
blood ſmoke on my altars.“ 


Bur more particularly to enumerate the important 
predictions 
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predictions of this prophetical hiſtory, It contain- 
ed, firſt of all, a lively intimation, that in the ful. 
neſs of time a human ſacrifice ſhould be offered up. 
Indeed it is but juſt and equal the nature that ſinned 
ſhould ſuffer : for how can the blood of harmleſ 
beaſts atone for the fins of guilty men? And this 
might ſeem to have been confeſſed by the horrid cu- 
ſtom that obtained in the Gentile world, of ſacriſi. 
cing men to appeaſe the wrath of their deities. But 
the living and true God diſcharged ſuch direful of- 
ferings under the ſevereſt penalties, not only for 
their evident barbarity, but becauſe they encroach- 
ed upon the plan of his infinite wiſdom, and antici- 
pated the great propitiation, who was to be a hu- 
man ſacrifice, although he was no ordinary perſon, 
as Iſaac was not an ordinary ſon, Like Iſaac he was 
a Son and heir, the Son of God, and the heir of al 
things. — A beloved Son; for he was daily his de- 
light, before the mountains were brought forth; and 
oftener than once it was declared by a voice from 
the excellent glory, This is my beloved Son, in 
* whom I am well pleaſed.” An only Son; for an- 
gels and ſaints, though ſtiled the ſons of God, have 


no claim to ſuch a ſonſhip as the filial Godhead is 


poſſeſſed of. Iſaac, thy birth was altogether ex- 
traordinary, both by the father's and mother's fide, 
ſurpaſſing the ordinary courſe of nature; but till 
more amazing is the generation of our atoning ſacri- 
fice, whoſe Father as God was the all-glorious Ir- 
HOVAH, and whoſe mother was a virgin. The e 
vent of his birth, like Iſaac's, was long foretold, 
and ardently expected before it happened; but 
though long delayed, the promiſe was puncually 
fulfilled at the appointed time, His name imported 
joy and gladneſs. In Jeſus, the true Iſaac, our 

| mouths 
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mouths ſhall be filled with laughter, and our tongue 
with melody. 


Asx you the manner of his death? Behold it in 
this lively type. For as Iſaac carried the wood, ſo 
the beloved Son of God carried his croſs, O ye chil- 
dren of men, your iniquities were the heavy load he 
bore in his own body on the tree, Theſe, like the 
wood that was intended to reduce Iſaac to aſhes, ren- 
dered him combuſtible to the fire of divine wrath. 


IT was for no crime that Iſaac was to ſuffer death 
in this tragical manner; yet ſuch was his filial piety, 
ſuch was his reverence of the high command, that he 
made no attempt to ſave his life, though he was a- 
ble to have done it, being arrived at his youthful 
prime. Even ſo the innocent Redeemer, in whom 
was found no cauſe of death, no not by his very 
judge, he abhorred not the ignominious croſs, he 
{pared to employ all the legions of angels that were 
ready at his beck ; he never attempted to make his 
eſcape when his time was come, which he had often 
Cone before. Though he had thoroughly digeſted in 
his mind the doletul circumſtances of his crucifixion, 
he betrayed not the leaſt unwillingneſs to ſubmit to 
tis heavenly Father's will, even when his human 
heart ſhrinked at the bitter cup, “ lay down,” 
ſays he, © my life: no man taketh it from me. 
This commandment have I received from my Fa- 
* ther, Father, not my will, but thine be done.” 


IT was by his Father's hand alone that Iſaac was 
to breathe out his ſoul by a mortal wound, and by 
bim alone was the funeral pile to be lighted up. For 
theſe purpoſes, we are informed in the ſacred hiſto— 
ry, he carried the fire and the knife, It was not the 
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cavy of the Jews, it was not the covetouſneſs of 
Judas, it was not the irreſolution of the coward- 
ly Roman judge, that chiefly conſigned our Iſaac 
over to the tormenting croſs : but being delivers. 
ed by the determinate counſel and foteknowledge 
of God, theſe only proved the ſinful executioners of 
the high decree. Thy burning anger againſt the ſins 
of men, O heavenly Father, was the hre that preyed 
upon his holy ſoul, Thy juſtice, inflexibly ſevere, 
was the keen flaſhing ſword which awaked agaznſt 
him, and drank his vital blood. It pleaſed the 
«© Father to bruiſe him: thou didſt put him to grief.” 
And truly the ſufferings of our dying Redeemer were 
many of them of ſuch a nature as none but God 
could inflict, even as none but God could have endu- 


red them, 


BEYOND all peradventure, the ſcene where theſe 
things were tranſacted by Abraham, being in the 
land of Moriah, could not be far diſtant from the 
horrid eminence of Calvary, or the Jovely heights of 
Zion, It is a circumſtance 'by no means unworthy 
of our careful attention, that the true propitiatipn 
was offered up nearly in the ſame place where the be- 
loved ſon of Abraham was to expire upon the altar. 
Ye mountains of Moriah, your name may now be 
JEHOVAH-JIREN for better reaſons than -when the 
ram was caught by Abraham in the thicket, which 


he offered for his Iſaac; for God has now provided 


himſelf a Lamb, and in theſe mountains the Lord 
was ſeen putting away ſin by the ſacrifice of himſelf, 


IT was not poſſible for a mortal creature to give a 


higher document of love to God, than by ſacrificing 


for his ſake a dearly beloved and only ſon. The 


whole hiſtory is ſo amazing, that we know not whe- 
ther 
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ther we ſhould moſt admire the {ſtrange commandment, 
or the unparallelled obedience, Even ſo it was not 


poſſible for the immortal God to give a nobler de- 
monſtration of love to men, than by delivering for 
their ſake his only begotten Son to die for their of- 
fences: the whole tranſaction, from firſt to laſt, is 
of ſuch uncommon nature, and ſo foreign to every 
human plan for acceptance with God, that to the 
wiſe Greeks it was mere fooliſhneſs, and to the Jews 
a ſtumbling- block. As Abraham could not without 
faith have acquieſced in the precept, no more can we 
without faith acquieſce in the goſpel-plan. He con- 
ſulted not with Sarah, when he was called to obey; 
and when we are called to believe, we muſt not con- 
ſult with vain philoſophy. Though in the myſtery 
of redemption there is a depth 6f wiſdom, thy line, 
O reaſon, is too ſhort to ſound its bottom. Reaſon, - 
eſpecially in its depraved ſtate, may not unfitly be 
compared to the patriarch's aſs, which ſtaid at the foot 
of the hill, but aſcended not with Iſaac to the ſacri- 
ſice. It is the province of faith alone to aſcend this 
hill of the Lord, and comprehend the love of God 
which paſſetli knowledge. 


ISAAC, it is true, was not ſacrificed, and there 
was no need that God ſhould raiſe him from the dead, 
as the patrjarch perhaps expected. But as he was in 
a manner a dead man during all the three days that 
intervened betwixt the ſentence being paſſed againſt 
him, and the reverſing of it by the heavenly voice, 
it may be truly ſaid, that“ in a figure he was recei- 
ved from the dead.” Exactly ſo, our true Iſaac 
was received on the third day fiom the dead, not in 
a figure only, Like Iſaac, he felt no harm; but, 
0 death, he was thy plague; O grave, he was thy 
deſtruction.“' Like Iſaac, he returned to his Fa- 
g E ther's 
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ther's houſe from whence he came, and became a Fa- 
ther of many nations, who are begotten again to a 
lively hope by his reſurrection from the dead: for 
thus the prophet Haiah “ foretels, with admirable 
plainneſs and propriety, ** When thou, O heavenly 
Father, ſhalt make his ſoul an offering for ſin, he 
„ ſhall ſee his ſeed, he ſhall prolong his days, and 
© the pleaſure of the Lord ſhall proſper in his hand.“ 


FoRBEAR, ye children of men, anxiouſly to inquire, 
&© Wherewith ſhall I come before the Lord, and how 
© ſhall I bow myſelf before the high God? Shall! 
e give my fir{t-born for my tranſgreſſion, and the 
© fruit of my body for the ſin of my ſoul? For lo, 
© he has given his firſt-born to atone for your tranſ- 
ce greſſion, and the Son of his love to expiate the 
& ſin of your fouls by the ſacrifice of himſelf, Thus 
*© hath he ſhewed you what is good; and what doth 
te the Lord require of thee, but to do juſtly, love 
© mercy, and walk humbly with thy God?“ 


V. The hiftory of Fact, 


HE hiſtory of Jacob's life is alſo ſtored with 

FF very remarkable incidents, not unlike to thoſe 

which befel our. Lord Jeſus Chriſt, or which have be- 

fallen the church, which is his body, and his other 

ſelf, in all ages of the world. The truth of this 
will ezfily appear in the following parallel. 


2 THE patriarch Jacob Tun Lord Jeſus 
was choſen by God, who Chriſt, being from all e- 
loved him before he was verlaſting the peculiar ob- 
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born, 
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born, to be the progent- 
tor of the Jewiſh nation, 
who alſo were choſen in 
him, rather than the po- 
ſterity of Eſau, called in 


the ſtile of the prophet 7/2. 


border of wickedneſs, and 
the people againſt whom: 
the Lord hath indignation 
for ever. From this 


patriarch the Jews, the pe- 


culiar people of God, are 
named .: /ſraelites. 
From him ſprung the 
twelve patriarchs, who 


were the fathers of that 


holy nation. according to 
the tieſh, Many and 
great were the hardſhips 
which this patriarch con- 
fied with during the 


courſe of his pilgrimage ; 
for it appears that he was 


the moſt afflicted of all his 
race, both on account of 
the treatment he met with 
from Eſau, from Laban, 
andfromGodhimſelf. 
Very early he began to 
ſtruggle with his rough 
brother Eſau, who carried 


his enmity to ſuch a high 


pitch, as to reſolve to mur- 
der him, for no other fault 
than excluding him from 
the privilege of birthright, 

which 


ſtians. 


ject of the Father's love, 
was choſen by him be⸗ 


fore the mountains were 
brought forth, to be the 


Father of the nations of 
them who are ſaved; who 
are alſo choſen in him,. . 


that they ſhould be holy, 


and diſtinguiſhed from the 
. world that lies in wick- 
From Jeſus - 
Chriſt, the choſen gene- 
ration are named Chri- 
3 And the 
twelve apoſtles of the 
Lamb, are the fathers of - 


edneſs.— 


the holy nation according 
to the ſpirit. Be- 


hold and ſee, was ever any 


ſorrow like unto his? fer 


his whole life was a con- 


tinual war with woe. He 


was afflicted by the world, | 
haraſſed by the devil, and 


perſecuted even by God 
himſelf. ——* Early, very 


early he felt che effects f 


the world's undeſerved 


malice. And his rough 
brethren the Jews were 


ſo highly incenſed againſt! 
him, . as to imbrue their 


hands in his blood. And 


wherefore did ye thus 
hate him, O ye malicious 
Jews? It was becauſe 

C 3 you 
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which himſelf had juſtly 
forſeited, by ſelling it for 
a morſel of meat; and 
therefore when he would 


Sfterwards have inherited 


the bleſfing, he could not 
by all his teats induce his 
father to beſtow it upon 
him, © In vain ſhall 
you think, O profane E- 
ſan, to thwart the unal- 
terable decree; for the 
elderſhall ſerve theyoung- 
er, andthe poſterity of Ja- 
cob ſhall put garriſons in 
thy ſtrong holds.- 
With his ſtaff he paſſed 
over Jordan, an exile from 
his father's houſe; he 
ſerved for a wife, and re- 
turned again with much 
ſubſtance, having multi- 
plied into two bands, —— 
He ſpoiled Laban of his 
ſubſtance and idols. But 
when he followed after 
him, to rummage Jacob's 
tents, he found nothing 
that belonged to him. And 
when he departed from 
Jacob, the angels of God 
met him, and he called 
the place Mahanaim. 
But the conflict which Ja- 
cob had with God was by 
far the moſt myſterious 


1 om, * 
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you gloried in your birth- 
right, and could not en- 
dure that the kingdom of 
God ſhould, according to 
his doctrine, be taken from 
you, and transferred to 
the deſpiſed Gentiles, 
though you had jultly 
forfeited all title to ſuch 
a glorious prerogative, by 
your great contempt of 
ſpiritual and heavenly 
bleſſings. gut be of 
good cheer, ye children 
of Jeſus Chriſt, your Lord 
and Maſter has overcome 
the world. And the time 
ſhall come, when the ſaints 
of the Moſt High ſhall 
take the kingdom; and it 
ſhall be ſaid, Who is this 
that cometh from Edom, 
with dyed garments from 
Bozrah ? 7 With the 
ſtaff of his croſs he paſ- 
ed over the Jordan of 
death; and wandering in 
exile from heaven, his 
Father's houſe, he took 
on him the form of a ſer- 
vant, (ſuch was his lore 
to the church); and at- 
terwards he was followed 
by the two bands of Jews 
and Gentiles, 8 The 


devil fv ſpecting that this 
- 8 


afiction. Never was the 
patriarch in greater diſ- 
treſs, Retired from his 
family, and all alone, ex- 
pecting his brother Eſau 
to come upon him with 
ſcur hundred armed men, 
he pours out his prayer to 
God; and there wreſtled 
a man with him till the 
breaking of the day, to 
whom he wept and made 
ſupplication. But at laſt 
he is victorious, his life is 
preſerved, and he obtains 
the bleſſing, 
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was the ſtrong man who 
was to ſpoil his goods, 
and utterly aboliſh the 1- 
dols, he fiercely affaulted 
him ; but when the prince 
of this world came unto 
him in the day of his temp- 
tation, he found nothing 
in him; and whea he left 
our Saviour, the angels 
came and miniſtered unto 
him. But the conflict 
which our Lord had with 
the wrath of God, was 
the greateſt of all his af- 
flictions. It was the live- 
ly feeling of almighty an- 
ger that made him ſweat 
blood: hen retired from 
his diſciples, and expect- 
ing the multitude to come 
upon him with {words and 
ſtaves, he offered up 
prayers and ſupplications 
with ſtrong cries andtears, 
to him that was able to 
ſave him from death, But 
at laſt he prevails to ob- 
tain the bleſſing, having 
endured the wrath of God, 


AXD as Jacob was obliged to go down to Egypt 
in his old age, to preſerve his life from a cruel fa- 
mine; ſo Chriſt Jeſus fled into Egypt when he was a 
child, to preſerve his life from a bloody tyrant, Af- 
terwards was the ſaying of the prophet fulfilled, 
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Out of Egypt have I called my Son.” And, laſtly, 
As Jacob left the world bleſſing his ſons; ſo Chriſt 
left the world bleſſing his apoſtles. . 


Bur he was alſo a type of the myſtical body of 
Chriſt, and indeed of every ſaint, —whether you view 
him as choſen in the womb,—ſtriving at his birth;— 
buying the birthright,—meeting the angels of God, 
-vreſtling with the Angel of the covenant, —or buried 
in Canauu after a troubleſome. life. Behold in all 
theſe an emblem of every one who is an Iſraelite in- 


deed, 


His election in the womb ſignifies how all the ſeed 
of Jacob are choſen to ſalvation. *©* Was not Eſau 
Jacob's brother,“ his elder brother, and indeed a 
ſtronger child? for his hairy ſkin portended the vi- 


gour of his conſtitution, Yet was he not choſen to 


inherit the patriarchal bleſſing. The happy perſons 
whom he chuſes to inherit the bleſhngs of eternity, 
are ſo far from being better than other their fellow- 
creatures, that, for the molt part, they are greatly 
inferior, both in the endowments of the mind, and 
outward worldly diſtinctions, ** Even ſo, Father, 
„for ſo it ſeemeth good in thy ſight !” 


His ſtruggling at his birth, when he took hold of 
his brother's heel, might be intended to ſignify, that 
every true Iſraelite mult ſtrive before he come to the 
poſſeſſion of thoſe bleſſings that are deſigned for him 
in the purpoſe of God, Electing love indeed pre- 
vents, but not excludes our fighting the good fight of 
faith, and laying hold upon eternal life. Miſerably 
ſhall they be diſappointed, who dream of ſeizing the 
kingdom. of heaven without violence, When the 


huſbandman can reaſonably hope that indolence will 
fill 
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ill his barns with plenty, when the ſoldier can think 
hat victory will preſent him with her palms without 
triking a blow, then may the yawning Chriſtian, 
hom it grieves to work out his own ſalvation with 
ear and trembling, expect to reap fruit unto life e- 
Fernal, and tread upon the high places of his ſpiri- 
ual foes. 


His buying the birthright for pottage, ludicrous 
is it feems, perhaps may denote the high eſteem 
rhich all the true ſeed of Jacob have of ſpiritual 
bleſſings. O wretched exchange! to barter for the 
ſatisfaction of a moment, what was more valuable 
han an hundred lives! Profane Eſau, was it no- 
thing valuable to inheritthe bleſſing of Abraham, to 
be the progenitor of the Meſhah, and to entail on thy 
polterity the true knowledge of God? All this was 
undervalued when the birthright was deſpiſed. Ye 
Eſaus of the world, take to yourſelves your preſent 
ſenſual gratifications, and elteem nothing good but 
Ipreſent ſatisfactions, fill your bellies with the hidden 
treaſure of God, and for the ſhort-lived pleaſures of 
fin renounce your part in heavenly felicities, and bu- 
ry, without one ſigh, each glorious hope, But let 
the houſe of Iſrael labour for the meat that endures 
to everlaſting life; let chem implore the chearful 
light of God's countenance ; let them enjoy the vi- 
lion of his face in righteouſneſs; and when inſpired 
with theſe bliſsful expectations, all ſublunary joys 
all in compariſon be no more regarded, than was 
thy pottage, Jacob, in compariſon of the birthright. 


is receiving the bleſſing from his father in the 
garments of Eſau, which his mother arrayed him. 
with, may be viewed as a faint ſhadow of our recei— 
ing the bleſſing from God in the garments of Jeſus 
Chriſt, 
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Chriſt, which all the children of the promiſe do 
wear. When found in Chriſt, and clothed with the 
perfumed robes of righteouſneſs imputed, the gar. 
ments of our elder brother, our gracious God and 
Father will forget our ſinful imperfections, and be- 
holding no iniquity in Jacob, nor perverſeneſs in I.. 
rae], will bleſs us with all ſpiritual bleſſings in Chriſt 
Jeſus. It was not the feigned veniſon, but the bor- 
rowed garments, that procured the bleſſing. Even ſo 
we are not bleſſed by God for our good works, how-M 
ever pleaſing unto him, but for the righteouſneſs of 
our Redeemer : for ſhould we preſume to appear in 
the preſence of JEHovan, without this molt neceſ- 
fary precaution of puttisg on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
our performances, however ſpecious, could meet wi 
no acceptance, but the evil which Jacob greatly iſ 
feared would come upon us; we would procure to 
ourſelves a curſe, and not a bleſſing.” 


H1s meeting the angels, after his interview with 
Laban, when he called the name of the place Ma- 
banaim, was not only deſigned to animate his cou- 
rage amid(t the dangers that ſurrounded him in that 
journey ; but alſo to hint unto us what is the diſtin- 
guiſhed privilege of all the children of Jacob in their 
militant (tate : for the angel of the Lord encamps 
„round about them that fear him.” The deſpiſet 
of his birthright, whoſe reſentment Jacob dreaded, 
comes indeed eſcorted by four hundred men, But 
what were theſe to Jacob's inviſible guard? This 
honour have all his ſaints, who come to the innume- 
rable company of angels, the miniſtrant ſpirits of the 


heirs of ſalvation, and the bright guardians of the 
juſt, 


H1s wreſtling with the angel, (who doubtleſs was 
the 
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he Captain of the hoſt that appeared to him in the 
ikeneſs of a man, (a prelude of his future incarna- 
jon), over whom he obtained the victory, and from 
hom he received the bleſſing, when he wept and made 
upplication), may be conſidered as a figure of 
hat great fight) of affliction which the beloved of the 
ord may lay their account with in the night of this 
'orld. Even the Lord himſelf may ſeem to ſtand 
againſt them with his right hand as an adverſary. 
Hut as the mighty wreſtler with Jacob aſſumed no 
greater ſtrength than might be overcome; ſo God, 
hat is faithful, will proportion the trials of his people 
o the ſtrength he has given them. And by their 
rength (which yet is not their own) they ſhall pre- 
rail; for he that is in appearance againſt, is really 
or them, and ſtronger for them than againſt them, 
f he caſts down, it is but with his left, but he up- 
Holds them with his right hand. Myſterious, but 
omforting truth ! hard to expreſs, but ſweet to 
now, Never was Jacob more happy than when he 
ſeemed moſt miſerable, nor more ſtrong than when” 
eſeemed moſt weak ; for at once he was lamed and 
bleſſed, conquered and victorious. A lively emblem 
his of what uſually befals the remnant of Jacob; 
tor © happy is the man whom God correcteth.“ The 


ove of the Lord towards the children of Iſrael is 
r oritten in the moſt rigorous diſpenſations : when 
d, hey are weak, then are they ſtrong; and what he 
ut Wakes away from them in one way, he reſtores to ad- 
> rantage in another. O happy they who think it no 
©" olitude to be alone with God! Glorious things are 
he poken of thee, O duty of prayer! He who can 
he prevail with God, needs not fear that man ſhould 

prevail againſt him. 
5 His burial in Canaan, the land of promiſe, after 
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a life of ſingular affliction, may repreſent the diſtins 
guiſhed lot of all the faithful, choſen, and called, 
who, after a ſhort courſe of pilgrimage, haraſſe 
with anxious cares and ſorrows, do reſt in the pro- 
miſed land of the heavenly Canaan. And truly, thi 
beloved Jacob had ſhared no happineſs to be comp 
red with hated Eſau's, if in this life only he hal 

hope. Who v. ld not rather judge, that Eſau wall 
beloved of God, ane Tacob hated, if love or hatre4if 
could certainly be knows by that which happens u 
der the fun? And were the Chriſtian to bound hi 
views by the grave, ſhould his hopes terminate ii 
death, ah! then, he were the moſt wretched of hu 
race, and at his beſt eſtate he were altogether vanity. 


O ETERNAL joys above, O glorious rewards, rei 
ſerved in heaven for thoſe who ſeek for glory, ho 
nour, and bliſsful immortality, by patient continu 
ance in well-doing ; without you, even pure and uni 
defiled religion could ſcarce compenſate the afflic 
tions of this preſent life, to which we are expoſed ai 
men and Chriſtians. But theſe aſſert the glorioui 
prerogative of religion, and the ſuperior happineſs oi 
ſaints. Though the days of their pilgrimage, like 
Jacob's, be few and evil; yet ſtill they are a people 
ſaved by the Lord, who has bleſſed them, and the) 
ſhall be blefled, 


VI. The Fiery of Joſeph. 


HF. hiſtory of Joſeph's life is doubtleſs one d 
F' the moſt entertaining and eventful which al 
antiquity can boaſt of. Upon it are inſcribed, in molt 
lively characters, at once the terrible effects of mali*M 


and envy, and the watchfal care of Providence obe 
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he cauſe of injured virtue and innocence. But the 
moſt remarkable thing that claims our attention here, 
is the ſurpriſing likeneſs betwixt the whole narrative 
and the hiſtory of Jeſus Chriſt, of whom it may truly 
be ſaid, ** The archers have ſorely grieved him, but 
« his bow abode in its ſtrength, and the arms of his 
« hands were made ſtrong by the hands of the migh- 
«. ty God of Jacob.“ 


Hz was the beloved ſon of his father Jacob: and 
truly he ſeems to have been worthy of ſuch paternal 
favour ; for, deteſting the wickedneſs of his brethren, 
he reported their faults. This, with his prophetic 
dreams which he told them of, ſo ſtung them with envy 
and reſentment, that they could not ſpeak peaceably 
to him, nor look at him but with diſguſt and averſion. 
Their cauſeleſs anger is turned into obdurate hatred 
of their brother, and ſoon they find an opportunity of 
wrecking their bloody rage. He is ſent by his father 
to inquire of their welfare when feeding their flocks 
in the wildernefs ; and dreading no harm, as he was 
innocent, and ſtranger to offence, he carefully in- 
quires after them, till at laſt he finds thetn out, Bur, 
ah! © he looked for brethren, and behold murder- 
*ers! Wrath is cruel, and anger is outragious : but 
* who can ſtand before baleful envy ?” Tranſport- 
ed with this blind fury, they forget at once that they 
were brethren, children, and men, and take horrid 
counſel againſt the darling youth, to embrue their 
hands in his guiltleſs blood. One more merciful than 
the reſt moves, that they caſt him into a pit, ra- 
ther than murder him outright; for he intended 
by this artifice at once to indulge their fury and to e- 
lude it, by finding means to reſtore him again to his 
father. The motion takes, They ſtrip him of his 
D garment 
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garment with many colours, and, regardleſs of the 
anguiſh of his ſoul, they let him down into the pit; 
but themſelves, O cruel monſters ! „ fat down 1 
eat and drink, for they were not grieved for h 
** affliction of Joſeph.” Here they deſigned to lea 
him to periſh miſerably in mournful ſolitude, bu 
Providence reſerved him to better things: for liftin I 
up their eyes, they ſee approaching a company «i 
merchants, who were of Iſhmael's race, and carried 
balm and myrrh from mount Gilead into Egypt 
and Egypt's future lord is ſold unto the-merchants fo 
twenty pieces of ſilver, by his ſavage brethren, who 
dipt his garment in blood, to ſhe it their father, and 4 
cloke their matchleſs villany, by pretending tha? 
{ome wild beaſt had devoured him. Such were one 
the men, O ye Jews, in whom ye glory as your pro- 
genitors! The innocent ſufferer is ſold a ſeconi 
time to Potiphar in Egypt, in whoſe ſervice he acquit-Wi 
ted himſelf ſo well, as to gain the good graces of hi 
maſter, who repoſed in him the moſt entire confidence, 
and intruſted him with the ſole management of hisM 
affairs. But ſoon, alas! the temptations of his mi- 


treſs are likely to prove no leſs dangerous than the 


malice of his brethren. He preſerved indeed hi 
chaſtity by the fear of the Lord; but incurring the 


undeſerved ſaſpicion of a baſe crime, he is committei 
to the dungeon by his too partial maſter, as befor: 


he had been caſt into the pit by his cruel brethren. 
But the king ſent and looſed him, and the ruler «i 
«© the people ſet him free.” For as he expoſed him - 
ſelf to all his troubleſome adventures, by telling 
his own dreams; ſo by interpreting the dreams oi 
others, he laid the foundation of his ſubſequent 
grandeur. On ſudden his priſon is turned a palace, 
his irons a chain of gold. Potiphar's ſervant i 
become Potiphar's lord, Je © whoſe feet were hun 

«« with 


* 


The hiftory of Feſeph. 30 


« with fetters, now binds the princes at pleaſure, 
* and teaches the ſenators wiſdom.” And as he 
oves along the crouded ſtreets, a herald proclaims 
Before him, „Bow the. knee.” And now he feeds 
rom his hoarded granaries the ſtarving nationg; for 
1e wiſely provided againſt the approach of the famine 
he foretold. The ſubjects of Pharaoh acknowledge 
im the ſaviour of their lives, His unkind brethren, 
Wi npelled by hunger and hard neceſſity, come alſo a- 
mong the ſupplicants, to fulfil his dreams, which they 
ainly imagined to render for ever abortive, He re- 


membered the traces of their countenances, and by 
na various harſh methods he explores the fincerity of 
heir repentance, and acquaints himſelf with the cir- 
\ccumltances of their family. At laſt his bowels yearn- 


ing towards them, and piteous of their miſery, as 
being ſafficiently chaſtiſed, he makes himſelf known 
to them, buries in oblivion their paſt miſdemeanors, — 
and tranſports them to dwell with him, where he 
nouriſhes them like a father in the midſt of a terrible 


ie and extenſive famine, And thus what was in- 
i. tended by the wickedneſs.of men as the means of ex- 
the tirpating the name of Joſeph out of the earth, was 


over-ruled, by the wiſdom of God, for bringing a- 
bout his glorious exaltation, for ſaving the lives of 
teil much people, and. even the lives of thoſe who ſought - 
ore his death. 


r of WHn1cn things are an allegory, For Jeſus Chriſt 

im- Nis the true Joſeph, if you view him as a beloved Son; 

ing WY an affectionate brother, a truſty ſervant, an illumi— 

ol vated prophet, a reſiſter of temptations, a forgiver of 

ent injuries, but chiefly if you conſider him as an innocent 

ice, ſufferer, an exalted prince, and an univerſal Saviour, | 
c 15 14 
urt Like Joſeph, he was a beloved Son, whom God the | 
iti D 2 Father Fi 
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Father has bleſſed above all his brethren. Jacob 
made for Jofeph a garment of divers colours, an 
God prepared for Chriſt a body curiouſly wrought nM 
the lower parts of the earth, Like Joſeph, he is a 
affectionate brother. He came to ſeek his brethreaiif 
in the wilderneſs of this world, though they received 
him not. He knows them when they know not hin, 
and his bowels yearn towards them, even when be 
ſeems ſevere, He may deal roughly with them «ii 
firſt, but he will have mercy upon them at the laſt. 
He liberally ſupplies their wants without money and : 
without price, and at laſt will bring them to dwell 4 
with him in the heavenly Canaan, where they ſhall 
behold his glory, and be abundantly fatisfied with 
the fatneſs of his houſe. Like Joſeph, he was a truly 
ſervant, acquitting himſelf dexterouſly in every pan 
of the work that was given him to do: even as the 3 
prophet alſo foretels, “ Behold, my ſervant ſhall deal 
«© prudently, he ſhall be exalted, he fhall be extol-Wi 
** led, and be very high.” Like Joſeph, be is a mol 
illuminated prophet, in whom the Spirit of God is,- 

none ſo diſcreet and wiſe as he,—the true Zaphnath-Wil 

paaneah, or revealer of ſecrets, who is worthy u 


1:3ke the ſcaled book of God's decrees, and open iu 
ſeven ſeals, Like Joſeph, he was a reſifter of temp 
tations; for he was ſollicited in vain to ſpiritual - 
! adultery by the great enemy of ſalvation, when 
[ he ſaid unto him, „All theſe will 1 give thei 


if thou wilt fall down and worſhip me.” Thougil 

| this harlot world hath caſt down wounded and lain 

[: many ſtrong men, our Joſeph overcame her: his hea 

WAR declined not to her ways: he went not aſtray in hei 

1 | paths, though in the encounter he was ſtript of hui 
| 


mortal life, which he willingly reſigned. Like Jo- 
ſeph, he was and is a forgiver of injuries: for as on 

| the croſs he implored forgiveneſs to his murderer 
| wirh 
| 

| 


—̃ — 
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0 | 
aal vith his expiring breath; ſo on the throne he gave ; 


repentance unto Iſrael and remiſhon of fin, many of 
hem whoſe hand had been very deep in that bloody 
ragedy of his crucifixion being brought to a ſincere 
rrofeſſion, that, “ verily, they were guilty conceru- 
ing their brother,” and the blood which they im- 
ouſly ſhed, ſpoke better things than that of Abel. 


Bur chiefly let us view him as an innocent ſufferer, . 
vhoſe ſufferings iſſued in glory to himſelf, and uni- 
erfal good to men, Joſeph is mortally hated of his 
brethren, and tre butt of their envy, becauſe he ex- 

W poſed their wicked courſes, and foretold his own ad- 
ancement. For theſe ſame reaſons was. Jeſus Chriſt 
hated by the Jews, and Pilate knew that for envy | 


art 
en they delivered him. Joſeph was derided of his bre- 
thren as an idle fantaſtic dreamer ; and Jeſus Chriſt 


was eſteemed a doting enthuſiaſt, a madman, and one 
beſide himfelf; Joſeph his brethren conſpired againit 
him to take away his life; and of Jeſus Chriſt it is 
propheſied, Why do the Heathen rage, and the 
people imagine a vain thing, to plot againſt the Lord, 
and againſt his Anointed ??” Joſeph's brethren ſtript 
him of his garments which his father made for him; 
and of Jeſus Chriſt it is ſaid, They parted my gar- 
ments among them, and caſt lots for my veſture.“ 
Joſeph was calt into a pit, but he remained not Jong 
there; Jeſus Chriſt was laid in the grave, but he ſaw no 
corruption. Joſeph was fold for a fervant by the 
advice of the patriarch Judah; and Jefus Chriſt was, 
by the apoſtle Judas, ſold for thirty pieces of filver, the 
price of a ſlave: A goodly price he was prized at 
by them! Joſeph was unjuſtly accuſed in Egypt, 
and caſt into a dungeon with two noted criminals, 
Pharaoh's butler and baker; Jeſus Chriſt was unjulk— 
ly condemned in Canaan; and-crucified between two 
D 3 thicycs, 
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thieves. Jofeph adjudged the one criminal to death, 
and the other to life, from the ſame omens; Jeſus Chriſt 
adjudged one of the thieves to everlaſting life, while 
the other was allowed to periſh after the ſame de- 
ferts. Joſeph intreated the perſon whom he deli. 
vered, to remember him when he came to his glory; 
but the perſon whom Jeſus Chriſt delivered prayed 
him, O Lord, remember me when thou comeſt 
into thy kingdom.” Joſeph indeed could but 
foretel his companion's deliverance ; but Chriſt je. 
ſus effected by his own. power what he foretold, 
„To: day ſhalt thou be with me in paradiſe.” 


areal ie roi fa as a ORE 


SUCH were the patriarch's unparallelled afflictions; Wi 
but as he ſoon emerged from theſe deep plunges of i 
adverſity, becoming of a forlorn priſener a prime mi- 
niſter of ſtate ; ſo Jeſus Chriſt was taken from priſon i 
and from judgment, and receives from God the Fx 
ther © honour and glory, and a name above ever; 
name, that at the name of Jeſus every knee ſhould 
„ bow, of things in heaven, things in earth, and 
„things under the cartb, and every tongue conſeſ i 
that Jeſus Chriſt is Lord, to the glory of God the 
„Father.“ Behold, ye miſtaken Jews, how vain 
were all your machinations to fruſtrate his predictions. 
Even you yourſelves became ſubſervient to fulfil the 
grand deſign, when you killed the Prince of life, who 
was, by ſuffering death, to enter into his glory. 
Here the patriarch's ſpeech to his penitent brethren i 
may fitly be applied, As for you, ye thought evi 
*« againſt me, but God meant it unto good, to bring 
« to pals as at this day, to ſave much people alive. 


For. as the ſufferings and glory of Joſeph iſſued in 
the common ſalvation of the lives of Pharaoh's ſub- 
jets, and the family of Jacob, who was a Syria 

read 
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ready to periſh; even ſo thy ſufferings and thy glo- 
ry, O thou once humbled, but now exalted Redeem- 
er, were ordained for the falvation of the world, 
both Jews and Gentiles, from a far more dreadful 
deſtruction than a famine of bread or water! Go un- 
to this Joſeph for the ſupply of your numerous wants, 


＋ 

d ye that are ready to periſh, His fulneſs ſhall never 
et ve exhauſted, be their number ever ſo great who re- 
ut ccive out of it. O that his glory might be the joy of 


our heart, and the grand theme of every tongue. 
With what cheerfulneſs ought we to forſake the ſtuff 
of all terreſtrial things, when Joſeph is alive, that 
we may be with him where he is, and enjoy theſe 
bleſſings that are “ on the head of Jeſus Chriſt, and 
on the crown of the head of him that was ſeparated 
from his brethren !*? 


VII. The hiſtory of Moſes. 


Hovon Chriſt and Moſes may ſeem indeed, in 
eſs one view, to be as unlike one another as the 
the goſpel and the law, as the miniſtration of righteouſ- 
ain WW neſs and the miniſtration of condemnation; we may, 
us. however, obſerve in the character and hiſtory vf this 
the extraordinary man, a great reſemblance to that of 
'ho Jeſus Chriſt, whether we conſider him as a deliver- 


y. er, 2 mediator, a lawgiver, or a prophet. 

ren 

T1) Fiks r, Let us view Moſes as a deliverer of his 
ing nation from the bondage of Egypt. To this end he 
e. vas born; and when his life was ſought by a bloody 


tyrant, who murdered his fellow infants, he was mi- 
1 in raculouſly preſerved by his reputed mother, who 
ub- gave him a royal education, But when he was come 
in 29 years, and capable of judging for himſelf, he de- 
adf ſpiſed 


6 IE IE 


% — — ey” 


= 4 
——— 


- 
—— 


22 


„ 


44 Ppical Perſons, Book l. 


ſpiſed the pleaſures of a court, and choſe rather to 
claim kindred with oppreſſed ſlaves, becauſe they i 
were the people of God, than with the daughter of 
Pharaoh, by whoſe right perhaps he might have in- 
herited the crown of Egypt. At laſt, though his 
very brethren thruſt him away, ſaying, Who made 
e thee a ruler and a judge? he accompliſhes their 
reſcue from the land of Nile, ſpoiling the Egyptians 
of their gold and ſilver, deſtroying their firſt-born, 
and drowning in the Red ſea the flower of their ar- 
my; and all this by means of the blood of a lamb 
which he ſhed, and by his wonder-working rod 
Even ſo the birth of the deliverer, who came to Zion 
to reſcue from the oppreſſion of far worſe enemies 
than the Egyptians or the Romans, was ſignalized 
with the cruel butchering of the infants in Bethle- 
hem by Herod's miniſters of blood. But the perſe- i 
cuted Babe finds a ſafe retreat in Egypt, whither he 
was conveyed by the guardian care of his ſuppoſed WM 
father. And when he was come to years, be dil- 
dained an earthly crown, when the Jews would have 
taken him by force, and made him a king ; as before 
he had in a ſort-left for a time the court of heaven, : 
the boſom of his Father, and the ſongs of hymning WW 


cherubims, to endure, in theſe regiens of mortality, 


affliction for the people of God: for as Moſes had a 
reſpect to the recompenſe of reward; ſo * he, for 
the joy that was ſet before him, endured the croſs, 
« and deſpiſed the ſhame.” And though * his 
« brethren underſtood not at firſt, that God by his 
« hand would deliver them,” and ref;fed him as an 
impoſtor, at laſt he accompliſkes their redgmption 
from the cruel bondage of the devil, whuſe power 
he deſtroyed by ſhedding his own blood, and by ſend- 
ing the rod of his ſtrength out of Zion. By theſe de- 
ſpiſed means does the Captain of ſalyation bring ma- 


BY 
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y ſons to glory, through raging feas of affliction, 
hrough waſte and howling wilderneſſes of various 
emptations, till they arrive in that happy country 
chich God has eſpied for them, which is the glory 
of all lands, 


As by a prophet the Lord brought Iſrael out of 
Egypt, it is further to be obſerved, that he acted the 
part of a mediator between God and Iſrael, both 
when they fought with Amalek, when they received 
the law, and when they made the calf in Horeb: in 
all which inſtances he may be viewed as a lively type 
of the one Mediator between God and man, the man 
Chriſt Jeſus, When the militant church is fight- 
ing in the valley of this world, as an Amalek ſhall 
never be wanting from generation to generation, 
their victory depends not ſo much on their own 


E proweſs and martial ſkill, as on the lifting up the 


hands of our great Interceſſor, who, like Moſes, ap- 
pears in the preſence of God upon a high mountain 
and eminent, even far above all heavens. Behold, 


all ye who are fighting the good fight of faith, how 


your great Mediator's hands are lifted up towards 
the throne of God, The hands of Moſes could not 
long endure to be ſtretched out, they were heavy 
and weak, and behoved to be ſtrengthened and ſup- 
ported, But Jeſus Chriſt he fainteth not, neither is 
weary, though his hands be {tretched out ſtill : there- 
fore ſhall ye prevail who fight under his banner, an 
have reaſon to ſay, ** Thanks be unto God who gi- 
** yeth us the victory through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord.“ 
——And as the law was ordained by angels in the 
hand of Moſes as a mediator; (for they to whom ir 
was publiſhed were afraid by reaſon of the fire and 
dreadful ſound which they heard, and went not up 
i the mount); ſo Jeſus Chriſt our Lord ſtands be- 
twixt 
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twixt the terrible majeſty of an angry God, and fee: 
ble guilty man, unable to appear in the preſence of 
his glory: like Moſes, he engaged his heart to ap- 
proach unto God, But Moſes only reported the lay 
to the people, he fulfilled the law. Moſes quaked, 
and Chriſt was fore amazed, inſomuch that he ſweat: 
ed blood from all the pores of his body. Be not a- 
fraid, ye redeemed of the Lord, ye believe in God, 
believe alſo in him.” Though our God be. a con- 
ſuming fire, the all-gracious Mediator hath quench. Wil 
ed the flames, and huſht the ſtorm of wrath by his 
ſeaſonable interpoſition, and the fiery law is now 
turned into a directing light. And, laſtly, he ad- 
ed the part of a mediator, when they made the calf 1 
in Horeb. When the anger of the Lord was juſtly 
incenſed againſt them for that enormous crime, Moſes 
ſaid unto the people, * I will go unto the Lord, per- i 
adventure I ſhall make an atonement for your ſin, Wl 
And Moſes returned unto the Lord, and ſaid, This 3 
„people have ſinned a grievous fin. But now, if thou 
wilt, forgive their ſin: if not, blot me out of the ; 
© book which thou haſt written.” Perhaps he in- 
tended to ſeck, that the almighty vengeance might 
rather fall on his own head, than that the whole na- 
tion ſhould periſh, though he was not certain whe- 
ther the offered propitiation would be accepted. But 
Jeſus Chriſt has not only offered himſelf to die for 
the guilty race, but has actually made the atonement 
which Moſes propoſed to make, and is ſet forth for a 
propitiation through faith in his blood. 


n 


1 © Ab oh 
e 1 


NexT, Let us view him as a lawgiver, as the 
children of Iſrael ſung, ** Mofes commanded us 4 
law, the inheritance of the congregation of Ja- 
* cob: and he was king in Jeſhurun,” But we Chri- 
ſtians way ſay, in the language of the prophet, 

«« The 
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he Lord is our Judge, the Lord is our King, the 
Lord is our Lawgiver : he will ſave us.” A law 
s now gone forth of Zion; but, Moſes, not like 
hine, conſiſting of carnal ordinances,—a law, not of 
rorks, but faith, —a law for which the iſles of the 
-entiles ſhall wait, —a law which is not ſo much o- 
deyed by doing as by believing, —and which never will 
and in need of reformation or repeal, 


Bur, laſtly, Let ns view him in his prophetic cha- 
acter, of whom it is teſtified, ** There aroſe no pro- 
* phet ſince in Iſrael like unto Moſes, to whom the 
Lord ſpoke face to face,” Yet Moſes truly ſaid 
into the fathers, ** A prophet ſhall the Lord your 
God raiſe up unto you of your brethren, like unto 
*me; and him ſhall you hear in all things.” 
hongh we had not the expreſs authority of an apo- 
tle for the application of this prediction to the Apo- 
le and High Prieſt of our profeſſion, we can ſcarce- 
ly be at loſs to ſee how it can agree to none other, 
le, he is that prophet that ſhould come unto the 
world, of whom Moſes wrote, and who is like unto 
him, if you conſider The ſtock from whence he 
a- ſprung; for he was raiſed from among his brethren, 
e- not aſſuming the nature of angels, but the nature of 
ut man, and of the ſeed of Abraham. The meek- 
or neſs of his temper, which excelled the meekneſs of 
ot Moſes, as far as the meekneſs of Moſes excelled the 
ra meekneſs of other men. The Hebrew lawgiver, 
meek as he was, cannot be altogether freed from 
lallies of impatience ; but the meek and lowly Jeſus, 
who calls us to learn of him, was never indecently 
tranſported with rage, nor uttered one word unad- 
Jviſedly with his lips, though upon the moſt provo- 
king occaſion. The luſtre of his face. For not 
to mention his transſiguration on the mount, when his 
face 
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face did ſhine as the ſan, he is in his divine perſa 
the brightneſs of his Father's glory, which, like Mo- 
ſes, he covered with the vail of his fleſh, when be 
deſcended into our world, that he might be quali. 
ed for holding familiar converſe with men upon earth, 
his terror not making them afraid. For if the fac: 
of Moſes the ſervant did ſhine with ſuch dazzling 
glory, by a ſhort abode in the preſence of IRH OVA 
on an earthly mount, that, the Iſraelites could nai 
endure to behold him without a vail ; how much le 
could the feeble eyes of mortal men have endure 
the face of Chriſt the Son, who abiding from eve. 
laſting in the preſence of Jenovan, was daily bu 
delight, had he ſhone forth, in all the blaze of Dt 
ty, without the thick vail of his fleſh ?!-——The clear 
neſs of his manifeſtations. Of Moſes indeed it «i 
ſaid, © With him I will ſpeak mouth to mouth,” eM 
ven apparently, and not in dark ſpeeches, and th 
{imilitude of the Lord ſhall he behold ; whereas it ws 
uſual for the prophets of inferior rank, to receive thei 
intimations of the divine will in dreams when ther 
were aſleep, and eeſtaſies when awake. But of thi 
Prophet in the New-Teſtament church his harbingall 
declares, ** No man hath ſeen God at any time; bu 
e the only begotten Son, which is in the boſom of te 
« Father, he hath declared him.” — — His fidelity i 
executing his commiſſion :- for the words the Fl 
e ther gave unto him, he gave unto them; and u 
the Father gave him commandment, ſo he ſpake 
© Moſes indeed was faithful in all his houſe as a fer 
©* yant, but Chriſt as a Son over his own houſe.” — 
The oppoſition he met with from Jews and Gentile 
He endured the contradiction of ſinners againſt hin 
ſelf, even as Jannes and Jambres withſtood Moſes. 
And as his neareſt relations quarrelled with him fot 
marrying Zipporah the Ethiopian woman, ſo did i 

Jew 


E 


Moſes, he died at the commandment of the Lord. 
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gews with Chriſt for eſpouſing the Gentile church. 
The miracles he wrought. It was never ſo 
« ſeen in Iſrael.” Like Moſes, he fed the Iſraelites 
in the wilderneſs, and their leaving was as miracu- 
ous as their eating. 


War Moſes did literally, the ſame Chriſt does 
ſpiritually for the beloved Iſrael. He ſweetens their 
bitter waters, cures their diſeaſes, ſupplies their 


vants. Like Moſes, he faſted forty days; and like 


VII. The ordinance of the prieſthood, 


S'the fun paints the clouds with variety of glo- 
rious colours, which in their own nature are 
but dark and lowering vapours exhaled from the 
earth ; ſo when the Sun of righteouſneſs ariſes, even 
the carnal ordinances and commandments of the law, 


dark and earthly as they ſeem, are gilded by his 


beams, and wear a ſmiling appearance. By his kind- 
ly influence, who 1s the light of the world, the moſt 
barren places of the ſcripture rejoice, and bloſſom as 


the roſe, What portion of ſacred writ is more apt 
to be peruſed without edification and delight, than 


what relates to the Levitical prieſthood 3 the qualiſi- 
cations of their perſons, their apparel, their conſe- 


cration, and different parts of their function? And 


indeed it muſt be confeſſed a very hard taſk to recon- 
ciic with the wiſdom of God the injoining ſuch num- 
berleſs rites, purely for their own ſake. But when 
we conſider that Aaron, and his ſucceſſors, were fi- 
gures of our great High Prieſt, we muſt acknowledge, 
that theſe injunctions are neither unworthy of God, 
nor uſeleſs to man, but are profitable for doctrine, 
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and inſtruction in righteouſneſs. We ſhall inſtany 
in a few things, 


AxD, firſt, We ſhall take notice of the laws re 
ting to the perſons of Aaron and his ſons. Whol, 
ever he was that approached to God in the chara 
of an high prieſt, he behoved, according to the law «i 
Moſes, to be of the ſtock of Iſrael, the tribe of Ley 
the family of Aaron, his genealogy well atteſted, hf 
body ſound, his life temperate, (for he was not to drill 
wine, or other intoxicating liquors) ; his wife muſt ii 
either a virgin, or the widow of a prieſt, but by 
means a divorced woman, or an harlot : and, laſtly, il 
was abſolutely forbidden that he ſhould go out of tl 
ſanctuary to mourn for the dead, unleſs they were H 
neareſt relations. Let us apply theſe things to oi 
High Prieſt, It muſt indeed be acknowledged, thai 
he was neither of the tribe of Levi, nor family of 
Aaron; for „it is evident our Lord ſprang out offi 
„ Judah, and Moſes ſays nothing of the prieſthoo 
e belonging to that tribe.“ In this reſpe&, to Wifi 
ſure, he differs from them in a very eſſential point 
which however it diſqualified him from officiating i 
the temple, (“ for if he were on earth, he ſhould nl 
„be a prieſt), yet does not in the leaſt infer bu 
incapacity to be a prieſt of a higher order tha 
the order of Aaron, that is the order of MelchizeM 
dec, who joined in one perſon the prieſt and the king 
The character and office of a Levitical prieſt he nM 
ver aſſumed when he was upon earth, as indeed! 
could not have any claim unto it. What ſhall wil 
ſay then? That he is inferior to Aaron and his ſu 
ceſſors upon this account? Nay, the difference i 
his tribe is the moſt convincing proof of the ſupe'M 

eminence of his order, Like Aaron, he was tales 


from among men, and was an Hebrew of the Fi 
| brew 
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rews, and never any prieſt of them all could boaſt 
ſuch illuſtrious pedigree as Jeſus Chriſt. Which 
them all was born of a virgin? and“ to which of 
them ſaid God at any time, Thou art my Son, this 
day have I begotten thee? The genealogy of 
e ancient prieſts behoved to be firmly documented ; 
ut they had no ſuch illuſtrious proofs of their being 
e ſons of Levi, as Chriſt had of his being the Son 
f God, which the Father atteſted, both by the voice 
i om heaven, and by the mighty works he enabled 
im to do. The ſoundneſs of their body was no 
WH oubt intended to prefigure the integrity and perfec- 
on of Jeſus Chriſt his-ſoul ; for the leaſt deformity 
ere had rendered him utterly incapable of propitia- 
ng the Deity by the ſacrifice of himſelf : for © fuch- 
an high prieſt became us, who,” though falſely 
ecuſed of many ſins, was never convinced of any, 
ut © was holy, harmleſs, undefiled, ſeparate from 
ſinners,” and a lamb without blemiſh, and with- 
ut ſpot, even in the pure eyes of God. Their 
ſtriction to marry a wife in her virginity, may per- 
aps denote, that the human nature which our great 
igh Prieſt, Jeſus the Son of God, deigned to wed to 
is divine perſon, was not deflowered with fin, but 
pure, incorrupted, and holy thing. But, beyond 
il doubt, we are natively led to think of the whole 
hurch, and every member of that ſociety, being pre- 
ented as chaſte virgins unto Chriſt; In vain does 
he harlot church of Rome, that great whore that 
ts on many waters, claim the high prerogative of be- 
g the only ſpouſe of Chriſt: Hear what the apo- 
tle declares of the followers of the Lamb: © Theſe 
are they which were not defiled with women, for- 
they are virgins: theſe were redeemed from a- 
' mong men, being the firſt-fruits to God and to the 
Lamb.“ The abſtinence from wine and ſtrong. . 
& 3 


* 
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drink, which was commanded, was-not only deſign 
ed to inculcate the ſtricteſt temperance, (which is: 
molt neceſſary virtue to the diſcharge of any import. 
ant truſt that requires the faculties of the mind to be 
in their moſt vigorous ſtate) ; but it may be alſo 
viewed as an implicit intimation of that perfect com-. 
mand of himſelf which our great High Prieſt had nM 
the diſcharging of his office, never forgetting whaM 
he was about in the ſmalleſt inſtance, being alway 
found of quick underſtanding in the fear of the Lord, 
but by no means a gluttonous man, and a winebib- 
ber, as the hypocritical Phariſees maliciouſly affirm- 
ed. The prohibition of going out of the ſanctuary 
to mourn for the dead, was a prediction, that whe 
Jeſus Chriſt ſhould paſs into the heavenly ſanQuary, iſ 
he ſhould leave all his ſorrows behind him, and dwell 
for ever in the preſence of God, where there is ful 
neſs of joy, Moreover, it clearly ſignifies, that beM 
was to aboliſh death and the grave. Hence forth lM 
no unmanly fear be ſhed for the bleſſed dead who dif 
in the Lord. That moſt calamitous event to the ee 
af ſenſe, is, to the eye of faith, the moſt happy revo 
lution in the lot of the juſt. 


Nox are the laws about their prieſtly garments 
Jeſs inſtructive and figniſicant. The curious mate - 
rials of the ephod of gold, blue, purple, and ſcarlet, 
might reprefent the unſearehable riches of Chrilt, i 
and the luſtre of thoſe divine graces which adorned 
his ſacred humanity. The names of the twelve tribes 


he bore firſt upon his ſhoulders, and then upon his 
breaſtplate, as a memorial before the Lord continua 


ly, engraven on precious ſtones, and diſpoſed in 
comely order, is no obſcure emblem of the ſaints, 
whom eur High Prieſt carries both on the ſhoulders 


of his almighty power, and on the breaſt of cordial 
love, 
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ove, according to the moſt pathetic prayer of the 


* upon thine arm.” — Theſe names were ingraven on 


and not ſlightly put into the breaſtplate; for all the 
not the ſmalleſt jewel can be picked from the breaſt- 
hell. It was not lawful for the Iſraelites to enter in- 


to the moſt holy place in their own perſons, but in 
the perſon. of their high prieſt they entered every 


ce) Wl year, as their names were graven on his ſhoulders.- 
vo-: and heart, and preſented unto JEHovan, Even ſo. 


in Jeſus Chriſt, .the holy Chriſtian nation who live 


upon the earth, are entered into the holieſt of all, and 
Shall“ 
te · ¶ ve mention next the Urim and the Thummim that Mo- 


neren fat down with him in heavenly places. 


let, I ies was commanded to put into the breaſtplate of Aa- 


lt, ron? Be it ſo we cannot certainly determine the natute 


nel or form of this divine workmanſhip denoted by ſuch an 


bes uncommon phraſe, we are certain however that in 


his Jeſus Chriſt we have that prieſt who ſtands up with 
al Urim and Thummim, and bears the judgment of I- 
ug rael before the Lord continually, In him are found. 
the cleareſt light of wiſdom, and the greateſt perfec- 
tion of holineſs, In bim that prayer is fully anſwer- 
ed, “ Give the king thy judgments, O Lord, and. 
E 3 


pouſe, set me as a ſeal upon thine heart, as a ſeal 


46 the. 


Precious ſtones : for ſuch are all his ſaints, though difal- 
owed of men, and trampled under foot as naughty peb- 
les, yet are they choſen of God, and precious, and they 
ſhall be his in the day that he makes up his jewels, — 

No tribe was wanting in that moſt coſtly breaſtplate: 
for Jeſus Chriſt knows them by name whonrhe redeems, . 


booth great and ſmall, and there is no reſpect of perſons, . 
They were arranged in comęly order; for“ he 


© is not the God of confulion, but of order, as in all 
te the churches of the ſaints.” They were firmly ſet, . 


WW itbful are fo firmly united unto Jeſus Chriſt, that | 


plate of our Aaron by the joint efforts of earth and 
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te the king's ſon thy righteouſneſs,” The curious 
girdle ſignifies the alacrity wherewith our High Prieſ 
diſcharged every part of his office; for girding up 
the loins of his mind, he did with all his might 
what his hand found. Aaron's girdle was indeed 
of coſtly texture, gold and purple, blue and ſcar- 
let. But of Jeſus Chriſt it was propheſied, “ Faith. 
* fulneſs ſhall be the girdle of his loins, and righ- 
* teouſneſs the girdle of his reins.” The beloved 
apoſtle John beheld him equipt with this prieſtly or: 
nament, when he ſaw him in the viſions of God wall. 
ing in the midſt of the ſeven golden candleſticks, 
clothed with a long white garment down to the foot, 
and girt about the paps with a golden girdle, The 
golden bells ſuſpended around the hem of Aaron! 
under- robe, may ſignify the ſweet ſound of the geo- 
ſpel which is gone into all the earth. O greath 
bleſt are the people who hear this joyful ſound, 
ſweeter to the ear of faith than muſic in its ſoftelt 
{trains to the ear of the body, and undoubted fign that 
our High Prieſt is alive though we fee him not, and 
lives for ever in preſence of IEHñOVAH to make inter 
ceſſion for us. 


THE pomegranates that were curioufly wrought 
betwixt the bells, and equal to them in number, may 
be an emblem of thoſe fruits of righteouſneſs with 
which the preaching of the goſpel is attended. 
The fair mitre that adorned his head, with the vene 
rable inſcription on the plate of gold ſurrounding his 
temples, may put us in mind of Jefus Chrift, who 
the only crowned piieft, and not only holy, but ho- 
lineſs itſelf unto the Lord; yea, he is himſelf the 
holy IE O vA, and fountain cf holineſs unto hs 
people. For ** this is the name whereby he ſhall be 
« called, The Lord our righteouſneſs,” 

Such 
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sven were the garments for glory and beauty the 
ypical prieſthood were commanded to wear, and 


uch their myſtical ſigniſication. Let us come next 
o the manner of their conſecration, The Hebrew 
awgirer is directed to bring Aaron and his ſons 
o the door of the tabernacle of the congregation, 
here they were waſhed with water, arrayed with the 
rieftly veſtments, anointed with the coſtly oil, which 
t was death to counterfeit, and, laſtly, ſanctified by 
he offering up of peculiar ſacrifices, whoſe blood was 
dut upon the extreme parts of their bodies. Though 
rery minute circumſtance in theſe venerable rites 


1ay not be capable of application to Jeſus Chriſt, 
is ſufficient if we can obſerve a general analogy. 


\aron was waſhed in water, to ſignify that he was 
defore polluted ; and Chriſt was baptized, not indeed 
decauſe he was himſelf polluted, but as it became 
im to fulfil all righteouſneſs. Aaron was arrayed 
vith the appointed veſtments; and Chriſt was clo- 
hed with the garment of our fleſh, curiouſly wrought 
n the lower parts of the earth. Aaron was anoint- 
d with oil, wherewith the inferior prieſts were but 
prinkled ; but Chriſt is anointed with the Holy Ghoſt, 
which God gives not by meaſure unto him. Aaron 
as conſecrated with the blood of beaſts ; but Chriſt 
as ſanctified by his own blood, and made perfect 
hrough ſufferings, by which he learned obedience, 
hough he was the Son of God. 


Tux different parts of their functien is the laſt 
hing that demands our attention. Every high 
* prieſt taken from among men, in the manner a- 
dove deſcribed, “ is ordained for men in things per- 
taining unto God, and to offer both gifts and ſacrifi- 
* ces for fin,” This indeed was the molt diſtin- 
puſhing part of their office, and fundamental to all 

other 
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other functions that are appropriated to them. Hoy: 
ever, they were alſo appointed to bleſs the people, u 
pray for them, to inſtruc them in the knowledge of the 
divine will, to overſee the ſervice of the tabernacle, u 
blow the trumpets both in peace and war, and to judy 
betwixt the clean and the unclean, But we ſee Jeſt 
our High Prieſt giving himſelf an offering and a facr 
fice of ſweet-ſmelling ſavour, more grateful unt 
God, and more appealing to his incenſed juſtice, tha 
all the victims that ever ſmoaked in the worldly ſan 
tuary, or than all the gifts that were ever preſent 
there, or than all the incenſe that ever fumed fro 
the golden cenſer. Put off your robes, ye leg 
prieſthood, your work is finiſhed, your office entire 
ſuperſeded. What ye could not do by multiplied ol 
lations, Jeſus Chriſt has done by one ſacrifice, 1 
vail is now rent, and the temple now deſtroyed 
The ſhadow has given place to the ſubſtance, Perf 
haps it was not without a myſtic ſignification, tha 
Zacharias, a prieſt of Aaron's order, and the fatb 
of John, the harbipger of Chriſt, was ftruck dun 
when officiating in the temple, ſo that he could nf 
ſpeak unto the people when he came forth of the hl 
ly place, Might it not be a ſilent omen, that a dM 
penſation was now commencing in the days of Mi 
ſiah, wherein none of Aaron's order ſhould open the! 
mouths any more to bleſs the people, ſaying, ** Tit 
Lord bleſs thee, and keep thee: the Lord malt 
his face to ſhine upon thee, and be gracious un 
* thee: the Lord lift up his countenance upon the 
and give thee peace?“ Jeſus is that prieſt what 
God hath ſent to bleſs us, who prays for his peop! 
whoſe lips keep knowledge to inſtruct us in the v 
of God. Jeſus is that prieſt who overſces the ſerv 
of the tabernacle, being head over all things to ti 
church, which is his body, Jeſus is that prieſt wi 
10 
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d blows the great trumpet of the goſpel, and who 
all deſcend ſhortly from heaven with a ſhout, with 
ge voice of the archangel, and with the trump of 
od, to gather the congregation of the righteous, 
hen all who. have him not for their prieſt to waſh 
d ſprinkle them with his hyſſop and blood, ſhall 
zve him for their prieſt to pronounce them utterly 
clean, 


IX. The hiſtory of Foſhaa, 


HE names of Joſhua and Jeſus are ſcarcely 

more like than their atchievements. This 
aptain, ſo famous in the ſacred hiſtory, was nomi- 
ated to be the ſucceſſor of Moſes, and ordained by 
od's command to this high poſt, in the preſence of 
| the congregation of Iſrael, He received the name 
f Joſhua before, when ſent to ſpy out the land, his 
drmer name being Oſhea : and he is the firſt of the 
ypical perſons who was called by the very name, by 
hich, in future ages, a greater Saviour than he was 
ommonly known. Perhaps it was not without its 
eaning, that he was the ſervant, before he was the 
cceſlor of Moſes ; for it might ſignify, that our Je- 
is was firſt to become the ſervant of the law, before 
e ſhould aboliſh it. But paſling this, let us take a 
ore particular notice of the moſt memorable paſſa- 
es of that marvellous campaign, 


AND the firſt thing that preſents itſelf to our view, 
| his paſling the Jordan, which was miraculouſly 
nven back to afford a ſafe paſſage to the choſen 
eople. In this river God was pleaſed for the fir(t 
me to magnify his ſervant Joſhua in the fight of all 
e tribes of Iſrael; and in this river it pleaſed God 

to 
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to give the firſt moſt public teſtimony to Jeſus Chril, 
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when the heavens ſeemed to open at his baptiſm, an 
the Holy Ghoſt defcended in the likeneſs of a don 
and a voice from the excellent glory proclaimed hi 
high character. But the chief thing to be obſerved 
here, is the reſemblance betwixt the paſſage of 1ſradiſ 
over Jordan into the promiſed land under the conf 
duct of Joſhua, and the paſſage of all the redecmeiM 
through death into the heavenly inheritance, Loni 
had they traverſed the vaſt and howling wildernels,M 
the haunt of ravenous beaſts, and poiſonous ſerpens 
where their hearts many a time were like to faint ſo 
thirſt and hunger; but now the land flowing wiv 
milk and honey receives them, and their wander 
ings in the pathleſs deſart are for ever ended 
Though Jordan overflows his banks, their march wil 
not obſtructed. O powerful preſence of IH 
The fea ſaw it and fled, and Jordan was drive 
* back.” And now they have taken their farewdM 
of the weary wilderneſs, we hear no more of the mi 
raculous cloud that conducted them, nor of the mar 
na that fed them forty years. Such is the ſafety i 
all true Iſraelites when marching to their promiſed 
reſt, under the conduct of the Captain of their ſalr- 
tion, Death is the Jordan through which they pal 
from the wilderneſs of this world into the bliſsful 
regions of immortality. But when they paſs throug 
theſe waters, they ſhal] not overflow them; for be 
who dries up the waters of the ſea by his rebuke, wil 
be graciouſly preſent with them till they gain tbe 
ſafe ſhore of Immanuel's land. Then ſhall the ordr 
nances be diſcontinued, and the Bible ſuperſeded, 
which are ſo neceſſary in their wandering ſtate t0 
ſupport their lives, and guide their paths; as tt 
cloud vaniſhed, and the manna ſtaid, when the fine 
heat of Canaan ſupplied the Iſraelites with food, 

accordin 
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. 
> Wc cordiog to the promiſe, It is not Moſes, but Jo- 
nd aa, who leads through Jordan, Jeſus, thou art the 


aly conqueror of death. What will they do when they 
ome to the ſwellings of Jordan, who are not under 
hy auſpicious conduct ? Thanks be to God who 
ives us this victory over death, not through Moſes, 
r the law, but through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, 
'welve ſtones are left by the Hebrew captain as a 
emorial of this great deliverance; and twelve apo- 
les were appointed by the Captain of our ſalvation 
Wo be witneſſes of all things which he did, both in 
e land of Jews, and in Jeruſalem, 


From the banks of Jordan Jet us now come to the 
alls of Jericho, the accurſed city. Never was town 
r garriſon beſieged in ſuch a manner before or ſince, 
o mounts are raiſed, no battering rams are applied 
o the walls, no attempts are made to ſap the foun- 
lations; but, by the direction of the Lord of hoſts, 
he army marches in filent parade round the walls, 
beir martial muſic is not the ſound of their ſilver 
rumpets, but of ram-horns blown by their prieſts. 
Ridiculous, weak, and fooliſh as this new method of 
ſſault might ſeem to the unbelieving ſinners of Jeri- 
ho, they ſoon found that the weakneſs of God is 
ronger than men, and that the moſt contemptible 
eans, when God ordains them, ſhall gain their end 
n ſpite of all oppoſition, ** What ailed thee, O ſea, 
that thou fleddeſt ? Jordan, that thou waſt driven 
back?“ and ye walls of Jericho, that ye fell flat 


dio the ground, when compaſſed ſeven days? It was 
ded, Pot owing to the ſword of Iſrael, nor even to the 
e u ound of the trumpets, but to the power of Iſrael's 
ie od, accompanying this feeble mean preſcribed for 
iche trial of their faith, and proof of their obedience. 
odor, O the power of faith ! had their walls threaten- 


ed 


- 
— 


— — — 


= = 0...” 


IL 


_ 282 — * —- ol 
[EE „ 
» 
a. - o 


—_— 
— — — 


WY... Sem; 7 X— 22 3 CEE > — 1 
2 — 4D - 4 bit - g 
- — — — — — — — 
* 


— 2 


ou» 


II 


_— n 
— 


N 


9 _ —_ 
ts all 
> 


S— 
\ 


Ts 


= — — 
— 
LO on 2 © 


3 150 — 


60 Typical Perſons. Bock! 


ed the clouds, and been harder than adamant, fri 
er than braſs, down muſt they tumble on the eveni 
of the ſeventh day. Thus are the ſtrong- holds of 
and every high thing that exalts itſelf againſt d 
New Teſtament Joſhua, caſt down by the migh 
weapons of the Chriſtian warfare, which are not en 
nal. The feeble voice of the goſpel, when faithſ 
ly preached, though not with a filver ſound, or wi 
excellency of ſpeech, ſhall be mighty through Gt 
to triumph over all oppoſition: ſo it was in the d 
of the apoftles; ſo it has been in every diſtant ag 
and ſo it ſhall be till the victory is complete. Thu 
Babylon, ſhall thy proud towers be levelled with || 
ground, though ſeemingly fearleſs of aſſault. *H 
the day of the Lord ſhall be on every high wil 
«© and on every one that is proud and lifted up 
Though the kings of the earth ſhould give th 
ſtrength to the beaſt, our Joſhua ſhall prevail, by 
fooliſhneſs of preaching, and the ſound of the go 
trumpet ; and at the appointed time the ſtrong· la 
angel ſhall cry, “ Babylon the great is fallen, 
<« fallen,” 


Tur ſaving of Rahab and her houſchold is il 
next remarkable occurrence. Who would hare 
pected to find in this city of deſtruction even a ſro 
believer, whoſe faith ſhould be celebrated by one 
poltle, and her works by another? and who ſhot 
have alſo the honour to make one of that i]luſtri 
line from whence the Meſſias ſhould ariſe ? But 
was. Though once a notorious ſinner, and call 
Naſßab the harl:t to this day; yet ſhe was a bell 
of the promiſe that God made to Iſrael, and prof 
by her works that her faith was genuine: for! 
tecting the meſſengers of Joſhua at the hazard of! 
life, ſhe preferred the intereſts of the church of 6 
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\ thoſe of her country, which ſhe knew very well 
as impoſſible to be ſaved. Though we can by no 
eans juſtify the diſſimulation by which ſhe ſaved the 
dies from the purſevants of the king of Jericho; yet 
s God has forgiven her for being once a harlot and 
liar, ſo muſt we alſo forgive thoſe blameable parts 
f her conduct, of which ſhe has long ſince truly re- 
ented, Well does Joſhua anſwer his name, in ſa- 
ing not the race of Iſrael only, but Rahab, though 
curſed Canaanite, with all her houſehold, though 
Wnner of the Gentiles, Was it not à dark prelude 
f Jeſus Chriſt, our better Joſhua, his ſaving the 
ßentile world from the wrath to come, as well as the 
reſerved of Jacob ? Might it not portend, that pu- 
licans and harlots, and ſuch notorious ſinners, 
zould be received among the firſt into his heavenly 
ingdom ? and that the harlot Gentiles, who for- 
jerly were ſerving divers luſts, and living in the 
olt abominable idolatries, ſhould be incorporated 
to the holy ſociety of the church, and eſpouſed as 
chaſte bride to Jeſus Chriſt, as Rahab became a 
oſelyte to the Jewiſh religion, and the wife of Na- 
on, an illuſtrious prince in the chief of their tribes ? 
erhaps the ſcarlet thread, which, at the direction of 
e ſpies, ſhe hung forth of her window, as a diſcri- 
natiog ſignal, by which all under her roof were 
eemed from the diſmal deſolation; perhaps, I ſay, 
might be an intimation, though a very obſcare one, 
at the ſhedding of Chriſt's red blood ſhould prove 
e means of ſalyation to the Gentile world, and of 
aking peace betwixt the Jews and them, who were 
rmerly at variance, and harboured mutual hatred, 
ed was the colour of ſalvation to Iſrael in Egypt, 
en the ſprinkling their dcors with blood protected 
em from the deſtroying angel's ſword ; and red is 
colour of ſalyation to Rahab in Canaan, when 
the 
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dows where the blood of Chriſt is found. 


for ſo is his will whom not only the ſun and moos 


the hanging a ſcarlet thread over her windows wy 7 
her ſecurity from the deſtroying ſword of 1fſra 

Happy they who have the blood of Chriſt upon then, £ 
not er deſtruction, (as the Jews who murdered hin 
and imprecated this dreadful vengeance on then 
ſelves and their poſterity), but for /alvation, (as a 
them who believe). Rahab's ſafety was confirm 
by the oath of men, but theirs by the oath of God 
for whom it is impoſſible to lie, Deſtruction 2 
proaches not theſe doors, death enters not theſe win 


Ix vain did the kings of Canaan conſpire to oppo: 
the victorious Joſhua after the deſtruction of Jericho; 
for at laſt he bids his captains ſet their feet upon the 
necks of the hoſtile princes, in token of full conqueſt. 
Nor was it ſtrange he ſhould be able to do this, when 
the very heavens befriended him, by caſting don 
prodigious hailſtones to kill his flying enemies; and 
their moſt glorious luminaries, the ſun and moon 
were obedient to his voice, and ſtood {till in their hz 
bitation, till the vengeance written was execute up 
on the devoted nations, Such is that complete vii 
tory over all the enemies of God and his people 

which he ſhall gain who goes forth conquering and u 
conquer, It is the diſtinguiſhed honour of all hi 
faithful ſoldiers to tread upon the devil, the world. 
and the luſts of the fleſh. Theſe are the dragon: 
and the lions which they trample under their feet; 
theſe are the kings they bind with chains; theſe ai 
the nations they ſhall daſh in ſhivers as a potter's ve. 
ſel with a rod of iron, And a time is coming wht 
the upright ſhall have dominion over the wicked: 


but all the numerous hoſts of heaven and carth obe) 
Ar 
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ar laſt the favoured nation of the Jews are brought 


W into their promiſed reſt, under the conduct of their 
Valiant general. He puts them in quiet poſſeſſion of 


that happy country which he had before ſpied out for 


them. This Moſes could not do. So Jeſus Chriſt 
hath introduced us, not into a temporal reſt, like 
tine, O Jothua, but into a ſpiritual and eternal reſt, 
. incorruptible and undetiled inheritance, which the 
law could not do, having become weak through the 
beſh. 


X. The hiſtory of Samſon, 


Samſon, that mighty and renowned judge of Iſ- 
tael, whoſe birth, life, and death, were all ſo ex- 
B traordinary, that, as ſome ſuppoſe, the fabulous 
tales of Hercules, ſo famous in Greece, are but this 


true hiſtory metamorphoſed, and daſhed with fiction, 
n may indeed ſeem odd to inſert a perſon, whoſe vi- 


the illuſtrious types of jeſus Chriſt; for the hints of 
his religious and ſaintly diſpoſition in the hiſtory of 
the judges, are ſo dubious and ſparing, that one 
would be tempted to ſuſpect whether he was a ſaint 
at all, But the honourable character he was veſted 


he was enabled to atchieve, afford us more than a 
preſumption that he was not wholly a ſtranger to the 
fear of the Lord, Above all, his reputation as a be- 
liever is firmly eſtabliſhed by a New-Teſtament wri- 
ter, who ranks him among the eminent worthies who 

* lived and died in faith, who by faith ſubdued king- 
| © doms, wrought righteouſneſs, obtained promiſes, 
* opt the mouths of lions, quenched the violence of 
F 2 © fire, 


LET us now glance at the prodigious feats of 


ees were ſo glaring and unmanly, in the catalogue of 


with by God, and the ſignal deliverances of his people 
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*« fire, eſcaped the edge of the ſword, out of weak. iſ 
e neſs were made ſtrong, waxed valiant in fight, a 
turned to flight the armies of the aliens.“ Be it {6 
that, on account of the criminal weakneſs of his mind J 
which wrought his on deſtruction, he is rather a 5. 
gure of the ſinner ; yet if we conſider the prodigiouM 
itrength of his body, which wrought ſalvation in I. 
rael, he is juſtly eſteemed a figure of the Saviour. 


Tur citcumſtances of his birth ſo much reſemble Y 
thoſe of Jeſus Chriſt's, that we can ſcarcely pai 
them over in ſilence. Both Jeſus Chriſt and he wen 
conceived in an extraordinary manner beſide the 
courſe of nature; their birth, and future importance, x 
were declured, by a meſſenger from the inviſibeſM 
world, to their female parents, that they ſhould be : 
Nazarites unto God, and ſaviours of Iſrael. Only 
whereas Samſon's mother was but a barren ſpouſe, thei 
mother of Jeſos was an unſpotted virgin. The angel 
that appeared to Manoah's wife refuſed to tell his 
name when importnned; but the angel who appeared 
o the wife of Joſeph, declared who he was without 
being aſked, Samſon was but a legal Nazarite fron 
the womb, and many a time he ſeems to have acl 
a part very unworthy of ſuch a ſacred name; bu 
Jeſus Chriſt was that in fubſtance, which Samſon, 
and other Nazarites, were only in ſhadow; * holy, 
** harmleſs, undefiled, ſeparated from ſinners, pure! 
than ſnow, whiter than milk, more ruddy in body 
* than rubies, his poliſhing was of ſapphire,” He 
was, during his whole life, dedicated to the ſervice 
of God, abſtracted from the affairs of the world, de- 
nied to the gratiſications of ſenſe, and pure from all 
uncleanneſs. And, laſtly, that the reſemblance be- 
twixt him and that religious order might be mort 
complete, whereas, at the expiring of their vo, 
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The hijlory of Samſon. 65 
they were obliged, by the divine law, to offer as ma- 
ny ſacrifices as though they had been lepers, even 
though they had fully complied with all their reſtric- 
tions ;—ſo Jeſus Chriſt, that he might fully pay his 
vow to the mighty God of Jacob, offered himſelf a 
ſacrifice, though he had no fin of his own. to be ex- 
piated. And perhaps it is more than a conjecture, 
that his education in the village of Nazareth, which 
occaſioned his being- called a Nazarene, in the com- 
mon ſtile of his country, was intended, in the ſecret 
providence of God, to be an intimation to all, that 
he was the true Nazarite in whom the ancient laws of 
Nazariteſhip were to receive their end: and thus, ac- 
cording to a holy evangeliſt, it was fulſilled that is 
written in the prophets, “ He ſhall be called a Na- 


= © Zarene,” * 


vues ſhall now come to take notice of ſome of the. 
"WE moſt ſingular actions of this illuſtrious Danite, which 


WT are as uncommon as his extraordinary birth preſaged. 
Whether his marriage with a Philiſtine was any dark. 
W figure of the calling of the Gentiles, I will not de- 
W termine, But his encounter with the young lion that 
WJ rored againſt him, when he had no defenſive weapon 
Win his hand, in which he. was victorious, (a prelude 
of his future victories), ſeems not unlike that firſt 
W preluſive battle our Redeemer had with the roring 


lion of hell, who met him in the wildernefs, and ro- 
red againſt him by three moſt hideous temprations, 
but was totally routed and overcome by the Lion of 
che tribe of Judah. 


Hail Son of the Maſt High, heir of both worlgs, 

Lueller of Satan, on thy glorious work 

Now enter and begin to ſave mankind, 
-MiLTON. 
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him by its threatenings, but he overcame it by hM 
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And whereas the dead carcaſe of the hon is records 
to have become an hive of bees, who, by ſome ſtrang 
inſtinct, choſe here to make their honey, this may a 
leaſt put us in mind what are the happy effects of thei 
conqueſts of our Redeemer. The law rored again 


complete ſatisfaction. Death rored againſt him, 
and thought to ſwallow him; but, O death, he wal 
thy plague. Be not afraid of the condemning lay, ; 
ve that believe in the Son of God, tremble not at tie 
thoughts of death. Theſe roring lions are quell 
by your almighty Redeemer, who has ſeen the travel 
of his ſoul, and is ſatisfied, as Samſon did eat of the : 
honey which he found in the carcaſe, and who alſo 
invites his people to partake with him in his repaſ; 
as it is ſaid, ** Fat ye that which is good, and la 
your ſoul delight itſelf in fatneſs.” To hare 
beheld a flight of eagles alighted on the carrio, i 
would been no uncommon occurrence; for “ when 
the carcaſe is, there will the eagles be gatherel 
«+ together.” But for bees to take up their qua- 
ters in a dead carcaſe, and there to depoſite their de: 
licious ſtores, is ſo unlike the natural diſpoſition d 
theſe clean and prudent inſects, as to afford the mat 
ter of that famous riddle which this great champia 
propounded to his friends on occaſion of this extraor- 
dinary adventure, and which they were not able u 
gueſs the meaning of, till, according to the proven 
then uſed, they plowed with his heifer, Thi 
twarms of Chriſtians ſhould be aſſociated together, 
and live by the death of Jeſus Chrilt, the Lion of tic 
tribe of Judah, whoſe fleſh is meat indeed; that glo- 
ry fhould come to us by his diſhonour, riches by bi! 
poverty, ſtrength by his weakneſs, hfe by his death; 
that the moſt unlikely means ſhould bring about tit 


molt plorivus and beneficial ends; that our moſt ter 
ribe 
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Pole enemies ſhould be meat for us; that what pro- 
(es nothing but ſtench and putrefaction, ſhould yield 
eet comfort and refreſhment; theſe are the things 
Which by the goſpel are declared unto us, Here Sam- 
Wn, thy riddle unfolds itſelf, which none can under- 

0 FF aright who plough not with God's heifer, that is, 

im, ie Spirit of God, who ſearcheth all things, and re- 
Neals what the natural man receiveth not nor knows, 


ir was ſtrange the Iſraelites did not join together 
Nader ſuch a redoubted. champion to ſhake off the 
Whameful yoke. of: the Philiſtines, But they were ſo 
ost to all ſenſe. of ſhame and gratitude, as to treat 
Whe deliverer of their country like the betrayer of it. 
Wrhey bind (by his owa conſent) their judge and a- 
Peoger, and traiterouſly deliver him up to their ty- 
ants and oppreſſors. But their joy was ſhort in 
their priſoner, For burſting their bands, and caſt- 
Wag away their cords, with a very contemptible wea- 
pon, he deals death and deſolation at every blow, 
ad makes a moſt terrible carnage. For the Spirit of 

the Lord came upon him, and firung his arm with 
more than mortal vigour, and the promiſe was lite- 
rally fulſilled, “That one ſhould chaſe a thouſand.” 
Even ſo, the avenger of the human race, the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, was baſely delivered up by his own 
countrymen, who had received many fawours from 
him, into the hands of the Gentiles. But without 
his own conſent, Judas, with all his rout, could not 
have bound him. O Saviour of the world! thy love 
to men, and obedience to God, were the inviſible, 
but mighty cords that held thee faſt. Theſe, and 
Lot the nails that transfixed thy hands and feet, hin- 
dered thee to ſave thyſelf, and come down from the 
croſs, Burt the triumphing of the wicked was ſhort ; 

zor when they yaiply imagined they bad him ſure ard 
ſafe, 


his ſhoulders part of the battlements of that ſtrong «i 
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ſafe, faſtened to a croſs, and laid in the grave, 
{tarts up a dreadful adverſary, the cords of death of 
not able to hold him; out of weakneſs he is nM 
ſtrong ; and though all nations compaſſed him, yet if 
the name of the Lord he did deſtroy them. al 
how contemptible was the inſtrument he uſed in H 
mighty work! As when Samſon, who wanted i 
ſpears and ſwords, was directed to uſe no other v 
pon but the jaw-bone of an aſs : fo Jeſus Chriſt, W 
could have commanded the ſecular arm to ſpread uM 
conqueſts of his goſpel, or have ordained ſtrengt 
out of the mouths of eloquent orators, and profounſ 
philoſophers; yet choſe contemptible fiſhermen, a 
perfected praiſe out of the mouths of babes and ſuc 

lings. 


I MIGHT mention, in the next place, his marr 
lous eſcape from Gaza, where he was watched ii 
night by his enemies, but he eluded their vigilance 
and unhinging their maſſy gates, he took away vp 


ty, for they were not the Lord's, and carried them u 
the top of an hill, the enemies having no power eitheif 


to reſiſt or to purſue. An emblem of our mighty 8 


viour ſleeping in the chamber of the grave, where it 
was watched by the jealous ſcribes and Phariſees 
who vainly imagined to hinder his reſurrection. Bit 
when they leaſt expected he aroſe, he burſt the gate 
of death, and leading captivity captive, he aſcendel 
on high. 


Bur the manner in which he died is perhaps wha! 
molt intitles him to be the type of Jeſus Chriſt, who, 
like Samſon, was betrayed and ſold by a pretended 
friend, bound, blindfolded, inſulted, and made bi 
grave with the wicked, Like Samſon, he ne, 

ſigne 


ned his breath ; but by his death, death was aboliſh- 
princ ipalities and powers were ſpoiled, and, O ye 
emies of ſalvation, deſtructions have a perpetual end. 
y death, O Jeſus, is our life, and by thy croſs we 
umph over theſe wicked luſts that have ſhorn the 
ks of our ſtrength, have bound us with fetters of 
on, have put out the eyes of our mind, and made us 
ell in darkneſs, and toil at the abhorred drudgery 
the devil, Happy they who are avenged of theſe 
vel enemies, though like thee, © Samſon, they 
ould die with them, 


XI. The bi/tory of David, 


* = 
n — * 


: || Ir xx is ſcarcely 2 more amiable and conſum- 

_ mate character to be found in the compaſs of 
d af K cred hiſtory than David's, notwithſtanding ſome 
ne cm iſhes with which it is tarniſhed, What mouth 
not opened in the praiſes of this good king, the 

lt of the kind that ſwayed the Jewiſh ſceptre, who 
honoured to be the penman of theſe deyout and 
ppturous compoſitions {tiled ? P/alms, where the 
| races of poetry ſtrive with the beauties of holineſs, 
Id which are juſtly eſteemed the treaſure of the 
Word, and a complete ſyſtem of revelation in mini- 
Wiure? When we conſider that fervent devotion, 
Wat ſubmiſſion to the divine will, that delight in 
0's law, and zeal for his worſhip, that ſpirit of 
Worgiveneſs in the caſe of perſonal injuries, and the 
Neher lovely graces that breathe through all his wri- 
ngs and hiſtory, we muſt certainly allow him to 
ave been a ſaint of the firſt magnitude, But it is 
Eiefly to be obſerved, to the honour of this illu- 


4s at once a prophet, a progenitor, and a figure of 
the 


The hiſtory of David. 69 


trious king ſo much talked of in the Bible, that he 
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the Meſhah. The laſt particular is fo evident fn 
innumerable places, where David and his Lord of 
change not only words and ſpeeches, but alſo nam. 
that taking for granted this obvious truth, we | 
briefly hint at the moſt remarkable parallels bei 
them, | 


Pranars his very name David, which (igri 
beloved, may intimate, that Chriſt his antitype ſho 
be the beloved of God and of men. But it is cert 
the place of his birth was always held to be the (alli 
where Chriſt ſhould be born. Might not this be fff 
reaſon why David (who was a prophet, and kn a 
that himſelf was a type of Chriſt, and that he ſhouſ 
be born in the ſame village) diſcovered ſuch a fou 
neſs for Bethlehem, as to be ſeized with ardent lol 
ing even fora draught of water from its well? M 
was this little village aggrandized, by piving birth 
king David, but more by giving birth to Jeſus Chril 
for ſo the prophet ſings; But thou Bethlehem 
„ phratah, though thou be little among the tha 
*« ſands of Judah, yet out of thee ſhall he come for! 
** unto me, that is to be ruler of Iſrael, whole g 
„ ipgs forth have been of old from everlaſting.” 


From the place of his birth let us come tot 
qualifications of his perſon both in body and mini 
The ruddineſs of his complexion is very particulai) 
noticed by the ſacred hiſtorian, And beſides it 
comelineſs of his perſon, his prudence and valour ꝶ 
commended him at court, when he had no higit 
title than the ſor of Fefſe the Bethlehemite, But“ 
bove all, his character is crowned by that moſt an 
ple commendation God was pleaſed to give him wht 
he removed Saul, I have found a man after mi 


* own heart, that ſhall fulfil all my will.” 4% 
when 
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ere ſhall theſe illuſtrious endowments be found in 
ir higheſt perfection but in the perſon of the Son 
David, who is white and ruddy, the chiefeſt a- 
ng ten thouſand, fairer than the children of men, 
mighty God, the prudent ſervant of the Lord, 
, latly, who came to do thy will, O God, thy 
as was in the midſt of his heart?“ 


lor us next compare their ſufferings, and we 
l find a ſurpriſing reſemblance, We might, firſt, 
e notice of his lurking in obſcurity for a long time 
nis Father's houſe, where he tended the flocks of 
ep, before he was a ſhepherd of men. But though 
e like obſcurity was the fate of Jeſus Chriſt for a 
ns track of years, when he dwelt in his father's 
Wuſe, perhaps it is not ſo proper to mention this 
Wrticular under the head of David's afflictions ; for 
We can ſcarce doubt but it was the moſt happy pe- 
od of his whole life, when he followed the ews 
th young, From the time he began to attract the 
Pfervation of the world, what was the greateſt part 
his life but a continual war ? His own brother 
Wade him a very ſurly ſpeech, to deter him from his 
rſt public adventure in encountering Goliath, infinu- 
ting, that the ſole motive he had in viſiting the camp 
to r that juncture, was pride and naughtineſs of heart. 
minhbich puts us in mind of the coarſe reception our 
Jar WWracious Redeemer met with from · his brethren ac- 
s Wording to the fleſh, who received him not, but load- 
ur eh him with the moſt odious imputations, and viru- 
isbn reproaches, and always put the worſt conſtruc- 
ut ions upon his words and actions. We are alſo told, 
tun lat ſome of his neareſt relations believed not on 
bam. And as to the perſecutions he endured un- 
mier the tyrant reign of Saul, (which were the occa- 
Avon of many ſweet pſalms, tranſmitted even to our 
ber ; times), 
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times), the likeneſs betwixt them and thoſe of 
ſus Chriſt, under the tyrant reign of Herod, is ol 
er than one would think at firſt view. David's | 
is ſought after by his own king: and what was 
quarrel? It was the fear that David would ſucy 
to the crown, as was revealed to the prophet Samui 
ſo Jeſus Chriſt is perſecuted by Herod king of 
dea, from a fooliſh ſappoſition, that he could el 
the high decrees of Heaven, and falſify the ſeripu 
of the prophets. In David's quarrel the innof 
prieſts in Nob were cruelly butchered, and the ir 

cent babes in Bethlehem in the cauſe of Jeſus Chr 
* Curſed be their anger, for it was cruel.” | 
both the bloody tyrants ſhared the ſame ſucceſs; i 
as all attempts to ſeize the perſon of David wn 
vain, ſo Herod's bloody plot againſt the life of Chr 
proved abortive. But when we are remember 
David and all his afflictions, we muſt not forget u 
very ſingular one which befel him, when he 1 
compelled, by an unnatural ſon, and rebellious {i 
jects, to fly from his royal city, and with his ſorro 
ful friends paſſed over the brook Kidron in a n 
lancholy plight. It was over this ſame brock ti 
Son and Lord of David paſſed to that fatal garde 
where he was apprehended, in company with his far 
rowful apoſtles. And what was no ſmall addition t 
David's diſtreſs, his ewn familiar friend, in what 
he confided, and ſeryant that ate of his bread, pla 
ed the traitor, and lift up his heel againſt him. 4 
circumſtance which was not wanting in the caſed 
Jeſus Chriſt, betrayed by one of his apoſtles, Wie 
knows not that the ſame ſcriptures are applied to qu 
das in the New Teſtament, that are in the Old (pe 
ken of Ahithophel ? © Let his habitation be deſolat! 
and let another take his office,” It is true, tt 


Son of David knew from the beginning who ſhould 
betri! 


The hiſtory of David. 73 
tray him, which David knew not: but in other 
pects the parallel is very near; for both theſe cur- 
| traitors were alike in their former character and 
iſt, alike in their execrable villany, and alike in 
ir tragical end. 


HavinG enumerated ſome of David's typical af- 


I el ions, let us come to his renowned atchievements 
ipu th in war and peace, wherein alſo he ſeems to 
noc ve been deſigned an emblem of the fame glorious 


rſon. His victory over that proud inſulting Phili- 
ne who defied the armies of the living God, is 
ne of the leaſt exploits for which he ſtands record- 


3; ia the rolls of fame. He heard his blaſphemous 
ing; he ſaw the unmanly terror of the Iſraelites, 
Chino all declined the ſingle combat of this vain boaſt- 


; he was informed of the great rewards the victor 
ould receive from the king, and not in the leaſt in- 
midated by his fierce appearance; he reſolves to 
cept the challenge in the name of the inſulted God 
W Iſrael, Armed with no weapons but his ſtaff and 
ing, he lays the vaunting warrior proſtrate in death, 
dding withal this indignity to his huge corpſe, to 
ver his head from the body with his own ſword. 
Let the vaunting Goliath be an emblem of the 
100 181i], who has the power of death. A great reward 
whoa propoſed to the perſon who ſhall encounter and o- 


play ercome this formidable enemy by the King of hea- 
a en. No man, no angel, dared the arduous enter- 
iſe riſe. But Jeſus Chriſt deſcending to viſit his bre- 


hren, and ſce 'our camp, and moved with a beco- 
ing zeal for the glory of God, ani the ſalvation of 
ne human race, and for the jay that was ſet before 
im, he prepares himſelf for the mortal combat. 
lis brethren indeed deſpiſed him, and uſed him 
icely, but he was not deterred from his merciful 
G deſign, 
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that God the Lord might dwell for ever among the 


defign, He borrowed no armour from us, for 
only partook of our infirm fleſhly nature: but by 
own {trength and wiſdom he obtained the vial 
with the ſtaff of his croſs; a moſt unlikely weapn 
for God was his ſhield and glory, and the lifter; 
of his head. By death,” which was like the d 
vil's ſword, “he deſtroyed him that had the poy 
ce of death: and the ſaying of the prophet is {i 
filled, „I will fave them by the Lord their 60 
and will not ſave them by bow, nor by ſword, wil 
ce by battle, nor by horſes, nor by horſemen.” vil 
might alſo obſerve, how his taking the ſtrong-hd 
of Zion from the Jebuſites might be an emblem 
Chriſt his conquering the Gentile church. His «if 
firing to find a place for the God of Jacob to reſt. 
may be conſidered in the ſame light. This, 0! 
viour, was thy gracious deſign in viſiting our regia 
of mortality, to find a place of reſt among the finh 
race of men, for that God whoſe throne is the high 
eſt heaven, and his footſtool the earth—to | 
not a ſhadowy reſt upon an carthly mountain, or it 
material ſtructure, but a real, a glorious, an ere 
Jaſting reſt in the temple of thy body the chu 
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GREAT was the glory to which the king of lin 
was raiſed from ſmall beginnings ; and the prudend 
of his adminiſtration when he was lifted out of tl 
duſt, proved him not to have been unworthy of ſuc 
high dignity. It is true, we muſt allow him to ha 
committed no ſmall errors in ſome particular a&s 8 
government; but as to the main of his conduct, l 
received this honourable teſtimony, Ie fed tht 
according to the integrity of his heart, and guide 
© them by the ſkilfulneſs of his hands,” Even" 
the humble Saviour, who might truly ſay, © * 
4e heat 


| The hiflory of Solomon, 77 
heart is not haughty, O Lord, neither are mine eyes 
by lofty,” was exalted from his ſtate of low debaſe- 
Wnt to the higheſt pinnacle of glory, to become not 
ly the head of his church, but of the Heathen, 
d the people who know him not are made to ſerve 
W's will. But in this he far excels the type, that 
Wc annals of his reign are not ſtained with any the 
alleſt blots, and“ of the increaſe of his govern- 
ment and peace there ſhall be no end.“ 


We ſhall but mention, in the laſt place, the co- 
enant of royalty which God was pleaſed to make 
ith David and his ſeed for ever; an emblem of that 
ovenant which God hath made with Chriſt as the 
Wepreſcotative of his choſen people. This covenant, 
David, was thy conſolation in all thy family- 
rials, and under the melancholy apprehesſions of thy 
Wucceſlor's apoſtacy, O may it alſo be our conſola- 
ion, and Jet all the children of Zion be joyful in 
their King, 


r 10 
ere! | 
ure XII. The hiftery of Solomon. 
the 

HE next illuſtrious perſonage we ſhall mention, 
Ira is Solomon the ſon of David; the wiſe, weal- 
deny thy, magniſicent, and peaceful monarch of Jeruſalem, - 


who, like his father, was honoured to be the pen- 
man of a very conſiderable and uſeful part of the in- 


ſpired writings, by which he may be juſtly reckoned 
o have made abundant compenſation to the church 
of God, for the great offence he was left to give to 
all zood men, by the ſad apoſtacy of his advanced 
years, That he was a ſigure of the Meſſiah, ſeems 
evident from what God ſaid concerning him by the 
prophet Nathan, which is applied by a New-Telta- 
8 ment 
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ment writer to Jeſus Chriſt, —©* I will be to hin 
« Father, and he ſhall be to me a Son; - 
what David ſaid in the ſeventy-ſecond pſalm - 
from the molt excellent Song. of ſongs compoſed! 
Solomon, not concerning himſelf, but Jeſus Chu 
the glorious Bridegroom of the church, under a b 
rowed name. Nor is it difficult to find out ſeverlif 
things in Solomon's character and hiſtory, that grealif 
ly reſemble the character and hiſtory of a far greaf 
perſon than he, 


Wr ſhall, firſt, Take notice of that wiſdom x 
ſagacity for which he was ſo much celebrated, 
pleaſed God to confer upon this beloved king a vel 
uncommon meaſure of intellectual endowments, tot 
him for diſcharging the high office to which he wa 
raiſed. He aſked wiſdom from God as the beſt al 
molt perfect gift: nor did he aſk in vain; for Go 
gave him a wiſe and underitanding heart, as net 
monarch had before. His wiſdom far excelled thi 
of the moſt renowned ſages of his time. The wolf 
of nature was all his own, He ſpake of plants an 
animals from the triumphant cedar.down to the hum: 
ble moſs, and from the ſoaring eagle to the creepiny 
inſet, As a ſcholar no queiticn was too hard fo 
him to reſolve, and as a judge no caſe too intticat 
to decide, The wiſdom of his proverbial ſayings 
and the ſublimity of his poetical compoſitions, ma 
be meſt certainly inferred from thoſe ſpecimens whid 
have reached our times. He was not only revetel 
s the oracle of his country, but even princes neigh! 
bouring and remote courtcd his friendſhip, and weft 
ambitious of his acquaintance, His very ſervants tha 
miniſtered unto him were pronounced happy by! 
great queen, who, fired with the love of wiſdom, 


undertook a long and expenſive journey, leaving f 


ook [ The hiflery of Solman. T7 
2 me the delights of her court, and the cares of . 
-, e, to pay him a vifit of whom ſhe had heard ſo 


ch, though ſtill, as ſhe afterwards acknowledged, 

> half. had not been told her: therefore ſhall ſhe. 
e up in judgment againſt the men in every gene- 

'0n, who refuſe to hear the wiſdom, and receive 
- inftruction of a greater than Solomon, who is the 

dom of God itſelf, and in whom are hid treaſures, 

treaſures of wiſdom and knowledge, who inſtead 
WT waiting till we come to ſeek him, has come from 

Wen to us, and cries in the chief places of con— 

Worſe, in the openings of the gates, in the city he 
Nereth his words, ** How loag, ye ſimple ones, 
will ye love ſimplicity, and fools hate knowledge? 

turn you at my.reproof,” What was thy wiſdom, 

lomon, to his on whom, as the prophet teſtifies, 
e Spirit of the Lord did reſt, the Spirit of wiſdom, 
dunſel, and knowledge, to make him of quick un- 
ſtanding in the fear of the Lord. Admire we the 
aſt extent of Solomon's erudition? There is no 
eature that is not manifeſt in the ſight of Jeſus 
hriſt from the greateſt unto the leaſt, Is it record- 
of him, that with the utmoſt facility he anſwered 
e hard queſtions that were put to him? Neither 
an the wiſdom of Jeſus. Chriſt be nonpluſſed to an- 
er the moſt puzzling query, when that moſt diffi- 
it of any has been reſolved by him, Wherewith 
ſhall a guilty finner come before the Lord? and 
how ſhall he bow himſelf before the high God?“ 
Was Solomon an acute penetrating judge, judging 
is people with righteouſneſs, and his poor with 
dgment? Of Chriſt it was declared, “ He ſhall 
not judge after the ſeeing of his eyes, nor reprove 
after the hearing of his ears; but with 1ighteoul- 
' neſs ſhall he judge the poor, and reprove with e- 
' quity for the meek of the earth.” He diſcerss at 
s G 3 fir(t 
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78 Typical Perſons. © Book! 
firſt view a Nathanael and a Judas, and will ſepara 
the righteous and the wicked. And what are u 
wiſe ſpeeches of Solomon to thoſe of Jeſus Chriſt, . 


whoſe Spirit the whole ſcriptures were dictated, a 
Solomon himſelf inſpired ? | 


To the wiſdom let us ſubjoin the wealth of 80 
mon, who made even filver in Jeruſalem as the ſtonif 
of the ſtreet. But how ſhall this agree to our Li 
Jeſus, who was himſelf a poor man, without a fix: 
dwelling place, and whoſe followers moſt generil) 
are the poor among men? True indeed he neith: 
poſſeſſed the riches of the world himſelf, nor can 
ſubjects boaſt that they have amaſſed huge quantiti 
of white and yellow earth, called filver and gol 
yet are thy riches, Lord Jeſus, unſearchable ; eter 
ty itſelf too ſhort to count them. The arithmetic 
angels would not be able to caſt the mighty ſv 
Theſe riches haſt thou purchaſed by thy poem 
and what is ſaid of money, we ſtill more truly afin 
of thy inexhauſtible fulneſs, ** It anſwers all things. 
If Solomon made ſilver as the ſtones, Jeſus Chr 


renders the moſt admired vanities of the world bi 
loſs and dung. O the immenſe value of the 1iches 


Chriſt, of whom it is ſaid in the prophet, ** For bras 
* will bring gold, for iron ſilver, for wood braſs, a 
* forſtenes iron.” Even ſuch amazing wealth is ſcate 
ly ft to be an emblem of the true riches ; for a New-T 
ſtament writer riſes in the deſcription, and talks cf 
city whoſe inhabitants are kings, whoſe walls are 
ſper, whoſe gates are pearls, whoſe ſtreets are pave 
with gold. Here that precious metal on which tit 
men of the world ſet their hearts, is trodden with t 
feet. How diminutive is the ſplendor of eartli 
courts ! how deſpicable is a Solomon, though ſeat 
on his ivory throne, in compariſon of ſuch ſtufe 


(00 
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as magnificence, which never indeed exiſted in the 
orld of nature, but lras a true, though ſpiritual ex- 
ence in the kingdom of Jeſus Chriſt ! To conclude 
gen, as the wiſdom of Solomon was but folly to the 
iſdom of Jeſus Chriſt; ſo, in compariſon of his 
iches, his wealth was poverty, 


*% Ni i A. 


Sol 
ſton From his wiſdom and wealth, let us come to the 
La tent of his dominion, which we are told was very 
fix:Mvide. And if in the multitude of people is the king's 
rl onour, the King Meſſiah equals and far excels the 
zeit ing of iſrael. What was it to reign over all kingdoms 
an rom the Euphrates to the midland ſea, and to the 
ntie orner of Egypt, to his extenſive ſway whoſe king- 
gel om rules over all? 
etem 
etic. Bur what was a moſt ſingular recommendation of 
ſenolomon's happy reign, for the moſt part it was 
ve ot diſturbed either with civil jars or foreign war; 
aff or, as his name imported, he was a man of reſt, 
ling and, except toward the latter end of his days, his 
Chi objects enjoyed the moſt profound tranquillity, 
Id This was deſigned to be a faint repreſentation of the 
-hes Meovernment of the I rince of peace, whoſe goſpel is a 
bra doctrine which, if ſincerely believed, effeQually re- 
ſs, a conciles men to God and one another. Therefore 
ſcateſhibe ancient prophets, ſpeaking of theſe peaceful 
W.Te times when Meſſiah ſhould reign, have collected the 
ks ck woſt liriking ard amiable images of peace that can 
are well be conceived, They talk of nations beating 
Cate teir iwords into ploughſhares, and their ſpears into 
ich th proning hooks :— that arts of death and mutual de- 
ith 0 ſruction ſhall no more be learned as an uſeful ſcience , 
earth —that the moſt ravenous bealts ſhall be as tame as 
ſeat thoſe with waich mankind are moſt familiar > —that 
[cop ts moſt inyenomed ſerpent ſhall ceaſe to be perai- 
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cious; that bows and ſwords, and ſuch like inſtry, 
1 ments of death, ſhall ceaſe out of the earth, and tt 
T1]. odious din of battle ſhall be heard no more, If noy 
J | theſe charming prophecies have not received thei 
17 full accompliſhment, our wars and fghtin 
[ Pal » gs, 0 
| Prince of peace! are not the native reſult of thy g 
| | iT ſpel, but they come from the luſts that war in eu 
WH members, To this original may they all be traced, 
ll | O ſhame to men who are called by the Chriſta 
| name, to act a part ſo unlike their ſacred profeſſor, 
; by waging horrid wars with one another, and reid. 
cing in mutual ſlaughter, make their ſwords drunk 
with blood! Nevertheleſs we, according to his pro 
miſe, expect more happy times, when the import df 
theſe predictions ſhall be more fully known, and of tht 
increaſe of his government and peace there ſhall be n 
end, For here indeed the order is inverted in Solo. 
mon and his antitype. Whereas the beginning d 
Solomon's adminiſtration was the molt peaceable 
part of it, the latter end of the Meſhah's government 
ſhall be the moſt ſerene and happy period. 
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To paſs orer the foreign match of the Iſraelitilt 
monarch, which ſome have ſuppoſed a prelude 0 
calling the Gentile church to the fellowſhip of Jeſus 
Chriſt ; we ſhall only take notice of the magnificent 
of Solomon's building, He was pitched upon by tht 
great God to build an houſe for his name; and, ut 
der his direction, that ſacred ſtructure was reared i 
an immenſe charge. The workmen were foreign 
ers, and many of the materials fetched from abroad. 
The ſtones being all prepared and fitted to each e. 
ther before-hand, the noiſe of hammers was not hears 
as the building advanced. Who knows not that tit 
ancient temple was a ſigure of the church which is his 


body? Chriſt Jeſus is the true Solomon, who builds 
this 
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The hiſtory of Jonah. - 81 
is holy and beautiful houſe, not with dead, but with 
ing ſtones, which are hewed by the law, and po- 
ed by the goſpel; and being thus fitly framed, 
ey become a ſpiritual building, and grow into an 
Wy temple in the Lord. Even ſinners of the Gen- 
es are employed in this honourable work of build- 
up the church, and of them it may be ſaid,“ Ye 
tire God's building.” The dodrine of the apoſtles 
Sd prophets is the foundation, and Jeſus Chriſt him- 
Wt the chief corner-ſtone. 


XIII. The hiftory of Jonah. 


HE compariſon which our Lord was pleaſed 
to make of himſelf and the prophet Jonah, 
When an evil and adulterous generation ſought after 
ſign from heaven, forbids us to paſs over in ſilence 
is ſhort but ſtrange hiſtory, which is doubtleſs one 
{ theſe paſſages in the Old Teſtament to which the 
Wpoltle refers, when he ſpeaks of Chriſt's dying for 
ur fins, according to the ſcriptures, and being buried 
d riſing again the third day, according to the ſcrip- 
res: © For as Jonas was three days and three nights 
in the whale's belly, ſo was the Son of man three 
days and three nights in the heart of the earth.“ 


Taar we may have the fuller view of the re- 
emblance, let us briefly recollect what we are 
old of this prophet in the book denominated from 
um. He is charged with a commiſſion by the great 
od to denounce the vengeance of Heaven againſt 
he great and ſinful city Nineveh, the metropolis of 
De mighty Aſfyrian empire. This is the firſt time 
e read of a prophet ſent to reform a Gentile nation, 
ad doubtleſs was a prelude of his granting to the 
Gentiles 
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Gentiles in future times repentance unto life, 

was God who commanded, and the prophet ought 
have been all ſubmiſſion, But as Simon the ſon 
Jonas long after diſputed the command of God wh 
he was ſent for the firſt time to preach unto the Ge 
tiles; ſo Jonas, though a prophet of the Lord, yl 
ought to have known better things, reſolyes 
play the fugitive, and, like Cain, to go out fr 
the preſence of the Lord, and be an exile from t 
church where God was worſhipped, expecting to he 
no more ſach troubleſome orders from above, if þ 
was once on ſome foreign ground. He finds at Ju 
pa a ſhip bound for Tarſhiſh, and thinking it af 
opportunity of carrying his ſcheme in execution, | 
enters himſelf a paſſenger. But, ye mariners, lin 
did you think what a dangerous cargo you were 

king on board; for ſoon a tempeſt from the Li 
embroils the ocean, and death ſits threatening on 
very wave. Every mariner betakes himſelf to h 
prayers ; but Jonas, the cauſe of the ſtorm, 1s 
aſleep. He is ſeaſonably reproved by the maſter 
the ſhip for his untimely ſecurity, and earneſtly in 
ted to join with them in calling alſo upon his G0 
A good advice to be ſure; but, alas, Jonas's ht 
condemned him, and though his God was the 60 
of gods, he had little ground to hope that his prajt 
would be heard. Alas! the guilty perſon was md 
unfit to become a mediator for the reſt of the cre 
They rightly judged, that this preternatural ſtom 
was ſent by angry Heaven to puniſh ſome notoril 
offender ; it was put into their hearts to find out Vf 
lot who he was. And, O ſurpriſing ! a profeſior® 
the true religion, and a prophet of the Lord, is br 
gled out, in a crew of Heathen ſailors, as the gre® 
eſt ſinner in the ſhip. His iniquity, which he thong 


to have kept a profound ſecret, is revealed in ® 
gut 
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ſt public manner, and himſelf is obliged to confeſs 
crime at large, that being a ſervant and prophet 
the God who made heaven and earth, and the ſea, 
d the dry land, he had preſumed to fly his preſence, 
d diſobey his paſitive command, What ſhall they 

> Their caſe ſeems deſperate. They aſk his counſel 

om they now eſteemed a prophet. And, though 
the expence of his life, he gives them the beſt di- 
Aion could be thought of, — to caſt himſelf forth 
to the ſea, But though he was willing to die, the 
dod-natured mariners were not willing to put him 
death, till they had exerted their utmoſt efforts to 
re themſelves and him, Till at Jaſt they found 
eir labour vain, and with great reluctance they hea- 
d over-board the guilty prophet, having firſt fer- 
ntly deprecated the guilt of his blood, And now 
laſt the tempeſt ceaſed to rore, and the ſea laid a- 
de its rage, when the criminal they demanded was 
rrendered to the ocean; which had ſuch a good 
fect upon the mariners, as, it is hoped, they proved 
Yrcere worſhippers of the true God, whom the winds 
nd ſeas obeyed, Who would expect to hear of Jo- 
Jas any more? But, ſtrange to ſay! a huge fiſh, 
hich the great Creator had commanded to be rea- 
receives the aſtoniſhed prophet in its belly, where 
e lives three days and three nights, being ſupport- 
ed by an almighty power. In this dreary manſion 
e finds time to meditate his paſt folly, and cry un- 
o the Lord in the language of ſincere repentance, 
nd after he had been ſufficiently puniſhed, the obe- 
vent fiſh returns him ſafe and ſound on the dry land 
on the third day. The commiſſion is renewed ; and, 
wiſer than before, he obeys, goes to Nineveh, and 
preaches the doQtrine of repentance, threatens them 
with deſtruction in forty days. The men of Nine- 
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veh repent, and God alſo delays to ſtrike the bl 
and repented him of the ey! 


Bur what we intend chief +» obſerve int 
whole of this uncommon tral A greaterth 
Jonas is here pointed th in his death, burial, 
ſurrection, and preachins to the Gentiles, 


Tux caſting forth of ſopah into the ſea bears 
ſmall reſemls nge to + death of Chriſt, thoughi 
ſome circom{tances there is a conſiderable different 
for the prophet tonah was, for his own offences, 
livered into the hands of mariners, who, without 
ing guilty of murder. ©: thirſt after his blood, di 
With great reliance, throw him orer-board f 
their own preſervation, carneſtly beſeeching that 
blood might not be laid unto their charge; but Jl 
Chriſt being delivered. not for his own, but our d 
fences, unto the Jews and Gentiles, was taken, c 
cited, and ſlain with wicked hands, while his bla 
dy murderers imprecated the direfu] vengeance 
his innocent blood to be on them and their c 
dren. In other reſpects the caſe of Chriſt and Jos 
was more alike, With his own conſent the proph 
is caſt forth into the ſea, after he had acknowledge 
that himſelf was the man for whoſe cauſe the ſtor 
was ſent, and whom the angry ocean demanded; i 
Jeſus Chriſt laid down his life in the moſt voluntan 
manner, and boldly offered himſelf to the multitus 
who were ſent to apprehend him, ſaying, ** I am! 
© man hem ye ſeek; and if ye ſeck me, let the 
4 go their way.” And as the ſufferings of the p 
phet, who was plunged into the ocean, were atterd 
ed with the moſt happy conſequences, the flilng® 
the tempeſt, the preſervation of their lives, and, 
is hoped, the ſalvation of their ſouls; even ſo, who 


Jeld 


The hiſtory of Janah. 95 
dus the Son of God expired on the croſs, this e- 
t, though in appearance tragical, was productive 
the molt bleſſed effects, appealing the tempeſt of 
dds anger, and ſaving from deſtruction the many 
whom he gave his life a ranſom, ſome of whom 
re the inſtruments of his death, 


Hrs lodging in the belly of the fiſh three days and 
Wohts, moſt certainly correſponds to the burial of 
r Redeemer in the grave, a part of three natural 
ys, Never did that monſter of the deep ſwallow 
ch a morſe] before. Nor did ever the grave encloſe 
ch a priſoner as Jeſus was, Jonah, it is true, was 
t really dead, as Chriſt was, when in the heart of 
e earth: but as that diſmal place of darkneſs and 


e lothſome grave, and is even ſtiled the belly of 
by the prophet himſelf; perhaps the circumſtance 
Jonah's being alive in that living ſepulchre, may 
t us in mind, that Jeſus Chriſt was the living God, 
ren when he was a dead man: for, O death, you 
as able indeed to rend his ſoul and body from one 
other, but neither ſoul nor body were difle- 
red from his divine perſon. And as Jonah received 
d harm in that horrible priſon, (which was mi- 
xculous, if we conſider the ſtrength and heat in the 
omach of ſo large a creature) ; fo Jeſus Chriſt, when 
ing in the grave a pale and bloody corple, ſaw no 
drruption, 


His caſting forth on dry land on the third day 
ſter his impriſonment, at the commandment of the 
ord, anſwers to the reſurrection of the Son of God, 
ho, at the commandment of his Father, was on 
ie third day taken from priſon and from judgment, 
hen Jonah was ſaved from the fiſh, he was alſo ſa- 
H ved 


rruption did much reſemble the gloomy horrors of 
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ved from the ſea, reviſiting at once the light of day 
and the dry land, When Chriſt was reſcued from 
the grave, he at the ſame time emerged from un 
der thoſe billows of his Father's wrath which all 
paſſed over his head. It was not poſlible that [ona 
ſhould be detained in his ugly dungeon when the Lord 
ſpake unto the fiſh, It was not poſſible that Chrif 
ſhould be held by the cords of death longer than the 
appointed time; and he may truly ſay, Thou hal 
& brought up my life from corruption, O Lord ny 
„ God.” Nevertheleſs in all things Jeſus muſt hare 
the pre-eminence, and we muſt certainly acknoy: 
ledge, that “a greater than Jonas is here.“ For 
whereas Jonas did not contribute in the leaſt towards 
his own reſtoration, but would have for ever conti- 
nued in that melancholy priſon, if he had not been 
miraculouſly delivered from it; our Redeemer, on 
the other hand, as he had power to lay down his life, 
ſo he had power to take it again. The fiſh that 
ſwallowed Jonah might, for ought we know, receive 
as little harm by the prophet, as the prophet by th: 
fiſh; but, O grave, he was thy deſtruction. This 
hungry menſter had gorged all the race of Adam, and 
never ſaid, It is enough.” Never any deſcended 
into the grave but it was able to digeſt them, till Je 
ſus Chriſt died and was buried, This grand deyour- 
er ſnatching the bait of his human body, was not 2. 
ware of the hook of his divinity, and was forced to 
ſurrender her prey, having received ſuch a deadly 
wound as never ſhall be healed, 


H1s preaching to the Ninevites, and ſaving then 
from imminent deſtruCtion, correſponds to Jeſus Chril 
his preaching to the Gentiles by his apoſtles after bi 
reſurrection from the dead. For the gracious del! 


of preſerving a guilty city, by turning them fron 
thei 
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their evil ways, was the prophet preſerved in the 
monſter's belly, and reviſited the light on the third 
day. And for the ſame merciful] purpoſe was Jeſus 
raiſed from the dead, to ſave a guilty world from 
death, and to bleſs them, in turning every one of them 
from their iniquities,— The belief thoſe poor Gentiles 
gave to the threatening prophet, and their ſpeedy re- 
pentance, was it not a prelude of that quick reception 
the doctrine of Jeſus Chriſt ſhould meet with among 
them that were aliens from the commonwealth of 11- 
racl ? On this occaſion the prophet ated a moſt unwor- 
thy part, and evidenced a greater regard to his own 
reputation than the ſalvation of his hearers, Sure ne- 
rer man ſuited his name worſe ; for he is liker a vul- 
ture than a dove. In this Jonah is not a type of 
Jeſus Chriſt, who wept over Jeruſalem, not becauſe 
they repented, but becauſe they repented not, and 
knew not the-things that belonged to their eternal 
peace, On this account, as well as thoſe formerly 
mentioned, we may truly ſay, that © a greater 
than Jonas is here.“ 


.- 
„ 
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BOOK SECOND. 
Typical Things. 


I. The viſſon of Jacob's ladder. 


N the multitude of dreams there wants not diver 
vanities; yet God is alſo in ſleep, and has con- 
veyed to the human mind notices of the laſt import 
ance in a dream, in a viſion of the night, when deey 
ſleep falleth upon men, in ſlumberings upon the bed: 
ſo great is that power he has over us, both when we 
wake, and when we ſleep. A pregnant inſtance of 
this we have in Jacob's night-viſion, which God 
granted unto him 1n Bethe], to chear his drooping 
heart, when he wandered all ſolitary, an exile from 
His father's houſe, to avoid the reſentment of his 
brother. The ſun was ſet, and the lonely traveller 
not being able to reach the next town, or on ſome 
other account, not known to us, reſolves for one 
night to make the great God his landlord, the earth 
his bed, the ſtones his bolſter, and the canopy of 
heaven his covering : for though he was delicately 
brought up by his fond mother, whoſe darling child 
he was, the tender uſage he received had not ſo far un- 
manned him, as to betray undue ſoftneſs and effe- 
minacy; ſor upon this occaſion he could put up vit! 
very coarſe accommodation. There is no doubt his 
working mind would be fertile of melancho) 
thoughts, as he lay thus in the open air, expoſed to 
the chill damps of the night, and other darger. 
Perhaps he might compare his diſmal ſolitude with 
the happier lot of Eſau, who was enjoying himſelf a 
Lome 
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tome with his father. Who knows but he might 
begin to think, that the birthright and bleſſing he 
was ſo fond of obtaining, were not ſuch great mat- 
ters, as that he needed for their ſakes to have uxpo- 
ſed himſelf to ſuch hardſhips as he preſently felt, and 
might ſtill expect to meet wich? But if any ſuch 
penſive thoughts diſturbed his mind, they are ſoon 
chaſed away by the welcome approach of ſleep, and 
the deJightful viſion he ſaw, together with the friend- 
ly words he ſeemed to hear from the mouth of God 
himſelf: for“ he dreamed, and behold, a ladder, 
« the top of it reached to heaven, and the foot of 
«jt was ſet upon the earth: and behold, the angels 
i of God aſcending and deſcending upon it, And 
« behold the Lord ſtood above it, not filent, but 
ſpeaking words full of inexpreſſible conſolation. The 
meaning of this emblem is the preſent ſubject of our 
thoughts : and perhaps it will be found, on a nearer 
inſpection, both to repreſent the myſtery of provi- 
dence and of redemption, 


Ax, firſt, It was a viſion of providence, and might 
be intended to ſuggeſt to the patriarch's mind the 
following important and intereſting truths, That 
though God be in the heights above, he forgets not 
the affairs of mortals below, as though the interpo- 
ling clouds could veil them from his ſight, or the 
huge diſtance of heaven and earth could be an objec- 
tion againſt his ſuperintending care. That though 
he is able, by himſelf alone, to govern the whole 
world, without the help of any created beings what- 
erer; yet he is pleaſed to uſe the miniſtry of an- 
bels, which walk inviſibly through the earth, ard 
are continually paſſing from heaven to earth, to ful- 
fl the pleaſure of JeHovan, and from carth to 
baven, to receive the commands of their eternal 


* 
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Sovereign, That the regards of Providence, and 
the kindly. offices of theſe ſpiritual creatures, are 
not confined to large ſocieties, and the grand reyo- 
lutices that happen in the world, but are even ex. 
tended to the moſt private intereſts of every indiyi- 
dual ; for none but Jacob was preſent- in the place 
where the ladder ſeemed to ſtand, And laſtly, 


That the divine providence exerciſes the moſt ter- 


der care when one's ſituation is moſt deplorable, de- 
ſtitute, and afflictive: for Jacob ſaw this viſion when 
his head was lying hard, and his heart perhaps tor- 
mented with anxious care, when he was leaving a 
kind mother, a religious father, and the place where 
he was born and educated, uncertain of the recep- 
tion he would meet with from his relations, or if he 
ſhould ever ſee his dear parents any more. But as 
his affliction abounded, his conſolation did much 
more abound, , 


Bur, perhaps, we ſhall not think amiſs, though ve 
conſider this emblematical ladder as a figure of the 
Meſhah himſelf, who is the bleſſed medium of com- 
munication between heaven and earth,—the way 
without whom no man comes io the Father,—and 
the one Mediator between God and wan. We can 
ſcarcely find a fitter explication of what Chriſt him- 
ſelf promiſed to Nathanael, that Iſraelite indeed, 
„ Hereafter ye ſhall ſee the heaven open, and the 
« angels of God aſcending and deſcending upon the 
Son of man,” than by comparing it with this won— 
Gerful ladder, which he ſeems to hint was himſell. 
And there is no contemptible analogy. For, firlt, 


Whereas the ſoot of this ladder was or. earth, and the 
top reached to heaven, this may both repreſent what 
is the conllitution of his perſon, and what are tht 


bleſſed fruits of his mediatorial interpoſition, 5 : 
addet᷑ 
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[adder ſeemed to unite the heaven and earth, the 
molt diſtant extremes; ſo the perſon of Immanuel 
unites the human nature and the divine, though the 
diſtance between them is infinitely great. And as 
the ladder opened a path from God to man, and from 
man to God, by reaching from heaven to earth ; ſo 
the mediation of Jeſus Chriſt has paved a way both 
for the approach of the Deity to ſinners, that he may 
dwell with them, and for the acceſs of ſinners unto 
God, that they may dwell with him, and hare their 
converſation in heaven, O merciful and faithful 
High Prieſt, by thy incarnation and ſatisfaction, a 
friendly correſpondence is eſtabliſned between the 
heaven and earth; for thou halt laid thy hand upon 
is both, and art thyſelf our new and living way to 
everlaſting bliſs, and the channel of conveyance to 
every ſpiritual bleſing.-—— Whereas the angels of 
God were ſeep to aſcend and deſcend upon the lad- 
der, this may both ſignify, that in Jeſus Chriſt an- 
gels and men ſhall be united in one fociety ; and that 
by Jeſus Chriſt they are upheld from falling, and 
ſupported in their happy ſtate, Were they not the 
friends of men, why ſhould they be repreſented as 
running on our errands? Were they not confirmed 
and ſupported by Jeſus our Mediator, why ſhould 
ſpiritual beings, and winged meſſengers, be ſaid to 
aſcend and deſcend upon the Son of man, as on a 
ladder ? Whereas the Lord ſtood above this Jad- 
der, and from its top ſpoke good and comfortable 
words to his ſervant Jacob, confirming the gracious 
covenant made with his fathers ; is not this a clear 
intimation, that God is in Chriſt reconciling the 
world unto himſelf, confirming his covenant, and 
uttering his gracious promiſe, as well pleaſed in his 
beloved Son. Whereas Jacob alone was at the 
foot of the ladder, on whoſe top the Lord ſeemed to 
| ſtand ; _ 
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ſtand ; might not this been conſidered by the ado- 
ring patriarch, after he awoke, as a comfortable in- 
timation, that the glorious perſon who was ſignified 
by the viſion, ſhould ſpring out of his loins, and be 
made of his ſeed according to the fleſh, as the true 
poſſeſſor of the birthright, and inheritor of the pa- 
triarchal bleſhng. —And, laſtly, Whereas he ſaw 
but one ladder, Jeſus Chriſt is the alone Mediator, 
without whom the Father comes to no man, and no 
Man comes to the Father. 


II. The viſion of the burning buſh, 


N E laſt emblematical viſion was ſeen in a night- 
dream by Jacob; but that which we are now 

to conſider was ſhewed unto Moſes in the day-time, 
when he was broad awake. This future lawgiver 
was now of a prince in Egypt, become a ſhepherd in 
Midian ; and as it was the purpoſe of God to ſend him 
to Pharaoh with a commiſſion to demand the releals 


- of his oppreſſed people, he was pleaſed to grant him 


an illuſtrious manifeſtation or prodigy, to rouze his 
attention to what God ſhould ſpeak, and to preſage 


the ſucceſs of his negotiation, and his own future 


dignity, At the time when he ſaw the heavenly vi- 
ſion, he was tending the flock of Jethro, as honeſt 
induſtry, and the moderate exerciſe of the thoughts 
about the lawful affairs of the world, is no obſiruc- 
tion to divine communications, And the place in 
which he received it may alſo be worthy of our no- 
tice : he led his flock to the backſide of the delert, 
and came to the mountain of God, even to Hored; 
for ſolitude and retirement from the hurry of be 
world, has always been a friend to holy meditation, 
and intercourſe with God, So Mols found on thi! 

occaſion: 
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gecaſion : for the Angel of the Lord, not a created 
angel, but the uncreated Angel of the covenant, who 
alſumed to himſelf the high title of“ the God of A- 
« braham, Iſaac, and Jacob,” and“ I am THAT I 
« an,” and who required of Moſes the tokens of the 
molt profound reſpe& and religious ſubjection; to 
be ſhort, the Meſſias himſelf appeared to him in a flame 
of fire out of the midſt of a buſh ; and“ behold, the 
« buſh burned with fire, yet was not conſumed.” 
The novelty of the ſight induced him to ſatisfy his 
curioſity by a nearer approach; but he was ſtopt ſhort 
by the voice of God, which ſufficiently explained the 
prodigy, Should it now be enquired, why the dt- 
vine Majeſty choſe to appear in this manner ? Though 
we could aſſign no other reaſon but his ſovereign plea- 
ſure, it were ſufficient. But moſt generally, the ap- 
pearances and manifeſtations of the Deity, in that age 
of types, were vouchſafed in ſuch a manner, as to 
repreſent ſome hidden myſtery, or important doc- 
trine of the goſpel, They who think that the flame 
of ſire might ſignify the pure and ſpiritual nature of 
God, who appeared in it, of which no fimilitude can 
be made, are certainly not miſtaken, And it is alſo 
not unſitly obſerved, that the burning buſh may re- 
preſent the ſtate of Iſrael at that time, who were in- 
tangled in the thorny buſh of adverſity, and encom- 
paſſed with the fire of affliction, in which they were 
ke to be conſumed, But let us draw near, and con- 
ſder with Moſes this great fight with a cloſer atten- 
non; and perhaps it will be found a molt ſignificant 
emblem both of Jeſus Chriſt who was in the buth, 


and of the church which is his body, in every age of 
tie world, 


AvD, firſt, It ſeems very probable that this was a 
dreluſiye viſion both of the future incarnation and ſuf- 
ferings 
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ferings of Jeſus Chriſt, That the buſh may repre. 
ſent his human nature, is not unlikely, eſpecially x 
the prophet Eſaias compares him to a tender plant, 
and root out of a dry ground, in which, to the eye 
of ſenſe, no form, comelineſs, or beauty ſhould be 
found, That the flame of fire may adumbrate his 
divine nature, Will be no leſs evident, when we con- 
ſider how often the fiery element, is, in the ſerip- 
ture-ſtile, an emblem of the Deity, yea, it is e 
preſsly ſaid, ** Our God is a conſuming fire.” —— 
That the union of the flame of fire with the buſh may 
denote the union of the Godhead and the manhood, 
is not at all abſurd to ſuppoſe : for why ſhould Mo. 
ſes in his dying benediction be directed to ſpeak 0 
the good-will of him who dwelt in the buſh?” 
May it not ſignify, that the continuance of the flame 
of fire in the buſh for a ſhort time, was a type of the Wt» 
falneſs of the Godhead dwelling for ever in the mu 
Chriſt Jeſus? As the buſh was in the fire, and the 
fire was in the buſh, yet {till they were diſtin things, 
though joined thus in one: even ſo the man Chrik 
Jeſus is in the God, and the God is in the man, 
though both theſe natures, ſo myſteriouſly united, do 
ſtill retain their own diſtin& properties. And if Mo- Nee 
ſes was ſtruck with admiration, that the buſh was; 
not conſumed, though in ſuch near neighbourhood Wn 
with ruddy flame; much more may we be overwhelm 
ed with amazement, to think how a portion of our 
frail humanity lives for ever in a ſtate of the nearel 
approach unto, and moſt ineffable union with the 
glorious Godhead, in whoſe unveiled preſence ve 
mortals could not live, and even the angels corel 
their faces with their wings. Here alſo may be 
diſcerned a ſhadow of thoſe direful ſufferings Of 
which the Son of God was to expicie our fin, For 


the wrath of God is every where in {cripture comp? 
| red 
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ed to fire, the molt fierce and dreadful of all the in- 
animate creatures, Which with ſevere impartiality de- 
vours all combuſtible things. Who of all the human 
race could dwell with this devouring element? Far 
leſs could any abide with the everlaſting burnings of 
he Almighty's indignation. But Jeſus Chriſt who 
1welt in the buſh, dwelt alſo with theſe fierce flames: 
nd though he endured the wrath of God, which fla- 
med moſt intenſely againſt him, as he bore the {ins 
xf many, though he was compaſſed by this fire all 
he days of his humbled life; yet he was not conſu- 
med, becauſe his Deity, like the angel in the buſh, 
ſupported his humanity, and bade him be a glorious 
conqueror, 


From the ſufferings of the head, let us deſcend 
o the ſufferings of the body, who are predeſtinated 
o be conformed to his image. Let the buſh be an 
mblem of the church, to which it may be compared 
on account of its weak, obſcure, and contemptible 
late in the eſteem of worldly men, who are taken 
with nothing but what dazzles the eye of ſenſe. For 
though there is a real glory and a ſpiritual magnifi- 
cence in this holy ſociety, ſhe cannot compete 
with earthly kingdoms in outward ſplendor, any 
more than a buſh in the wilderneſs can vie with a ce- 
dar in Lebanon; for beſides the paucity of her true 
members, they are commonly to be found rather in 
ſmoaky cottages than proud palaces; and ſometimes 
tiey have been found in priſons, dungeons, dens, 
and caves of the earth. Let the fire in which the 
bulk burned Ggnify the fiery trials to which the 
church has been no ſtranger in all ages. Sometimes 
lie has burned in the fire of perſecution, and ſome- 
times of diviſion. But as the buſh was not conſumed, 
0 neither ſhall the church be finally deſtroyed. In 
Vain 
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vain ſhall the great red dragon perſecute this womit 
clothed with the ſun, and watch to devour her 9. 
ſpring ; for a place is prepared for her in the wilder. 
neſs by the great God, and there no neceſſary pm. 
viſion ſhall be wanting, How many times have blood 
and deceitful men conſpired her deſtruction? Whe 
were incendiaries wanting to foment and kindle thok 
fires, which, without the immediate interpoſition of the 
Keeper of Iſrael, would certainly have waſted unn 
deſtruction, and completed the utter extinction of 
this humble buſh ? What ſociety but this alone coul 
have ſubſiſted to this day, in the midſt of a hating 
world? Where are now the mighty empires of a. 
tiquity? They are but an empty name, live only 
in hiſtory, having fallen to pieces by their own weight, 
or been cruſhed by bloody war. But the church d 
Chriſt, though ſhe has undergone many revolutions, 
remains, and will remain, when the conſumption de: 
termined by the Lord of hoſts ſhall come upon all the 
earth, | 


Ask you the reaſon? The Angel of the Lordi 
in the buſh, and though perſecuted, ſhe is not forſi 
ken; therefore ſhall the fiery trials, inſtead of con- or 
ſuming her, ſerve to refine her, and add unto ber ir, 
glory, as the buſh was only brightened by the flame. Wo: 


Dors not the famous hiſtory of the three Hebrev Mou: 
worthies, who by faith quenched the violence of fire, Nur 
atteſt this whole matter in the moſt literal ſenſe. Wr:\ 
Nebuchadnezzar, the mighty king, takes it into h.! 
head to ere a monſtrous golden image, to be wor Wil: 
ſhipped by all his numerous ſubjeAs. The dedicatio e 
of this new god is celebrated by a prodigious con: et: 
courſe of people, who, by the king's proclamation ic: 


aſſembled in the plains of Dura, A ſevere —z bn) 
111ue 
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Ted forth againſt any perſon who ſhould refuſe to 
ay religious homage to the molten deity, He muſt 
e calt alive into a burning fire: for was it ever heard 
hat cruelty and idolatry wereſepatated ? The noiſe of 
rery muſical inſtrument is the ſignal for beginning 
he deteſtable rites of adoration, What a parade to 
tabliſh this filly ſuperſtition! And now the muſic 
zunds, ſee how the fooliſh people fall down in ado- 
ation to a ſenſeleſs ſtatue! Yet are there found a- 
ong the captives of Judah, who dare diſpute the 
oyal order. O faith, how doſt thou extend thy 
iumphs ! Who can ſufficiently admire the excellent 
irit, and the undaunted reſolution of theſe heroes! 
hey ſtand before ſovereign and angry majeſty, they 
e the vaſt pomp of his courtiers, they hear the ſo- 
orous peals of the muſic ſent from a thouſand inſtru- 
ents, they behold the prodigious furnace gleaming 
the clouds : yet are they not appalled by any, by 
Hof theſe things, ſo apt to ſtrike terror into vulgar 
nds, but deſpiſe them as ludicrous and puerile. 
They boldly tell, that the God they adored, was 
ble to deliver them from his furnace, if he pleaſed ; 
nd though he ſhould not, they would not comply to 
orihip another god. The muſic that reſounded 
arongh all the ſpacious plain was not half ſo melo- 
00S as their anſwer to the king's menaces. The 
iragedtyrant orders, and without delay they are caſt 
wnd hand and foot into the burning flame. But 
uk the amazing event! A marvellous thing is 

reſented to the eyes of the king; for looking narrow- 

he beholds not three men melting, but four men 

ling in the fire, and the form of the fourth is like 
on of Cod. Theſe ſervants of the Lord were 
WI” famed of him, nor is he aſhamed of them, but 
kIcends in a bodily ſhape, (a prelude of his incarna- 
NM, looſes their fetters, makes à covenant for them 
1 with 
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with the flames of fire, and walking with them oper 
ly in the furnace, proclaims to all ſpectators, « þ 
* as much as ye have done it unto theſe my brethra, 
© you did it unto me.” Go now, mighty monarch, 
and glory in thy deſpotic ſway ; but remember ther 
is a King more ſovereign than thou, who can mal: 
the flames of fire harmleſs as the morning-light ;- wh 
can bid that fierce and dreadful element ſpare then 
whom thou biddeſt it to devour, though in the yen 
heart of the oven, and deſtroy them whom thou wiſh 
eſt it would not touch, though ſtanding withou, 
Thus wherein any deals proudly, God is above then, 
The king, and all his counſellors, ſee with thei 
eyes this extraordinary miracle, and that the faithfi 
fervants of God had not received the leaſt damage hy 
the fire, and are aſhamed fer their envy to th 
people. Thus was the promiſe fulfilled, * Wha 
thou walkeſt through the fire, thou ſhalt not be bum 
« ed; neither ſhall the flame kindle upon thee.” Andi 
the buſh though burning, is not conſumed in the fire, 


III. The pillar of cloud and fire. 


HE ſojourners of Goſhen were now eſcapel 

from the land of Egypt, and about to enter 
into the vaſt wilderneſs of Arabia, that interpoled 
betwixt them and the promiſcd land. The Lord, 
who makes the clouds his chariots, and darkneſs lu 
pavilion, was pleaſed to go before them in a marvel 
lous pile of cloudy vapours, reſembling a pillar, “ 
ſcending from their camp, Here he dwelt, not for 
a ſhort time, as in the buſh, but for the ſpace of for 
ty years. A moſt extraordinary thing to be ſure l 
was, and none of the leaſt of the ſtanding mirack 
which he ſhewed to the choſen ſeed, The fame!“ 


* 
* 
' 


this 
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this range phenomenon was ſpread abroad among 
the nations, who heard that the cloud of the Lord 
ood above them, and might very well be ſuppoſed 
to move the queſtion, ** Who is this that comes up 
« from the wilderneſs like pillars of ſmoke ?” For 
this cloud differed ſo much from all others that ever 
were ſeen, as it may juſtly be reckoned a complica- 
tion of miracles. It was miraculous, that its form 
was never changed, when there 1s nothing more va- 
riable than the appearance of the ordinary clouds 
that ſail through the airy regions, It was miracu- 
lous, that it ſhould always maintain its ſtation over 
the tabernacle, when other clouds are carried about 
with tempeſts, and driven with fierce winds from the 
one extremity of heaven to the other. It was mira- 
culous, that it ſhould preſerve its conſiſtency forty 
years; whereas all other clouds are diſſipated by the 
wind, exhaled by the ſun, or diſſolved in rain and 
dew, and in a very ſhort time are blotted from the 
ſace of the ſky. It was miraculous, that this cloud 
ſhould move in ſuch peculiar direction, as it had been 
endued with inſtin& and intelligence; for it was car- 
ried about by his counſels in a more immediate way 
than can be ſaid of the other clouds of heaven. But 
eſpecially it was miraculous, that, contrary to the 
nature of all other clouds, it ſhould be brighter by 


right than by day, when it had the appearance of the 


laining of a flaming fire. 


As to the particular meaning of this cloud where- 
with the Lord covered his Iſrael, not in his anger, 
but in his love. It was without all doubt a vilible 
lymbol of a preſent Deity, Cod hereby condeſcend- 
ing to adapt himſelf, as in many other things, to the 
rude taſte o£that ancient people, and perhaps to ſis 
aify the dark and cloudy nature of the legal diſpen- 
I 2 ſation 
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ſation under which they were, But the principy 
reaſon I would ſuggeſt is the following. His aq. 
pearing to Iſrael in a veil of cloud, might be a pre. 
Jade of his appearing in a veil of fleſh. What though 
we ſhould ſay, this pillar of cloud and fire is an en- 
blem of. that glorious perſon in whom the brightne 
of Divinity is joined with the darkneſs of humanity? 
For as there were not two pillars, the one of cleud, 
and the other of fire, but one pillar both of cloud and 
fire; ſo there are not two perſons of Immanuel, the 
one God, and the other man, but one perſon, who 
is both God and man, An adorable myſtery this 
{ſtrange indeed, and beyond meaſure ſurpriſing : but 
it is ſo far from being only a vain ſpeculation, tha 
it is deſervedly eſteemed a fundamental article of the 
Chriſtian faith; and truly, without admitting it, the 
ſcriptures themſelves will be darker than this clout 
ever was to the Egyptians, 


Jon the beloved apoſtle, and great New-Teſtz 
ment prophet, who ſaw the viſions of God, and who 
talks in many places in the Old-Teſtament dialect, 


ſpeaks of a glorious Angel ariſing out of the Eal, 


who certainly was Chriſt himſelf, he was clothed with 
a cloud, and his feet were as pillars of fire, A de- 
ſcription which might very probably allude to. tus 
ſame cloud and fire. But if we take a more particu- 
lar ſurvey of the uſes for which it ſerved in the wit 
derneſs, we ſhall ſee with what admirable propriet] 
they all may be affirmed of Jeſus Chriſt, who indeed 
was the angel that reſided in the cloud, and is that 
unto his church in every age, in their bewildered 
ſtate, which the cloud was to the twelve tribes, til 
they reached the earthly Canaan, In whom but Je. 
ius Chriſt can we ſuppoſe that great and precio 


promiſe made to the univerſal church to have * 
= 
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ved its accompliſhment, ** And the Lord will create 
« upon every dwelling-place of mount Zion, and up- 
© 0n all her aſſemblies, a cloud and ſmoke by day, 
« and the ſhining of a flaming fire by night : for up- 
don all the glory ſhall be a defence?“ What then 


raelites? 


Ir was their guide that went before them in the 
vaſt pathleſs deſart, where they wandered in a ſoli- 
ary way, So great was the regard they paid to all 
its motions, which they continually watched, that 
when it moved they {track their camp at any hour of 
the day or of the night, when it halted they pitched 
their tents, and there abode till its next remove, 
whether the time was ſhort or long. The times and 
ſeaſons of their marching were not, as in other ar- 
mies, adjuſted by their counſels of war, nor left to 
the regulation even of Moſes himſelf; for God put 
them wholly in his own power. Eowever, it would 
appear that its motions were properly timed, and 
merciſully proportioned to the ſtrength of the weak, 
and the conveniency of all. Nor did it ever leave 
them, for all their provocations in the wilderneſs, 
tl] they arrived at the land that flowed with milk 
and honey. Juſt ſuch a general, unerting, gentle, 
end perpetual guide is Jeſus Chriſt by his example, 
word, and Spirit, to all the travellers for the better 
country through the wilderneſs of this world; for 
it is not in man that walks to direct his ſteps,“ by 
bis own wiſdom, in the way that leads to life. Who 

en recount the wanderings of miſerable ſinners, till 
Jens Chriſt was given a leader and a commander to 
the people? He it is who teaches to profit, and leads 
in the way wherein we ſhould go, Nor is it poſlible 
at any mould miſs eternal glory, who walk ere 
= him 


„ere thoſe uſes for which this cloud ſerved the 11>... 
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him in the wilderneſs, conforming themſelves to th 
dictates of his holy word, with the ſame care as th 
Iſraelites obſerved the motions of the miraculoy 
cloud. O ye followers of the Lamb, you ſhall nx 
err under the conduct of your celeſtial guide; you 
ſhall be led forth in the way that is right, even wher 
there is no way, till you come to the city of habit 
tion. 


IT was their guard that protected them, whet 
their Egyptian purſuers were preſſing on their rear: 
for it removed on that occaſion from their van, and 
went behind them, forbidding by its darkneſs the 
approach of the hoſtile army all that night on whid 
they travelled through the flood on foot. On thi 
occaſion we are told, that the Lord looked through 
the pillar, and troubled the Egyptian hoſt at the hour 
of midnight. The waters ſaw thee, O God, the 
Vaters ſaw thee : they were afraid; the depths il 
** ſo were troubled. The clouds poured out water, 
the ſkies ſent out a ſound : thine arrows went + 
broad. The voice of thy thunder was in the hes 
* vers: thy lightnipgs lightened the world, tit 
earth trembled and ſhook. Thy way was in dhe 
<« ſea, thy path in the mighty waters, and thy foot 
© {teps were not known, Thou leddeſt thy pep! 
© like a flock by the hand of Moſes and Garn. 
| Such is that protection Jeſus aFords to his mihtant 


people, who being reſcued from the bondage of in 
are marching forward to their goodly inheritance, 
N Though Satan, with his infernal hoſt, like the tyra 
| of Egypt, purſues after them, and fondly thinks 0 
reclaim the lawful captives, the glory of the Lord 
becomes their rearward, Jeſus is unto them for wal 
and bulwarks, forbidding the approach of mort# 
danger, He is their hiding- place, in whom they t 

| preſerich 
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preſerved, like Iſrael in the cloud, being kept by 
the power of God through faith unto ſalvation, 


IT was their candle that enlightened their dark- 
neſs, that ſmoothed the rugged brow of the night, 
and ſerved to abate the horrors of the wilderneſs af- 
ter the ſun was ſet; for it reſerved its ſhining ap- 
pearance to the ſeaſon when the Iſraelites were molt 
in need of its chearful aſpect. Nor doſt thou, O thou 
true light, ſuit thyſelf to the caſe of thy people with 
leſs condeſcenſion, Without thee this world were 
a dark place, and, te the eyes of our mind, more 
diſmal than the dreary wilderneſs would have been 
in the blackeſt night to the Iſraclites, without their 
kind officious cloud. Bleſſed be God for the ſun, 
the moon, the ſtars, but more for Jeſus Chriſt, who 
delivers from the blackneſs of darkneſs for ever, and 
who, like the cloudy pillar, is always moſt liberal of 
his lightſome manifeſtations, when his people are ſit- 
ting in the darkneſs of adverſity. Houſe of Iſrael, 
let us walk in this light of the Lord, whilſt the way 


of the wicked, like the way of the Egyptians, is as 
darkneſs, 


Ir was their umbrella or ſcreen to ſhade them 
from the ſultry beams of the ſun in that torrid wil- 
derneſs, A moſt. grateful ſervice! And whereas 
an apoltle ſpeaks of our fathers being baptized in the 
cloud, it would ſeem, that on ſome occaſions this 
beneficial cloud refreſhed the Iſraelites, by ſhedding 
kindly dews upon their camp. So Jeſus Chriſt is to 
his people as. a refreſhing dew upon the graſs, and as 
a cloud of the latter rain. Under his ſhadow they 
ſit down with great delight, and find cool ſhelter 
trom the {ſcorching beams both of divine wrath and 
worldly tribulation, Happy ſouls who have thus the 
Lord 
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Lord for their Keeper, and for their ſhade on their 
l right hand. © The ſun ſhall not ſmite them by gay, 
nor the moon by night: even that great and ter. 
rible day, which ſhall burn like an oven, will be tg 
theſe favoured of the Lord as the times of refreſhing 
from the preſence of the Lord. 


r 


IT was their oracle; for he ſpake unto them in 
the cloudy pillar. And it was their ornament; for 
he ſpread this cloud for their covering, or cloth cf 
ſtate, making darkneſs not only his own, but their 
pavilion. How fitly both theſe may be applied to 
Jeſus Chriſt, is not difficult to ſee. Who but Chriſt 
is the oracle of his church, in whom God ſpeaks un- 
to his people, both as a promiſing and prayer: an- 
ſwering God, without whom we would not have 
heard his voice at any time, but in the Janguage of 
terror? Who but Chriſt is their ornament, who 
makes them terrible as an army with banners, and 
comely as Jeruſalem? The pillar of cloud and fire 
was not half ſo adorning to their camp, as is thy 
gracious preſence to every aſſembly and every dwell 
ing place of mount Zion, O thou glorious Redeem- 
er. Even now thou art the light of the Gentiles, 
and the glory of thy people Iſrael. But how much 
more when this imperfe& ſcene ſhall paſs away, anc 

| they ſhall know the import of that moſt gracious pro- 


miſe, ** The Lord mall be thine everlaſting light, 
and thy God thy glory!“ 


iv. The manna in the wilderneſs. 


WV have ſeen how the horrors of the wilderntft 
were conliderably abated by their miracu}ov: 


cloud. But ſoon their proviſion they brought fro! 
Egy! pt 
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E2yptis ſpent ; and unleſs ſome new miracle is wrought 
for them, they have nothing before their eyes but the 
melancholy proſpect of periſhing with hunger. The 
{\ithleſs multitude forgetting their late deliverance at 
the Red ſea, fall to murmuring againſt Moſes, and 
wihed they had never ſtirred from their houſe of 
bondage. Had they got what they deſerved on this 
occaſion, the Lord had ſent fire from heaven upon 
them inſtead of food: but God, who is rich in mercy, 
choſe to ſtill the fretful murmurs of his firſt born 
with the breaſt, rather than with the rod, He bids 
the heaven ſupply by its bounty what the earth de- 
nied by its barrennzſs, and without their toil or 
ſweat, gives them plenty of bread, even in a land 
tnt was not ſown, * He rained down manna 
* upon them to eat, and gave them of the corn of 
* heaven, Man did eat angels food: he ſent them 
meat to the full.” How happy are they who are 
walking after the Lord, though in a wilderneſs! It 
was a convincing proof, that man does not hive by 
bread alone. But God intended by this good gift 
not only to ſupply their preſent neceſſity, but allo to 
prehgure that ſpiritual meat preſented in the goſpel. 
In this interpretation we cannot poſſibly be wrong, 
when we have no leſs. an authority for it than Jeſus 
Chriſt himſelf, who, ſpeaking to his hearers on this very 
lubjeQ, ſays, © Moſes gave them not that bread from 
* heaven, but my Father giveth you the true bread 
* from heaven, For the bread of God is he that came 
* down from heaven, and gives life unto the world. 
lam the bread of life.” Having therefore ſuch in- 
— teſtimony to the general meaning of this 
"avenly food, let us try to find out the principal 
aces of reſemblance betwixt it and Jeſus Chriſt, 


In order to this we ſhal ſhortly attend to the fol- 
owing things. 


cc I's 
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* ITs falling, The manna fell from heaven; 
Chriſt is he that comes down from above. It ſc h 
round about their camp; Chriit is to be found 
the viſible church, and no where elſe—** with the dey 
*« when they ſlept;” Jeſus Chriſt is purely the giſt d 
God, who deſcends like dew upon the graſs, for whon 
we toil not, ſow not, reap not-“ when they were 
© in the molt abſolute need, and ready to periſh;" 
when we were without {trength, in due time Chai 
died for the ungodly —** when they were not at al 
e deſerving it, but grievouſly ſinning, by preferring 
the fleſh-pots of Egypt to the proſpects of Cu. 
© naan;” and Chriſt laid down his life when fe 
ners were preferring the pleaſures of ſin, and vani 
ties of the world, to all the things above. In a word, 
it fell © in ſuch large quantities as to ſuffice tha 
© numerous hoſt;” in Jeſus Chriſt there is enough 
to ſupply every want, 


ITs gathering by all the Iſraelites, may ſignify tie 
improvement we all ſhould make of the offered & 
viour. It was gathered every day. So Chriſt ſhouli 
be daily improved by fanh. It was gathered in the 
morning, For we mult devote the beſt part of out 
time to the ſecking his face, as it is ſaid, O Lord 
© my God, early will I ſeek thee.” It was gather 
ed without the camp. So muſt the ſoul that fects 
him retire from the hurry of the world, or, to dt 
the expreſſion of the ſacred page, go out into tht 
« ſields, and lodge in the villages.” It was gather 
a double portion on the fixth day, but on the ſeven! 
which was the Sabbath, they ſtirred not from the! 
tents, but lived on what they laid vp the day befor. 
So in the ſeaſon of this mortal life muſt we labor 
for that meat that endures to everlaſting life, in t- 


believing improvement of the means of grace; and 
When 
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-hen the eternal Sabbath comes, we ſhall enjoy the hid- 
gen manna without means, or any painful endeavours. 


Irs parting among the Iſraelites, ſeems not to be 
ithout its meaning, Some gathered leſs, ſome 
more, in proportion to their ability and diligence, 
but all received a homer (a large allowance) from 
the common heap. By which means, as Moſes re- 
lates, © He that gathered much, had nothing over,“ 
becauſe he gave to him that gathered leſs; and © he 
« that gathered little, had no lack,” becauſe he re- 
ceived from him that gathered more, Was the man- 
na parted liberally unto all? None are ſtraitened in 
Teſus Chriſt : ** They ſhall be abundantly ſatisfied 
with the fatneſs of God's houſe ; and thou ſhalt 
«© make them drink of the river of thy pleaſures,” 
Was the manna equally diſtributed among the Iſrael- 
ies? So all believers, of every ſex, of every age, 
of every nation, ſtrong or weak, eminent or obſcure, 
do equally partake in the common ſalvation ; for all 
are ONE in Chriſt Jeſus, 


ITs preparing in mills, mortars, and pans, where 
it was ground, beaten, and baked, to make it fit for 
digeſtion and nouriſhment, may put us in mind of 
the various ſufferings of Chriſt's body and ſoul, 
* The bread of God is he which came down from 
* heaven;*” but ere he could prove the bread of life, 
he behoved himſelf to die. That his fleſh might be 
meat indeed, he behoved, as it were, to be beaten in 
the mortar of adverſity, ground in the mill of vin- 


dictire juſtice, and baked as in the oven of the wrath 
of God. 


Irs taſting ſo ſweet when thus prepared, (for it 
reſembled the fatneſs of oil, and the luſciouſneſs of 
honey), 
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honey), and its proving ſo wholeſome and nutritiy 


to all, though of differing conſtitutions, may it ng 
ſignify, that Jeſus Chriſt is to the ſoul both ſwer 


and wholeſome food, adapted to the taſte of all, d 
young men, of children, and of fathers? Andy 
the manna is ſuppoſed to have needed no other in- 
gredients to make it palatable, no more does jeſu 
Chriſt, or the doctrine of his goſpel, need any foreig 
recommendation to the ſpiritual taſte. O taſte a 
* ſee, that the Lord is good,” ſays the ſweet ſinger 
of Iſrael; and in another place, How ſweet are thy 
„words unto my taſte ; yea, ſweeter than honey to 
«© my mouth!“ 


ITs putrifying, if kept contrary to God's com- 
mand, (for what was not uſed to-day, bred worms, 
and ſtank to-morrow), might not this denote, that 
when the wholeſome doctrines of Chriſt's goſpel itt 
boarded up in idle ſpeculation, without being other: 
wiſe received in love, or digeſted in ſpiritual not- 
riſhment, they are ſo far from being the ſavour df 
life unte life, as they become the ſavour of death 
unto death, and breed the worms of various Juſts, 
and a condemning conſcience: on which account it 
may be ſaid here, He that increaſeth knowledge, 
* increaſeth ſorrow,” 


ITs deſpiſing by the multitude as light food, by 
which their ſoul was dried away, in compariſon with 
their rank Egyptian fare, renders it a proper emblem 
of Jeſus Chriſt, the true bread, who is deſpiſed and 
rejected of men. Though the pure doctrine of Chrit 
is like the manna, angels food, (for into theſe thing 
they deſire to pry); yet are there found to whom tit 
word of the Lord is a reproach, and they have no ce 


light io it. A romance, a philoſophical diſquiſtion, 
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moral declamation, a political harangue, is far 
ore grateful than a ſermon whoſe theme is a cruci- 
ed Redeemer. What is this but to prefer the fiſh, 
he melons, the cucumbers and onions of Egypt, to 
he corn of heaven? For their contempt of this ce- 
eſtial food, the Lord ſent fiery ſerpents to plague the 
urmurers and complainers. Nor do the deſpiſers 
of Jeſus Chriſt expoſe themſelves to leſs dreadful 
rokes, though they ſhould not be of a corporal kind: 
or © all theſe things happened unto them for enſam- 
* ples; and they are written for our admonition, 
upon whom the ends of the world are come.“ 
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Taz preſerving it in a :golden pot, where, for a 
wmber of ages, it was depoſited in the moſt holy 
lace, and remained without corruption; was it nat 
z repreſentation of Chriſt's aſcenſion into heaven, 
here he appears in the preſence of God, death ha- 
ing no more dominion over him, and where he will 
de contained till ,the 'time of the reſtitution of all 
hings? Why elſe ſhould communion with Chriſt in 
plory be ſpoken 'of in terms alluding to this very 
bing? For thus it is promiſed, To him that o- 
* vercomes, will I give to eat of the hidden man- 
* na,” in the words that the Spirit ſays unto the 
hurches. 


Tus continuance of this heavenly bread for the 
ſpace of forty years, (for ſo long they were in the 
lderneſs), does it not clearly intimate, that Jeſus 
-riſt will never forſake his people while they are 
bere below? Still ſhall the bread of God deſcend 
in the diſpenſation of the everlaſting goſpel, while the 
eceſſities of his people call for it: for ſo he promi- 
led, when about to depart from the earth, © Go,” 
ſays he to his apoſtlesy © teach and baptize all na- 
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wears his own apparel, and truſts to his own rig! 
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« tions: and lo! I am with you always even tou 
« end of the world.“ 


Tux ceaſing of the manna upon their taſting th 
corn of Canaan, may it not be viewed as a figurey 
ordinances, their ceaſing when the wandering tribe 
ſhall gain their promiſed reſt ? Or ſhall we ſay, thy 
as their heavenly proviſion failed when they taſte 
the bread that comes out of the earth; ſo when th 
children of God themſelves begin to reliſh over · mud 
the things of the earth, they may expect that hex 
venly conſolations will be ſuſpended in proportion! 
When they are in worſt terms with the world, a 
when it is unto them as a wilderneſs and a land no 
fown, then truly God is good to Iſrael. Know your 
mercy, ye diſtinguiſhed favourites of Heaven; nor es 
ry their happineſs who eat the calves out of the tal 
and the lambs out of the fold, but are not fed with 
the heritage of Jacob. Let the ſenſual volaptuan 
glut himſelf with the impure pleaſures of fin, which 
like the little book that John did eat, are ſweet it 
the mouth, Hut bitter in the belly, and to whom vt 
may adapt the ſignificant words in Job, “His meat 
4 jn his bowels is turned: it is the gall of aſps with 
„in him. Let the rapacious worldling, who! 
ſmit with the dull charms of gold and filver, who 
all hurry, hurry, about the buſineſſes of this tranſitoſſ 
kſe, let him fill his belly with the hid treaſure d 
God, which never yet did ſatisfy a ſoul immotil 
Let the legal ſelf-juſticiary, who is perhaps calls 
by the name of Chriſt, but cats his own bread, ad 


teouſneſs, in whatſoever ſhape, as the ground of bus 
acceptance with God, let him alſo ſpend his mon) 
for that which is not bread, and his labour for tu 


which ſatisſieth not. But let the Chriſtian wi 
Knott 
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knows the gift of God, and the excellency of the 
heavenly proviſion, let him labour not for the meat 
that periſhes, but for the meat that endures unto ever- 
Jaſting life. Hungry and ſtarving foul, you aſk for 
Mead, the world gives you a ſtone; what elſe are 
worldly riches? You aſk a fiſh, the world preſents 
you with a ſerpent ; what elſe are finful pleaſures ? 
But bearken diligently unto him who is himſelf the 
living bread, Eat that which is good, and let your 
« ſoul delight itſelf in fatneſs. Incline your ear, 
« and come unto him; hear, and your ſoul ſhall live,” 
What is a happy old age to a happy eternity ? This, 
0 Jeſus, is thy unſpeakable gift. He that eats thee 
by faith, ſhall live for ever. He that comes to thee, 
ſhall never hunger, and what is more, ſhall never die, 
O Lord, deny us what thou wilt, but give us this 
bread for eyermore.. 


V. The rock in the wilderneſs. 


2 3832 ſnall be given them,“ ſays the prophetic 
voice; the proof of this we have already 

ſeen: “ Their water ſhall be ſure;” the proof of 
which we ſhall preſently ſee. ** For he clave the 
rocks in the wilderneſs, and gave them drink as 
out of the great depths. He brought alſo ſtreams 
out of the rocks, and cauſed waters to run down 
* like rivers,” What cannot this mighty God do, 
at whoſe command the clouds ſhall yield bread, 
which uſually comes out of the earth, to appeaſe the 
hunger of his beloved people, and the rocks ſhall ſend 
forth water, Which uſually falls from clouds, to {a+ 
tisfy the thirſt of his choſen race? „ Tremble, O 
earth, at the preſence of the Lord, at the preſence 
* of the God of Jacob, who turned the rock into a 
K 2 « {tanding 
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| proach him with decoying them out of Egypt, when 
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* ſtanding water, and the flinty rock into a for 
„of water.“ Let us briefly recolle& this memo 
rable event, and its myſtic ſignification. 


Tur ranſomed tribes are, for the trial of ther 
faith, conducted by the Lord, who alone did lea 
them, to a dry and thirſty ſpot in the wilderneſs at th 
rock Rephidim, where there was no water to drink, 
They ought to have recollected on this occafion, that 
the God who brought them here, would moſt certain 
ly extricate them from their preſent difficulties, x 
he had done often before, But, O impatience, hoy 
abſurd and unreaſonable art thou] Inſtead of bets 
king themſelves to God by humble prayer, and quiet 
ly waiting for the ſalvation of the Lord, they impioul- 
ly demand of Moſes to give them water. They u- 


they were living ſo happy, with no other deſign that 
to famiſh them in the wilderneſs. In vain does thi: 
meek and gentle ſervant of God remonſtrate the i. 
juſtice and impiety of their outragious condud, 
They are at the very point of ſtoning their deliveret 
and rewarding with crucl death the good offices be 
had done them. He flies to God as his ſanCuary, 
and invokes the almighty aid, not to revenge the a 
front offered him by the rude multitude, but to r- 
lieve them in their preſent ſtraits. The prayer | 
no ſooner made than anſwered. He is directed 9 
take with him the elders of Iſrael, and the wonder 
working rod, with which he ſmote the rivers : ** At 
„ behold, I will ſtand before thee there upon tht 
„ rock in Horeb, and thou ſhalt ſmite the rock, aud 
„ there ſhall come water out of it, that the peopl 
« may drink.” Moſes obeys, and the event crov!s 
his wiſhes, But long after, when the people were 0 
Kadeſh, and reduced to the ſame {traits they were " 

a! 
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at Rephidim, the unbelieving race relapſed into their 
old rebellious murmurs, Moſes is directed to nearly 
be ſame method of relief, but does not acquit him- 
elf with the ſame temper and moderation, For they 
angered him at the waters of ſtrife, and provoked his. 
ſpirit ſo, that he ſpake unadviſedly with his lips, be- 
raying at the ſame time, in preſence of the whole 
aſſembly, his own diſfidence in the promiſe of JE. 
van: for being commanded to ſpeak unto the rock, 
and aſſured that it would obey his voice, he ſeems to 
are exceeded his commiſſion, by addreſſing the hoſt 
n the language of wrath and doubting, and ſmiting 
the rock more than once. The miracle indeed was 
rought, but the worker, though dear to God, ſe- 
rerely puniſhed for his offenſive behaviour and unbe- 
ief, being involved in the ſame fate, together with 
Aaron, as the reſt df that generation, to die in the 
wilderneſs; without entering into the promiſed land. 


THAT more. was meant than to give water for 
their thirſt, might been preſumed from the nake& 
hiſtory in Moſes, This God could do without a mi- 
racle, He could have opened the bottles of heaven, 
or led them to another Elim. Or if he had choſe the 
miraculous method, why ſhould the rock be ſmitten 
with a rod, to give ſtreams in the wilderneſs and wa- 
ters in the deſert, while God himſelf was ſtanding 
on its ſummit? But the great apoſtle of the Gentiles 
puts it beyond all doubt, and warrants us to fay withe 
out faultering, that ** this rock was Chriſt,” Ha- 
ring therefore ſuch an infallible guide to our medita- 
tion, let us reflect a little what was the rock, what 
was the ſmiting, and what the water that iflued from 
n, and followed them in the way. 


Tus rock itſelf miphit be an emblem of his perſon, 
& 3 * 10 
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in whom is everlaſting ſtrength, to whom we may jy 
as a refuge, and upon whom we may build as a fouy. 
dation, There is not, perhaps, a metaphor mor 
frequent in the book of God than this, “ God is 
* rock.” Though never once uſed before this u. 
markable occurrence, yet ſoon after it is ws 6: by 
Moſes in his dying ſong. 


Tur ſmiting of the rock might prefigure his fatif. 
factory ſufferings, who was ſtricken, ſmitten of Gul 
and afflicted; and one of the ſoldiers opened his fide 
with a ſpear, and there came out blood and water, 
The rock was ſmitten with the rod of Moſes, the 
type of the law; and it was the curſe of the law tha 
ſubjected him to the ignominious croſs, who ** redeem: 
ed us from the curſe of the law, being made a curk 
for us.” The rock was ſmitten in the preſence d 
the elders and people of the Jews with noiſe and tw 
mult. So Chriſt was wounded for our train. 
greſſions at Jeruſalem, the moſt public place, anda 
the paſſover ſolemnity, the moſt public time. Then 
and there he endured the croſs, and deſpiſed the 
ſhame. At the commandment of the Lord the rock 
was ſmitten, and by the commandment of the Lord 
was the Captain of our ſalvation made perfect throug| 
ſufferings, It was ſmitten but once with approbe- 
tion, and when Moſes ſmote it twice, the Lord vs 
angry for doing it. Might not this be an obſcur: 
intimation, that Chriſt by one offering ſhould finiſh 
the work of our redemption ? for he needed not oſt 
en to ſuffer from the foundation of the world. But 
whoever they be that crucify to themſelves the S01 
of God afreſh, they ſhall not go unpuniſhed, 


Tur water that iſſued from the rock, what might 


it ſignify? Shall we ſay, it is an emblem of the . 
t1910g! 
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dings of the goſpel of v . which are to 
the diſtreſſed conſcience, as cold water to a thiffty 
ſoul? In vain did the poor and needy ſeek water to 
refreſh their troubled minds in the legal doctrine of 
the ſcribes and Phariſees, or in the philoſophical diſ- 
quiſitions of the Gentile ſages. Still their ſoul failed 
them for thirſt, But the Lord heard them, and the 
« God of Jacob did not forſake them.” For in the 
preaching of the everlaſting goſpel both to the Jews 
and Gentiles, the charming promiſe received its ac- 
compliſhment in the moſt ample manner, „I will o- 
« pen rivers in the high places, and ſprings in the 
* alleys. I will make the wilderneſs a pool of wa- 
« ter, and the dry land ſprings of water. The beaſts 
of the field ſhall honour me, the dragon and the 
owl, becauſe I give waters in the wilderneſs, and 
« rivers in the deſert, to give drink to my people, my 
„ choſen,” Or ſhall we ſay, that the water from 
the rock is an emblem of the influences of the bleſſed 
spirit, that, like a river pure as cryſtal, iſſues from 
the throne of God and of the Lamb ? To this refreſh- 
ing, cleanſing, and prolific element, our Lord him- 
ſelf compares this glorious perſon, when on the Jaſt 
day of the feaſt he ſtood and cried, ©* If any man 
*« thirſt, let him come unto me and drink, He that 
* believes on me, out of his belly ſhall flow rivers of 
* living water, This he ſpake of the Spirit, which 
* they that believe on him ſhould receive.” Or 
ſhall we ſay, that this water may be an emblem of 
that precious blood of Chriſt, which cleanſes from all 
in, and except we drink it in a ſpiritual manner, we 
can have no life in us? Or, laſtly, Shall we ſay, that 
the water that iſſued from the ſmitten rock did repre- 
ſent all the bleſſings of redemption, the ſalutary ef- 
ſects of his ſufferings and death? for to him we may 
apply what the prophet foretels, And a man ſhall 

* „ he 
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© be as rivers of waters in & dry place, and the ſh> 
ora great rock in a weary land.” 


Tusk waters flowed not till the rock was ſwit. 
ten with the rod of Moſes. Nor could we have deri 
ved theſe gracious benefits from Chriſt, which we do 

” partake, if he had not ſuffered, The ſtriking of 
flint, one ſhould think, would rather bring fire tha 
water. But it was of the Lord of hoſts, who is won- 
derful in counſel, and excellent in working. Who 
would imagine, that the Redeemer's ſufferings, 
which in themſelves were tragical and melancholy, 
ſhould prove ſo conſolatory to the believing ſoul? 0 
Chriſtian, it is thine to extract joy out of ſorroy, 
happineſs out of miſery, glory out of ignominy, lik 
out of death, though theſe things ſeem. as impoſible 
as to fetch water from the flinty rock. . 


_— — Ec, Vs 


* — — 


Tux water® flowed when the rock was ſmitten, 
not in ſcanty meaſure, but in large abundance. The 
miraculous ſtream was not exhauſted, though many 
hundred thouſand men, with their herds, drank of it, 
Nor were the dry places of that ſandy deſert able ts 
imbibe the copious moiſture, So inexhauſted is the 
fulneſs of Jeſus Chriſt, from whom all ſorts of men, 
the Jews, the Gentiles, the barbarians, the Scy- 
thians, the bond, and the free, may receive all ſort 
of bleſſings. You are not ſtraitened in him, O chil- 
dren of men; this river of God, which is full of v. 
ter, can never run dry, nor be exhauſted, how abut 
dantly ſoever we drink of its refreſhing ſtreams, 


THE waters that flowed from the rock, were not 
only ſufficient to ſupply the preſent ſtraits of Iſrael 
but, as the ſacred ſtory tells, they followed them in 
the way, for ſome conſiderable time at leaſt after tht 


— 
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ock was ſmitten, So Jeſus Chriſt imparts the bleſſ- 
d fruits of his ſatisfactory death, not only to the 
ſt ages of Chriſtianity, but to the moſt diſtant ages 
f the world, Never ſhall this goodneſs and mercy 
eaſe to follow all that are Iſraelites indeed, tiH mor- 
ality ſhall be ſwallowed up of life, till the wilder- 
eſs be exchanged for Canaan, and the militant re- 
on to the triumphant ſtate, The winter ſhall not 
arreſt this river in icy fetters, and the drought of 
ummer ſhall not drink it up like a brook; for thus 
he promiſe runs, by the mouth of the prophet Ze- 
hariah, „In ſummer and winter ſhall it be.” 


BLESSED be our rock, who conſented to be ſmit- 
en, that we might drink abundantly of the river of 
pleaſures, Great was the love of David's three 
yorthies, who hazarded their lives to purchaſe for 
heir longing general a draught of water from the 
ell of Bethlehem. But greater was the love of Je- 
Jus, who loſt his life, and poured his precious blood, 
hat we might draw water with joy from the wells 
df ſalvation, when hungry and thirſty our ſoul faint- 
din us. O that men would praiſe the Lord for 
* his goodneſs, and for his wonderful works to the 
children of men!” May this river, the ſtreams 
#hereof make glad the city of God, be our conſola- 
ion in this dry and thirſty land, Ye broken ciſterns 
of this world, ſinful pleaſures, vain comforts and 
lights, and our own legal righteouſneſſes, can you 
lupply the place of this fountain of living waters? 
ow miſerably ſhall they be difappointed, who ex- 
henge the one for the other? They ſhall come 
back with their pitchers empty; they ſhall be aſha- 
med and confounded, and corer their heads. How 
ultly they deſerve that God ſhould bring upon them 
te waters of the river, ſtrong and many, and pour 
upon 
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waters of Shiloah that go ſoftly! Open, O Lori 
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upon them the fury of his anger, who refuſe thek 


the ears of ſinners to hear thy gracious invitatio 
Ho, every one that thirſteth, come ye to the ws. 
« ters.” Open their eyes to ſee this well, as one 
thou opened the eyes of Hagar in the wildernef, 
leſt in hell they lift up their eyes in torment, with. 
out a drop to cool their tongue. O grant us to be 
lieve on him, that we may never thirſt, 


: 


VI. The brazen ſerpent. 


HE hoſt of Iſrael had long traverſed the defo 
late wilderneſs, and finding no end of their 
wanderings, inſtead of accepting this puniſhment d 
their iniquity from the hand of the Lord, again they 
murmur againſt him and Moſes, and under value their 
heavenly proviſion, though the food of angels. The 
incenſed JEHovan commands the ſerpents to bite 
them. The ferpents obeyed, and much of te 
people died. The ſurvivors, convinced of their er: 
ror, confeſs their fault, and. beg that Moſes. wou 
intercede for them with their offended God. Mo BW 
ſes hearkens to the people, and the Lord was intreat 
ed of him, But obſerve the ſtrange manner where 
in the cure was wrought. Does he kill theſe pa- 
ſonous and fiery flying ſerpents outright ? No. Dots 
he drive them to ſome diſtant region of the earth, u 
remote corner of the wilderneſs, where the Iſraelita 
would be annoyed with them no more? Nor this e- 
ther. Or does he reſtrain theſe noxious creatu® 
from ſtinging them, which was alſo poſſible, thoug! 
they ſwarmed in the camp? None of all theſe, Ti! 
ſerpents are ſuffered to live, ſuffered to remain 1 
the camp, and ſuffered to bite as before. But 2 
erpen 
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erpent is by God's command lifted upon a pole, that 
t might be conſpicuous from afar ; and whoeyer 
-atched a look of this lifeleſs ſerpent, needed not 
ear the bite of the living ones; for the wound was 
ot mortal. Happy art thou, O Iſrael, a people 
+ ſaved by the Lord.” They were hungry, and 
hey had miraculous bread; thirſty, and they were 
ſupplied with miraculous drink; now they are ſick 
and wounded, and they are favoured with miracu- 
ous medicine. Here indeed the ſcripture was ful- 
fIled in the moſt literal Tenſe : “ Fools, becauſe of 
their tranſgreſſion, and becauſe of their iniquities, 
tare afflicted, Their ſoul abhorreth all manner of 
meat, and they draw near to the gates of death, 
« Then they cry unto the Lord in their trouble, he 
© ſaveth them out of their diſtreſſes. He ſent his 
word, and healed them, and delivered them from 
their deſtructions.“ | 


Le r us behold in this eminent figure at once our 
miſerable ſtate by ſin, and the method of our reco- 
very by Jeſus Chriſt, who from this very thing 
preached to Nicodemus the doctrine of his croſs : 
For as Moſes,” ſaid he, * lifted up the ſerpent in 


* the wilderneſs, even ſo muſt the Son of man be 
40 lifted up.“ 


Tur devil and his angels, theſe are the fiery fly- 
ing ſerpents, who, though inviſible to the eye, have 
ſtung the race of Adam, and have inſinuated their 
deadly poiſon through the whole maſs of human na- 
ture; for which we may take up the prophet's la- 
mentation, The whole head is ſick, and the whole 
* heart faint,” Ever ſince we brake over the hedge 
of the divine law, theſe ſerpents have inceſſantly bit 
us, This makes the world a terrible wilderneſs in- 

deed, 
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deed, a land of trouble and anguiſh, whence cay 
the viper, and the fiery flying ſerpent. It is u 
the wounds that are made by the ſcorpions of hel 
may ſeem but ſlight at the firſt; for many a tin 
they have ſtricken us, and we were not grieved. Jy 
as the unhappy Iſraelite ſoon perceived the 
venom drinking up his vitals ; ſo ſhall the desi 
fiery darts, ſooner or later, inflame the conſcieng, 
and never fail to inkindle in the heart a burning ſe 
ver of unſatisfied and irregular deſires. It was 0 
iy the death of the mortal body that threatened the 
ſtung Iſraelite. But the foul, the immortal ſoul, i 
endangered by the bite of the infernal ſerpent, un 
leſs an antidote can be found. And this antidote 
the Lord Jeſus Chrift, of which thy ſerpent, Mole, 
was a figure, 


IT may perhaps ſeem odd at firſt, that fo noxioty 
and hateful a creature as the ſerpent, ſhould be mad 
an emblem of the amiable and beneficent Redeemer; 
eſpecially when we conſider that the. ſerpent is a nam 
commonly appropriated to the grand adverſary d 
God and man; and in the ſcripture-ſtile wicked met 
are called ſerpents, and a generation of vipers. N 
let us reflect to whom he is a ſerpent; for heist0 
the devil what this malicious ſpirit is unto us, tha 
is, bis deſtroyer. Why ſhould it not be equal 
proper to compare the gracious Redeemer to the {er 
pent as to the lion, both which are names of bs 
great enemy? What is the ſtrength of the rorip 
lion of hell, to his ſtrength who is the Lion of tit 
tribe of Judah? And what is the ſubtlety of tit 
devil, the old ſerpent, to the wiſdom of Jeſus Chril 
the new? Beſides, the ſerpent being the ſirſt curſel 
creature, may, even on this account, be pitched 00 


as a type of him who was to become a curſe for u 
_—_ 
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zut whereas the ſerpent of Moſes was void of poi- 
on, and wore no ſting, for it was only the form of 
ſerpent; it is natural here to think, how Jeſus | 
hrilt only appeared in the likeneſs of ſinful fleſh, 
but was utterly a ſtranger to the venom of fin, though 
n all other things made like to us, whoſe.poiſon is as 
he poiſon of a ſerpent. Whether the ſtrength and 
aſtre of the braſs, might be a faint ſhadow of the 
rength and glory of that wonderful perſon, the 
od-man, I ſhall not affirm. 


gur the lifting up this ſerpent ſeems an evident 
prediction of that death which Chriſt ſhould die. 
ere he is evidently ſet forth crucified before us, as 
e are taught by himſelf who is the end of the law - 
or righteouſneſs, when ſpeaking of the death he 
hould die, „And I,” ſays he, if I be lifted up 
from the earth, will draw all men after me.“ The 
erpent was lifted up on a pole; and Chriſt was lift- 
d up on the accurſed tree. The ſerpent was lifted 
p by Moſes, the figure of the law; and Chriſt was 
dy the law ſubjected to enduring the croſs. The 
erpent was lifted up in the moſt conſpicuous man- 
er amid the camp of Iſrael; and the crucifixion of 
he Son of God was tranſacted in the moſt public 
anner at Jeruſalem, the metropolis of Judea, It 
as God who commanded the ſerpent to be lifted up 
n the wilderneſs; and it was God who commanded 
he Lord and Saviour to lay down his life, and ad- 
uſted, by his dererminate counſel, all the ſhameful, 
Ind all the paiaful circumſtances of that awful and 
IMazing ſcene. If it had not been with a view to 
ts elevation on the pole, Moſes had not been order- 
0 to make this brazen image; nor would the Son of 
104 appeared in the likeneſs of a man, but with an 
menuon to expire on the croſs, and give his life a 
L ranſom 
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ranſom for many. The ſerpent was lifted up, thy 
whoſoever beheld it might be healed and live; ay 
Chriſt was crucified, that whoſoever believeth i 
him, might not periſh, but have everlaſting life, 


THAT a wounded Iſraelite ſhould be ſaved by 
looking, and a periſhing ſinner by believing, ar 
things that bear no ſmall reſemblance to each other 
For what is believing on him, but ſeeing him who 
inviſible, that, like Moſes, we may endure ? Wha 
is it but looking on him whom we have pierced, tha 
we may mourn? How fitly may the glorious word 
in the prophet Iſaiah come from the mouth of the 
crucified Redeemer, * Look unto me, and be { 
« ved, all ye ends of the earth; for I am God, and 
« there is none elſe; beſides me there is no % 
« yiour?” Let us more particularly obſerve the 

likeneſs of their remedy to ours. 


IT was a method of cure ſolely contrived and ap 
pointed of God, from whoſe ordinance alone it rt 


.ceived its efficacy. Who would ſo much as har 


imagined in a dream, that to look at a dead ſerpent 
of braſs, would cure the bite of a living ſerpent! 
Should reaſon be allowed to give her verdict, (it 
would perhaps be ſo far from pronouncing it a pro 
per expedient, that ſhe would rather judge it a gra 
abſurdity ; eſpecially if it be true what ſome affirm, 
that the ſight of burniſhed braſs is naturally pert: 
cious to them who are bitten of ſerpents; and if it 
be true what is alſo aſſerted, that to ſee but the ſhap! 
of any venomous creature, increaſes the torment dt 
the unhappy ſufferer whom it bit. Exactly ſo; the 
method of our recovery by the croſs of Jeſus Chrilt, 
a device that claims God himſelf for its only original 


The world by wiſdom neyer would haye arrived þ 
. 
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he knowledge of it; nay, it is a thing they are high- 
offended with, for it is in them that periſh fool- 
neſs: but to them that are ſaved, it is the wiſdom 
or God, and the power of God unto ſalvation, to e- 
ery one Who believeth, T hough reaſon would not 
ave thought, God has ordained, it. To this alone 
uſt all its efficacy be aſcribed : for“ it is the will 
« of the Father, that whoſoever ſeeth the Son, and 


laſting life.“ 


ures us, who looked at the brazen ſerpent, Where 
vere they ever aſhamed that put their truſt in Chriſt 2 


hat believed in him for everlaſting life? 


1 * 


IT was a method of cure that might be eaſily put in 
practice by an Iſraelite, if he was not blind, Per- 
aps he might happen to receive his wound in ſome 


affected him in ſuch a manner, that he could neither 
move hand nor foot; yet without ſtirring from the 
place where he was, without ſending for phyſicians 
0 apply their medicines, he was ſaved by one glance 
bf his eye. In like manner, if the God of this world 


vorking, but by believing. The works of the law 
are phyſicians of no value to the diſtreſſed conſcience ; 
but Chriſt is a preſent help, and to find him we need 


neither climb up into heaven, nor deſcend into the 
deep. 


believes on him, ſhould not periſh, but have ever- 


Ir was a method of cure that never failed, being no 
fs ſure than ſtrange. Not an Iſraelite died, as Moſes 


Vhere they ever diſappointed in their expectations, 


remote place of the camp, and though it ſhould have 


has not blinded eur minds, we are ſaved, not by 


IT was a remedy FED might be repeated as often 
8 there was occaſion for it. Se Chriſt is the propi- 
L 2 tiation 
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riation for our fins, to whom we may warrant 
have recourſe as often as we are wounded by hell 
temptations, and in every time of need. Yet lety 
abuſer of this heavenly doctrine infer, that beca 
the remedy is at hand, we may be careleſs and ſecuri 
and expoſe ourſelves at random to the painful ſling 
of the infernal ſerpents. What Iſraelite would ben 
ſo mad as to handle theſe hateful creatures, andcour 
them to inſtill their venom, with no other debg 
than to try the experiment of the brazen ferpenti 
virtue? Would not this been a horrid perverſiod 
tliat healing ordinance, and at leaſt a tempting th 
Lord? But the truth is, the human race do 10 
more abhor the touch and neighbourhood of ſcrpeny 
of every kind, than an Iſraelite indeed, or a ſincere 
believer, when aCting up to his character, will 
hor even all approaches to temptation, It is ever 
whit as reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that becauſe the {ex 
pents in the wilderneſs were not permitted to deſire 
the Iſraelites, by reaſon of their heavenly antidots 
therefore they loved the ſerpents, and delighted un 
their ſociety, as it is to ſuppoſe, that the true Chr 
ſtian can be encouraged to ſin, or love that which it 
hates, becauie of abounding grace, 


IT was a remedy that proved effectual, without al 
doubt, to the Iſraelite who uſed it, though his vilne 
faculty had been ever ſo weak. So the weakeſt faith 
if genuine, is ſaving as the ſtrongeſt, becauſe its oh 
ject is the ſame, | 


IT was, in ſhort, a remedy that aſcribed the whole 
glory to God; even as in the work of our ſalvatd 
by Jeſus Chriſt all boaſting is excluded. While i 
bclieving ſoul treads upon the adder, .and tramp!s 


the dragon under feet, and ſays, O death, wit 
| 11 
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eis thy ſting?“ O Satan, where is thy power? let 
im alſo ſay, ** Thanks be unto God that gives us 
the victory through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord,” 


VII. Thoughts on the vail of Meſes. 


HE lawpiver of the Jews having aſcended the 
ſecond time to mount Sinai, where he obtain— 

ed a fight of the divine glory, and got the ſecond ta- 
bles inſcribed anew, with the finger of God, after the 
rſt were broken, he now deſcends to the camp with 
he tables in his hand, bat is greatly ſurpriſed, to 
ee his brother Aaron, and other Iſraelites, filled 
ith perturbation at his approach, and afraid to look 
im in the face. Such horror might. indeed have 
ell become them-the firſt time he deſcended; for 
they had, during his abſence, been guilty of that al- 
moſt unpardonable crime, the making the golden calf, 
which they could not but ſuſpect would be highly re- 
ſented both by God and Moſes. But now their peace 
was made; and-their prophet comes-with the pledges 
of reconciliation in his hand, what can be the reaſon 
(might he ſay to himſelf) of my brethren's run- 
ning away from me, as I were (till their enemy? The 
tace of Moſes was equally meek as before; but 
though the features were the ſame, it ſhone. with a 
glory viſible to every body but himſelf This fringe 
Phenomenon was the canſe of that awful diſtance. 
they kept. But perceiving that his voice was the 
lame, though his face was altered, they reſume their 
courage, and venture to approach him, thonph tit! 
2 dare not come to any cloſe interview with their 
ting lawgiver, till, in condeſcenſton to their weak— 
dels, he put a vail upon his glor ous face. Such ho— 
nur it pleated God to confer on his-faithtul ſervant, 
L 3 not 
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not only to inſpire the minds of the Iſraelites with 
greater reverence for him, but chiefly to dignify that 
diſpenfation of which he was the miniſter. We ar: 
not told how long this miraculous brightneſs laſted, 
but in all appearance it was not of long duration, and 
vaniſhed gradually away, to ſignify the tranſient nz- 
ture of that economy, 


Mosks himſelf, perhaps, intended no more by 
vailing his face, than what is expreſſed in the hiſto 
ry, However, the wiſdom of the Holy Ghoſt having 
given us an allegorical interpretation of this ation, 
by the mouth of the apoſtle Paul, let us dwell upon 
it a little. 


Tu vail upon the face of Moſes, according td 
that eminent apoſtle, did ſignify, that, partly through 
the obſcurity of their law, and partly through the 
blindneſs of their hearts, the children of Iſrael could 
not ſtedfaſtly look to the end of that which was abo- 
liſhed, Now that which was aboliſhed is their legal 
diſpenſation, and the end of that which was aboliſa- 
ed is Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, who is the end of the lan 
for righteouſneſs, as having fulſilled its meaning, can 
celled its authority, and introduced in its room a far 
more excellent economy. 


Wuar, may ſome reply, did Iſrael not know the 
meaning of their law? Was it the intention of thi 
Almighty to.conceal from them a thing in which the) 
were ſo highly intereſted? Had they no ſufficien 
intimations, that their ritual inſtitutions did point 
better things, and were, in future time, capable d 
repeal, and would actually receive an end ?. 


tx anſwer to this, it is not at all denied but tht 
' ye! 
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were many things in the writings and Jaw of Moſes, 
that not obſcurely hinted its true deſign, The vail 
of Moſes was not ſo thick and broad, but ſome rays 
of his light did aQually tranſpire, Even as the dark- 
neſs and blackneſs that involved the frighted ſummit 
of mount Sinai, was interſperſed with flaſhes of light - 
ning, and gleams of fire, The attentive Iſraelite, 
who meditated upon the law of the Lord day and 
night, might know that more was meant than was 
plainly expreſſed, The conſtant expectation of a 
Meſias, which univerſally obtained in all ages of the 
E [with church, might fully. convince. them of the 
weakneſs of their rites, to do-what they ſeemed to 
promiſe, and that the ceremonial law was far from 
being the whole of their religion. They had it hint- 
ed unto them, in the dying benediftion of their 
great forefather, . that their judicial law ſhould not 
be always obſerved, but that a period ſhould arrive, 
when the ſceptre ſhould depart from the royal tribe, 
A ſmall meaſure of acquaintance with their own 
hearts might have eaſily perſuaded, that the demands 


of the moral law, or ten commandments, were too 


rigid for them ever to hope juſlification by their com- 
Pliance with them: for however much it may be 
thought, by ſuperficial obſervers, thar the firſt nine 
precepts in the law may be fulfilled by an imperfect 
creature; yet it is evident, that the very letter of 
ede tenth commandment forbids the fins of the heart, 
and all the motions of concupiſcence. How can the 
proudeſt legaliſt plume himſelf with the fooliſh con- 
ceit of being able to conform himſelf in all reſpects 
to the very letter of the law, when the very letter 
the law ſays, © Thou ſhalt not covet ?” If then 
ere were many Iſraelites who reſted in their law, 
Without looking any further, and fondly imagined 
lat it was able to give them eternal life, this fatal 
miſtake 


vigorous fight, till the finiſhed piece is tranſlate 
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miſtake was not chiefly owing to the obſcurity of they 
diſpenſation, but to the blindneſs of their heam 
that were hard as the ſtones on which their law wy 
written, and vailed as their lawgiver's face, 


Bur, after all, it muſt be confeſſed, the law and 
holy books of Moſes have much obſcurity in then, 
when compared with the great plainneſs of ſpeech s- 
ſed by the apoſtles in the New Teſtament, They 
may be compared to a fine picture placed in a dart 
corner, though its principal figures may be diſcerned 
by a penetrating eye, it is, however, impoſſible the 
delicate touches of the pencil, the diſtributions d 
light and ſhade, the beauty of the tints, the elegancy 
of the defigns, can be thoroughly perceived by the mol 


from its obſcure ſituation, and ſet in an adyantageoy 
ligkt. 


ONE that reads the writings of Moſes, and throm 
but a curſory glance over the moral, the ceremonial, 
and the judicial law, without remembering that, 
like Moſes, they put a vail on their face, he would be 
very apt to miſtake the true defign of the whole {y- 
ſtem, and to entertain many erroneous opinions that 
are really inconſiſtent with its original. intention, 
though they ſeem to be founded upon it, One would 
think the ceremonial worſhip preſcribed ſo minutely 
by Moſes, muſt certaicly have been very acceptable 
to God even for its own ſake, or he would never beet 
at the pains to adjuſt, by his expreſs authority, tht 
ſmalleſt circumſtances relative unto it. One would 
almoſt imagine, that the Deity took pleaſure to eat 
the fleſh of bulls, and drink the blood of goats ; that 
he is diſpleaſed even with outward corporal unclear 


neſies; that the beauty of his worſhip conſiſts in the 
outward 
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utward pomp of ſplendid rites; that the blood of 
laughtered beaſts was able to take away fin ; that 
man has ſtill a power to obey the moral law; that 
we muſt enter into life by keeping the command- 
ments; that righteouſneſs can come by the law; that 
the natural ſeed of Abraham could never be rejected 
from being the people of God; that their civil ſtate 
ſhould never be unhinged, and their ceremonies 
ſhould never be aboliſhed. . Theſe, and many ſuch 
falſ? opinions, might been ſuggeſted by the terms 
in which the law is uttered, And many a carnal 
Jew was taken in this fyare, Even“ unto this day, 
« when Moſes is read, the vail is upon their 
* hearts. 


Ix vain did the prophets endeavour to pull this vail 
aide, and reclaim from theſe vain imaginations that 
ſtufnecked people, the bulk of whom perſevere in their 
abſurd prejudices, and preſumptuous expectations to 
tus very day, 


IF any ſhould inquire, why the revelation of the 
divine will was not equally plain in the palt as in the 
preſent age? why the God with whom light dwells, 
would deliver a law to his people, of which the true 
delign and genuine ſcope was not obvious at the firſt 
view? It is not for us to dive into the eternal counſels, 
It was the will of God that it ſhould be ſo; and who 
dares ſay to him, What doſt thou?“ Let us ra- 
ther obſerve how the vail was gradually removed, 
till Moſes flanges confeſſed, and the deſign of his - 


conomy is no longer a myſtery, fince the revelation of 
Jeſus Chriſt, 


MUcn is ſaid in the prophetic ſcriptures, that might 
ure undeceived the blind Jews, and taught them to 
abate 
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abate their vain confidence in their national prizil, 
ges, their ceremonial obſervances, and their mori 
righteouſneſſes. The grand doctrines of Chriſtin 
ty relating to the perſon, the charadter, and medi 
tion of Jeſus Chriſt, are laid down in theſe vener, 
ble writings with greater perſpicuity than in the boch 
of Moſes, But though the prophets harmoniouſy 
conſpire in giving their ſuffrage to every Chriſta 
doctrine; yet ſtill they put upon their face the vil 
of poetical figures, and ceremonial phraſes, The 
deſcribe ſpiritual bleſſings by images of civil pea 
and plenty. With them the victory of Jefus Chill 
is the treading of a wine-preſs, in which the winey 
the blood of ſlaughtered enemies; prayer is incenl;, 
and a pure offering; converſion is going up to Jeru 
ſalem; goſpel-worfhip is the celebration of the {ell 
vals of the Jews, 


BuT now comes John the Baptiſt, the harbinger 
of Chriſt, who talks ſtill plainer than Moſes or the 
prophets; and inſtead of commending the Levitica 
ſacrifices, he invites his hearers to regard that un- 
known perſon to whom he pointed as the comple 
ment of them all, ** Behold the Lamb of God, tha 
* takes away ne fin of the world.“ 


Bur by the miniſtry of Chriſt and his bleſſed apo 
ſtles, the Jaw is wholly unmaſked, and the vail on No- 
ſes's face entirely done away. The lowly birth, ia. 
digent life, and ignominious death of the Meflias 
himſelf, was an inconteſtible proof, that his king: 
dom is not of this world, as the Jews expected. 
Though he was the great High Prieſt, he gave 90 
attendance at the altar ; and his forerunner, though 
born a Levite, never officiated in the temple, Ti 


was a plain declaration, that he was come to abto- 
n gat? 
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te theſe ancient rites, But if we attend to the 
ain of his doctrine, it will appear how it was cal- 
lated to remove the vail, and cure the prejudices 
the miſtaken Jews. He taught that a man is not 
filed by what enters in at the mouth; foretold that 
jeir city and temple, the centre of their worſhip, 
ould be razed; and that a ſpiritual worſhip ſhould 
eſtabliſhed over all the world, and might be pre- 
nted unto God in every place. That he might pave 
de way for explaining the grand doctrine of juſtifi- 
tion by his imputed righteouſneſs, he expatiated 
pon the vaſt extent of the moral law, and frequent- 
inculcated the ſad depravity of human nature. He 
oke of himſelf as the fulfiller of all righteouſneſs, 
e heavenly manna, and the antitype of the ſerpent 
ted up in the wilderneſs, 


zur after his aſcenſion, he inſpired his apoſtles to 
niſh what he had only begun, and completely remove 
at vail which Moſes put upon his face. By their 
poſtolic decree, they inſtructed the Chriſtian Gen- 
les in their New Teſtament liberty; and by their 
piſtles addreſſed to the primitive churches, they en- 
rely diſſipated the obſcurity of the Old-Teſtament 
adows, Now it appears that the kingdom of God 
s not meats and drinks, but righteouſneſs, and peace, 
nd joy ia the Holy Ghoſt ; that the Moſaic law was 
only a ſchoolmaſter to tutor the church in her child- 
h ſtate, and train her up for a more perfect inſtitu- 
on, Now we plainly ſee, that righteouſneſs can- 
Dot poſſibly come by the law, nor pardon by the ſacrifi- 
3. If the vail is not ſtill upon our hearts, we may 
dehold with oper face the glory of the Lord, and be 
changed into the ſame image, from glory to glory, 
Now the face of the covering ſpread over all people, 


ad the yail caſt over all nations, is entirely deſtroy- 
ed; 
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ed; and therefore, O houſe of Iſrael, come aud 
us walk in the light of the Lord. 


VIII. Of facrifeer. 


ACRIFICINGIS a religious action, in which a cy 


ture devoted to God was in a ſolemn many 
deſtroyed in his preſence, for ſacred ends; and it w 


a mode of worſhip that obtained in the moſt early 
ges of the world. It may not only be traced uyt 
the famous #ra of giving the law from mount Sina; 
for the ancient patriaichs did commonly pradtiſek 
How many altars were built by Abraham, and i 
grandchild Jacob? Melchizedec was a prieſt of th 
moſt high God; Job offered ſacrifices both for by 
children and for his friends; and God ſmelled a farout 
of reſt, when Noah ſacrificed clean beaſts and birdsup 
on the altar which he builded unto the Lord, Bu 
why do I mention theſe venerable perſonages as tht 
moſt ancient practiſers of ſacrificial worſhip, whent 
may be more than conjectured, that Adam himſelf du 
uſe it? Can we think, when Abel offered unto tit 
Lord the firſtlings of his flock, that his father did ndt 
inſtru& him to teſtify in this manner his fear of tit 
Lord? And what ſhall we ſay of the coats of ſkis 
which the Lord made for them, or directed them t6 
make? The beaſts to whom they belonged canndl 
ſo ſoon after the creation be ſuppoſed to have diedd 
age. They behoved therefore to be ſlain. How nr 
tural to ſvppoſe that they were lain in facrifice, . 
ther than for ary other uſe? Perhaps it was 00 


without a myſtery, that the ſkins of theſe beall 
ſhould clothe their bodies, whoſe blood made aton 
ment for their ſouls. To be ſhort then, though if 


can by no means aſſent, that in the ſtate of ine 
cence 
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ace there would been the leaſt occaſion for them, 
ey ſeem, however, to be as ancient as the promiſe 
bout the ſeed of 'the woman, who was to have his 
>| bruiſed, while he bruiſed the ſerpent's head. 


Tax antiquity 6f ſacrifices being ſuppoſed, let us 

ow ſee by whoſe authority they were firſt injoined. 

nd it will be certainly found, that as their date 1s 

cient, their original is divine. That God preſcri-, 
ed them to his choſen people, is not diſputed; for a 

great part of the ſacred volume is occupied in deſcri- 
ing the various laws by which this ſpecies of wor- 
ip ſhould be adjuſted, But what ſhall we think of 
he ſacrifices that were offered by the patriarchs be- 
ore the law? Were they acts of will-worſhip ? 

Did they contrive this mode of adoration from their 
wa brains? Did the light of nature diate, that 
the Deity could be delighted with butchering, ſlaying, 
and burning a harmleſs brute, or otherwiſe deſtroy- 
ing creatures that were inanimate? No: neither 
did the light of nature dictate them, nor blind ſuper- 
ſition, but the ſovereign will, and poſitive command 
of God, is their original warrant. Be it ſo we read 
of the practice, before we read of the precept; ſtiH 
rom the former we may fairly infer the latter : for 
ſuch eminent ſaints would never have adventured to 
expreſs their devotion in ſuch a ftrange manner, if 
they had not been required to do ſo'by the declared 
will of God. Indeed without ſuch a perſuaſion they 
could not have offered in faith; and we are aſſured, 
by an authority too great to be controverted, that 
the firſt man whoſe ſacrifice is expreſsly mentioned 
in ſcripture, offered through faith a more excellent 
heriice than Cain, of which the Deity was pleaſed 
to teltify his acceptance, by ſome diſtinguiſhing marks 
d regard, Now, let us even ſuppoſe theſe primitive 
M helievers 
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believers might been ſo preſumptuous as to invent, g 
praQtiſe, without the command of God, ſuch hl 
rites, it can never be admitted, that God, who hy 
upon all occaſions teſtified his diſpleaſure againſt th 
inventions of men in his worſhip, would have ſmile 
upon ſuch ſelf-deviſed modes of adoration, 'Infed 
of teſtifying of their gifts, "and accepting their bum 
offerings, would he not rather have upbraided then, 
as in the words of that well-known reproof, * Wh 
*© hath required this at your hands ?” Upon th 
whole, then, it is eaſy to ſee, that ſacrifices wer 
not offered without the command of God, Andity 
more than probable, that the precept and the pri 
tice are of equal age; that theſe holy rites wen 
commanded immediately after the readmiſſion of on 
firſt parents into the divine favour upon the back d 
their apoſtaſy ;—that the univerſal cuſtom of fact 
ſicing was received by tradition from the firſt mu; 
—and that after the true deſign of the inſtitutia 
was loſt among the degenerate nations, the ceremony 
itſelf was till preſerved. 


Werl then, the cuſtom was ancient, was divine; 
and ſurely it was for ſome important end God woull 
command, and the beſt of men practiſe it, for tht 
ſpace of four thouſand years. What could move tht 
eternal Majeſty to require for ſo long a time, that fi 
crifices ſhould be an eſſential part of his. worſhip! 
Was there any real excellency in theſe actions, tha 
might render them pleaſing to God for their ont 
ſake? Were they to be put on an equal or ſuper 
footing to acts of moral ſervice? Not at all. Hu- 
ſelf declares in the moſt poſitive manner, even in ii 
age of ſacrifices, that to offer thankſgiving, | 
pay their vows, to do juſtly, and love mercy, 


were actions far preferable to loading his altar 7 
| 
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+ moſt coſtly. oblations that though men had 
een ever ſo punctual in this kind of worſhip, they 
ere not immediately entitled to the character of 
ints, whatever courſe of action they ſteered in 
heir other deportment towards God, or their fellow- 
-eatures, Yea, ſo far were ſacrifices from being 
ple to recommend the perſons of wicked ſinners 
b God, that, on the contrary, their fins, when reſo- 
nely perſiſted in, rendered not only their perſons, 
Mat their ſacrifices, deteſtable unto him. He loathed, 

deſpiſed, he abhorred, his ſoul was weary to bear 
hem, That they did really atone for ceremonial 
wilt, or ſanctify to the purifying of the fleſh, may 
ndeed be allowed ; but that they could really atone 
or moral guilt, purge the conſcience from dead 
vorks, or be acceptable to the divine Majeſty for 
heir own ſake, is denied by ſcripture, reaſon, and 
ren by the, ſacrifices themſelves.— It is denied by 
ſcripture, —For in the prophet Micah, rivers of oil, 
and thouſands of rams, are denied to be an adequate 
propitiation. And this needs not be wondered at, 
or what is ſtill more, the ſirſt · born, we are aſſured in 
be ſame place, would not be accepted for tranſgreſ- 
ion, nor the fruit of the body for the fin of the ſoul, 
t is denied by reaſon.— For reaſon herſelf being 
judge, where were the juſtice to puniſh a harmleſs 
bealt for the ſins of its owner? What proportion 
detwixt the ſin of a man, and the ſufferings of a 
brute? Can the Majeſty of heaven indeed be pre- 
railed upon to lay aſide his juſt. anger for ſuch a puny 
ſatisfaction? Then, Sinai, thy thunders are vaniſh- 
ed into ſmoke, and there was no occaſion to publiſh 
vith ſuch ſolemnity and terror to the trembling Iſ- 
elites that fiery law, whoſe-curſes may be ſo caſily 
woided,—Bur let us aſkeven the ſacrifices themſelves, 

ney will confeſs their inſufficiency to expiate moral 
M 2 - guilt ; 
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guilt; for there were many ſins that were not toh 
parged with ſacrifice or offering. Let David ben 
witneſs, who ſays to God concerning his complica 
crime of adultery and deliberate murder,“ Thou & 
*« ſireſt not facriſice, elſe would I give it. Thou de 
* lighteſt not in burnt- offering.“ Beiides, the reps 
tition of theſe ſacriſices is a moſt invincible prod 
that it was not in them to make them perfe that d 
tered: for then would they not have ceaſed to be offer 

ed * Surely they would; for the worſhippers once put 

ged, ſhould have had no more conſcience of in, : 


Was it then impoſſible that the blood of bulls a 
goats {hould take away ſin, notwithſtanding the anti 
quity and divine original of the cuſtom to offer ſact: 
fice? Having removed the falſe end of their inſtity 
tion, let us examine into their real intention ; an AP 
we ſhall have a particular eye to the offerings under 
the ceconemy of Moſes. And here it will not e 
contradifted, though one fhould affirm, that ſundy WW 
circumſtances in the law of ſacrifices might be intent Wi! 
ed to convey moral inſtructions. For inſtance, tha 
the brutiſh qualities of the ſacrificed beaſts, might 
tipnify the vices or luſts which we ought to mortil 
jor the honour of God; or that the virtuous qualitis 
of the victims, ſuppoſe meekneſs, patience, and the 
like, might denote thoſe graces and virtues whic Wi 
the worſhipper of God ſhould cultivate in his ot 
heart, It muſt not be denied, that the ancient c 
remonial worſhip might be a figure of that reaſonadl 
ſervice which is ever due to the ſupreme Being in al 
the different ſtates of the rational creature. B 
though theſe, and other conſiderations, may 1 
their proper weight and place, we have not yet four! WW! 
out the adequate reaſon of theſe myſterious infor Wl 


tions. In thy bloody death, O Jefus, we ſee 
pre! 
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eat antitype of theſe legal oblations. Moſt certain- 
y they were public acknowledgments of guilt, and 
rofeſlons of faith in the grand propitiation, which 
hey believed ſhould appear in the end of the world, 
ell us, thou ſweet ſinger of Iſrael, who he is that ſhall . 
o for us what the law could not do. In the fortieth 
ſalm, David ſpeaking not of himſelf, but of a far 
ore glorious perſon, has theſe moſt emphatical 
ords: © Sacrifice and offering thou didſt not deſire: 
burnt - offering and ſin- offering hait thou not required. 
© Then ſaid I, Lo, I come to do thy will, O God,” 
It was not Chriſt who came to imitate. the ſacrificcs, 
but the ſacrifices. were, ordained to preſigure him. 
hey were the ſhadow of future good things, but 
the body is of Chriſt, - When Chriſt was firſt reveal- 
ed, the ſacrifices ſeem: to have been practiſed ; and | 
hen he died, they ceaſed to be offered. The temple 
eard his dying groan, and rent her vail in preſence 
of the prieſthood, as they, offered the evening-facri- 
ice, From this time forth ſhall your office be vaca- 
ted, ye legal prieſts, . Ye beaſts of the field, no more 
mall you ſmoke as victims on God's altar, for the 
erciful High Prieſt has now given HIMSELF an of- 
ering and a ſacrifice of a ſweet-ſmelling ſavour unto 
Cod. Now, if with the prediction of his death they 
degan, and ended with the accompliſhment, what 
can be more plain than the relation betwixt them, as the 
madow and the ſubſtance ? Set this relation aſide, 
nd it is impoſiible to vindicate to any advantage ic 
priginal appointment of ſacrifices, or to acceunt fur 
their abolition after they were injoined. Should any 
be contentious in this point, we have an entire bock 
n the canon of the New Teſtament, in which the 
profeſſed argument is the reſemblance of the Old- Tc» 
Lament ſacrilices to the true propiti.tion, Let us 

Al 3 here 
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here glance at ſome of the molt glaring parallels only 
betwixt the ſacrifices of Moſes and the ſacrifice 9 
Jeſus Chriſt, 


AND, firſt, We may take notice of the qualitis 
of the ſacrificed creatures, eſpecially of the animd 
kind. It was not left as a matter of indifference, 2 
wholly in the option of God's peculiar people, vit 
what victims they ſhould ſtain his altars.—They be 
hoved to be clean creatures, according to the lay, {t 
to be eaten for the fupport of human life, and to k 
one with the offerer in fome ſenſe, by their aptitude 
for digeſtion into the ſabſtance of his body. Thi 
was an evident memorial of the fanctity of the gien 
Propittation, and that He ſhould be a partaker of th 
fame fleſh and blood with thoſe for whom he ſhoull 
die; for it was requiſite, that both he that ſand 
fieth, and they that are ſanQiked, be all of one.— I 
integrity and perfection which God required in tit 
bodies of theſe beaſts, may eaſily be accommodate 
to the glorious antitype, who would been wholly in 
capacitate, by any the ſmalleſt blemiſu, from the di 
charge of his prieſtly function. For though it be 
came the typical nation of the Jews to have an lit 
prieſt involved in the ſame guilt of actual tranſgreſia 
with his brethren, who was therefore to offer firſt fu 
his own ſin, before he preſumed: to offer for the e 
rors of. the people; yet ** ſuch an high prieſt became 
„us, who is holy, harmleſs, undeſiled, and ſepar® 
ted from ſinners,” They were, further, to 
valuable and beloved creaturcs, as lambs that t 
for clothing, and goats that are the price of the fel 
and he that ofcred them was put to coſt and damaꝶ 
as indeed in the firſt ages of mankind the riches of # 
molt opulent poſſeſſor conſiſted chiefly in flocks 20d 


'kerds, What forbids us to think here of Jeſus Chi 7 
19 


P 
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g the darling of his Father, and precious to them that 


believe? O the invaluable treaſure of blood that was 
paid for the redemption of the ſoul! In compariſon 


hereof, what is ſilver and gold, and all corruptible 
things? Ranſack the bowels of the mountains, for 
all the glowing gems formed there in dark retirement, 
when compared to the precious blood of the Lamb, 
they are poor and beggarly acquifitions, and convert- 
ed into pebble-ſtones, fit to be trampled under feet. 
Moreover, there behoved to be found in the de- 
ſtined victims ſome amiable qualities reſembling mo- 
rab virtues, They were not permitted to ſacrifice 
the ſtupid aſs, or the ſordid ſwine, though tame crea- 
tures; far leſs were the fierce. inhabitants of the fo- 
relt, as wolves, bears, lions, to come upon God's 
altar, But the ſacrifices in which he delighted were 
the gentle dove, the patient and laborious ox, the 
meck lamb, and the ſheep that is. dumb before the 
ſhearer and the butcher. Who ſees not in theſe 
characters the very picture of the meek, lowly, pa- 
tient, and uncomplaining Saviour of the world, who 
opened not his mouth when he was led as a lamb to 
the ſlaughter? A circumſtance this, which, next to 
the dignity of his. perſon, did contribute to the va- 
lue of his ſatisfactory death.—It is alſo worthy of 
notice, that of all theſe beaſts the firſt-born was moſt 
acceptable, and, according to the law, all ſuch were 
boly unto the Lord. Was not this a prelude that he 
whom God would give to expiate our tranſgreſſion, 
ſhould be the firſt-born among many brethren, whom 
iney ſhould honour as the excellency of dignity, and 
to whom they. ſhould owe their deliverance from 
death, and their title to the inheritance ?—1 ſhall on- 
iy farther hint, that whereas God was not only plca- 
kd when the rich men offered of their larger cattle, 
bur when poor men brov ght turtle-doves and pigeons, 
Might 
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Might not this put us in mind how the ſacrifice whig 
God accepts is equally acceſhble to the poor and th 
rich? And truly, as the legal ſacrifices were charge 
able, in leſs or more, to all that preſented them, th 
real and better ſacrifice coſts us nothing; for we my 
buy it without money, and without price, 


Fxom the qualities of the victims, let us go ont 
the ſacred rites of oblation, and we ſhall find ſons 
thing in our great ſacrifice correſponding to them al 
When the creature that was to ſurrender its life fu 
its owner was pitched upon, it was brought unto the 
prieſt, and ſolemnly ſiſted before the Lord. Bu 
our Lord Jeſus was not brought by others, like the 
irrational animal; but he voluntarily preſented hin- 
ſelf before the Lord, when his time was fully come. 
Fully appriſed of what was to be done unto him, h: 
ſet his face to go up to Jeruſalem, and patiently ex 
pected in the melancholy garden the coming of the 
traitor, and his band of armed men, to whom he wa 
to deliver himſelf. The ſacred animal being fitted 
before the Lord, was rendered ceremonially guilty, 
by the impoſition of hands on its head, and by con- 
ſeſſing over it the (ins of the oſſerer. It was the Lord 
himſelf that laid on him the iniquities of us all. 0 
Jeſus, it is our guilt alone that can juſtify the Judge 
of all the earth in taking pleaſure to bruiſe thee: 
And this doubtleſs was one great reaſon why he openel 
not his mouth, while the Roman governor wondere! 
at his ſilence. It was this conſideration that for- 
ed his mind at the approach of his inconceivably bitte 
agonies, and held in his mouth as with a bridle, wi 
theſe aſtoniſhing words dropped from his lips, Nen 
is my ſoul troubled, and what ſhall I ſay?! — 


In the next place, the blood of the innocent animal, 
* 
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aw made guilty by imputation, was ſhed, was pour- 
4 ont, and ſprinkled around; for “without the 
ſhedding of blood was no remiſſion of . Tak 
jot, ye Papiſts, of an unbloody ſacrifice of expia- 
jon. That it is the blood that makes atonement for 
be ſoul, is aſſerted by the God of Hrael himſelf, 
ho expreſsly aſſigns this reaſon of the ſtrict prohi- 
dition given to his ancient people, “ No ſoul of you 
ſhall eat blood, neither ſhall any ſtranger that ſo- 
' journs among you.” It is eaſy to ſee how this 
refigured the violent death of the Son of God, who 
woured out his ſoul unto death, and whoſe blood 
leanſes from all fin, The pulling of the ſkin 
From the butchered animals, dividing their bodies, 
nd burniog them with fire, are certainly intended 
0 denote the exquiſite torments he was to endure, 
hen the aſſembly of the wicked incloſed him, and 
is heart was melted in the midſt of his bowels like 
rax before the fire, The towering of the ſmoke 
o heaven, which was ſometimes perfumed with 
Purning incenſe, ſignified how acceptable the ſacri- 
ce of Chriſt ſhould be to God, and of what ſweet- 
melling ſavour, In the time of offering, prayers 
ere offered up. And we know that in the days of 
bis fleſh he offered up prayers, tears, ſtrong cries, to 
bim that was able to ſave him from death. The 
lowing of trumpets, and praiſing God, in the time 
df the holy rites, with muſic vocal and inſtrumental, 
#hich was often practiſed, may no doubt put us in 
und of that praiſe which waiteth for God in Zion, 
on account of purging away our tranſgreſhon by him- 
cif, which would prevailed for ever againſt us. 

he carrying the blood of the victims into the holy 
Place, the figure of the heavenly ſanctuary, corre- 
bonds to the interceſſion of our High Prieſt within 
the 


| 


| 


| 
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the vail, where he appears as a Lamb that has ben 
flaio, 


Wurxx the holy rites were finiſhed, atonemen 
was made, The guilt of the offerer was aboliſhel, 
when his victim was deſtroyed; the anger of Ga 
was in ſome manner appeaſed, and he gave ſigns d 
reconciliation, But, as we ſhewed before, it wx 
not in theſe ceremonial actions to atone for any m. 
ral guilt, except in a typical way, But he whon 
God hath ſet forth for a propitiation, hath, in th 
molt proper ſenſe, fully expiated the fins of all ti 
people, who have lived, or ſhall live. In his + 
tonement the believers of ancient and later tima 
have rejoiced, as the ſole foundation of their hops, 
And nations yet unborn ſhall be juſtified by him fron 
all things from which they could not- be juſtified by 
Moſes's law, 


% 


Tus fire that came down from heaven, and cot- 
ſumed the ſacrifices, which doubtleſs was kept abit 
by the prieſts upon the altar, was it not an emblen 
of that fierce burning wrath which preyed upon tit 
foul of the incarnate Son of God? or was it an en- 
blem of the Holy Spirit, through whom he offer 
up himſelf, and who is ſtiled the Spirit of burning! 
or elſe the fire might ſignify that fervent love to Gol 
and man, which many waters could not quench. | 
was love that wrought his death; by this holy a 


pure flame was our atoning ſacrifice reduced inn 
aſhes. 


THE altar, what was it? His croſs, ſay ſome. 
Nay, it was rather his divine nature, which like the 
altar ſupported, and like the altar ſanctiſied, his bv 


ly humanity, which alone was deſtroyed, T mY 
| mr 
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-ofs can ſcarce be ſaid to do, which was but the in- 

a ument of man's cruelty, and a deſpicable piece of 

imber, which neither ſanctiſied the body which it 

arried, nor received ſanctification from it. Where 

hen are they who addreſs it with divine honours, 

and pay even to its picture that homage which is due 

o him alone that expired in agonies on that ſhameful 
tree ? 


IX. The ordinance of the paſfſover, 


HE fatal night was now arrived, when the de- 
ſtroying angel was to ſmite all the firſt-born 

ff Egypt, and the chief of their ſtrength in the taber- 
nacles of Ham. This laſt and ſoreſt plague ſhall break 
he unrelenting heart of Pharaoh, and diſmiſs the 
dpprefied Iſraelites from his cruel yoke, But mark 
he goodneſs of their God, in providing for their 
afety amidſt the general devaſtation ! They are di- 
prefted to ſprinkle on their door poſts the blood of a 
amb, whoſe qualities, the manner of its death, and 
he rites wherewith they were to eat its fleſh, are ve- 
ry minutely preſcribed, and left upon record for the 
generations io come. The meſſenger of death, they 
ee aſſured, would not preſume to enter theſe hal- 
lowed doors, though a thouſand did fall at their fide, 
and ten thouſand on their right hand. Then it was 
that the Egyptian idols did alſo feel the vengeance 
of the true God: and ſo memorable was the night, 
that the month in which it fell, was, in all ſuc- 
ceeding ages, to be the beginning of months, or 
the firſt month of the year, A ceremony indeed 
it was that ſeemed but weak, unmeaning, and unpro- 
able: but, penetrating the outward vail, let us try 
do diſcern the hidden myſtery, by that ſame faith 
through 
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through which Moſes kept the paſſover, and th 
ſprinkling of blood, that he which deſtroyed the fi 
born ſhould not touch him. Its meaning we are ng 
now left to explore by our own wit: for that it wa 
a prophetical type, and a very expreſhve image oft 
Lamb of God, that takes away the fin of the woll 
an inſpired apoſtle gives us to know, by telling u 
that Chriſt our paſſover is ſacrificed for us,” 


A LAMB was Choſen out of the flock. Emblen 
of him who was taken from among men, and rail 
up from among his brethren, and, like that lorch 
creature, did injury to none, though he recein 
from many, and is uſeful in life and death, being 
once our cloathing and our food, It was a malt 
of the flock of a year old; for Chriſt is a Son gira 
unto us, and ſuffered in the flower of his age, — 
Bat without blemiſh and without {pot. Though & 
ſcended from an impure race of anceſtors, he brought 
no ſtain of fin into the world with him. And though 
he long converſed witk ſinful men, and grappled wit 
ſtrong temptations, he contracted not the ſmalltl 
taint, Even Judas and Pilate atteſted, that he ws 
juſt and upright; the laſt before he condemned, and 
the firſt after he betrayed him.. On the fourteenti 
day of the month Abib, the lamb was fetchel 
from the field, and on the nineteenth day at event 
was killed by all the Jews in the place which tis 
Lord did chooſe. Even ſo he of whom theſe thing 
were ſpoken, went up to Jeruſalem five days befor 
the paſſover, where with wicked hands he was talen, 
crucified, and lain, The lamb was roaſted wit 
fire, It was the fire of the Father's wrath, O imm 
culate Lamb of God, that forced thee to compli 
«© My heart is like wax, it is melted in the mid{t® 


« my bowels. My ſtrength is dried 9 
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my tongue cleaves. to my jaws.” A bone of 
de lamb was not to be broken, and none of it was to 
left until the morning. To accompliſh the firſt, 
de ſoldiers brake not his legs, as was uſual; and to 
IG] the laſt, he was taken down from the croſs the 
me evening in which he died. In vain had the 
ſraelites killed the lamb, if they had not alſo ſprink- 
4 its blood with the hyſſop upon the door-polts. 
ad Chriſt is to us dead in vein, unleſs applied by 
vith unto the conſcience, His blood muſt not be 
rinkled behind the door; for we muſt publicly pro- 
ſs, that we are not aſhamed of the croſs of Chriſt : 
or below the door; for it muſt not be trodden un- 
er foot : but above, and on every fide, on all that 
7 are, on all that we have, and on all we do, In- 
eed by his all-penetrating eye, the doors of the 
ouſe and heart are ſeen with equal clearneſs. Had 
preſumptuous Iſraelite deſpiſed this ordinance of 
od, and neglected to ſprinkle his doors with blood, 
e was not within the limits of the divine protection; 
2, had he ventured abroad in that perillous night, 
te angel was not bound to ſpare him, So when the 
rows of deſtruction are flying thick and faſt, the 
ood of Jeſus is our only ſanctuary. Of this only 
an we ſay, See, O God, our ſhield : we are guilty 
| death, this is the ſacrifice which thou requireſt : 
cept this blood, which we ſprinkle by thy com- 
and, inſtead of our own, that deſerved to reek up- 
n our door-poſts. O Jeſus, we are indebted to thy 
oning blood for bleſſings that far tranſcend deliver- 
ce from Egyptian bondage, or from temporal 
ath. By thy blood we are delivered from the wrath 
it is to come, Thou art our hiding- place. Under 
covert of thy blood, we ſhall not be afraid of 
den fear, nor of the deſolation of the wicked; but 
al dwell in peaceable habitations, ſure dwellings, 
N and 
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and quiet reſting places, nigh which no plague ſul 
come. Many a time the haughty tyrant of Exe 
was frighted by the awful prodigies wrought by N 
ſes, but never was he thoroughly ſubdued, till th 
blood was ſprinkled. Then the prey was taken frag 
the mighty. In vain he purſues after them, for ne 
ver more ſhall they wear his chain, So many a ting 
the prophecies of Chriſt might fright the black pring 
of hell, but never was he thoroughly ſubdued, il 
on the croſs he ſpoiled principalities and powers, a 
made a ſhew of them openly, triumphing over then 
in it. Even ſo his elect people are ſaid to on: 
come, by the blood of the Lamb, the enemy of they 
ſalvation. By this ſame blood the idols are utter 
aboliſhed. As in that night of deſolation the temyla 
of Egypt were not ſpared more than the palaces; þ 
in the days of the Meſhah, ſhall a man caſt his ide 
of ſilver and gold, which he made for himſelf to wer 
ſhip, to the moles and to the bats, to go into tht 
clefts of the rocks, and into the tops of the rage 
rocks, for fear of the Lord, and for the glory of is 
majeſty, when he ariſeth to ſhake terribly the earl 
Well may this happy period be unto us the beginniy 
of months. If the beginning of the year was chang 
to the Iſraelites, and the ſeventh became the fil 
month, much more may the beginning of the ved 
be altered to the Chriſtians, and the ſeventh d 
be exchanged for the firſt, for a Sabbath unto ti 
Lord; for on that day a much more glorious vai 
was finiſhed, than when he brought Iſrael outs 
Egypt, or even than when he finiſhed the hearth 
and all their hoſt, and laid the foundation of the earth 
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We have ſeen how the blood of the lamb 
ſprinkled, and the happy conſequences of this ſymor 


lical action, let us now attend how its fleſh was te“ 
eat 
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aten, and how we are made partakers of Chriſt, who 
s at once our ſhield to protect us from danger, and 
dur food to preſerve our ſoul in life. It was eaten 


Loaſted, for Chriſt is ſavoury to faith, A bone maſt 
not be broken, and myſteries muſt not be too cu— 
riouſly pryed into. A whole lamb mult be eaten in 


very houſe ; and a whole Chriſt received by every 
believing ſoul. It mult be eaten in haſte; and what- 
ſoever our hand ſindeth, ſhould be done with all our 
might, The bitter herbs ſigniſied the bitterneſs of 
contrition for fin, and of the tribulation we ſhall 
have in this world. Unleavened bread is ſincerity and 
truth, Theloins girt, and feet ſhod, ſignifies the gird- 


ling up the loins of the mind, and the preparation of 


the goſpel of peace, or a readineſs to every good 
work, The ſtaff in the hand might ſignify, that 
here we have no continuing city. The paſſover was 


only to be eaten by the circumciſed and the clean; but 
if a man was unclean by reaſon of a dead body, or in a 


journey afar off, he was permitted to keep a ſecond 
paſſorer on the fourteenth day of the ſecond month, 


Here let us end, adoring that condeſcending love that 


has appeared toward us the ſinners of the Gentiles, 
At the firſt paſſover, we were uncircumciſed and un- 
clean, by reaſon of death, we were afar off, and 


without God in the world, But us hath he quickened 
Who were dead in treſpaſſes and fins; and in Jeſus 


Chriſt we who ſometimes were afar off, are made 
nigh by the blood of Chriit. Therefore let us keep 
the feaſt; for even Chriſt our ſecond, Chriſt our beſt 
pallorer, is ſacrificed for us. 


X. The ordinance of the ſcape- goat. 


WY all the ceremonies injoined in the book of Le- 
viticus, (that goſpel of Moſes), none were 
N 2 more 
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more ſignificant, as we may well preſume, and en 
preſſive of evangelical myſteries, than thoſe prefer. 
bed on the ſolemn anniverſary of general atonemen 
The rites of this ſolemn day, though in themſely 
but carnal ordinances, were, in their uſe, ſhadow 
of good things to come, and, without all doubt, ex 
pounded in this view unto the people by the godh 
prieſts, whoſe lips kept knowledge. To what pw: 
poſe elſe had been the multitude of their ſacrifica 
unto him, who delights not in the bloed of bullock 
or of lambs, or of he- goats? On this day the Jeuik 
high prieſt was not firſt to array himfelf with his mul 
coltly attire, but with his linen garments. An ems 
blem of the Chriſtian High Prieſt's incarnation, who, 
when he came to expiate our fin, did not array hin 
ſelf with light as with a garment, but with the robe 
of our human nature, which, though clean ad 
white, was without ſplendor or magnificence, ——01 
this day he offered expiatory ſacrifices both for him. 
ſelf and all the people. Jeſus, in all things thou mul 
have the pre-eminence! * For ſuch an High Priel 
e became us, who needs not, as theſe high prieſts 
« offer firſt for his own fin, and then for the people: 
for the law makes men prieſts that had infirmity; 
* but the word of the oath that was ſince the lay, 
© maketh the Son, who is conſecrated for evermore.” 
On this day he made his folemn entrance into the ho- 
ly places made with hands, with the blood of bulk 
and goats. The meaning of which the great apoltl 
declares, is the entrance of Jeſus Chriſt, the High 
Prieſt of good things to come; by a greater and mot 
perfect tabernacle, into the holy place not made 
with hands, that is, into heaven itſelf, having 0b 
tained eternal redemption for us, | 


Bur what we ſhall chiefly confine our attention te 
for 
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for the preſent, is another ceremony peculiar to this 
day of atonement. Beſides the bullock and the ram 
hich Aaron was to offer, the firſt for himſelf, and 
he ſecond for the people; he was alſo to take for 
all the congregation of Iſrael, two kids of the goats 
for a ſin- offering. They were to be brought, as u- 


tion, But both were not killed as was uſually done: 
for by an uncommon rite, the two victims were 
pitched upon by lot, the one to be offered up in the 
accuſtomed manner unto the Lord, and its ſkin, its 
fleſh and dung, to be burned with fire without the 
camp; the other to be preſented alive before the 
Lord, where Aaron, laying both his hands upon its 
head, confeſſed over him all the. iniquities of the 
children of Iſrael, and all their tranſgreſſions in all 
their ſins; and, laſtly, it was to be conducted into the 
wilderneſs by the hand of a proper perſon, (who, 
they ſay, might be either a Gentile or an Iſraelite), 
and probably it was never more inquired after, where- 
fore it might be called Azazel, or the ſcape goat. 
— We ſhall,. for the preſent, leave to others the 
diſcuſſion of ſome curious inquiries about the name 
and fate of this devoted creature, and proceed to no- 
tice how in both theſe victims Chriſt was ſet forth as 
the propitiation for our ſins. 


IT is true indeed, that the goat is none of theſe: 
creatures that are ſuppoſed to have the moſt amiable 
properties, And it may ſeem odd, that the Lamb 
of God ſhould be prefigured by theſe beaſts, which, 
for their uncleanly and unruly temper, are emblems 
of the wicked, who in the laſt day ſhall be ſeparated 
from the godly by the Judge of all the earth, But 
pxrhaps even this circumſtance in the type might ſig- 


ſual, to the door of the tabernacle of the congrega- 


2 ; ; 
kw! that Chriſt was to appear in the likeneſs of fin- 


N 3 ful, 


* 
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ful fleſh, The goat, though commonly held an uw. 
clean creature, was, notwithſtanding, of the number 
of clean beaſts in the law of Moſes; and Jeſus Chrif 
though reputed a ſinner among men, was pure al 
righteous in the eye of God. And if it be true why 
is commonly reported, of the medicinal qualities a 
this creature's fleſh, and of its blood ſoftening the 
rigid adamant ; what hinders us to think of Chiil 
healing our diſeaſes, taking away our hard and ſoy 
hearts, and giving us hearts of fleſh ? 


Bur whereſore two goats? Or if two, why nt 
both uſed in the ſame manner? Why was oned 
them put to death, and the other ſaved, ale! 
Doubtlegs they are both to be viewed as types of tli 
great propitiation. The firſt goat may ſignify tha 
complete ſatisfaction which Chriſt made to vindiQir: 
juſtice by the offering up. himſelf; and the ſecond 

, goat may ſignify the happy conſequence of this pro- 
pitiatory ſacrifice, in finiſhing tranſgreſſion, making 
an end of ſin, and carrying it, as it. were, into the 
land of forgetſulneſs, that, to uſe the elegant word: 
of Jeremiah, * when the iniquity of the houſe of l. 
„ rael ſhalf be ſought for, there ſhould be none, and 
the fins of Judah, and they ſhould not be found. 
Nor ought it ſeem ſtrange, that ſuch a momentous 
truth ſhould be inculcated ſo many various ways 0 
the ſam2 occaſion; for it is a ſingular effect of ut 
goodneſs of God, to exhibit ſuch intereſting truths 
different views, that we may have ſtrong conſoletion. 
Beſides that, all ſimilitudes and types fall infinite! 
fhort of the great mylteries they point'at, therefore 
they are multiplied, that they may mutually ſupp 
the deficiences of one another: for here the ſaying 
is made good, © Two are better than one; for if tht 
% fall, the one will lift up his fellow.“ 
| TJ 837 
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Taar the firſt goat was an emblem of Chriſt facri- 
pod for us, as much as any other ſacrifices, is not 
lifficult to perſuade, For like other ſacrifices it was 
illed, becauſe Chriſt was to die, Its blood was car- 
ied within the vail ; for Chriſt was to appear in the 
weſence of God for us with his own blood, Its 
body was burned without the camp; and Chrilt ſuffer- 
d without the gate, But let us more particularly 


attend the myſtery of the ſcape-goat, and its likeneſs 


o Jeſus Chriſt. 


IT was, like the other, to be taken from the con- 


gregation of Iſrael, and doubtleſs purchaſed with the 
Pablic money. So Chriſt was taken from among his 


brethren, and bought, in ſome ſenſe, for thirty pieces 
ff ſilver out of the public treaſury, that he might be 
wumbered with. tranſgreſſors, and bear the fins of 


I any. : 


Ir was, like the other, preſented: at the door 
of the tabernacle of the congregation, before the 
Lord and all the people. So Chriſt preſented him- 
elf to do his heavenly Father's will before both God 
and the people, when at the-paſſover-ſolemnity he 
ent tp to Jeruſalem, not ignorant of what was to 
de done unto him by Jews and Gentiles, 


Ir was, as the other, choſen by lot, which, 
ough caſt into the lap, is not fortuitous or acciden- 
a, for the diſpoſing is of the Lord. So Jeſus Chriſt was 
leſtinated in the eternal counſels to bear the iniqui- 
ues of his people. He was delivered into his enemies 
bands by the determinate counſel of God, and by 
this ſame counſel, was determined before to be 
done whatever happened unto him, Hence it was that 
ate was deaf to the remonſtrances of his own. con- 
{cience 
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ſcience, in condemning him that was moſt juſt; ay 
hence the people of the Jews preferred a murdery 
to the Lord of life, when they deſired that . 
rabbas ſhould be releaſed, and Chriſt ſhould be en. 
ciſied. 


THe ſacred animal, being thus preſented and co 
ſen of God, the high prieſt was to lay both his hank 
on its head, devoting it by this action to the ſervice 
of God, and tranſlating the fins of Iſrael upon it int 
typical manner, Perhaps it might ſignify, that th 
hand of vindictive juſtice was to lie heavy on th 
Surety of fingers; and it is expreſsly affirmed by th 
prophet, ©* The Lord hath laid on him the iniquiy 
* of us all.“ 


Tnar this was the meaning of the rite, appean 
more evidently from the following one, For in thi 
poſture did the high prieſt confeſs all the fies of hi 
people from whom the goat was taken, Why {houll 
their fins be confeſſed in this manner, if it was not i 
ſignify, that they were in ſome ſort laid upon the hea 
of the innocent victim? It was thus the great Doet 
of God's will was made fin for us, who knew no lit, 
The goat could not be guilty of theſe fins, for it ws 
a brute beaſt, Nor could its Antitype be himſelf 
tranſprefſor of the law, for he was a divine perſt 
Yet both the one and the other did bear the ſins 
many, to which it was, in the nature of things, in. 
poſſible they could be acceſſory in the ſmalleſt degret 
It was not thy ſin, O ſpotleſs Victim, but the ſics of 
thy ele& people, that conſigned thee over to the 
bloody and ſhameful croſs. Theſe were the {ts 
which took hold upon thee, and juſtified thy death, 
« Surely, ſurely, he bore our grieſs, he carried dt 


© ſorrows, and the chaſtiſement of our peace W457 
61 (9 
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on him.” How elſe could his heavenly Father 
zen pleaſed to bruiſe him, for whom it is no more 
ood to puniſh the juſt, than to clear the guilty ? 


Tat devoted creature, thus laden with fin, is by 
he hand of a proper perſon conducted into the wil- 
erneſs. Why ſhould not this wilderneſs be viewed 
an emblem of theſe afflictions to which the Surety 
vas expoſed by the ſins he was charged with? Or 
hall we ſay, it might be a faint intimation, that the 
leſing of atonement ſhould be extended to the world 
f Gentile ſinners, which, in the ſtile of the prophet, 
called the wilderneſs of the people ? Or rather the 
neaning may be, that as the myſtic goat was never 
ore looked after, or heard of, (for probably it 
ould ſoon perith, if not by hunger, at leaſt by wild 
eats) ; ſo Jeſus Chriſt, by his atoning blood, would 
ke away the fin of the world, and remove from 
hem all the iniquities of his ele& people, as far as 
he eaſt is diſtant from the weſt. O condemning law, 
Dou have nothing to lay to their charge, for Chriſt 
dead, Therefore it is God that jultifieth, and 
heir fins and iniquities will he remember no more. 


Wuar thanks ſhall be rendered to that gracious 
Redeemer, who was manifeſted to reſtore that glory 
0 God which he took not away, and to take away 
at fin of man which he did not introduce? Be it 
o, there are, alas! too many to whom this all- im- 
portant truth is of ſmall account, (for ſome deride, 
nd more deſpiſe it); yet to the weary ſoul, to the 
onſcience burdened with guilt, it is grateful and de- 
©10uS as the full flowing ſtream to the hunted hart. 
he happy ſoul to whom the doctrins of atonement 
s manifeſted, he hears upon the matter the voice of 
de great JEHOVYAH ſpeaking to him ia ſuch raviſh- 


ing 
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ing accents; ** I have made thine iniquity to y; 
„ from theez” or, in the words of Nathan tot 
penitent king David,“ The Lord hath taken ay 
* thy fin; thou ſhalt not die.” Who would nab 
conſtrained by this love to put away the evil of thi 
doings from before his eyes, who hath put 20 
the guilt of them from before his face? 


Draw near all ye whole conſciences are burdem 
with the intolerable preſſure of a thouſand agg 
ted iniquities, who are ready to cry, Mine iniqu 
* ties are gone over my head, they are a burden ty 
* heavy to bear,” While ſome, with Cain, go fra 
the preſence of the Lord, and drown their diſmd 
thoughts in the delights of ſenſe, or elſe in the vi 
of bufineſs—whil{t others have no ground of cons 
fort but the general and unatoned mercy of God- 
whilſt a third ſort derive comfort to their trouble 
kearts from their own imperfe& righteouſneſs, ther 
tears of repentance, their ſorrow for what is pak 
and their reſolutions to do better for the future} 
confefs your iniquities over the head of the New 
Teſtament ſcape-goat; for © he who thus eonfeſſet 
&* and forſaketh, ſhall find mercy.” Thus runs tit 
gracious promiſe of the holy One of Iſrael, * By li 
„ knowledge ſhall my righteous ſervant juſtify m# 
* ny: for he ſhall bear their iniquities,” But e 
that deſpiſes this way of peace, ſhall bear his on 
burden, whoſoever he be. 


a « — = _— ' _ ' — 


XI. The ordinance of the red heifer. 


Avixs ſeen the myſtery of the lamb that W 
1 flain, and the goat that was ſent away, N 
come next to the red heifer, whoſe aſhes yy 
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e unclean, did fanctify to the purifying of the fleſh, 
hen deſiled by touching corpſes, graves, and dead 
gens bones: and we ſhall ſee how it ſignified the 
prinkling of Chriſt's blood upon our ſouls, to purge 
ur conſcience from dead works, to ſerve the living 
od, | 23197 | 


E | 

[T was an ordinance which God was pleaſed to in- 
in in a very punctual manner: for the Lord ſpake 
© unto Moſes, and unto Aaron, ſaying, This is the 
© ordinance of the law which the Lord hath com- 
* manded.” Indeed, what hut the authority of God 
ould have reconciled the minds of the ancient church 
o ſuch a burdenſome yoke of ceremonies? There- 
Wore the Hebrew lawgiver takes ſuch particular care 
0 inculcate every where, that he delivered no laws 
nto them which he received not from the Lord. No 
onder that the whole ſyſtem of ceremonial worſhip 
as purely founded on the ſovereign pleaſure of God, 
hen it was intended to ſhadow forth that adorable 
lan of redemption which ariſes from the ſame ſource, 
and is ſtiled in the New Teſtament the my/tery of his 
will, It is this that imparts a venerable air to all 
thoſe rites, which, had they been of human inſtitu- 
tion alone, would have merited contempt and ridi- 
cule. Let us, for one proof of this, obſerve the 
qualities, the ſufferings, and the uſe. of this heifer, 
Theſe we ſhall ſee are capable of being fairly applied 
to Jeſus Chriſt, who gave himſelf for us, that he 
might purify us unto himſelf, a peculiar people, zea- 
lous of good works. 


WHAT then were the qualities required in this 
"ict ? It was a heifer. Perhaps to intimate, that 
in Chriſt Jeſus there is neither male nor female; or 
to lgnify, that he would aſſume our nature, not in 

its 
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its ſtrongeſt ſtate of innocence, but in its enfeebled 
ſtate of fin and miſery ; for he was made in the like. 
neſs of ſinful fleſh, and compaſſed with inſirmity.— 
It was a red heifer, The reaſon of this (ſay the 
Jews) was hid from Solomon himſelf, but is not 
perhaps altogether concealed from the meaneſt belie- 
ver, who knows that his Saviour came from Edom, 
with dyed garments from Bozrah; or that he is clo- 
thed with a veſture dipt in blood, Red is a colour 
of beauty; and he is fairer than the children of men. 
Red is a colour of ſtrength; and he is the one that 
is mighty. Red ts the colour of guilt z and he took 
the {carlet and crimſon coloured robes of our impu- 
ted ſin, that he might clothe us with the robes of his 
imputed righteouſneſs, whiter than wool, purer than 
ſnow. It was a heifer without ſpot and blemiſh, In- 
deed this was required in every victim; and in Chriſt 
the holy One of God it was fulfilled. An unatoned 
God accepts nothing leſs than the moſt abſolute pet. 
fection; an unatoned God was he with whom out 
Saviour had to do. It is therefore eaſy to ſee, that 
any the ſmalleſt ſpot would have entirely difqualified 
him from approaching unto God in an acceptable 
manner, It was a heifer on which never came yoke, 
As man he never came under the yoke of ſin; and as 
God he was not under the yoke of duty, that is, he 
was not obliged to obey the law. If he paid tribute 
to the temple, he was not obliged to do ſo. (For 
even the kings of the earth hold their own children 
free from paying taxes.) But leſt he ſhould offend 
them who were ignorant of his true character, he 
pays the tribute, not with money out of his private 
pechet, but, to ſhew that he was Lord of all, with 
money he commanded a fiſli to bring from the bot- 
tom of the ſea, If he appeared in the form of a ſer- 


vant, it was wholly owing to his yoluntary conde- 
ſcenſion. 
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frenſion, If he expires in agonies on. a croſs, it is 
not becauſe his life is violently taken away by the 
hands of ſinful men, but becauſe he laid it down of 
himſelf, Therefore does his Father love him; 
therefore is his obedience and death ſtrictly merito- 
rious; and becauſe he has done more than 'was his 
duty to do, he is not an unprofitable ſervant. 


WHEN a heifer was found in which theſe quali- 
ties did meet, what was to be done unto her? Firft 
of all, ſhe is brought to Eleazer the prieſt, - Here 
indeed the type is defective; for our high prieſt and 
facrifice are the ſame, Next ſhe is brought without 
the camp; for Chriſt ſuffered without the gate. She 
was killed before his eyes So Chriſt was crucified 
and flain in the moſt public manner. Her fleſh, and 
kin, and blood, were burned in fire, together with 
her dung, So Chriſt ſuffered in the whole man; 
and when he endured-the wrath of God, which is of- 
ten compared to fire, they caſt upon him the dung of 
the moſt virulent reproaches. But what ſhall we ſay 


to the cedar wood, the ſcarlet cloth, and the hyſſop, 


that were thrown alſo into the burning? Perhaps it ne- 
rer was intended by the Holy Ghoſt, that every mi- 
nute circumſtance in that ritual worſhip: ſhould have 
a ſeparate meaning affixed to it. Many uſages were, 
doubtleſs, to be practiſed in the ancient diſpenſa- 
tion, with no other view than to teſtify their abſo- 
lute ſubmiſſion to the divine will. What if we ſhould 
ay, that as the cedar wood, the ſcarlet, and the 
byſop, were the materials of which they made the 
ſprinkler, but firſt theſe very things muſt be thrown 
into the fire; ſo the means and ordinances by which 
the clean water of Chriſt's blood is ſprinkled on our 
fouls, are "themſelves firſt ſantified by his ſuffer- 
gs? Or the ſcarlet cloath might denote the guilt 
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of fn, which was the cauſe of his death. The hyl. 
ſop might ſignify the neceſſity of its being applied un. 
to the conſcience, or of the ſprinkling the blood of 
Jeſus upon our hearts, And the cedar wood, which 
is durable and fragrant, might adumbrate the ſweet 
{arour of his ſufferings, and the perpetcal efficacy of 
his atoning blood. 


Bur when the heifer was thus reduced to ahes, 
are they ſuffered to lie and rot with the common 
earth, or to be ſcattered by the winds? No, they 
were carefully to be gathered up by a clean perſon, 
and depoſited in a clean place without the camp, 
where they are to be kept, in order to make with 
them a purifying water to ſprinkle the unclean, Who 
would have thought the aſhes of a burned heifer wor- 
thy ſuch regard, had he judged only by outward ap- 
pearance? But though ſeemingly vile, they were 
really precious by the divine ordinance. Even fo 
the death and crucifixion of the dying Redeemer, 
though in appearance an event worthy of ſmall re- 
gard, was in reality the moſt memorable tranſaction 
that ever the ſun beheld, © Precious in the ſight of 
* the Lord is the death of his ſaints.” How much 
more the death of his beloved Son? His blood, 
though trodden under foot by many, and by many 
eſteemed as water ſpilt on the ground, is notuith- 
ſtanding the price of our redemption, and infinitely 
more valuable than gold and ſilver, and all corrup- 
tible things. The clean place where the aſe 
were depoſited, was it an emblem of the church, 
where alone the ſacred treaſure of his blood is dif 
penſed? It was without the camp. Perhaps to in. 
timate, that thoſe who were without the common” 
wealth of Iſrael ſhould partake the cleanſing efficacy 


of Chriſt's blood; and that God would put no dif- 
| ference 
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Grence betwixt them and his ancient people, purify- 

ing their hearts by faith, Or ſhall we ſay, that as 
the precious relicts were to be laid in a clean place; 

ſo the myſtery of faith in his blood can only be held 
in a pure conſcience ? The afhes thus preſerved 

were fit for uſe upon every occaſion, as long as they 

hſted, whereas the blood of conimon ſacrifices ſoon 

congealed, and was unfit to be ſprinkled when it 

arew cold. Was not this a ſignificant emblem of 
the everlaſting fitneſs of Chriſt's blood to purge the 

guilty conſcience ? For it is no leſs capable of being 

ſprinkled now, than the moment it was ſhed, being 

always warm, always new and living blood, Let us 

conſider, in few words, the occaſion for keeping 

theſe purifying aſhes, the manner of preparing them, 

the rite by which they were ſprinkled, and the dan- 
zer of ne glecting it, | 


Tus occaſion for the aſhes, was the uncleanneſs 
of the Iſraelites, or ſtrangers that ſojourned among 
them, by reaſon of the neceſſary and voluntary, or 
voluntary and accidental touch of dead corpſes, 
bones, and graves, The touch of theſe defiled them 
legally, and debarred them from acceſs to the ſanc- 
twry of God, But our defilements now ariſe not 
from dead corpſes, but from dead works, the ſins 
ve daily commit. Wretched men that we are, 
* who (hall deliver us from this body of death!“ 
Lea. what elſe are the beſt duties we can perform 
but dead works, if God ſhould enter into judgment? 
Lren theſe need to be buried out of our ſight, and 
covered from the view of impartial juſtice with the 
covering of Immanuel's righteouſneſs. And till we 
ue purged from theſe, we cannot ſerve the living God. 


Tus manner of preparing theſe holy aſhes was to 
O 2 mix 
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mix them with running water in a veſſel, An em- 
blem of that divine Spirit which they that believe on 
Chriſt ſhall infallibly receive, by whoſe inviſible, but 
powerful operation, the blood of Chriſt is made el. 
fectual to purify our hearts. As the aſhes were mix- 
ed with the water in this typical ordinance, ſo the 
blood and Spirit of Chriſt are undivided in their 
working : for they that are juſtified in the name of 
the Lord Jeſus, are waſhed in the ſame name by the 
Spirit of our God; and from them whom he ſprin- 


kles with clean water, he takes away the hard and 


ſtony heart, 


Tus rite of ſprinkling was in this manner. On 
the third day, and on the ſeventh day, after the pol- 
lution was contracted, a clean perſon, dipping a bunch 
of hyſſop in the purifying liquor, was to ſprinkle the 
unclean, And on the evening of the ſeventh day, 
but not before, he was perfectly cleanſed. Let the 
clean perſon be an emblem of the miniſters of the go- 
ſpel, who have the precious treaſure of Chriſt's pu- 
rifying blood and Spirit as it were in earthen veſſcls. 
Thefe ought (at leaſt) to be clean perſons, and an 
example in purity to the believers among whom they 
miniſter, Let the bunch of hyflop repreſent the or- 
Cinances of the goſpel, or ſaith, both which are the 
applying means. The third day was the time of the 


firit ſprinkling. We may here take occaſion to thiak, | 


that on the third day Chriſt roſe again from the 
dead: and here indeed began our purging from 
guilt, for he was raiſed for our juſtification, On the 
ſeventh day, the laſt of a weekly revolution, the pu- 
rification was complete on the evening. Nor will ve 
be perfectly cleanfed from the inherence of moral 
itains till the evening of death, and the commence” 
ment of the eternal Sabbath. Thus ſhall he ſprinkle, 


not a ſmall numbet of Iſraelites, but many nations, 
not 
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ot merely from the impurities of the fleſh, but from 
the pollutions of the conſcience, Though wo are 
lefiled not only with ſmaller tranſgreſſions, but with 
the moſt deadly and abominable iniquities; or, to 
uſe the Old- Teſtament phraſes, though we have not 
only touched, but remained among the graves, and 
lodged in the monuments ;- yet if we come to Jeſus, 
the Mediator of the new covenant, and to the 
blood of ſprinkling, we ſhall be clean through the 
word that he has ſpoken unto us. 


Tus danger of neglecting this-ordinance was no 
iſs than exciſion from the congregation of the Lord. 
Soſhall they periſh as the vileſt part of the creation, who 
ſay, they are not. polluted, when the judgment of un- 
erring wiſdom about all. the children of men, is, 
„They are altogether become ſilthy:“ or who, 
wing away diſdainful from the fountain opened 
for fin and for uncleanneſs, think to. waſh out their 
ſtzins by the nitre and ſoap of their own endeavours ; 
for * God ſhall plunge them into the ditch, and 
"their own cloaths ſhall abbor them.“ 


Our other circumſtance deſerves to be noticed. 
before we leave this ſubject, The very ſame water 
tat ſanAified the unclean, defiled the man who 
tuched or ſprinkled it, though he was clean before. 
Perhaps this might denote the imperfection of theſe 
adows, which never could make them perfect by 
hom they were uſed; or it might intimate, that 
we virtue of dive inſtitutions depends got on the 
perſon that miniſters about them. Or {hall we ſay, 
tat Faith in Chriſt's blood, like this conſecrated wa- 
tr, deſiles them that are clean, by diſcovering more 


& their natural pollution; and cleauſes them that are 
O 3 daſiled. 
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defiled, by ſprinkling their hearts from an evil cor. 
ſcien e? But it is certain the effects of this water 
were not more contrary than theſe of Chriſt himſclf 
as preached in the goſpel, who is to ſome the favour 
of life, and to others the ſavour of death, 


XII. The ordinance of the year of jubile, 


HE inſtitution of the jubile was none of the 

leaſt remarkable regulations in the common- 
wealth of Iſrael, and deſerves our ſpecial attention, 
Beſides the reſt which the land enjoyed every ſeventh, 
it was ordained to reſt alſo every fiftieth year, The 
huſbandman was forbid to ſabdue his field with the 
plough, or to ſcatter his ſeed in the furrows. What 
the earth ſpontaneouſly produced, whether corn or 
vines, might be indifferently uſed by all, and was 
the ſpecial property of the poor inhabitants of 
the land. The God who commanded this, was ful- 
ly able to compenſate the want of harveſt and vin- 
tage, by crowning the year preceding with uncom- 
mon plenty. But beſides the intermiſſion of ſervile 
Jabour in this extraordinary year, it was the will of 
God, that, by its welcome approach, the poor Iſraelite 
ſhould reap great advantages, and enjoy very valuable 
immunities, The inſolvent debtor was delivered 
from his creditor. The hired ſervant regained his 
former liberty, and inheritances reverted to the fa- 
milies to which they originally belonged. The joy 
ful ſound of trumpets announced the commencement 
of this year of liberty; and they were blown on the 
day of atonement, when they were faſting for their 
ſins, and afflicting their ſouls. This was the falt 
which the Lord did | chooſe, to undo heavy burdens, and 


let the oppreſſed go ſrec. In ſhort, it was a time - 
| e 
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the reſtitution of all things in the commonwealth, 
and a remedy againſt the caprice of fortune, or ra- 
ther the inequalities which ſovereign pragidence in- 
troduces among men as to their outward ſtate, 


SEVERAL things might be ſuggeſted, to evince the 
propriety of this regulation, viewed in a civil, as well 
a religious light. It was admirably well calculated to 
promote brotherly love, to prevent the ruin of fami- 
lies, whether by avarice or prodigality, to preſerve 
the diſtinction of tribes, till Meſhas ſhould come, and 
to impreſs upon their hearts a ſenſe of their abſolute 
dependance upon God as their great landlord, whoſe 
property the land was, and with whom they were 
rangers and ſojourners. Therefore it was to be 
| ſold only for a time, and not for ever, 


Bur let us raiſe our thoughts ſtil] higher to the 
year of grace, and day of ſalvation, wherein far 


greater immunities are proclaimed to the human race, 


than were announced to the Iſraelites by the trumpet 
of the jubile. Deteſting the impious imitation of 
this ſacred ordinance in the pretended jubile of Rome, 
let us take occaſion to meditate on that happy ſeaſon, 
which, in alluſion to this very thing, is ſtiled by the 
prophet, the year of God's redeemed, and the accep- 
table year of the Lord. Joyful was the ſound of li- 
berty to the poor Iſraelite who was drowned in debt, 
for which he was obliged to part with his beloved 
freedom, and to ſell the inheritance of his fathers. 
But more joyful is the ſound of liberty to the wretch- 
ed ſinner, who is deep in arrears to the divine juſtice, 
2 miſerable captive of ſin and wrath, and utterly de- 
prived of all inheritance in the heavenly kingdom. 
0 * bleſſed are the people that know this joyful 
* found! They ſhall walk, O Lord, in the bright- 
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** neſs of thy countenance, In thy name ſhall they 


'* rejoice all the day, and in thy righteouſneſs ſhall 
they be exalted.” But a more particular attention 


to what Moſes informs us about this grand feſtival, 


will diſcover unto us the reſemblance betwixt the 


trumpet of the jubile, and the trumpet of the goſpel, . 


'1ofe ſound, far from being confined to Judea alone, 
is gone through all the earth, of which the prophet 


Eſaias, rapt into future times, utters that glorious 


prophecy, which has received its accompliſhment in 
the days of the Meſſiabh: And it ſhall come to paſs, 
that the great trumpet ſhall be blown, and they 


* ſhall come which were ready to periſh in the land 


of Aſſyria, and the outcaſts in the land of Egypt, 
and ſhall worſhip the Lord in the holy mount at je- 
ruſalem.“ 


Tur time when this glad ſignal was given by the 
folemn ſound of trumpets, was the tenth day of the 


ſeventh month, or the day of atonement; a day 


wherein the future cxpiation of the Meſſiah was clear- 
ly exhibited, in the goat that was ſlain, and in the 


goat that was ſent away, and in other ceremonics - 
truly ſignificant and expreſive. A circumſtance this 


greatly to be obſerved. Who ſees not here, that 
our jubile begins in the atonement of Jeſus Chriſt, 
as theirs began on the day in which it was prefigu- 
red? The trumpet that was not ſounded on this day, 
was ſome other then the jubile · trumpet; and the ſer- 
mon that is not built on the doctrine of atonement, 
is ſomething different ſrom the goſpel. O Jeſs, 
were it not for thy bloody death, thy glorious reſur- 
rection, and ſtill more glorious aſcenſion, our ears 
had never heard the poſpel-trumpet's joyful ſound, 
nor of the gifts which thou received ſor men, far 


ſurpaſhng 


a  - a. ® a ' @ . mas 


The ordinante of the year of jubile, 165 


ſurpaſſing the gifts and immunities of this gladſome 
year, 


Tur intermiſſion of toil and labour, ia this Sab- 
batical year, wherein the land was not tilled, and 
the common property which every one had in the 
ſpontaneous productions of the earth, may be conſi- 
dered as an emblem of that bleſſed reſt which is pro- 
claimed in the goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt from the works 
of the law and of the fleſh, and from anxious carking 
cares about the good things of this preſent life, He 
that feeds the ravens without their labour, and 
clothes the lillies without their toil, will certainly 
with-hold no neceſſary thing from the objects of his 


choice regard, The joyful ſound forbids you to aſk 


with painful anxiety, ** What ſhall we eat? what 
* ſhall we drink? and wherewith ſhall we be clo- 
„ thed ?*” Leave him who knows your wants to an- 
ſwer theſe perplexing queſtions, ** Be careful for 
© nothing,” is a chearful note ſent from the goſpel- 
trampet, Hear it, ye happy people who know the 


joyful ſound, and turn your timorous cares into be- 


lizzing confidence, 


Tux cancelling of debts at this happy ſeaſon, may 
well be viewed as an emblem of the forgiveneſs of ſin, 
or that dreadful debt of puniſhm2nt which all the hu- 
man race owe to eternal jultice, the moſt inexorable 
of all creditors. This debt we are born under, and 
ire every day contracting more. It is marked every 
furthing in the book of God's remembrance, and the 
tim: of final reckoning is haſting apace, Miſerable 
they whom that awful day fhal) find without a Sure- 
ty, How can we diſcharge it, who are not able ſo 
much as number it? But theſe are the charming ac- 
cents of the goſpel-jubile, © 1, even I am he that 
© blotteth out your iniquities for mine own ſake, 
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«« and will not remember your ſins.” Diſmiſs your 
fears, ye poor inſolvent debtors; for there is for. 
giveneſs with your great Creditor, and for the ſake 
of his dear Son, he will not enter into judgment 


with you. 


Tus releaſe of ſervants, and delivering from bon. 
dage, is another joyful found of the acceptable year 
of the Lord: a privilege fo much more glorious than 
the liberty of the Iſraelites, as the ſlavery from which 
we are redeemed is more miſerable than the ſervice 
to which they bound themſelves. The goſpel is a 
joyful ſound of liberty from the bondage of God's 
wrath, which we are taugat to dread no more with 
ſervile fear, but with a filial reverence ; from the 
bondage of Satan's tyranny, that we may no more 
be led captive at the will and pleaſure of that wicked 
ſpirit ; from the fear of death, which has ſubje&- 
ed many to bondage all the days of their life. It is 
a. ſound of freedom from the law, not indeed as it is 
a rule of life, (for the obligation to all ſorts of reli- 
gious and civil duties is ſtrongly corroborated by the 
goſpel), but as it is a covenant of works, A ſevere 
and rigorous maſter indeed ! which accepts no work, 
if it is not abſolutely perſect; which never readmits 
into favour thoſe who in the ſmalleſt inſtance have in- 
curred its diſpleaſure, though they ſhould be ever ſo 
ſollicitous to do all in their power to pleaſe it. Eter- 
nal death is the ſmalleſt punihment it will be ſatisfied 
to inflict, and obedience abſolutely perfect the only 
condition of acceptance. They who are under the 
dominion of th's rigid lord, (and ſuch are all the 
race of Adam before the goſpel comes, can neret 


hope to attain everlaſting life, or eſcape everlaſting. 


death; for one fin, though ever ſo ſmall, will do 


them more harm than all their duties, how many ſo- 
ever, 
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ever, can do them good. But we muſt not forget to 
mention how the goſpel is a joyful ſound of liberty 
and freedom from the domineering power of fin, and 
the luſts of our hearts, which, though divers, and 
often contrary, demand full homage, and perfect 
pratification, Betwixt the bondage of the law, and 
the bondage of fin, there is a moſt indiſſoluble relation, 
though one would not think ſo at firſt view, Bur the 
great apoſtle expyeſsly affirms, that ** the ſtrength of 
« ſin is the law, and makes our not being under 
the law, but under grace, a reaſon why ſin ſhall not 
have the dominion over us. Be it ſo, that ſerving di- 
vers luſts and pleaſures is not eſteemed by many as an 
intolerable thraldom, but, on the contrary, they 
think it a ſtate of liberty to be the ſervants of corrup- 
tion, They are not the only madmen who glory in 
their chains, miſtaking them for regal ornaments. A 
moſt unqueſtionable judge of human nature has tanght 
us, that © he who commits fin, is the ſervant of fin.” 
A faint of the ſirſt magnitude affirms, that to ſeek 
God's precepts, is to walk at liberty. And who has 
dot heard the diſmal groans of the bleſſed apoſtle, 
which the body of fin and death extorted from the 
bottom of his heart? O fin, what an imperious lord 
art thou ! and thy ſervice of all others the moſt igno- 
minions, the moſt laborious, and the moſt unprofit- 
able; for „the wages of fin is death.” Bur the 
goſpel- trumpet ſays to the priſoners, ** Go forth, 
and to them in darkneſs, Shew yourſelves ;” and 


when they know the truth, the truth ſhall make 
them free, 


Tus reverſion of inheritances is the laſt thing we 
hall notice. We loſt our ioheritance by the firſt 
mortal tranſgreſſion, and were every day reſigning 
more and more our claim to the divine favour, for 

the 


168 n Typical Things. 6 Book ll. 


the tranſitory pleaſures of fin, We have ſold for 
nought the invaluable treaſures of eternity, and are 
by no means able to redeem what we have ſo fooliſh: 
ly foregone. But theſe are the glad tidings of the 
everlaſting goſpel.” In Jeſus Chriſt, O ye children 
men, you may obtain an inheritance infinitely more 
valuable than what returned to any Iſrachite at the 
year of liberty, an inheritance of exceeding glorious 
riches, incorruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not 
away, reſerved in heaven for you. The blood of 
Chriſt is the price that bought it; the Spirit is the 
earneſt that ſecures it, And when the Redeemer 
comes again, they ſhall perfectly enjoy the purcha. 
ſed poſſeſhon : for ** the Lord knows the days of the 
„ righteous, and their inheritance endureth for e- 
6 ver.” 


HA they who hear by faith the trumpet of the 
goſpel-jubile, in this accepted time, who look into 
the perfect law of liberty, and continue therein, I 
the deciſive hour cf judgment, the trump of God it 
ſelf ſhall not affright; and even in this preſent ſtate, 
they ſhall be brought into the glorious liberty of the 
ſons of God; they ſhall lead them captive whoſe cap 
tives they were, and rule over their oppreſſors. 


XIII. The law of the leper. 


HE law of the leper,' which is delivered 
* the Hebrew lawgiver with conſiderable pro 
lixity, is indeed a portion of ſacred writ we are at 
to ſkim over with a heedleſs glance, ſuppoſing tha 
very little inſtruction can be derived from ſuch ant 
quated uſages as were-to be obſerved about the di 


covery, the ſeparation, and the cleanſing of w 
an 
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ſected Iſraelite. One is apt to wonder at the diſtem- 
per itſelf, which infected not only the bodies of men, 
but their garments and houſes; and to be no leſs 
| ſurpriſed, that the heavenly Majeſty ſhould conde- 
ſcend to give ſuch minute directions about the ſymp- 
toms of the leproſy, and the manner of its cleanſing, 
But when we conſider that every thing almoſt about 
the typical -nation was figurative, their diſeaſes not 
excepted, perhaps we may ceaſe to wonder, and wil- 
liogly acknowledge, that here, as in other ancient 
rites, the body is of Chriſt. 


IT was a cutaneous diſtemper well known to the 
Jews, and, as they ſay, to other nations in thoſe 
parts of the world, Though in itſelf it was only a 
natural evil, it was, however, inflicted oftentimes by 
the immediate hand of the Lord as the puniſhment 


of fin, as in the caſe of Miriam, Gehazi, and king 


Uzziah. That it was always an indication of any 
fagrant guilt, we will not preſume to ſay. But the 
unhappy patient who was ſeized with that hateful 
malady, was by the divine law excluded from the 
chearful ſociety of men, and from acceſs to the ta- 
bernacle of God, till it ſhould pleaſe God to recover 
him, or at leaſt till the ſymptoms of recovery were 
perceived by the prieſt by whom the ſentence was 
pronounced, But let us take a more exact view both 
ct the diſeaſe, and the manner of its purgation, 


Was the Almighty diſpleaſed with the leproſy ? 
was his indignation againſt the poor leper? Nay, 
he deſpiſes no man for the affliction of his body, how- 
erer lothſome. A Lazarus covered with ſores, and 
Job with boils, are the objects of his ſpecial love; 
Vile the moſt wealthy ſinner, that wears the fineſt 
Purple, is a vile perſon in his eyes. Sin is that loth- 
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ſome diſeaſe, and the ſinner that abominable lepet, 
here deſcribed. ** Behold, 1 am vile, I am a ma 
of unclean lips, I abhor myſelf,” is the language 
of the convinced ſoul, An infant wallowing in the 
blood of its nativity, and a ſow wallowing in the 
mire, a dog returning to his yomit, and a ſepulchre 
exhaling the ſtench of a putrefying carcaſe, are not 
greater nuiſances to the ſenſe, than the ſoul that lies 
in fin, to the pure eyes of God. Sin is that abhor- 
red leproſy which ſpreads its dire contagion far.and 
wide, infecting all the duties which the ſinner can 
perform, and all the comforts that he taſtes; for 
to him that is deſiled and unbelieving, is nothing 
de pure.” Beware how you approach the ſociety of 
the wicked, a thouſand times more infectious than 
the company of the filthieſt leper. O my ſoul, be 
not united to their aſſembly that are the workers of 
iniquity, if thou wouldſt keep the commandment of 
thy God, He that was infected with the typical le- 
proſy, was not only in danger of defiling thoſe with 
whom he converſed, but the very garments he wore, 


and the houſe in which he dwelt. But fin has ſub- . 
jected all creatures to the bondage of corruption. li 
Therefore it is revealed, „the elements ſhall melt w. 
„with fervent heat, and all theſe things ſhall be dil- th 
« ſolved;” as the infected garment was burned with Cl 
fire, and the infected houſe demoliſhed from its very be 
foundation, The leper under the law was excluded of 
from the ſociety of men; and when the diſtemper W 
came to a great height, or infected the head, he was by 
to uſe the ſignals of deepeſt mourning, his cloatis 6 
were to be rent, his head bare, and a covering up- 5 
on his upper lip, and as he went, he was to cry, Us: ; 
clean, unclean, But the leproſy of ſin excludes the mi- ; 
ſerable ſoul from all intercourſe with God, communion : 


with angels, fellowſhip with Jeſus, ſociety _—_y 
Pins 
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ſpirits of juſt men, and acceſs to the hedvenly Jeru- 
ſalem, where nothing that is defiled can enter. O 
diſmal ſolitude ! O terrible ſeparation! With what 
tears ſhall it be deplored! What tokens of mourn- 
ing are deep enough to expreſs the melancholy ſtate ! 
And, alas! we ſpeak not of a malady that 1s rarely 
to be found, It is hereditary to all the ſons of A- 
dam without exception; for „ they are altogether 
« become filthy: there is none that doth good, no 
not one. How can he be clean that is born of a 
„woman?“ 


No wonder the prieſt was injoined to proceetl 
with extraordinary caution, in inſpecting the ſymp- 
toms of this hateful diſtemper, when ſo much de- 
pended upon the ſentence he ſhould pronounce, A 
perſon was not to be pronounced unclean on a ſud- 
den, nor upon every ſlight ſymptom of leproſy that 
might have appeared in his fleſh; for the ſuſpected 
Uraclite was to be ſhut up ſeven days, and on the 
ſerenth day to be judged according as the ſymptoms. 
were favourable or malignant. This ſurely was de- 
ſigned to inculcate the extraordinary caution waere- 
with the office-bearers in the church, as well as o- 
thers, ought to try the ſpirits, and ſeparate the pre- 
cious from the vile; and that no man's ſtate ſhould . 
be deemed bad, unleſs there ate moſt evident tokens 
of fin having the dominion over him. Every man 
who had in his ſkin a ſpot,  freckle, or bliſter, was 
not to be judged a leper. Nor muſt we ſay of every 
ln of infirmity; It is not the ſpot of his children; 
* for in many things we offend all.” Again, a man 
Whoſe hair fell off his head or forehead, through the 
decay of nature, or otherwiſe, though he was bald, 
Jet he was not a leper, Nor are they all in a ſtate of 
ln, the vigour of whoſe ſpiritual life 1s much abated, 

E2 and 


ed their cloaths in the blood of Chriſt, and wer 
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and who, "alas ! have left their firſt love. Ves, 
though an Iſraelite was actually ſeized with a lepro- 
ſy, if there were tokens that it was not gaining up. 
on nature, but that nature was expelling it, as ſup- 
poſe the plague was not in fight deeper than the ſkin, 
or if it ſpread not in the ſkin, or if the plague wu 
fomewhat dark, and there were black hairs in the fi. 
fing, or if it covered all the ſkin from head to foot 
whereſoever the prieſt looked; in any of theſe caſe 
he was not pronounced-unclean : for theſe were favyour- 
able ſymptoms that the diſtemper had not infected 
the vitals; that the whole maſs of blood was not 
corrupted; and that nature was ſtill ſtrong, and 
working out the contagion. No more muſt we con- 
clude, that they are all in a bad ſtate, who may take 
up the pitiful complaint of David,“ My loins are 
« filled with a lothſome diſeaſe, and there is 10 
* ſoundneſs in my fleſh.” The leper whoſe plague 
is not in ſight deeper than the fkin, is he whoſe lift 
may indeed be ſtained with ſome external blemiſhes, 
but he fins not with all his heart, which is ſtil] ſound 
in God's ſtatutes, The leper whofe plague fpreas 
not in the ſkin, but was at a ſtay, is he who emer: 
ges from his fall, like David or Peter, by a ſpeed) 
repentance, Their ſin was but a ſcab : they waſt- 


clean, 


Tat leper whoſe plague was ſomewhat dark, 20 
the hairs not turned white, (a ſure ſign of the 
ſtrength of nature), is he who has a principle of lite 
and ſtrength within him, that never can be ſubdued 
by the ſtrongeſt efforts of fin, but ſhall prevail at tbe 
laſt, The leper who was all turned white in ever) 
part from head to foot, (a ſign that the diſtempe! 


was expelled from the vitals to the external Py 
5 


The law of the leper. 173 


and that the cure was as good as wrought), is he 
who has obtained an evangelical conviction of his na- 
tural pollution in heart and life, that © he is alto- 
« gether become filthy; and that in him, that is, in 
« his fleſh, there dwells no good thing,” 


Bur, on the other hand, the bad.ſymptoms were 
ſuch as theſe. If the hair in the plague was turned 
white; if the plague was in fight deeper than the ſkin 


of his fleſh; if there was quick raw fleſh in the ri- 
fog; and if it ſpread. itſelf further and further in the 
ſkin, And the worſt of all kinds was the leproſy in 


the head: The priel[t. ſhall pronounce. him ucterly 
« unclean, his plague-is in his head. He that had 
white and yellow. hair. in the ſore of his leproſy, is 
the ſinner wha has no ſtrength to oppoſe any temp- 
tation, and can make no reſiſtance at all to the luſts 
of his own heart: for white hairs are ſigns of the de- 
bility of nature, and that death is faſt approaching. 
“Gray hairs,” faith the prophet Hoſea, ** are here 


* and there upon him, yet he knoweth it not.“ And 


faith the Lord God in Ezekiel, © How weak is thine 
heart, ſeeing thou doſt all theſe things ?” 


Hz whoſe leproſy was in ſight deeper than the ſkin, 
is an emblem of the fianer- who works wickedneſs 
with full conſent, and from the very bottom of his 
{oul, whoſe tranſgreſſion proclaims, that his heart is 
dot right in the ſight of God, and to whom the words 
of the prophet may be addreffed, © This thy wicked- 


neſs is bitter; it reacheth unto thine heart.“ He 


that had quick raw fleſh in the riſiag of his plague, 
may perhaps denote the ſinner who cannot endure 
to be touched or reprimanded fer his fault, though 
ia the gentleſt manner, This is a dangeroas ſy m p— 
zom indeed! David, this was not thy ipot: © Let 
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&« the righteous ſmite me, it ſhall be a kindneſs, let 
«« him reprove me, it ſhall be an excellent oil, which 
* ſhall not break my head.“ He whoſe plague did 
ſpread in the ſkin, is the ſinner who waxes worſe and 
worſe, and increaſes unto more ungodlineſs. And, 
laſtly, The man whoſe plague was in his head, is the 
ſinner the faults of whoſe life proceed from the er. 
rors of his mind, whoſe underſtanding is debauchel 
by his will, and he is arrived at ſuch a pitch of wick- 
edneſs, as to vindicate himſelf in the gratification 
his luſts, and even to glory in his ſhame. He is u. 
terly unclean, and hardly, very hardly, ſhall his cure 
be ever affected. But the rites of cleanſing demand 
our next attention, 


WHEN it pleaſed God, who ſent this doletul 
plague, to remove it again, the leper was fetched to 
the prieſt, or rather the prieſt unto the leper; and 
when upon a narrow ſcrutiny it appeared the cure 
was really wrought, he was pronounced clean, but 
not without practiſing various purging ceremonies o 
the firſt, the ſeventh, and the eight day, Jelus 
Chriſt is that Prieſt to whom the leprous ſoul 1s 
brought, or rather who hath condeſcended to come 
to us, who could not go to him, becauſe we were pol 
lated in our blood without the camp, aliens from the 
commonwealth of Iſrael. He is come not merely to 
cleanſe them who are already healed, like the legal 
prieſt, but to heal them who without his helping hand 
were abſolutely incurable, The Iſraelite who vi 
brought for cleanſing to the prieſt, was himſelf to 
provide the neceſſary oblations, not without ſone 
colt and toil, But the High Prieſt of good things t 
come demands no ſuch conditions from thoſe who 
come for healing to their ſouls : himſelf has laid 0 


the neceſſary charges, and has by the one _— _ 
IIe 
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himſelf for us for ever perfected all them who are 
ſanctiſied. But let us more narrowly attend to the 
ceremonies of cleanſing, in the order wherein they 
were performed, 


Ox the firſt day of the leper's appearance before 
the prieſt, the prieſt was to take for him two birds 
alive and clean, and cedar wood, and ſcarlet, and hyſ- 
ſop, to make with them a ſprinkling inſtrument. An 
earthen veſſel was filled with running water, over 
which one of the birds was to be killed, and the o- 
ther bird, together with the ſprinkling inſtrument, 
being dipt in the bloody water, the leper was to be 
ſprinkled with it ſeven times, and the bird let looſe 
into the open held. And the leper, though pronoun- 
ced clean by the prieſt, was notwithſtanding to cleanſe 
himſelf till more, by waſhing his cloaths, ſhaving his 
hair, and bathing his whole body. And after that, 
he was permitted to come into the camp; but he was 
to tarry abroad out of his tent ſeven days. Some 
have thought, and perhaps not without ſome reaſon, 
that the materials which were to be procured on this 
occaſion, might be expreſlive of that wholeſome ſtate 
on which the leper was now to enter. Before he was 
in a manner dead, but now reſtored to life, which 
might be ſignified by the living birds. Before he was 
putrefying, and in a ſtate of corruption, but now vi- 
gorous and robuſt, ſignified by the cedar, Before 
he was pale and wan, but now of a lively briſk com- 
plexion, ſignified by the ſcarlet. Before he was nau- 
ſcous to the ſmell, but now cured of his ill ſcent, ſig- 
nited by the hyſſop. But what hinders us to think 
of ſtill greater myſteries, and to lift our thoughts to 
the purging of our ſins by our great High Prieſt ? The 
two birds alive and clean may denote the two natures 
of Jeſus Chriſt, The human nature was put to 

death, 
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death, but the divine nature was incapable of fuffer. 
ing. By the human nature he died for our offences, 
and by the divine nature he roſe again for our juſtiß. 
cation, The ſprinkling inſtrument of cedar, ſcarlet, 
and hyſſop, may ſignify the ordinances of the goſpel, 
by which the bleſſings of Chriſt's death are commu- 


nicated, The running water is the Spirit of Chriſt, 


who is always imparted to the heart when the blood 
is ſprinkled on the conſcience. The earthen veſſel 
is an emblem of the miniſters of Chriſt, who, though 
frail and brittle creatures, and deſpicable in the eye 
of the world, and ſome but of ſmall capacity and ſize, 
are intruſted with this invaluable treaſure of goſpel- 


grace to be diſpenſed unto others. And whereas 


the prieſt was to kill one of the birds, this intimates, 
that “without ſhedding of blood is no remiſſion,” 
He was to dip the living bird in the blood of the 
dead one; this imports, that the blood of Chriſt's 


humanity is, by che hypoſtatical union, the blood of. 


his divinity, or the blood of God, which 1s the very 
thing that renders it the blood of atonement, The 
ſprinkling inſtrument of cedar, ſcarlet, and hyſſop, 
was to be dipt in the ſame blood : for all the ordi- 
nances, and all the means of ſalvation, are ſanctißed 
by the blood of Chriſt alone. In this blood, if we 
may be allowed the expreſhon, muſt miniſters dip 
their ſermons, if they would be profitable to men; 
and in this blood mult Chiiſtians dip their good works, 
if they expect them to be acceptable unto God. The 
ſprinkling the leper ſeven times, ſigniſies that perfect 
cleanneſs which is by the blood of ſprinkling introdu- 
ced into the conſcience, and which the royal peni- 
tent ſo pathetically breathes after, Waſh me, and 
« ] ſhall be clean, ſprinkle me with hyſſop, and [ 
« ſhall be whiter than the ſnow.“ —The diſmiſhon 


of the other bird into the open field, may perhaps 
denote 
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Jenote the reſurrection of the Son of God, or that 
his divine nature was untouched by death. Or as 
the living bird received its liberty when dipt in the 
blood of the dead one; ſo we are made to know the 
power of his reſurrection, by the fellowſhip of his 
ſaferings, and may truly ſay, © Our ſoul is eſcaped 
« 25 a bird out of the ſnare of the fowler.“ The 
leper thus ſprinkled according to the ordinance, 
though pronounced clean by the prieſt, was required 
to thave his hair, and waſh himſelf and his cloaths 
in water, that he might be clean; which was not on- 
y a precaution to prevent relapſe, through any relics 
of the diſtemper lurking in his hair or garments, 
but may alſo point forth to us this momentous truth, 
that our being ſprinkled by our High prieſt with the 
clean water of his blood, does not at all ſuperſede 
the cleanſing ourſelves from all ſilthineſs of the fleſh 
and ſpirit, There is no perſon who partakes this 
glorious privilege, who endeavours not as his duty to 
purify himſelf, to lay aſide all ſuperfluity of naughti- 
neſs, to put off the old man, and to hate even the 
garment {potted with the fleſh, by having no fellow- 
ip with the unfruitfal works of darkneſs. Nor are 
his purifying endeavours to be intermitted, but per- 
liſted in all the days of his life, as the leper was to 
repeat on the ſeventh day, the ceremonies of ſhaving 
and waſhing ; for ſanQification is a gradual and pro- 
greſſirxe work, that ſhall not be completed till the 
week of this mortal life is fulfilled, —-Such were 
the ceremonies of the firſt and of the feventh day. 


Ox the eight day, three lambs were to be fetched 
for a treſpaſs- offering, a ſin- offering, and a burnt of- 
fering, a quantity of fine flour for a meat- offering, 
and one log of oil. If he was not able to afford 
ſuch collly offerings, the Lord accepted ſuch as he 
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was able to get, which are alſo condeſcended upon in 
the law. Theſe ſacrifices being preſented, together 
with the leper, before the Lord, were to be offered in 
the uſual manner. But the blood of thetreſpaſs- offer- 
ing was, by a peculiar ceremony, to be applied to 
the extreme parts of the leper's body, the tip of hi 
right ear, the thumb of his right hand, and the grea 
toe of his right foot, Above the blood the oil was to Che 
be applied in the ſame manner, and the overply 
poured upon his head who was to be cleanſed, Theſe ti 
ſacrifices, without all doubt, had the ſame gener 
meaning as other ſacrifices ; and the peculiar ceremo- 
nies were doubtleſs very fignificant : as if the prielt Wiſſ« 1, 
had ſaid to the leper, ** 1 put this blood and this 

oil on your ear, now you are free to hear the E 
* word of God in any ſynagogue: I put it on your had 
thumb, now you may handle any thing, and not phy 
« defile it: I put them on your toe, now you may me 
*© go where you pleaſe, and men will not avoid your lead 
* ſociety.” But what forbids us to think of (till Vor 
higher myſteries? Theſe particular parts of the bo- N cian 
dy may ſignify the perceptive and executive faculties, Wiſthei 
ia both which we offend, and for both which we need brie 
the great propitiation . Was not this the language Can 
of that ſolemn rite? “ Now you are made clean, Hof! 
let all your faculties and powers be devoted to the {iſgrac 
* ſervice of God. Let your ears be open to the iſt! 
commands of God. Let the works of your hand u 
ebe eſtabliſhed and accepted by him. Let your foot: f. 
« ſteps be ordered in his word,” The oil that wi 

put upon the blood, moſt certainly ſignifies the Holy 

Ghoſt as a Spirit of ſanctiſication. By the blood ot 

his merit, he forgives all our iniquities ; and by the 

oil of his Spirit, he heals all our diſcaſes. By th 


* Hervey, vel. 1. dial. 3. 
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5r{ we are juſtified ; by the ſecond we are ſanctiſied. 
By the one fin ſhall not condemn, to ſuffer the pu- 
ninment it deſerves ; and by the other it ſhall not 
command, to obey the orders it gives. And where- 
as the remnant of the oil in the prieſt's hand, was to 
be poured on his head that was cleanſed ; this moſt 
undoubtedly prefigured the ſhedding of the Holy 
Ghoſt on us abundantly through Jeſus Chriſt our 
Saviour. It is ſaid in one place, Ye have an unc- 
« tion from the holy One; and in another, He 
« who hath anointed us, is God ; who hath alſo ſeal- 
«ed us, and given the earneſt of the Spirit in our 
* heart,” 


How fooliſh a part had that Iſraelite ated, who 
had contented himſelf with making application to the 
phyſician, without having recourſe to the prieſt for 
the cleanſing of his leproſy! Alas! the balm Si- 
lead could not ſupply the place of the ſacrif + d. 
Nor do they act a wiſer part, : who ſeck!k e pirylte 


their leproſy, but not unto Jeſus Chriſt, tte 1H:gph 
Prieſt who ſtands ready with his hyſ{p and 610d, 
Can the rivers of Damaſcus compare with the waters 
of Iſrael? Bring us, O Lord, to the Jordan of thy 
grace for cleanſing theſe leprous ſouls. ** Lord, if 
* thou wilt, thou canſt make us clean. O ſprinkle 


4 . with hyſſop, and we ſhall be whiter than the 
( now,” 


w 


cans of their own legal endeavours {or tho cure Of 
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XIV. The law of the near kinſman, 


T is not for nought, the near kinſman among thy 
Jews, and the Lord himſelf, are alike denominz 

ted in the original language of the Hebrews, Why 
ſhould the name GotL be common to him that ad 
the kinſman's part among the Jews, and to the Gol 
of Iſrael, if there were not a great reſemblance be. 
twixt the kindly offices of the one, and the graciou 
benefits of the other? And the propriety of this ob- 
ſervation will more evidently appear from an induc- 
tion of particulars, For what the earthly Goel, « 
neareſt blood relation was injoined to do for his bro. 
ther under the law, the heavenly Goel, that is, the 
all-gracious Redeemer, hath done in the moſt eminent 
manner for ſinners of the human race under the g- 
ſpel. If an Iſraelite died without children, the Goel 
was to marry his widow to raiſe up ſeed unto his bro- 
ther, that his name might not periſh, If through 
poverty he had ſold away his poſſeſſion, the God 
was to buy back his inheritance. If for the ame 


reaſon, he had ſold himſelf for a ſervant to another WW deat 
man, the Goel was te redeem him from his maſter. he 
And, laſtly, If an Iſraelite was murdered, his Go! ſ*th: 
was to avenge his blood, by bringing the wilful mu-: desc 
derer to ſuffer condign puniſhment, Waving the po ber. 
litical reaſon of theſe laws, we ſhall confine ourſclvs NR 
to their allegorical interpretation: for on all mw 88 
accounts the believer in the promiſed Meſſiah, m © 
ſay of him with Job, „I know my GotL i wr 
veth.“ * bl, 


BLESSED be the Lord who hath not left us U% de 
day without a kinſman, to marry and raiſe up the {9 bour 
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of good works unto our barren nature, Once ſhe 
«as fruitful unto God, before the breach of the firſt 
-ovenant, But now, alas! the image of God ſhe 
wore at firſt is miſerably defaced, her huſband the 
law is become dead and weak through the fleſh, and 
ſhe can bring forth no children unto God, that is, 
can produce no action that bears reſemblance unto 
him, or correſponds to the demands of the law, Sin 
and death, theſe are the only births of corrupt na- 
ture; and we may truly ſay of all men in their un- 
renewed ſtate, © They conceive miſchief, they bring 
© forth falſehood, and their belly prepareth deceit,” 
At beſt they can only ſay, ** We have laboured, we 
« have been in pain, we have brought forth wind.” 
But the loving Kinſman conſented to marry this bar- 
ren nature, by aſſuming a true body and a reaſon- 
able ſoul, its two eſſential parts, into a perſonal u- 
nion with himſelf, and by uniting with himſelf, in a 
myſtical union, a great number of individuals of our 
race, It is true, the match was moſt unequal, and 
huge difficulties were to be ſurmounted before the 
marriage could be ſolemnized, and the bride prepa- 
red for ber huſband. But his love was ſtronger than 
death itſelf, and we are become dead to the law by 
the body of Chriſt, that we might be married to an- 
other huſband, even to him that was raiſed from the 
dead, that the barren woman might keep houſe, and 
become a joyful mother of children. Now that our 
Maker is our Huſband, ſhe that was barren hath born 


ſeren, and the promiſe is accompliſhed, ** Thy wife 


* ſhall be as a fruitful vine by the ſides of thy houſe, 
* her children like olive-plants round about thy ta- 
„ble.“ We may-truly affirm of all the happy ſou!s 
Mat are eſpouſed to the one Huſband, ** Every one 
* beareth twins,” the love of God and his neigh- 
boar, „ and none is barren among them.“ Theſe 
ec children 


- 
ka 
N "4 

, 

: nn 

it 
1 
' 

a ! 
. 
FE 

= 

/ 
| 

Tk 
8: 
9 
1 
FI 
= 
ith 
. 


132 Typical Things. Bock ll 


* children are indeed the heritage of the Lord, a Fr 
ce this fruit of the womb his reward: happy is the 79 
© man that hath his quiver full of them. Here mn * 
J,“ will he ſay in the great day of the Lord, « ar 4 
te the children whom thou haſt given me.“ 4 
8 

BLESSED be the Lord who hath not left us with. A 
out a Kinſman, to redeem the mortgaged inheritane * 
of everlaſting life, which, alas! we ſold away fv 3 
one morſel of forbidden fruit, but are not able u 
buy back again by all the money of our obedience or : 
ſufferings. None of our kin were able to pay the 4 
price. For all men being equally involved in the - 
{ame ruin, none of them could redeem his brother: 8 
and angels, though glorious and perfect creatures, | 
vet needed all their helineſs for themſelves ; and hat 4 
they undertook to pay our debt, they would hare, - 
like the kinſman in Ruth, but marred their own in- E 
heritance. But, lo! what men and angels could 1 
not have done, the Son of God, clothed in fleſh and 5 
blood, hath completely effected. The ranſom va 3 
paid down in the liquid gold of his precious blood, u 5 
the utmoſt farthing of the legal demand. Now hes .. 


ven is a purchaſed poſſeſſion, and by thy poverty ve 
are become rich, O gracious Redeemer, who for out 4 
E.kes becameſt poor, though the ſilver and the g . 
is thine, 


BIrSsSs ED be the Lord who hath not left us with 
out a Kinſman to redeem, not only the inheritance of 
us, but us to the inheritance : for being reduced u 
the moſt abjed poverty by the loſs of original fi- 
teouſneſs, and communion with God, we ſold our 
ſelves, like the prodigal ſon in the parable, to tae 
moſt ſordid ſlavery of the devil, ſold ourſelves 0 BN .. 


wretched ſuſtenance, the huſks that ſwine do ea 
Fred 
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From this inglorious ſervitude we could not by any 
means have extricated ourſelves, except the Kinſman, 
the Redeemer had come to Zion, had taken upon him 
the form of a ſervant, and given himſelf a ranſom 
for all, Such was the hard condition of our reſcue ; 
but in his love and in his pity he redeemed us, who 
nad ſold ourſelves for nought: for“ with the Lord 
« is plenteous redemption, and he will redeem Iſrael 
« from all his iniquities.“ 


BIESSED be the Lord who hath not left us with- 
ut a Kinſman to be the avenger of our blood, when 
the prince of the rebellious angels had maſſacred the 
human race in the loins of their great progenitor. 
That wicked ſpirit, ſtung with fierce reſentment a- 


gainſt the avenging God, and ſtimulated with envy 


againſt innocent and happy man, ſeduced him to fall 
of from his Creator, and to partake of his revolt. 
Thus he was a murderer from the beginning, not on- 
ly of our bodies, which are by his means ſubjected 
unto the firſt death, but of our ſouls, that are na- 
turally dead in treſpaſſes and ſins, and liable to e- 
rerlaſting vengeance, which is the ſecond death. 
The holy and righteous law of God was, ſhall we 
ay, the city of refuge to which he fied, He boaſt- 
ed, “ Shall the prey be taken from the mighty? 
* all the lawful captive be delivered?” For ha- 
ring in ſome ſenſe the power of death, the ſting of 
which was fin, and the ſtrength of fin was the law, 
what mere creature was able to enter into the palace 
of this ſtrong- armed Apollyon, and ſpoil him of his 
armour! Whoever enters on this arduous enter— 


priſe, he muſt be able to unſting death, by ſatisfy» 


ing the law, Here then let us adopt the ſublime 
rapture of the prophet, “ The Lord ſaw it, and it 
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he ſaw that there was no man, and wondered that 
there was no interceſſor: therefore his arm brought 
s ſalvation unto him; and his righteouſneſs it ſuf. 
„ tained: him, For he put on righteouſneſs 282 
e breaſtplate, and an helmet of ſalvation upon hi 
* head; and he put on the garments of vengeance 
„for clothing, and was clad with zeal as with z 
„cloak.“ Or ſhall we uſe the ſtile of the New-Te- 
ſtament apoſtle, when ſpeaking of this very thing? 
Foraſmuch then as the children are partakers df 
*« fleſh and blood, de alſo himſelf likewiſe took pan 
of the ſame, that through death he might deſtroy 
„ him that had the power of death, that is, the de- 
« vil.“ The Redeemer has died, the Redeemer haz 
riſen again, O Satan, where is thy power? O death, 
where is thy ſting ? For though * the ſting of death 
is fin, and though the ſtrength of fin is the lay, 
„ thanks be to God who gives us the victory througl 
© Teſus Chriit our Lord.” The glorious Avenger ol 
our blood has not only puniſhed the murderer, 
(which is all that man can do for his ſlaughtered 
brother), but has reſtored life to the murdered, that 
in their own perſons they may overcome the wicked 
one. Thus has he redeemed their ſoul from decei 
and violence, and precious has their blood been in 
his put, 


XV. The holy natian. e tſracl. 


-F 7 HEN the knowledge of the true God was lc 
among the depenerate nations, the family % 
Abraham was choſen to be the repoſitory of tb 
molt invaluable treaſure. It was promiſed in ſue 
lemn manner to this venerable patriarch, that be 
ſhould have a numerous progeny, and a peculin 
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ſeed, that ſhould become an univerſal bleſſing to the 
world. Ia proceſs of time he was the progenitor of 


2 mighty nation, divided into twelve tribes, who' 


being for a long time the only viſible ſociety where 
God was worſhipped, were diſtinguiſhed from other 
people with very. high appellations and valuable pri- 
vileges. They are ſtiled in the Old Teſtament, “ a 
« pecaliar treaſure, a kingdom of prieſts, and an 
« holy nation, the inheritance,-. the vineyard, the 
e congregation, the tribes of the Lord of hoſts, and 
* his firſt-born ſon.” To them pertaaned the ad- 
option, the glory, the covenants, the giving of 
© the law the ſervice of God, and thc promiſes, 
* Theirs were the fathers, and from them the Meſ- 
* fas himſelf was to ſpring according to the fleſh,” 
This famous nation, after many viciſhtudes of for- 
tune, were at laſt, for the horrid crime of rejecting 
od murdering the Meſſiah, diſinherited by the of- 
ſended God of their fathers, diveſted of all their glo- 
nous privileges, ejected from the land of promiſe, 


aad are become miſerable wanderers among the na- 
tions. 


Wuar ſhall we ſay then to theſe things? Has 
God caſt away his people? Is there no Iſrael now 
to be found, among whom his name is great? Yes; 
mough Iſrael according to the fleſh is no more the 
people of God, till there is a holy nation, a royal 
Prelthood, a peculiar -people, a true circumciſion, 
mat worſhip God in the ſpirit, and have no conſi— 
dence in the fich. The ſinners of the Gentiles, 
Who were once polluted as dogs, ſtupid as ſtores, 
tre now by the power of divine grace become the 
childten of Abraham, and the true Iſrael of God. 
John ſaw the Chriſtian Iſrael ſealed in his myſterious 
bon, of every tribe a ſelect number, And the 
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twelve apoſtles of the Lamb are ſaid, in a prophetic 
ſtile, to fit on twelve thrones, and judge the twelye 
apoſtate tribes of Iſrael, when they became the ſhi. 
ritual fathers of the holy Chriſtian nation, of which 
the Iſrael according to the fleſh was a figure, Let 
us ſee where the reſemblance lies. 


AND, firſt, We might obſerve the ſmallneſs cf 
their beginning. They were once but few in nem: 
ber, the fewelt of all people, as their lawgiver told 
them. Though afterwards they received a prod. 
gious increaſe, they deſcended from twelve men, 
who ſprung from one as good as dead, that was call 
ed being alone, Exaaly ſo, the Gentile church, 
though a great multitude that no man can number, 
are the ſpiritual children of the twelve apoſtles, who 
ſprung from one that was actually dead, though he 
lives for evermore. Though the beginning. of the 
goſpel- church was ſmall, like a grain of ſecd, or 
a little leaven, yet its latter end did greatly i. 
creaſe, 


4 

SECONDLY, The number of their enemies de- 
ſerves our attention, This ancient people were nc 
ver without enemies of one ſort or other, in EgyP! 
in the wilderneſs, and even in Canaan itſelf, Th 
church of Chrilt has always in this ſtate of warfare 
her Egypt, her Amalek, her Edom, her Moab, bet 
Philiſtines, and her Babylon. "this Jaſt being we 
moſt eminent foe of the ancient race of Iſrael, ö 
viewed, in the prophetic bock of the New Teſtament, 
as a figure of the malignant church, or Antichriſtian 
ſtate, the moſt formidable adverſary of ine uy 
church fince the aſcenſion of our Lord. And uu 
the prophetic deſcript.ons of ancient Babylon, b 
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down and wept, are, with the moſt evident proprie- 
ty, applied by the New-Teſtament prophet to that 
powerful, that wealthy, that idolatrous, that per- 
ſecuting church of Rome, that ſits on the many wa- 
iets of kindreds, and nations, and people, and 
tongues, Though, like the ancient Babylon, her 
predecefior and type, ſhe ſhould defy all danger, live 
deliciouſly, and boaſt ſhe is a queen, and no widow, 
and ſhall not know the loſs of children; yet at. the 
appointed time, the cry of her deſtruction, her final, 
her total deſtruction, ſhall be heard: Daughter of 
« Babylon, near to deſtruction, bleſſed thall he be 
that rewards thee, as thou haſt done unto us.“ 


THE eminent deliverances of Ifrael is the next 
thing we ſhall notice. Though they were an afflict- 
ed nation from the beginning, lying among the pots, 
travelling through the floods, traverſing the wilder- 
neſs, weeping by Babel's ſtreams ; yet happy waſt 
„thou, O Iſrael, a people ſaved by the Lord, the 
* ſhizld of thy help, and the ſword of thine excel- 
** Jency,” The houſe of bondage could not detain 
them, the waters of the ſea could not overflow them, 
the wilderneſs could not famiſh them, and Babylon 
could not hold them in captivity. Who knows not, 
tat theſe illaſtrious works of God in behalf of the 
choſen ſeed, are fang in lofty numbers by the inſpi- 
red penmen, in phraſes that deſcribe the common ſal- 
vation, and the redemption of the world from (till 
more dreadful foes? And the illuſtrious perſons, 
who, under God, atchieved the ſeveral reſcues of 
ancient Iſrael, are ſpoke of in the prophets in phra— 
ſes that may be well adapted to the Meſhah himſelf. 


The ſingularity of their Jaws and cuſtoms, which 
vere, by Heaven's appointment, divers from all 
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people, was no doubt intended to adumbrate that 
diſtinguiſhing ſanctity, ſo different from the faſhiors 
of this world, which ought to adorn the holy Chri. 
ſtion nation. The Jews of old were not more rid;. 
culed by their ſcornful neighbours, for the ſeeming 
oddity of their national uſages, than the peculiar 
people of Chriſt have been in every age, for their 
zealous attachment to the divine law, and becauſe 
they were not. conformed to this world, 


Bur a principal thing for which the Jewiſh nation 
was a typical people, is the glorious national privi- 
leges they poſſeſſed, the chief of which we ſhall mer. 
tion. To them belonged the adoption to be God's 
i:r{t-born ſon, or the election to be his peculiar people: 
a privilege that exalted them high above all nations, 
and yet was not conferred upon them becauſe of their 
own worthineſs or excellency, of whatever kind, 
but ſolely becauſe it was the good pleaſure of God ta 
beſtow this glorious dignity upon them. Even ſe 
the election and adoption of the general aſtembly and 
church of the firſt born, whoſe names are Written it 
heaven, ariſes from the {ame ſource, the good pice- 
ſure of his will, and purpoſe in grace, not of works, 
leſt any man ſhould boaſt. To them belonged the 
glorious ſymbols of the divine preſence, as the hol 
templc, the ſacred fire, and the bright cloud of thc 
ſanctuary, though by degrees theſe ihadows vaniſhec, 
as the body approached. What ration was ſo great, 
to have the Lord ſo ncar them in the ville tokens 
of his preſence? None but that holy nation, whoſe 
prerogative it is to behold the glory oi the incarnate 
Word, God manifeſted in the lech. To them be- 
longed. the law or covenant of works, orda:nc- in 
the hand of Moſes as a mediator betwixt God and 
them. So to the Chriſtian church belongs the law 0 
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corenant of works, ordained in the hand of Jeſus 
Chriſt, the Mediator between God and man, Their 
mediator could not fulfil the law for them; they 
brake the covenant, and God regarded them not. 
gut Chriſt hath magnified the law, and made it ho- 
nourable, by a moſt complete ſatisfaction, and meri- 
torious obedience. / To them belonged a civil go- 
rernment, modelled by God himſelf; for their ſtate 
was a theocracy, and the Lord ſaid unto them, 1 
« will be thy king.” FxaQtly ſo, the laws of the 
New-Teſtament kingdom are all enaQed by him that 
kts upon the throne z nor muſt the ordinances of men 
Caim homage from the ſubjects of Jeſus Chriſt, ex- 
cept in ſo far as they comport with his poſitive inſti- 
tations. Jo them belonged the ſervice of God, ac- 
cording to theſe rites which himſelf preſcribed. An 
emblem of that reaſonable and acceptable ſervice 
which appertains to the true church, and which is 
found no where but among the ſocieties of Chriſtian 
worſhippers, To them pertained the promiſes of reſt 
ia Canaan the pleaſant land, and of victory over the 
devoted nations, So to the Chriſtian church belongs 
the promiſe of everlaſting liſe, and final reſt in the 
better heavenly country, to recompenſe their wan- 
derings through the mazy wilderneſs of this world; 
and the promiſe of complete victory over the nations 
of ſpiritual foes, the luſts that war in their earthly 
members: A more glorious honour this than to ſtorm 
a City! as © he that ruleth over his own ſpirit, is 


better than the mighty. This honour have all his 
6 Hints.“ 


Has let us end—adoring the riches of that di- 
ae goodneſs, in bringing nigh, by the blood of his 
dar Son, thoſe that were far off, Gentiles in the 
rcumolion of their geſh, aliens from the com- 
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monwealth of Iſrael—trembling at the ſeverity of gi. 
vine juſtice towards that ſinful nation, who are noy 
as much depreſſed below all other people, as once 
they were exalted above them. Let us recolle& the 
apoſtle's neceſſary admonition : ** Becauſe of unhe. 
lief they were broken off, and by faith we ſand, 
ge not high-minded, but fear,” Happy they who 
are endowed with this noble grace. Such are II. 
raelites indeed, though Abraham be ignorant of 
* them, and Iſrael according to the fleſh acknow- 
* ledge them not. For if we are Chriſt's, then are 
* we Abraham's ſeed, and heirs according to the 
„ promiſe,” 


— 


XVI. The victery over the nations of Canaan, 


EFoRe the tribes of the Lord could poſſeſs their 
goodly heritage, the numerous and mighty na- 
tions that dwelt in Canaan were firſt to be expelled. 
What if for once the eternal Sovereign, and juſt Go- 
vernor of the world, ſhall transfer to a choſen ſeed, 
the property of a land inhabited by guilty wretches, 
and © put into their hand a two-edged ſword, to ex- 
* ecute vengeance upon the Heathen, and puniſh- 
* ments upon the people; to bind their Kings with 
„ chains, and their nobles with fetters of iron; t0 
execute upon them the judgment written :” ſhall 
we therefore preſume to cenſure the Majeſty of hes 
ven as cruel and unjuſt? No: the horrid wicked. 
neſs of theſe nations fully juſtiſied the ſeverity 0 
their doom; and the peremptory command of God 
abſolves the Iſraclites from the charge of barbarit), 
in becoming the executioners of the ſentence. P 
ſome in later ages have, with equal cruelty and it 
juſtice, for Heaven's cauſe, (a horrid pretence : 
A 
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made deſolate the earth, let them not plead this pre- 
cedent: for as ſuch a mandate was never given be- 
fore, ſo ſhall it never be repeated again. But lea- 
ring it to God himſelf to vindicate his ways to man, 
as he is well able to do, we ſhall proceed to notice 
that ſpiritual privilege of the true Iſrael, ſignified by 
this victory over the nations, 


PERHAPS it were not improper to view it as an 
emblem of the conqueſt over the world obtained by 
the firſt preachers and profeſſors of Chriſtianity, un- 
der the banner of the croſs, though not with carnal 
weapons. Though it is very fit that the Antichri- 
ſtian kingdom ſhall be promoted by the horrid me- 
thods of torture, maſſacre, fire, and faggot, the Son 
of man came not to deſtroy mens lives, but to ſave 
them, If the apoſtles of the Lamb had a two-edged 
ſword in their hand, it was the ſword of the Spirit, 
which is the word of God: faith was their ſhield, 
righteouſneſs their breaſtplate, and their helmet was 
the hope of ſalvation, Equipt with this armour of 
light, they ſubdued the nations to the obedience of 
faith: nor could the perſecutor's ſword, the philoſo- 
pher's wiſdom, nor the inveterate cuſtoms of the po- 
pulace, received by tradition from their fathers, re- 
tard the progreſs of their victorious arms, though, 


to the outward eye, they ſeemed bat as graſhoppers 
before theſe formidable ſons of Anak. 


We might alſo here take occaſion to think of that 
dominion which the upright ſhall have in the morn- 
ng of the reſurrection, when the ſaints of the Moſt 
High ſhall fit with Chriſt upon his throne, and, in 
luch manner as is competent unto them, ſhall judge 
the world of wicked men and angels. Even in this 
mMpertet ſtate, the luſtre of divine graces, and 

beautics 
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beauties of holineſs, have commanded reſpe@ and ye. 
neration in the minds of proud and wicked men, 4 
judge has trembled before a priſoner, and a fox hx i 
feared a lamb. Theſe are preludes of that final ſu- 0 
periority of the righteous in the deciſive hour of judy. 
ment, when the evil ſhall bow before the good, and 
be aſhamed for their envy at the people they deſi. 
ſed. 


Bur chiefly the Canaanites we muſt endeavour to 
extirpate, are the luſts that war in our members, 
that war againſt the ſoul. Againſt theſe inward foes 
muſt we lift the hand of violence, if we mean to take 
the kingdom of heaven. Iſraelites indeed, here 
point your revenge, here bend your indignation! 
To pity theſe is the higheſt cruelty to yourſelves, 
and to make any league with them is to be overcome, 
To mingle with theſe nations, was fatal to Iſrael of 
old; they were forbid to ſeek their peace or their 
wealth for ever: but if they ſhould cleave to the 
remnant of theſe nations, on whatever pretence, 
* know for certain, that the Lord your God will no 
more drive them out, but they ſhall be ſnares and 
s traps unto you, ſcourges in your ſides, and thorrs 
* in your eyes, and ſhall vex you in the good land 
c wherein ye dwell.” Such grieving thorns are un— 
mortified corruptions in our hearts: and if we con- 
ſult our peace and ſafety, it will be our conſtant work 
to weaken their power by all poſſible means, Bit 
to attempt a reconciliation of holineſs and fin, t0 
mediate peace between theſe contrary principles, 
to entail upon ourſelves a ſource of perpetual dif 
quietude. | 


Tur Canaanitiſh nations were not only the firſt in- 


habitants of the country, but greater in — 
40 
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and mightier in power than Iſrael their conqueror. 
in the holy war, the fin that dwells in the ſoul, 
.. the ſirſt poſſeſſor, and mightier than the principle 
of grace received. Thanks to its omnipotent Ally, 
that iniquity prevails not againſt it, even to a total 
jitory. Let none be deterred from fighting the 
good fight of faith againſt theſe inward enemies, 
though perhaps ſome branches of the body of fin may 
ſeem ſo vivacious, as even to gather new life by their 
foils; may ſeem to have intrenched themſelves ſo 
deeply in the conſtitution of the ſoul, and to derive 
ſo many advantages from outward circumſtances in 
life, that to expel them is equally impoſſible as for 
the Iſraelites to drive out thoſe Canaanites who had 
chariots of iron. Under the divine conduct of Jeſus 
Chriſt, our true Joſhua, we ſhall ſet our feet upon 
the necks of theſe dreaded foes. Take unto you 
the whole armour of God, and remove every accur- 
ſed thing from the midſt of thee, O Iſrael, and the 
Lord thy God will drive out theſe nations before 
thee by little and little. Their defence is already 
departed from them, ſince the law, the ſtrength of 
in, is perfectly fulfilled, and ſtript of its condemn- 
ing power. A time, a happy time will come, when 
0 Jebuſite ſhall dwell in the land, when no latent 
corruption ſhall infeſt thy ſoul, and there ſhall be no 
pricking briar, nor any grieving thorn to the houſe 
o Lirae] : for it is the gracious promiſe of the Cap- 
an of our ſalvation, ** He that overcometh, and 
keepeth my words unto the end, to him will ! give 
power over the nations, and he ſhall rule them 
with a rod of iron, as the veſſels of a potter ſhall 
they be broken to ſhivers.” 
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XVII. The allegory of Hagar and Sarah, 


S we are informed by the great apoſtle of the 
Gentiles, that the private hiſtory of Abrz 
ham's family was a preſage of the events that hap- 
pened to his poſterity, we ſhall glance it a little. 
This faithful patriarch had received the promiſe of 
ſeed, in whom all nations ſhould be blefſed. But the 
accompliſhment was long delayed, his wife proved 
barren, old age was ſtealing on apace, and there ſeem- 
ed no human probability that Sarah ſhould hare 
fon. She ought, however, to have believed hin 
faithful who had promiſed, and fully able to per- 
form what he had ſaid. She ſhould not have deviſed 
unlawful means of helping the promiſe to bring forth, 
but patiently expected God's time of viſitation, which 
is always the beſt, But it was otherwiſe : for in the 
ardour of impatience ſhe urges Abraham her huſband 
to marry her bond-maid, fondly imagining that this 
{tratagem might compenſate her own barrenneſs, and 
forward the birth of the promiſed ſeed. Whatever hu- 
mility and ſelf-denial this good woman may be ſup- 
poſed to have acted, in making ſuch a propoſal, it 
cannot certainly be vindicated from the charge of be- 
ing in itſelf immoral, and contrary to the original 
dictates of the law of nature: for though polygamy 
was ordinarily practiſed in the primitive ages of the 
world, and even in the patriarchal families who pro 
feſſed the true religion, it is neither to be excuſed 
nor imitated, There is no ground to think that God 
approved, though he tolerated the cuſtom of havin; 
more wives than one. From the beginning it was 0 
ſo. And indeed the family-broils, which the {cri} 


ture frequently mentions, as occaſioned by this pft 
tice/ 
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tice, is a ſufficient confirmation of its manifeſt incon- 
renience. Of this we have a lively inſtance in the 
preſent caſe : for no ſooner is this unlawful overture 
of Sarah complied with by her huſband, by taking 
Hagar into his bed, than the inſolent and diſreſpect- 
ful carriage of the bond-maid, when ſhe ſaw that ſhe 
had conceived, raiſed ſuch variance in the family, 
that at laſt ſhe is obliged to run away from the re- 
ſentment of her injured miſtreſs. But returning and 
bumbling herſelf, a peace was again patched up for 
2 time. She bears Iſhmael, Abraham's firſt-born 
ſon. But this was not the child of the promiſe. 
There was nothing extraordinary about his birth, 
which was, to uſe the phraſe of the apoſtle, n/ter the 
feſo. The happy ſeed, that ſhould become a bleſſ- 
ing to the world, muſt be born in lawful wedlock, 
not of a bond-maid, but of a free woman. And, 
Sarah, why did you doubt if the power of God was 
able to make the barren woman a joyful mother ? 
How abſurd is it for any to haſten providence ? Give 
it time, and it will do all things well. For when, 
in proceſs of time, Abraham's body is as dead as Sa- 
rah's womb, lo, Iſaac. is conceived and born, Iſaac 


brought forth, to the great joy of his parents, a ſon 
of their old age. By this time Iſhmael is become a 
youth, and arrived at years of ſome diſcretion ; but 
he walks rather 1n the ſteps of his mother than of his 
father, and is ſo daring as to mock at his younger 
brother, at his weaning feaſt. Though one would 
be willing to excuſe this behaviour, as proceeding 
only from puerile levity, the ſeyerity of the puniſh- 
ment inflicted for this fault, ſeems to evince, that 
tuere was a great mixture of impicty in this inſult— 
ng carriage, and that the promiſe itſelf was the chief 
taipg he derided. It could not fail to be very irri— 
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the promiſed ſeed, Ifaac the long-expeRed child is 
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fating to Sarah, to obſerve how ill her kindneſs t) 
Hagar was requited by the undutiful deportment d 
her ſon; and when ſhe urged their preſent diſmiſſon 
from the family, Abraham was not over ready to 
comply with this requeſt, becauſe of the affection he 
bore to Iſhmael ; and he hoped that the paſhon of hi 
wifes though juſt, would ſoon ſubſide. But the mo- 
tion of Sarah, „Caſt out the bond-woman, and her 
*« ſon, for the ſon of the bond-woman ſhall not be 
„heir with my fon, even with Iſaac,” is backet 
with a mandate from God himſelf, And according- 
ly the father of the Jewiſh nation, which is very re- 
markable, difcards from his family his eldeſt fon, 
who was equally circumciſed with Iſaac, never, 2 
would ſeem, to return again. And this was done 
by the poſitive command of God himſelf, with a ſpe- 
cial view to prefigure the future rejection of a great 
part of Abraham's natural poſterity, that were only 
deſcended from him according to the fleſh, 


THAT this was the ſecret deſign of Providence in 
this memorable ſtory, might been conjectured from 
the narrative of Moſes. But we are not allowed ſo 
much as to doubt of it by that infallible expoſitor of 
the law, Paul the apoſtle of Jeſus Chriſt, who dil 
courſing on this very ſubject to the revolted Galatian 
cherches, expreſsly ſays, „Which things are an ale 
** legory, for theſe (women) ars the two covenants. 
According to this apoſtle, Hagar, with her ſon, va 
ſecretly deſigned to repreſent the covenant that pre: 
ſcribes our own obedience as the meritorious cond 
tion of juſtification and life; a repreſentation of 
which covenant was exhibited at mount Sinai in 4. 
rabia, and it alſo anſwers to Jeruſalem that now is 
and is in bondage With her children, that is, to the 
preſent apoſtate church of the Jews, who * 
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be juſtified by the works of the Jaw, and all who 
imitate their example, Upon the other hand, Sarah 
the free woman, With Iſaac her ſon, is an emblem of 
the covenant that directs to look for ſalvation only 
by the righteouſneſs of a middle perſon, without the 
works of the law; which- covenant was publiſhed 
from mount Zion, and anſwers to Jeruſalem above, 
or the true church, whether of Jews or Gentiles, 
that is free from the legal yoke, and is the mother 
of us all, if we believe. Let us purſue this beautiful 


marked out, 


AxD, firſt, It may be ſaid, that as Sarah the free 
woman was before Hagar, ſo the promiſe was before 
the law, and the covenant of grace antecedent unto 
the covenant of works. Not to ſpeak of the federal 
tranſaction betwixt the Father and the Son, which 
the ſcripture frequently mentions as commencing from 
all everlaſting, the promiſe, or revelation of this e- 
ternal covenant, was exhibited to the church long 
before the Sinai · diſpenſation. 


AGAIN, as Sarah was the miſtreſs, and Hagar the 
maid; ſo the goſpel is the miſtreſs to which the law 
was ſubſervient. If Hagar had kept her ſtation, with- 
but departing from that ſubordination ſhe owed to 
sarah, ſhe might then been of ſingular uſe in the pa- 
trlarch's family, inſtead of raiſing theſe broils and 
animoſities which were afterwards occaſioned by her. 
For a ſervant bearing rule, is one of Solomon's un— 
icemly things; and among other things which the 
earth cannot bear, and for which it is diſquieted, 
be mentions an odious woman when ſhe is married, 
and a handmaid that is heir to her miſtreſs, So if 
lc legal coyenant be kept in its own room anc. place, 
R 3 me 
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ſhe may greatly ſerve the covenant of grace; ſhe may 
be remarkably uſeful to convince of fin, and to es- 
dear a Saviour: for © the law,” as the apoſtle a. 
firms, ©* is good, if a man uſe it lawfully,” But i 
this dond-maid the law aſſume the ſole dominion, 
and rival her miſtreſs, to whom ſhe ſhould humble 
herſelf, that is, if ſhe takes upon her to juſtify and 
fave, ſhe then works wrath, and is fatally pernicious, 
And this the event proved. 


Hac Ax is taken (unſeemly as it was) into the het 
of Sarah. This ſeems to have prefigured, that the 
law ſhould be taken into the room of the goſpel: 
for as Abraham, after he was married to the free. 
woman, turned aſide to the bond-maid ; ſo his po- 
ſterity, after they received the promiſe, from whenc: 
alone they ſhould have looked for juſtification, and 
everlaſting life, turned aſide to the law, which wa 
added for other ends, and expected from the lay 
that which the promiſe only can confer, Whoever 
they be, whether of the Jewiſh or Chriſtian denomi- 
nation, that depend upon their own righteouſne!s 
either as the ſole or partial cauſe of their ſalvation, 
they are guilty of the ſame fault in the myſtery, that 
Abraham was in the letter, when he permitted Hi 
gar to aſcend the bed of her miſtreſs. 


Trovcn Sarah was Tong barren, Hagar is not. 
The birth of Iſhmael is not near ſo difficult as tht 
birth of Iſaac. It is a far eaſier matter for the lan 
to gender children unto bondage, than for the pro- 
miſe to bring forth children unto liberty. Jeruls 
lem above, or the true goſpel- church, labours 1. 


deed to bring forth ſpiritual children: but, ab! hoh. 


few are the children of this ſree- woman, to the valt 


ſuoals of legal profeſſors who deſire to be * * 
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law! The moſt eminent preachers of the goſpel 
have had ground of complaining, ** Lord, who hath 
believed our report!“ and that they laboured in 
rain, and ſpent their ſtrength in vain, and for nought. 
But as the womb of Sarah was at laſt opened, after 
it had been long ſhut; ſo of the goſpel-church her 
antitype the prophet cries, “ Sing, O barren, thou 
« that didſt not bear, break forth into ſinging, and 


cry aloud, thou that didſt not travel with child: 


„for more are the children of the deſolate than the 
« children of the married wife, ſaith the Lord.“ 


Tu inſolent behaviour of Iſhmael], the ſon of the 
bond-maid, when he mocked the child of promiſe, 
who was nobler than himſelf, is an emblem of the 
perſecuting ſpirit of ſelf-juſticiaries againſt the true 
believers in all ages: for as he who was born after 
the fleſh, perſecuted him who was born after the Spi- 
rit, even ſo it is now. Witneſs the enmity of the 
Jews againſt the ſpreading of the goſpel. Witneſs 
the Papiſts bloody rage. Witneſs, ye flames that re- 
duced to aſhes the bodies of ſo many noble martyrs. 
Yea, and all that will live godly in Chriſt Jeſus, muſt 


be content, in one ſhape or another, to ſuffer per- 
ſecution. 


LasTLY, The ſentence of excluſion from Abta- 
ham's family pronounced by the ſcripture againſt the 
bond-woman and her ſon, was a ſure preſage of the 
Irrevocable doom of all the children of the law, 
tough, like the circumciſed, but mocking Iſhmael, 
they are born in the church, and wear the profeſſ- 


or's badge. Abraham,” ſays the ſcripture, © roſe 


early in the morning, took bread, and a bottle of 
- Vater, and gave it unto Hagar and the child, and 
«« (ent 
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„ ſent her away, and ſhe departed, and wandere 
e in the wilderneſs of Beerſheba,” Even ſo the car. 
nal Jews, though Abraham's natural ſeed, are noy 
caſt out from the church, and wander through th: 
world. And all who remain under the law, and ar: 
not, as Iſaac was, the children of the promiſe, ſhall 
be in like manner caſt out from the preſence of God, 
and excluded from the heavenly inheritance, 


BOOK 


BOOK TRHIR B. 


Typical Places. 


I. The law of the cities of refuge, 


O inſpire the minds of the Iſraelites with the 
1 greater horror at the dreadful fin of murder, 
it pleaſed God, their Judge and Lawgiver, not only 
to appoint that the murderer ſhould be put to death, 
but to permit the avenger of blood, or the near kinſ- 
man, to kill with impunity from men the unfortu- 
nate manſlayer, who, without malice or defign, was 
the inſtrument of taking away the life of his neigh- 
bour, But to counterbalance this permiſſion, and to 
protect an unhappy man from the eſſects of raſh re- 
ſentment, it pleaſed the ſame good God to appoint 
| cities of refuge in his commonwealth, to which the 
manilayer might fly as his ſanctuary from the aven- 
ger. Theſe cities were ſix in number; three in the 
land of Canaan, and three on the other ſide of Jordan, 
They belonged to the tr;be of Levi, The roads to 
them were prepared by authority, And that no- 
ting might retard the flight of the hapleſs manſlayer, 
to whom every moment was Precious, they ſay, that 
tne breadth of the road was thirty-two cubits; that 
vacre there happened to be water, it was laid over 
with a bridge; and that, at the croſs ways, the in- 
ſeription of Refuge, Refuge, directed where to bend 
lis courſe. In the city of refuge he was ſupplied 
with all nec eſſary accommodations, and his life once 
more was protected by the laws of the realm. He 
28 not, however, to venture without the precincts 
of the hoſpitable town for if the avenger of blood 

ſhould 
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« ſent her away, and ſhe departed, and wandered 
in the wilderneſs of Beerſhebgz,” Even ſo the car. 
pal Jews, though Abraham's natural ſeed, are now 
caſt out from the church, and wander through the 
world. And all who remain under the law, and are 
not, as Iſaac was, the children of the promiſe, ſhall 
be in like manner caſt out from the preſence of God, 
and excluded from the heavenly inheritance, 


BOOK THiIiR . 


Typical Places, 


I. The law of the cities of refuge, 


O inſpire the minds of the Iſraelites with the 
4: greater horror at the dreadful fin of murder, 
it pleaſed God, their Judge and Lawgiver, not only 
to appoint that the murderer ſhould be put to death, 
but to permit the avenger of blood, or the near kinſ- 
man, to kill with impunity from men the unfortu- 
nate manſlayer, who, without malice or deſign, was 
the inſtrument of taking away the life of his neigh- 
bour, But to counterbalance this permiſſion, and to 
protect an unhappy man from the effects of raſh re- 
ſentment, it pleaſed the ſame good God to appoint 
cities of refuge in his commonwealth, to which the 
manſlayer might fly as his ſanQuary from the aven- 
ger. Theſe cities were ſix in number; three in the 
land of Canaan, and three on the other fide of Jordan, 
They belonged to the tr;be of Levi, The roads to 
them were prepared by authority, And that no- 
tang might retard the flight of the hapleſs manſlayer, 
to whom every moment was precious, they ſay, that 
the breadth of the road was thirty-two cubits ; that 
Where there happened to be water, it was laid over 
with a bridge; and that, at the croſs ways, the in- 
(cription of Reſuge, Reſuge, directed where to bend 
ts courſe. In the city of refuge he was ſupplied 
vith all nec eſſary accommodations, and his life once 
more was protected by the laws of the realm. He 
nas not, however, to venture without the precincts 
of the hoſpitable town; for if the avenger of blood 

ſhould 
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very being is ſtruck at by the commiſſion of every 
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ſhould find and kill him, he would not been puniſhed 
as a murderer for doing it. The death of the high 
prieſt was the firſt thing that releaſed him from his 
conſinement, and left him at liberty to go where. 
ever he pleaſed. Even fo, by the death of the great | 
High Prieſt, the guilty finner is reſcued from bon- | 
dage and confinement, into the glorious liberty of | 
the ſons of God, | 


Bur what we :ntend chiefly to notice here, is the 
reſemblance betwixt the flight of the manſlayer to 
the cities of refuge, and of the ſinner to Jeſus Chril t 
as the hope ſet before him, And perhaps it will g: 


pear very probable, that the method of our ſalta. , 
tion was typiſied by this Moſaic law; at leaſt that p 
here is no contemptible allegory, . 

LET the manſlayer be an emblem of the puilty K 
ſinner, who, by violating the precept ct the holy il © 
law, butchers his own ſoul, murders his neighbour, t 
and, in ſome manner, aſſaſſinates God himſelf, whoſe : 


ſin. 


LET the averger of blood denote the inexorable 
juſtice of an angry God, whoſe wrath it is alike im- 
poſſible to ſhun or to endure the dreadful curſe of 
the condemning law, whoſe quiver is filled with the 
arrows of every divine threatening ;—the invenom- 
ed ſling of a reſentful conſcience, which, infixed it 
the ſoul, can make it a terror to itſelf, and all a. 
round ;—or death, the grizly king of terrors, the 
cniverſal deſtroyer of the nations, through fear 0! 
whom many are held in bondage all their lifetime. 


Yea, what creature is not ready, at the lighteſt in 
timation 
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timation of the divine will, to ſtart up an avenger of 
its Creator's quarrel againſt the obnoxious criminal? 


LeT the cities of refuge repreſent the glorious 
Immanuel, and his blefſed mediation. Theſe cities 
pertained to the promiſed land, and were to be found 
no where elſe, So the ſalvation of Jeſus Chriſt is 
exhibited in the church : Upon mount Zion there 
« ſhall be deliverance; and God is known in her pa- 
« Jaces for a refuge.” They belonged to the prieſt- 
ly tribe, And the prieſtly office of the Redeemer is 
that branch of his character which affords the moſt 
immediate relief to the ſin burdened ſoul. They 
were ſix in number, and ſcattered through the terri- 
tories of Iſrael at convenient diſtances,, that where- 
erer the misfortune ſhould happen, the manſlayer 
might not have far to go to one or other of them. 
May not this put us in mind, that our Redeemer 1s 
a preſent help in trouble? to find whom we need nei- 
ther climb up into heaven, nor dive into the bottom 
of the ſea; for the word is nigh unto us. And in 
this word the great JEHovaAn brings near his righ- 
teouſneſs and his ſalvation, The patency and plain- 
neſs of the roads that led to theſe cities of protection, 
may occaſion our reflecting on much the ſame thing. 
Guilty, condemned, trembling ſinner, ſee how thy 
city of refuge expands her gates! how the ſtumbling- 
dlocks are removed! how the way is prepared! how 
the law is ſatisfied, juſtice atoned, and God reconci- 
ld! how the wayfaring man, though a fool, needs 
dot err in the way of holineſs! Nothing, nothing 
ought to retard thy preſent flight unto the hope ſet 
before thee, or hinder thy preſent truſting in Chriſt 
tor everlaſting ſalvation from fin, and its dreadful 
conſequences. 

Bur 
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Bur who is he that thus flies for reſuge to Jeſus ] 
Chriſt from the inexorable juſtice of an angry God, 
and from the dreadful curſe of a condemning law! 


If the manſlayer had not been conſcious of the deed, as 
and apprehenſive of the kinſman's reſentment on that m 
account, he would not have judged it neceſſary to ly 
ſave himſelf by flight. And if he could have pa 
thought of a better expedient to inſure his ſafety, he © 

e 


would not have fled to a city where he muſt long re- 
main a priſoner, and in exile, But neceſſity, hard 
neceſhty, drove him to it as his only ſanctuary. Even 
ſo the refugee who flies to Jeſus Chriſt from the a- 
venging wrath of God, is a perſon in whoſe heart is 
wrought a conviction of his guilt, an apprehenſion 
of his danger} and a deſpair of every other refuge, 
Formerly he had a very favourable opinion of him- 
ſelf, and his convictions of moral guilt were ſo gene- 
ral and moderate, as to fit eaſy upon his mind, with- 
out wounding his reſt. He thought it no difficult 
matter to elude the divine threatenings, and imagi- 
ned himſelf ſecure, becauſe he was thoughtleſs of 
danger. The ſecrecy of fin, the example of the 
multitude, the hope of long life, the diſtance of the 
day of judgment, the preſumption of God's mercy, 
his privileges and reputation as a member of the 
church; theſe, and ſuch like things, he fled unto as 
a ſanctuary from his melancholy thoughts. Or per- 
haps he ſtilled the enemy and avenger of an accu- 
ſing conſcience, with buſineſs, with tecreations, with 
ſenſual indulgences. But now a dreadful ſound of 
vengeance is in his ears. He ſees the heinous guill 
of his iniquities—hears with Adam the voice © 
God—knows not where to hide his guilty heac— 
looks on his right hand, and beholds, but there 1s 
no ſheſter; all refuge fails him, and no man cares 


for his ſoul, The method of ſalyation by Cariſt un. 
folds 
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Ms unto his view. * This is the way, walk ye it 
« it,” ſays the voice from heaven; and, “ Turn to 
« this ſtrong- hold, thou priſoner of hope.“ And 
x the man who flies for his life from a purſuing ene- 
my will caſt away from him any thing, however va- 
luable, that would cumber and detain him; ſo he 
parts at once both with his ſins and with his own 
righteouſneſſes 3 and what things were gain to him, 
he counts them loſs, that he may win Chriſt, and be 
found in him. He cries unto him, and ſays, 0 
« Lord, thou art my refuge : attend unto my cry, 
« for I am brought very low: deliver me from my 
« perſecutors, for they are ſtronger than I,” 


Ir was not only required of the manſlayer, that he 
honld fly to the city of refuge for once; but he was 
to remain there till the death of the high prieſt, Nor 
$it ſuſhcient to believe is Chriſt for once, without 
hiding in him as our ſure defence. Our High Prieſt 
terer dies, therefore ſhould we abide in our refuge 
for ever : „for in returning and reſt ſhall we be ſa— 
"ved, in quietneſs and in confidence ſhall be our 


e ſirength.““ 
i. 


Tut protection afforded to all, both Jews and 
Gentiles, (for there was no difference), who fled to 
hee cities of refuge, is no deſpicable repreſentation 
ab the ability in Jeſus Chriſt to ſave to che uttermoſt 
that come unto God by him. Soon as the 
wretched manſlayer reached the wiſhed town, where 
ie was legally ſecure of life, and where (they ſay) 
eo weapons were allowed to be made or ſold, he 
wid talk with the avenger, without turning pale 
2% before his throbbing heart beat high with the 
„pulse of fear, while he thought that every man 
et would fNlay him, Even ſo the miſerable ſin- 
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ner, who has obtained a diſcovery of his guilt, and 
been haraſſed perhaps for ſome conſiderable time with 
a fearful looking for of judgment, his ſoul drayy 
nigh unto the grave, and his life to the deſtroyers: 
the moment he finds his reſt in Chriſt, by believing 
in him for life and ſalvation, he can fit and anſwer 
all his accuſers, and talk with every enemy and 2. 
venger. © O enemy, deſtructions are come to a per- 
e petual end, Who ſhall lay any thing to the charge 
* of God's elet? It is God that juſtifieth: it is 
*© Chriſt that died.“ Produce yout charge, O lay; 
and death, where is thy ſting ? 


Ws ſhall, laſtly, Obſerve the ſuperior excellency 
of our New Teſtament refuge to theſe ancient cities 
of protection. In all things he has the pre-eminence, 
None were to be finally privileged in theſe cities but 
the manſlayer ; who was not indeed guilty of any 
crime, but rather ill-fated and unhappy. If the vil. 
ful murderer had fled to any of them, or even to 
God's altar, he was to be dragged from thence to 
ſaffer condign puniſhment. But none were ere 
dragged from Jeſus Chriſt, who fled unto him by 
faith, to return again into condemnation, hove- 
ver atrocious their crimes, however flagrant their 
guilt, Here murderers, adulterers, blaſphemers, 
perſecutors, and the moſt execrable miſcreants that 
ever the ſun beheld, have been for ever delivered 
from their Judge. Theſe ancient towns defended 
only the natural life from the avenger's ſword, which 
was to be, however, ſoon paid as a debt to nature. 
But if Jeſus Chriſt is our refuge, he will reſcue s 
from everlaſting vengeance; he will give unto us e- 
ternal life, and we ſhall never periſh. The reft- 


gees in the old cities of refuge were indeed ſecured 


in their lives by the laws of the land, But the 2 
mile 
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miſe of God that cannot lie, and the oath of God 
which cannot be recalled, are two immutable things, 
by which their eternal happineſs is ſecured, who have 
fled for refuge to lay hold on the hope ſet before 
them, Happy believer, thy conſolation is ſtrong in- 
deed, ſtronger than the afflictions of life, ſtronger 


than the fear of death, and ſtronger than the terror 


of judgment. Why ſhouldſt thou not diſmiſs thy 
feats, when thy never-ending ſafety from the moſt 
dreadful dangers is ſo amply ſecured, that God him- 
elf, for whom it is impoſſible to lie, would (O blaſ- 
phemous thought!) be perjured, ſhould thou ever 
come into condemnation, ** The eternal God is thy 


« refuge, a very preſent help in trouble, though the 


« earth be removed, and though the mountains be 
« carried into the midſt of the ſea, though the wa- 
ters thereof roar and be troubled,” 


II. The tabernacle in the wilderneſs, . 


derneſs, by the ſpecial appointment of the God 
of Iſrael, was the firſt religious ſtructure in which 
the eternal Majeſty vouchſafed to dwell on the earth, 
It was a ſort of portable temple, and not unſitly e- 


ſeemed the centre of the ceremonial worſhip, The 


materials of it were collected by the voluntary con- 
tnbutions of the children of Iſrael, ' who, upon this 
occaſion, offered ſo liberally, that Moſes found it 
neceſſary to. ſtop them by a new proclamation. The 
pattern of it was minutely deſcribed to Moſes in the 
mount by God himſelf, who ordered him to be very 
exact in executing the heavenly plan. Two famous 
atiſts, whoſe names were Bezalcel and Aholiab, 
*ere inſpired by the Spirit of God with moſt exqui- 

C2: lite 


HE tabernacle which Moſes made in the wil- 
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fire and maſterly ſcill, to finiſh the holy fabric, and 
its utenſils, according to the divine plan. If you are 
curious to know the conſtruction of this ſacred tent, 
you may take this ſhort deſcription of it. 


FiRs r of all, there was a ſpacious court, a hun- 
dred cabits long, and fifty broad. It was hung 
round with curtains of fine twined linen, that were 
faſtened with filver hooks to pillars with ſockets of 
braſs filleted with filver, The gate by which you 
entered to this wide area, was a hanging of twenty 
cubits, of blue, parple, and ſcarlet, and fine twined 
linen, wrought with ncedle-work, and ſuſpended by 
tour pillars. This outward court the whole nation 
might enter on their ſolemn ſeſtivals, as it is ſaid, 
Enter into his gates with thankſgiving, and into 
* his courts with praiſe.” Here, under the open 
icy, ſtood the altar of burnt offering, ard the bra- 
zen laver. 


Wirzis the circumference of this wide and open 
court was the tabernacle itfelf, into which none but 
the tribe of Levi were allowed to enter, to accom- 
pl.ſh the ſervice of God, It was a cloſe tent, twen- 
ty cubirs long, ten cubits broad, and its height e- 
qual to its breadth, It was conſtrued of boards of 
Shittim wood of regular dimenſions, running into one 
another. Theſe boards were ſupported beneath 


with ſockets of ſilver, and corroborated behind with 


bars of the ſame wood overlaid with gold, and falt- 


ened by golden rings through. which they paſſed. Do 


you als, what was the root of this magnificent tent! 
Firſt, it was covered with ten curtains of equal mea- 
ſare, of fine twined linen, and blue, and purple, 
and ſcarlet, embroidered with cherubims, and cou- 


pied with loops of blue, and taches of gold. Thea 
it 
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it was covered with eleven curtains of goats hair, 
lung together by taches of braſs. Next it was co- 
vered with rams ſkins dyed red. And above all, 
there was 2 covering of badgers ſkins, to protect the 
tabernacle and its coverings from the injuries of the 


weather. 


Bur though theſe boards and curtains, thus join- 
ed together, made but one tabernacle, this one ta- 
bernacle was divided into two apartments. The 
firſt was called the holy place, into which you enter- 
ed through a vail. or hanging of blue purple, and 
ſcarlet, and fine twined linen, curiouſly embroider- 
ed, ſupported with five pillars of Shittim wood, 0- 
rerlaid with gold, and their. baſes of braſs, and ſaſt- 
ened with golden hooks. Here ſtood the golden ta- 
ble, the golden candleſtick, and the golden altar. 
The ſecond was called ihe moſt holy place, into which 
the high prieſt, and none but he, did enter once in 
the year, through a ſecond vail, of the ſame mate- 
nals with the firſt, broidered with cherubims, and 
iatened by golden taches to four pillais of Shittim 
wood, overlaid with gold, and their baſes of ſilver. 
in this ſecret chamber of the Deity. were repoſited 
the moſt ſacred ſymbols of the divine preſence. Here 
was the ark of the covenant, covered by the mercy- 
bat, and over it the cherubims of glory, between 
which JE#ovAan himſelf was. ſaid. to dwell, Here 
vas the golden pot that had manna, and the mita- 
culous rod of Aaron that budded. And here the: p— 
pearance of the glory of the Lord is ſuppoſed to have 
ided, and been ſeen on ſpecial occaſions. 


dven was the ſtructure of this holy tent, which 
Was bu:lt in the taſte of Heaven, reared up by the 
aſpiratzon of the Holy Ghoſt, and conſecrated by 
S 3 Moles, 
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Mofes. And we mull not forget this one thing, that: 
it Was a moveable pavilion, and therefore ſo -contri- 
ved as to be eaſily taken down, and ſet up again, 
YVhile the peculiar people ſojoarned in the wilder- 
neſs, the tabernacle ſhared the ſame fate, being 
tranſported from place to place by the miniſtry of 
the Levites. When they poſſeſſed the promiſed 
land, at firit it reſted in Gilgal, afterwards in Shi- 
loh, in the days of Saul it ſeems to have been in Nob, 
and when Solomon began to reigrP over Iſrael it was 
pitched at Gibeon, But at the laſt it was altogether 
fuperſeded by the magnificent temple built by that 
glorious monarch ; and probably the coſtly materials 


of it were lodged among the ſacred treaſures of the 
houſe of the Lord, 


WuarT ſhall we then ſay to theſe things? Did the 
high and lofty One, whoſe dwelling is not with Beth, 
who reſides not in temples made with hands, did he 
ſtaad in the leaſt nced of this moveable habitation! 
Glorious as it was, can we reaſonably think it to have 
been a meet apartment for the Deity, or at all ade- 
quate to the inconccivably glorious, immenſe, and e- 
ternal Spirit? Mhat a contemptible idea of the true 
God would ſuch a ſappoſition inſpire into the mind? 
Away with ſuch a groveling thought, ſo unworthy ct | 
God, and ſhocking to reaſon herſelf ! But if we fap- 
roſe that theſe holy places made with hands were f- 
gures of heaven, of Chriſt, and of the church, and 
exhioited as ſuch to the believing Iſraelites, then 
doubtleſs we will be reconciled to that very particu— 
lar regard the high God was pleaſed to ſhew to the 
worldly ſanQuary. Then we ſhall be able to ac: 
count for that ardent affection the ancient believers 
confeſſel on all cccaſions to the tabernacles of the 
Lord of hoſts, Thea it will not appear abſurd, 

the 


* 
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' the ſame God who ſpent but ſix days in creating the 
univerſal frame of nature, ſhould ſpend no leſs than 
forty in preſcribing the little frame of the tabernacle, 
And that theſe holy places made with hands, were 
{-ures of heaven, of Chriſt, and of the church, we 


are now to declare. 


FizsT then, The tabernacle of Moſes was a fi- 
cure of heaven itſelf, that glorious high throne from 
the beginning. For this interpretation we have the 
expreſs words of an inſpired peaman of the New Te- 
ſtameat, who ſpeaking of our great High Prieſt, 
plaicly declares, that © he is not entered into the 
„holy places made with hands, which are the fi- 
'* oures of the true, but into heaven itſelf, now to 
appear in the preſence of God for us.” Perhaps 
we ſhould not err, though we ſhould think, that as 
the Jewiſh high prieſt went through the outward 
court, and paſſed through the holy place into the ho- 
Left of all; ſo Jeſus Chriſt, when he aſcended on 
high, paſſed through the ſirſt heaven of clouds, and 
the ſecond heaven of ſtars, into the third heaven of 
er gels. But though the moſt holy place was by it- 
\:!*alone the moſt eminent figure of the heavenly 
laactuary, this hinders not to regard the whole fa- 
br:c as an emblem of the ſame blitsful manſion Was 
te tabergacle of Moſes divided into ſeveral parts? 
We know him that ſaid, “ In my Father's houſe are 
* many manſions” Was it a place of great ſplen- 
dor and magniſicence even to the eye? Glorious 
thiags are ſpoken of thee, O city of the living 
Cod.“ Was it the dwelling of Jrxovan, where 
the viible tokens of his preſence were ſeen? In the 
hezrenly manſions he unveils the brightneſs of his 
gory to all che ſaints around him. Did pricſts al- 
Keys olliclate there? The ſaints in light are both 
kings 
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kings and prieſts unto God. Were the curtains broi- 
dered with cherubims? In the celeftial abodes are 


the innumerable company of angels. Was it reple- 
niſhed with all neceſſary furniture and proviſion? 
In heaven is the. true light, and the living bread, 
fulneſs of joy, and pleaſures for evermore, Did the 
voice of praiſe continually reſound in the earthly ta- 


bernacle? The eternal regions are for ever filled 


with loud hoſannas. Was holineſs and legal puri- 
ty required in all who trode the venerable courts of 
God's ancient dwelling- place? Nothing that is defi- 
led can enter the heavenly Jeruſalem. And, laſtly, 
As the tabernacle was ſprinkled with blood by the 
Jewiſh high prieſt, when be penetrated its innermol! 
receſſes once in the year, with the names of all the 
tribes in graven on his heart. Even ſo the blood of 
Jeſus Chriſt has conſecrated that high and holy place, 
that ſinners of the human kind might not be for ever 
excluded from dwelling in the beatific preſence of 
JeHovan. When the everlaſting gates of heaven 
were by fin barred for ever againſt us, the blood of 
Chriſt was the key that opened them again ; and the 
believers in his atoning blood may enter into heaven 
itſelf with greater boldneſs than the high prieſt when 
he went into the nolieſt of all, than the Levites when 
they officiated in the holy place, or than the people 
when they approached the outward court, 


A SECOND thing which the tabernacle of Moſes 
did moſt undoubtedly repreſent, was the perſon and 
future incarnation of the Meſſias himſelf, who was 
made fleſh in the appointed time, and tabernacled a- 
mong us, and who ſpake of his own body when he 
ſaid to the Jews, ** Deſtroy this temple, and I wil 
„ raiſe it up in three days.“ Was the tabernacle a 


work of heavenly architecture? The human neture 
O1 
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ef our Lord was prepared by his heavenly Father, 
and curiouſly wrought, by the operation of the Holy 
Ghoſt, in the lower parts of the earth, Was it the 
habiration of the Deity? * In him dwells all the 
„ fulneſs of the Godhead bodily,” Was it anointed 
with holy oil? The moſt holy humanity of our Lord 
was anointed with the Spirit, which God gave not 
by meaſure unto him, Was it imbelliſhed with a 
variety of ornaments? He was adorned with every 
dirine grace, Was it taken down by the Levites, 
and removed from place to place, till at laſt it was 
conreyed to Jeruſalem, where it remained in the tem- 
ple? The human nature of our Lord was diſſolved by 
death, reared up again by his reſurrection, and, 
laſtly, tranſlated into the heavenly temple, which 
ma contain him to the time of the reſtitution of all 
tlings, Was the tabernacle the place where God 
met with Ifracl? Here he communed with them; 
here they preſented'their gifts, and flew their ſacri- 
bees, and even prayed with their faces towards it, 
tzoaph at the remoteſt diitance, It is eaſy to ſee 
here a lively figure of the one Mediator between God 
and man. In Chriſt alone we have a clear revela- 
tioa of the divine will; and by him mult we preſent 
gur ſpiritual ſacrifices, and do in his name whatſoe- 
ver we do, whether in word or deed. We ſhall on- 
add, that as there were two apartments, the ho- 
ly and the moſt holy place, which made, however, 
but one tabernacle : ſo in Chriſt there is a human na- 
ture, ſignified by the holy place, and divine nature, 
preſented by the holieſt of all; yet theſe two na- 
ties are myſteriouſly united in one perſon, 


Tar third and laſt thing prefigured by the taber- 
2CC is the church, that holy ſociety and myſtical 
so of Jeſus Chriſt, which, in ſcripture ſtile, is the 
houſe 
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houſe and temple of the living God, in which he 
dwells and walks. We ſhall enumerate ſome of the 
moſt glaring parallels between them. The taber- 
nacle was planned by the wiſdom of God himſelf, 
who condeſcended to adjuſt the minuteſt particulars, 
as the loops, the taches, and the pins, and peremp- 
torily required, that all things ſhould be done ac- 
cording to the original pattern, And who knows | 
not, that all things in the goſpel- church are planned 
by the ſame unerring wiſdom, and how much the 0 
ſovereign Architect has teſtified his diſpleaſure in eve- n 

in 

k 


ry age againſt the inventions of men in things per- 
taining to God? „ All that I command you, that 
* ſhall ye do; ye ſhall not add, ye ſhall not dimi- T 


4e niſh,” This is the law, this is the prophets, and Wi 
this is the doctrine of Chriſt and his apoſtles. The bet 
tabernacle was executed by the inſpiration of the ba 
Holy Ghoſt, who reſted on Bezaleel and Aholiab, tte 
to fit them for this ſervice, without whom they ef. 
were no more capable of it than other men, It WI in 
was the ſame. Spirit that deſcended on the bleſſ- Wi ror 
ed apoſtles, the wiſe maſter-builders of the go- WM "ib 
ſpel-church, without which they could not been bro 
qualified for their honourable work. Yea, it is bor 
the Holy Ghoſt who, by his common gifts, makes il * 
ordinary miniſters workmen that need not be aſha- th 
med. The tabernacle was compoſed of very Life. "vi 
rent materials, as gold, filver, wood, braſs, ſcarlet, pre 
blue and purple cloath, fine linen, rams ſkins, bad bent, 


gers ſkins, and goats hair : yet all theſe differen; 
materials, combined by the workman's ſkill, condu 
ced each in their kind to the beauty and perfeQion 
of the ſtructure; and the gold could not ſay. to thi 
braſs, nor the ſcarlet to the goats hair, „ have n 
© need of you.” 80 in the ſpiritual houſe, the mai 
terials. of which it is compoſed, that is, the behevem 
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in Chriſt Jeſus, are men of divers nations, different 
ſtations in life, unlike natural tempers, unequal gifts 
and graces, and various miniſtries; yet being fitly 


they grow into an holy temple in the Lord. The 
ſymmetry of the ancient tabernacle, the nice con- 
junction of the boards by mortiſes and bars, and of 
the curtaing by loops and taches, was not ſo delight- 
ful to the eye of the body, as it is pleaſant to the eye 
of the mind, to ſee brethren dwelling together in u- 
nity, perfectly joined together in the ſame mind, and« 
in the ſame Jadgment, and carefully endeavouring to 
keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 


with fine twined linen, with blue, Purple, and ſcar. 
let, with rams ſkins dyed red, with goats hair, with 


from the heat of God's anger, and from all worldly 
nibulations, under the rich, the ſtrong, and the 
road purple covering of Immanuel's righteouſneſs ? 
for © the Lord is their keeper : the Lord is their 
"ſhade on their right hand: the ſun ſhall not ſmite 
them by day, nor the moon by night: the Lord 
vill preſerve them from all evil, the Lord will 
preſerve their ſoul,” The tabernacle Was orna- 
dented with gold and flver, and curious embroide- 


le beauty of the 80Ipel-ſanQuary does not fo much 
ike the eye of ſenſe, that look; at the outward ap- 
France. as it is obvious to the ſpiritual ſight, that 
als at unſeen things. Would you diſcern the true 
ny of the ſpouſe of Jeſus Chriſt, look not at her 


. face, 


216 Typical Places. Book II. 


face, becauſe the ſin hath looked upon her: but the 
King's daughter is all glorious within. The taber. 
nacle was anointed with oil when Moſes conſecrated 
it; and the church have an unction from the holy 
One, _ The tabernacle was divided into ſeveral par- 
titions. The outward court might denote the viſible 
church; the holy place is an emblem of the church | 
inviſible; and the holieſt of all repreſents the church | 
triumphant in glory, to which none are admitted but n 
the royal prieſthood, By baptiſm we enter into the | 
firſt, by regeneration into the ſecond, and by death Ml b 
into the third. O death, it is thine to pull aſide the u 
vail of mortality that interpoſes between the holy and b 
the moſt holy place. Happy they who enter by faith, Nu 
and not by a viſible profeſſion only, into his ſanQua- 
ry which he has ſanctiſied for evermore. For as 
there was no poſſibility of coming at the holieſt of 
all, but by paſſing through the holy place; even ſo 
it is impoſſible, if we are.not now partakers of his 
holineſs, to be hereafter ſharers of his glory, 


III. The ten ple of Solomon. 


HE ſecond and laſt material habitation of Ix- 
nova was the temple of Solomon, which 
that magnificent monarch reared upon the hill Mo- 
riah in Jeruſalem, the metropolis of his kingdom, 
to the honour of the God of Iſrael. The plan of it 
was dictated by the Spirit unto his father David, who } 
was prohibited from executing it himſelf, becauſe of 
the bloody wars he had waged in the courſe of his | 
life. The workmen were partly Iſraelites, and part” Wn 
ly Gentiles of Tyre. The materials were the belt WM i: b 
trees, the moſt precious metals, and large bevl 8 


ſtones, prepared and fiited ſor one another before 
they 
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they were laid upon the foundation, that the noiſe of 
axes and hammers might not be heard as the build- 
ing roſe *. The ſtructure itſelf was ſixty cubits Jong, 
wenty bonded; and thirty cubits high, and, like the 
tabernacle, conſiſted of two apartments, the holy, 
and the moit holy place, or oracle. You entered 
this temple on the eaſt by a ſtately porch, which was 
higher than the edifice nſelf by ninety cubits, and 
may be conſidered as the ſteeple of that ſacred pa- 
lace, The length of this porch was equal to the 
breadth of the principal houſe, and the breadth was 
the half of that length. Here ſtood the two famous 
brazen pillars, whoſe names were Fachin and Boaz, 
that is, ſtability and ſtrength; though they were 
placed there not for the ſupport, but for the orna- 
ment of the houſe. Two open courts ſurrounded 
the whole fabric, and {ide- chambers were built round 
about againſt the wall. A row of narrow windows 
that loped within, illuminated the dome. The 
irength and beauty of God's ſanctuary were the 
main things that diſtinguiſhed this finiſhed piece of 
achiteure : for the dimenſions were far from be- 
ug wide, but it was-ſupported by a ſtrong founda- 
ton of large and coſtly ſtones, and ornamented with - 
nin the moſt ſplendid manner, with planks of ce- 
ar, plates of gold, glittering diamonds, and figures 
al palm trees and cherubims. This was that holy 
ad beautiful houſe which the Chaldeans were per- 
titted to demoliſh for the firſt time, and the Ro- 
dans for the ſecond time, a thouſand years after the 
= foundation was laid. Seventeen hundred years 
ne now elapſed ſince the final deſolation of this ſo- 
ern temple, which never more ſhall riſe beneath 
de bu:!der's hand: for it is the will of God, that in 
24 Kings vi. 7. 


T 
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every place, and not in Jeruſalem alone, he ſhould he 
worſhipped in ſpirit and in truth. 


As the temple of Solomon was built for the ſame 
end with the tabernacle of Moſes, without all doubt 
the typical meaning of the one and the other was al. 
ſo the ſame. Was the tabernacle a figure of hea- 
ven, of Chriſt, and of the church? So alſo was the 
temple, It was a figure of heaven, the glorious ha- 
bitation of God and angels, where the righteous. 
flouriſh like the palm-trees that were carved on the 
walls, —ſerve him continually like the prieſts that 
entered into the ſanctuary, —and go no more out, be- 
ing eſtabliſhed for ever like the pillars that graced 
the porch of that holy place. And as the ſtones 
which Solomon uſed were all hewn and prepared be- 
fore they were brought there; ſo all the ſtones of 
the celeſtial houſe, or the members of the trium- 
phant church, are afore prepared unto glory, Now 
is the time when their natural roughneſs and aſperi- 
ty is taken away by the ſkilful operation of the di- 
vine Spirit, and the various afflictions of this life, 
which exerciſe them in this vale of tears, that they may 
reſt for ever and ever in the calm regions of everlaſting 
peace, where no jarring ſound is heard, any more 
than there was of axes and hammers in the building 
of the temple. It was alſo a figure of the humanity 
of the Meſſiah, who ſpake of the temple of his body, 


when he ſaid, © Deſtroy this temple, and in three | 


„days I will raiſe it up.” But, without reſuming 
what has been already hinted on this head, let us 
only further obſerve, that the temple was, equally 
as the tabernacle, a figure of that holy ſociety the 
church, which 1s his body, whether we conſider the 


plan, the materials, the workmen, or the building | 


itſelf. 


Tu 
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Taz plan of the temple was deſigned by God no 
Teſs than that of the tabernacle. Nor could any wiſ- 
dom inferior to divine, have adjuſted the model of 
the ſpiritual houſe, which the angels themſelves ad- 
mire, The materials were prepared, and the ſtones 
fitted to one another, before they were compatted 
together, that noiſy tools were wholly unneceſſary as 
the building aroſe, An expreſſive emblem this cf 
that peaceful harmony which ought to reign among 
the builders of the church as they carry on this holy 
work, and which would be eaſily attained, if nore 
but pol:thed lively ſtones, or perſons duly qualified, 
were admitted to become a part of the fabric. The 
workmen were Gentiles of Tyre, as well as ifraclites, 
Was not this a prelude of the future vocation of the 
Gentiles, that even the ſons of the ſtrangers, and 
thoſe that were afar off, ſhould bear a part in build- 
mg the walls of the goſpel-church ? 


CyitzrLy let us conſider the building itſelf, It 
was ſupported by a ſtrong foundation, What ſhould 
this be in the antitype but Jeſus Chriſt, the founda- 
tion which God hath laid in Zion, on which «ll the 
apoitles and prophets have built themſclves and o— 
thers from the beginning of the world, and to which 
alone the chureli is indebted for that unſhaken ſtabi- 
tr which Jaughs at all oppoſition? It was illumi— 
nated with many windows. For the church is a 
t:hifome houſe, in which the true light hines. It 
vas ſurrounded with ſide-chambers. Emblems per- 
laps of the different viſible churches which belong 
o the ſame univerſal body. It was adorned with 
201 and cedar, and its very floor was crulted with 
tne molt precious metal, This may remind us of 
ine invifible glory of the church, where the mcanet 
dice ig honourable, and the meanelt member excci— 
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lent, It was graved with cherubims and palm: trees. 
This may denote the miniſtry of angels in the church 
and the eternal verdure of all that are planted in the 
houſe of the Lord, It was fronted with pillars, - 
Though il, alas! did they anſwer their name, 
here was their ſtability, where was their ſtrengch, 
when the Chaldeans carried them away ? But though 
the pillars of heaven tremble, the pillats of the church 
ſhall ſtand, and thus the gracious promiſe runs to e- 
very the meaneſt behever ; © Him that overcometh, 
„ will make him a pillar in the temple of my God, 
and he ſhall go no more out.“ It was inhabited 
by the Deity, and a houſe of prayer for all people, 
So in the church are the viſible tokens of the divine 
preſence, and holineſs becomes it for ever. It Was 
repleniſhed with coſtly furniture. And in Chriſt Je- 
ſus the goſpel-church really poſſeſſes all the holy u- 
| tenſils of the ancient temple. But this mult be more 
largely declared. 


—— — 


Fixs r, The erdinance of tie art and mercy-ſeat. 


| 

| HeRE ſhould we begin in enumerating the ho- 5 

| ly utenſils and furniture of the tabernacle and * 
temple, but with the ſacred cheſt, commonly call- 2 
ed the ark, ſometimes the ark of his ſtrength, the 4 
ark of the covenant, the ark of the teſtimony, and A 
the ark whoſe name is called by the name e the Gd P 
of Iſrael? Well may we eſteem it the heart of the 4 


worldly ſanctuary. It was the firlt holy implement 10 
the inſpired artiſt Bezaleel formed, and reſided in MI . 
the moſt venerable apartment of the holy places made 
with hands. Its dimenſ ons were ſmall, but its ma- 
terials were rich and magnificent. It was made cf . 


the beſt cedar cr Shittim wood, and overlaid with 
pur? 
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pure gold both within and without, It was edged 
round with a border or coronet, and covered above 
with a lid of the ſame precious metal, called he 
mere). ſcat. For the convenience of carriage from 
place to place, 4n the ambulatory ſtate of their com- 
monwealth; there were faſtened to its four corners 
ſo many golden rings, into which they put ſtaves of 
Shittim wood, overlaid with gold, that were never 
taken out, but ſuffered to remain even after the ark 
relted in the temple, and ceaſed to be a burden to 
the ſhoulders of the Levites. Within this ſplendid 
cheſl were depoſited the two tables-of ſtone that were 
beyed by Moſes, after the firſt were broken, and 
inſcribed with the finger of God, Before it (as is 
moſt probable). were laid up the miraculous bread, 
that was preſerved in a pot, and the miraculous rod 
of Aaron, that bloſſomed and brought forth fruit, 
The firlt was. à ſtanding memorial of the choice te- 
rard of Heaven to the whole nation of Ifrael; and 
the laſt was a perpetual ſign of his favou e the prieſt - 
ly tribe of Levi, and family of Aaron. Above it 
two cherubims of beaten gold, ariſing out of the tuo 
ends of the mercy-ſeat, and looking towards it and 
one another, ſtretched out their wings. Beſides 
meſe ſmall cherubims, there were other two of gi— 
gantic ſtature, which Solomon reared up in the moſt 
„ay place of the temple. But their preciſe ſhape is 
perhaps impoſſible for as, at this diſtance of time, 
certainly to be defined. This was that venerable 
VHenſil which it was death to touch or look into, un- 
els by the perſons appointed ſor that purpoſe. The 
widen fate of Uzzah, and the ſevere correctien of 
he men of Bethſhemiſh, are dreadful inſtances of 1's 
ace. When Iſrael marched through the wil— 
"nels, the ark is ſaid to have gone before, and ex- 
Fele a place of reſt for the congregation. . The 
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partcd wave of Jordan, and the fa [Ning walls of Jeri- 
cho, confeiled its power. Once it was a priſoner in 
a Heathen temple; but, Paleſtine, ſhort was your 
victory, {mall was your cauſe of triumph. Soon 
were the proud enemies obliged to refund their ſpoil, 
and Dagon could neither defend himſelf nor his wor- 
ſhippers from perpetual infamy. Once it bleſſed the 
houte of Obed-ecom, But at laſt, after many remo- 
vais, the ſplendid temple of Solomon received it for 
ſeveral ages; Where, as is molt likely, it periſhed in 
the common rain of that holy and beautiful houſe, 
But the ſubject of our preſent inquiry is the myſtic 
f1pnification of that ſacred inſtrument, for the recep- 
tion of which both the tavernacle was reared up, and 
the temple built. 


Axp, firit, it was a viſible repreſentation of the 
tzrone of JEHOVAH, the King of Iſracl, whoſe royal 
palace was the temple. The law in the midit of the 
ark, on Which he fat, ſigniſied the equity of his go- 
vernment, or that juitice and judgment are the ha- 
vitation of his throne, The cherubims at both encs 
of the mercy feat. were doubtleſs emblematicat f- 
lefed elect angels that furround his 
rone, ard fly ſwiltiy to execute his high com- 
21d of which they were framed, may 
ani the parity of their eſſence. The number two, 
ray perha 4 5 de note th: Q > pe rfec harmony ard nid itual 
love of the ingumerable company of angels. Thc 

ofition of their faces towards each other, may ia- 
timace the ſame thing. The adoring attitude of 
their bodies, ma 7 reprefent the profound renetaticn 
they lave for their cternal Sovereign. And their 


7 7 1 > 

gying noſture, (for their wings were e: :rapnded, a 
4 % 

x 


teuched end another), did ſurely indicate the ex pe- 
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ditious alacrity with which they fulfil the heavenly 
commiſlions. 


IT was alſo a repoſitory for the tables of the law, 
which were the in{trument of that folemn covenant 
made betwixt God and that peculiar people, (an em- 
blem of the covenant of Adam); and hence it was a 

erpetual pledge of the divine favour and protection 

to their nation, if they fulfilled their obligations to 
the King of heaven; aud a witneſs againſt them, if 
they ſhould prove unfaithful. The gold and cedar 
was a fit emblem of the invaluable worth, the ſpot- 
leſs purity, ard the perpetual duration of the inclo— 
fed law. In imitation of this ordinance of the God 
of Jacob, the ſacred cheſts of the Heathen ſeem to 
ave been invented, to contain the holy books or my- 
leres of their ſaperſtition. 


Bur eſpecially it may be conſidered as a figure 
of jeſas Chriſt, the promiſed Meſſias, whom all the 
holy thir.gs ſcem to have pointed out with one con- 
lent, There will appear to be no cogtemptible like- 
nes betwixt him and this moſt holy veſſel, if we at- 
tend unto the following things; the materials of 
vhici it was framed; the depoſitum which it con- 
tained; its ornaments; its uſes; its virtues; and, 
lailly, its removals from ons place to another, till it 
reſted in the temple. 


Tux materials of the ark were cedar and ge J. 
what hinders us from this to think upon the con 
tation of his wonderſul perſon, whoſe humanity is 
like the cedar, the ſruit of the earth, but not ſubject 
to corruption, and his divinity, like the geld in the 
ark, emboſoms his human nature, ennobles, but is 


as 1. * ” 1 py . 28 - i ans 
not blended with it ? The depoſttumit contained, 
were 
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were the ſecond tables of the law; for the firſt ta. 
bles were broken before. In Jeſus Chriſt we may 
ſee that law which we had broke preſeryed inviolate, 
and perfectly fulfilled in the immaculate obedience 
of his holy life, who ſays of himſelf, “ delight to 
do thy will, O God, thy law is within my heart,” 
Its ornaments were the border of gold reſem- 
bling a crown; which reminds us of the Mefſhah's 
regal dignity; and the cherubims of glory, which 
ſignified, ſay ſome, the two natures of that glorious 
perſon who was lignified by the whole workmanſhip; 
ſay others, the twotold church of Jews- and Gen- 
tiles: but rather they were emblems of the angels, 
theſe bright and glorious creatures, who are ſup- 
ported in their happy ſtate by Jeſus Chrilt, as the 
cherubims were by the ark who dehre to look in- 
to the myſtery of man's redemption, and pry into it 
with the molt unwearicd attention, the molt ſublime 
ſatisfaction, the higheſt wonder, and the profound- 
eſt adoration, — and who are all miniftring ſpirits a- 
ſcending and deſcending upon the Son of man. 
The uſes of the atk were various and important. 
Here God was inthroned. So God is in Chriſt re- 
conciling the world unto himſelf. Here the law 
was covercd from all eyes, So Jeſns Chriit, our 
true propitiatory, interpoſes himſelt betwixt us and 
that condemning law, Which never fails to curſe and 
kill all who preſume to meddle with it but as fulfilled 
in him: for vhen the commandment comes withou: 
bim who ſulfilled it, fin will revive, and, like the 
men of Bethſhemeſh, we will die, — - Here orac!es 
were given, and“ bete,“ ſaid God to Moſes, will 
« ] mcet with thee, and commune with thee frem 
«© betwecn the cherubims before the mercy- ſeat, up- 
„on the ark of the tellimony.” So Chriſt is the 
zcering-place of Ced witk man, in whem te deigns 
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to reveal his gracious will and pleaſure to the fallen 
creature : hence is he called {he Word of God, and 
is ſaid to declare that God the Father who never 
was, and never can be ſeen by any man, And, 
Jaitly, here prayers were preſented, and offerings 
were accepted: for the moſt holy Iſraelite durſt not 
:pproach the preſence of JEHovan but as he ſat up- 
on the mercy- ſeat ſprinkled with blood, Nor could 
the holieſt Chriſtian preſume to hope for the accept- 
:nce of his beſt duties, were it not for the mercy of 
God in Chrilt Jeſus, ——The virtues of the ark are 
ſuch as theſe. It ſearched out a reſting-place for Iſ- 
tach in the wilderneſs. So Chriſt is to his people the 
breaker of their way, who goes before them, gives 
them reſt, and prepares for them a place. It open- 
« a paſſage for the ranſomed tribes through the r1- 
rer Jordan, O Jeſus, by thee we ſafely paſs through 
the jordan of death, and have abundant entrance 
miniſtered into the heavenly kingdom, becauſe theſe 
waters ſhall not overflow them who have his preſence 
wich them, according to his promiſe, It overturn- 
ed the walls of Jericho when carried round them fe- 
ven days, So ſhall the walls of Babylon fall, and 
erery high thing that exalts itſelf againſt God, be 
calt down, by the preaching of his goſpel, who is 
tie power of God, and wiſdom of God. It over- 
brew Dagon of the Philiſtines in Lis own temple, 
maimed his brute image, and utterly aboliſhed that 
morſtrous idol. So ſhall he that ſits in the temple 
(t God, ard ſhews himſelf that he is God, be de- 
Prove by the ſpirit of his mouth, and brightneſs of 
coming. It ſanctiſied the places to which it 
die, in the opinion of Solomon him{clf, ard bleſſed 
de houſe of Obed edom, where it tranſiently reſi- 
= It is the preſence of Chriſt that makes us ho- 
and happy, and in him we are bleſſed with every 

ſpiritual 
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ſpiritual bleſſing. The removals of the ark from 
place to place in the wilderneſs, and in Canaan, till 
it reſted in the temple, ſhall we ſay bear ſome faint 
reſemblance to the humbled Redeemer going about 
doing good while he was upon earth, until the ever. 
laſting doors of heaven were opened to receive him ? 
Or was the bearing of the ark about upon the ſhoul. 
ders of the Levites, a figure of the miniſters of Chriſt 
bearing his name among the Gentiles, in all the cor. 
ners of the world? The ſtaves remained always in 
the ark, Perhaps to intimate, that no place or na- 
tion is abſolutely ſecure againſt his departure from 
them, who have no ſuitable eſteem for his gracious 


preſence with them in the diſpenſation of the eternal 
word, 


IT is long fince the Babylonians deſtroyed this: 


glory of lracl; but we have an ark whereunto they 
have no right to approach who ſerve the tabernacle. 
John ſaw it in the heavenly temple. The Old-Te- 
ſtament ark, like the covenant it confirmed, is vaniſhed 
away. But the New- Teſtament ark, in whom the 
pew Covenant ſtands faſt, {hull abide for ever in the 
preſence of JEHovan. Nor is it death for any to 
look into this ark; for tke word of life was looked 
upon with the eyes, and handled with the hands of 
men. Let it be our one and chief defire, that all 
the days of our life we may abide in his houſe, be- 
hold his beauty, and inquire in his temple. 


CECONDLY, The erdinance of the gilden table. 


N table cf the ſhew-bread was a principal 
part of the apparatus of the middle court or 


ſanctuary, and a piece of very nice and coſtly work* 


manſhip. 
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manſhip. Like the ark, it was made of gold and ce- 
dar, ornamented with a golden border and crown, 
furniſhed with golden rings for carriage, and with 
golden diſhes, and other neceſſary utenſils, On this | 
pure table were laid twelve loaves, according to the 1 
number of the tribes, They were made of fine "8 
four, and piled up in two rows, crowned with frank- if | 
incenſe. Thus they ſtood continually before the 
Lord, but were renewed every Sabbath morning; 
and the ſtale bread was to be eaten by none but the 
prieſts in the holy place, 


As to the meaning of this ſervice, perhaps it was 
2 continual thank-offering, whereby the Iſraelites 
teſtified their gratitude for the fine wheat of Canaan, 
But it ſeems likewiſe no contemptible figure of Chriſt 
Jeſus, both perſonal and myſtical ; which is to be 
now declared, 


AxD, firſt, it ſeems to repreſent Chriſt Jeſus him- 
ſelf, It was a golden table, to denote his moſt in- 
valuable worth, who is precious to them that believe, 
It was a crowned table, to ſignify his royal dignity, 
and the royal dainties wherewith he feeds his people, 
who eat the bread of the mighty. It was a move- 
able table : for the diſpenſation of his goſpel is not 
confined to any particular ſpot of earth, but has been 
frequently removed from one place to another, It 
Was 2 furniſhed table, furniſhed both with proviſions 
and veſſels, In Chriſt we have all things pertaining 
to life and godlineſs ; for it hath pleaſed the Fa- 
* ther, that in him all fulneſs ſhould dwell.” 


Bur let us conſider the proviſion wherewith this 
table was loaded, and we ſhall ſee how fitly it qua- 
cates to Jeſus Chriſt, lt was covered with loaves 
or 
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or bread, What bread is to the body, that Chriſt 
is to the ſoul, that 1s—the ſtaff of life. Like bread, 
he is of the moſt univerſal uſe, of the moſt abſolute 
neceſſity, and prepared for our ſpiritual food by va- 
rious ſufferings, as bread-corn is bruiſed, The 
loaves were fine flour. Jeſus Chriſt is the fineſt of 
the wheat, in whom there was found no bran of fin- 
ful corruption, being holy, harmleſs, undefiled, and 
ſeparated from ſinners. They were twelve in 
number, for every tribe a loaf, There is enough 
in Chriſt to ſupply the wants of his people, who may 
ſay, „Out of his fulneſs have we all received. 
They were continually preſent before the Lord. je- 
ſus Chriſt is the Angel of his preſence, who appears 
before the Lord continually as the repreſentative of 
Iſrael. They were crowned with frankincenſe. 
This is an emblem of the acceptableneſs of his ſacri- 
hee and interceſhon, or of their ſweet- ſmelling favour 
unto God. They were renewed every Sabbath 
morning by the prieſts, For the doctrine of Jets 
Chriſt, or the ſpiritual proviſion exhibited on the ta- 
ble of the goſpel, in order that it may prove alwars 
palatable to the hearers, the miniſters of the word 
onght, as the legal prieſts, to renew it every Sab- 
bath ; not indeed by preaching novel doctrines, but 
by clothing old truths in a new dreſs, or, to ute tne 
expreſhon of our Lord, ** bringing out of their trea- 

„ {ury things new and old,” By this means the at- 
tention will be fed, wearinefs relieved, and appetite 
increaſed. They were eaten by the prieſts in the 
holy place, after they were removed from the wa 
ſence-table. So Chriſt the bread of God mul be 
eaten, that is, believed in, that we may receive from 
him both life and ſtrength. The miniſters of the ge. 
ſpel muft feed on that ſame Chriſt whom they ex3!- 


| 
bit unto others; and all the ſaints are that ropa 
prie{i cs 
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prieſthood, whoſe privilege it is to eat this bread of 
God, And if others are admitted to the molt holy 
ordinances, the table of the Lord 1s contemptible in- 
deed, I ſhall only add, that unleſs this heavenly 
bread had been firſt preſented unto the Lord, he 
would not been preſented to men as food to the hun- 
ery foul, 


LzT us now conſider the ſhew-bread as an em- 
blem of the church which is his body, of which it is 
ſaid, ** We being many, are one bread.” Indeed 
the number of the loaves, correſponding to the num- 
ber of the tribes, did certainly intimate, that they 
rexrccented the Iſrael of God. Chriſt is that corn 
of wheat which fell into the ground, and died, that 
he night not abide alone; and from him believers 
grow as their parent- root. Chriſt is that golden ta- 
ble that continually ſupports and preſents them be- 
fore the Lord, They were crowned with frankin- 
cenſe: for their prayers are directed to God as in- 
cenſe, and the interceſhon of Jeſus Chriſt perfumes 
at once their perſons and works, as with all the pow- 
ders of the merchant. They were diſpoſed in two 
regular rows, Which may denote the comely or- 
der of the churches, They were renewed every 
weck. So one generation of Chriſtians ſucceeds an- 
her, Or perhaps we may take occaſion to think 
a0 diſtaſteful unto God are ſtale and mouldy pro- 
&' :3, who have left their firſt love, and are, like 
kphraim, as cakes not turned. They were, laſtly, 
obe eaten by the prieſts, May we be allowed thus to 
alegorize this laſt particular: When the faithful have 
ſetred their generation, and are removed from fur- 
ner uſefulneſs in this world, they are not rejected as 
eſs altogether, but they become the 1nheritarce 

i Jeſus Chriſt, the true prieſt ; as the old bread was 
CU not 
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not caſt away, but fed upon by the typical prieſthood 


in the holy place, 


LAY 


TnixnLy, Tre erdinance of the golden candloſticl. 


Ves againſt the table there was a golden can- 
dleſtick ſet on the north fide, that the ſanctua- 
ry might never be dark, It conſiſted of a large ſtalk, 
with ſix branches, and every branch was in three 
different places adorned with a bowl like an almond, 
a knop, and a flower, The tongs and ſnuff-diſhes 
were pure gold, as the candleſtick itſelf. At the 
extremities of the ſtalk and branches were ſeven 
lamps, which were fed with pure olive-oil, and light- 
ed every evening by the ptieſts, who burned incenſe 
at the ſame time, 


Was not this an emblem of the true light that 
lighteth every man that cometh into the world! 
Not only is Jeſus Chriſt, in many texts of ſcripture, 
reſembled unto the light of the ſun, but it is ſaid in 
one place, Thou art my lamp, O Lord, and the 
Lord will enlighten my darkneſs *.“ The pure 
beaten gold of this candleſtick may denote the ſpot- 
leis holinefs, and the invaluable worth of Jeſus, who 
was beaten, if we may ſo ſpeak, with the hammer of 
adverſity, and made perfect through ſuffering. The 
oil that nouriſhed the lamps, is an emblem of the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt, that anointed him to preach glad tidings to 


the meck. The number of the lamps, which was 


ſeven, imports the perfection of his light. The 
ſanctuary where they ſhone, is the church; and the 
prieſts that trimmed them, are the miniſters of the 


* 2 Sam, xxii. 19. 


goſpel, 
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goſpel, whoſe office is to elucidate the myſtery of 
Chriſt, The light which was ſhed all around from this 
candleſtick, may repreſent the light of the knowledge 
of the glory of God in the face of Jeſus, which ſhines 
into the hearts of all the royal prieſthood, or the 
light of the ſcriptures, which are the rays of Jeſus 
Chriſt, and to which we do well to take heed, as to 
a light that Ciineth in a dark place, 


Tua the golden candleſtick was alſo a figure of 
the church, will appear very probable, when we 
confider, that Zacharias, an Old-Teſtament pro- 
phet, ſaw, in the viſions of God, as her emblcm, a 
golden candleſtick, ſupplied with golden oil from 
two olive-trees; and John, a New- Teſtament apo- 
lle, when he was in the Spirit, beheld our great 
High Prieſt in ſacerdotal robes, walking in the midſt 
of the ſeven golden candleſticks, which were the ſe- 
ven Aſian churches. But let us, for further proof, 
vyſerve the likeneſs of this ſacred utenſil to the whole 
and every particular church, 


We ſhall, firſt, Conſider the candleſtick itſelf, 
Ats uſe was to receive the materials of the light, 
and then to ſpread it abroad. Even ſo the church 
receives the truth in the fir!t place, and then holds it 
'orth by purity of doctrine, and ſanity of life. 


[Ts matter was pure and beaten gold. The 
hurch may be a lamp deſpiſed in the thoughts of 
worldly men, and eſteemed as an carthen pitcher ; 
yet in the eyes of the Lord ſhe is comparable to fice 
gold. O how the gold becomes dim in the preſence 
ot faith and holineſs! She is pure gold, being pur— 
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ged trom the droſs of reigning corruption by the 
biucd, by the Spirit, and by the word of Chriſt. 
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She is beaten gold, being partaker of the afflictions 
of the goſpel. By theſe means ſhe is a veſſel made 
meet for the Maſter's uſe, For ſhape, it was di- 
vided into fix branches, united by one common 
ſtalk. This ſignifies the coalition of all true churches 
and ſound believers into one great ſociety, which is 
founded upon their common relation to Jeſus Chriſt, 
the centre of union, The ornaments of almonds, 
knops, and flowers, which decorated all the branches, 
may denote the various gifts and graces with which 
every church ſhould be adorned, that ſhe may with 
greater dipnity hold forth the word of life. The 
tongs and ſauff-diſhes were not more neceſſary ap- 
pendages to the golden candleſtick, than church-cen- 
ſures, and brotherly admonitions, are to every ſocie- 
ty of Chriſtians. By means of theſe inſtruments the 
lamps burned clear, and the floor of the holy place 
was not ſullied. So the difcipline of the church is 
an excellent mean to preſerve the lamp of goſpel- 
light from dimneſs, and the temple of the Lord from 
defilement, by the ſuperfluity of naughtineſs. The 
oil burning in the ſeven lamps of the candleſtick, is 
an emblem of the Holy Ghoſt in his various gifts, 
who reſides in the church, is compared unto oil and 
unto fire, and of whom the apoſtle John ſpeaks in 
this enigmatical manner, when he ſaw the viſions of 
the Almighty, And there were ſeven lamps of fire 
* burning before the throne, which are the ſeven 


« Spirits of God,” So much for the candleſtick it- 
ſelf. 


Leer us now glance at the miniſtry of the prieſts 
about this holy veſſel, They were to ſupply it with 
oil, to trim the lamps, and light them every evening, 


and to burn incenſe at the ſame time, Might not 
this 
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this ſignify the watchful care of the Miniſter of the 
ſanctuary and true tabernacle, who walks in the 
midſt of the ſeven golden candleſticks, imparts unto 
them all neceſſary ſupplies of the heavenly unction, 
quenches not the ſmoaking flax, but ſtrengthens the 
things that remain, and are ready to die; while, at 
me ſame time, he offers-unto God the grateful in- 
cerſe of his prevalent interceſhon in their behalf? 
And may it not further adumbrate the duty and of- 
ice of all the miniſters of the goſpel, who, in the e- 
vening of the world, are to light the lamp ordained 
for God's Anointed ?. They ſhall teach Jacob thy 
„ judgments, O Lord, and. Iſrael thy law: they 
« ſhall put incenſe before thee, and whole burnt- ot- 
* ferings upon thine altar.“ It is their province, 
while they direct unto God. the incenſe of fervent 
prayer, to make their lamps burn clear, by ſupply- 
ing them with the oil of pure doQrine, and trimming 
them with the tongs of wholeſome diſcipline, and ſa— 
lutary admonition. ** For Zion's ſake let them not 
hold their peace, and for jeruſalem's ſake let them 
not reſt, till the righteouſneſs thereof go forth as 
„ brightneſs, and the ſalvation thereof as a lamp 
* that burneth,” . 


FouRxTHLY, The erdinance of the golden altar, 


the inner part of the ſanQuary, there ſtood 2 
fourſquare altar of Shittim wood, overlaid with 
told, It was encompaſſed with a golden crown, tur- 
tied with golden rings for carriage, like the @ k 
id table of thew-bread, and graced with tour gol- 
den horns at its four corners. To this lecret altar 
done but the priefts were to approach; not to oer 
propitiatory ſacrifices, as upon the altar of burnt- 
W434 oftcring, 
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offering, but to burn incenſe of ſweet ſpices morning 
and evening before the Lord. The confection of this 
ſacred perfume is minutely preſcribed, with a ſtrid 
Prohibition of imitating it for any other uſe. It was 
a figure of the interceſſion of the great High Prieſt 
before the throne, as the altar of burnt - oſſering was 
a figure of his ſatisfactory oblation upon the earth, 
Let us firſt attend unto the altar, and next unto the 
incenſe, 


Tux altar itfelf was firſt, a golden crowned al- 
tar; which ſignifies the glorious dignity of the royal 
Interceſſor, who is a Prieſt upon his throne, and is 
ſet down on the right hand of the heavenly Majeſty, 
It was a ſquare altar, equally reſpeRing the four 
corners of the world; to denote how acceſſible he is 
to all the ends of the earth. It was a moveable 
altar, capable of being tranſported where-ever the 
church of Iſrael went: An emblem of his perpetual 
preſence in all places where his name is recorded, or 
where his people are afflicted. A jail, an iſle of Pat- 
mos, a lion's den, a fiſh's belly, a fiery furnace, are 
a'l alike to him, who never leaves, never forſakes his 
choſcn and his called. It was a hidden altar, to 
which none approached except the ſons of Len, 
To know Chritt as their interceding prieſt, is the 
diſtipguiſhed privilege of all the royal prieſthood. 
Theſe only ſee him by faith, whom the world ſeeth 
no more. Put as the way to the golden altar of in- 
cenſe was to paſs by the brazen altar of burnt-offer- 
ing; ſo none can come to Jeſus, as ever living to 
make interceſſion for them, who come not to him 23 
dyirs once to atone for their guilt, and put 227 
thcir fin by the ſacrifice of himſelf, It was 3 
Ecrned altar. And what ſhould theſe four horns 4 


its four corners portend, but the ſtrength and pr? 
Valence 
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valence of his interceſſion whom the Father heareth 
always, and who is able to ſave unto the uttermoſt 
all who come unto God by him from the four winds 
of heaven ? It was an altar ſtained with blood : 
for though no ſacrifices for expiation were offered 
upon it, yet Aaron was commanded to tip its horns 
erery year with the blood of the atonements. The 
blood of Jeſus Chriſt the righteous is the ſtrength of 
his advocacy. This blood preſented for ever before 
the throne of God, enforces all his ſuits with louder 
cries, than ever the blood of Abel ſent from the 
ground, imploring vengeance on the firſt murderer, 


Faom the altar, let us come to the incenſe burn- 
ed upon it, It repreſents both the merits of Jeſus 
Chriſt, and the prayers of all ſaints, 


Tur merits of Jeſus Chriſt is that incenſe in which 
the prayers, and tears, and works of all the ſaints 
are clad, and wherein they aſcend, like Manoah's 
angel, before the preſence of JeHovan,—— That 
incenſe was compoſed of ſweet ſpices, that ſhed a 
rich perfume; but not ſo grateful to men, as the 
ſweet-ſmelling ſacrifice of Chriſt was ſavoury unto 
God. That incenſe was burned in the ſanctuary, 
while the people were praying without, The ap— 
pearing of our High Prieſt in the heavenly ſanctua— 
ry with the ſweet odour of his merits, by no means 
{ypercedes the prayers of ſaints on earth, For 
* theſe things will God be,“ not only ſolicited by 
the interceſſion of his Son, but “ inquired of by 
the houſe of Iſrael, that he may do it for them.” 
That incenſe was continually burned before the 
Lord, and was a perpetual incenſe throughout their 
generations, The interceſſion of Jeſus Chriit 1s e- 
rerialling, becauſe he ever lirech. Never, never 
ſaall 
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ſhall it be diſcontinued, till all its ends are fully 
reached, and the laſt ele& veſſel be prayed home to 
glory. That incenſe was not to be counterfeited, 
or imitated for any other purpoſe, Deteſted be the 
impiety of that harlot-church, who confide in the 
merits of any ſaint, living or dead, aſcribing, or 
whatſoever pretence, the Mediator's glory to ano- 
ther, But the time approaches when this counter- 
feit incenſe, the commodity of Babylon, ſhall no 
more be bought by the merchants of the earth. 


Tur prayers of ſaints are alſo ſaid to be directed 
as incenſe before the Lord, and are reſembled to o- 
dours preſerved in vials of gold, by a New-Teſta- 
ment writer. Prayer is that incenſe, which, 2c» 
cording to Malachy's prediction, ſhall be offered to 
the name of the Lord in every place, Was the ho- 
ly incenſe compounded of various ſweet ſpices ? The 
graces of the Holy Ghoſt are the precious irgre- 
dients in the effedual prayer of the righteous, Some 
of them were beaten very ſmall. Perhaps to inti- 
mate that brokenneſs of heart, and contrition of {ptr 
rit, which the high and lofty One requires in che 
worſhippers at his ſootſtool. The kre that burned 
the incenſe, may denote the fervency of ſpirit rcgui— 
red in acceptable worthip, But take heed o this 
ſparks of your kindling, ard lift up holy hands with— 
cut wrath : for the incenſe muſt not be kindled with 
fire from the kitchen, but the altar. Was the 
mcenſe burned morning and evening continual» 
ly? And can we reaforably think the incen!: 
praver and praiſe ſhould be leis frequently add1ciicd 
to the God that dwells in the heavens * Jelus Chriſt 
is the altar; Jeſus Chriſt is the prieſt who ſtands 
with his golden cenſer; by him your igcenſe ot 
prayer, and your incenſe of praile, ſhall go up for a 

memorial 
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memorial before God, and meet with gractous accept» 
ance, Without him even incenſe is an abomination 
wmto God, and the moſt ſolemn duties are a ſmoke 
in his notrils, and a fire that burneth all the day. 


FirTHLY, The ordinance of the brazen altar. 


E T us next conſider the altar of burnt-offer- 
L ing, which was a chief part of the holy furnt- 
ture both of the tabernacle and temple, Its mate- 
rials were braſs and cedar-wood, its ſhape four- 
ſquare, its ſtation was in the outward court. It pro- 
tected criminals that fled unto it, ſanctified gifts, and 
alimented the prieſts, It was ornamented with four 
horns of braſs flouriſhing from its corners, and upon 
it the ſacred fire was kept perpetually alive, The 
ceremonies of its conſecration laſted for ſeven days, 
and it is called by God an altar meſt holy, that 
ſhould impart a legal holineſs to every thing; that 
touched it. In ordinary caſes it was not Jawful to 
olfer ſacrifices upon any other altar but this alone. 


TraT Jeſus Chriſt is the antitype of this altar, 
the apoltle to the Hebrews permits us not to doubt; 
or, ſpeaking of him, he ſays, ** We have an altar, 
* whereof they have no right to eat who ſerve the 
*tabernacle.” He ſays not, altars, as if they were 
many, but az altar, ſpeaking of one, and this altar 
Chriſt. AS the interceſſion of Jeſus Chriſt was. 
ypilied by the golden altar of incenſe ; ſo the altar 
of burnt-offerieg repreſented both his 1 in 


general, and his Godhead in particular, Let us be- 
zin with the ſirſt. 


Ir repreſented the perſon of our Redeemer, as the 
propitiation 
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propitiation for our ſins. It was a brazen altar. 
Was it not the ſame glorious perſon whom Ezekiel 
ſaw, like a man of braſs, with a line of flax in his 
hand to meaſure the temple, and whoſe feet are de- 
ſcribed, in the viſions of John, like fine braſs, as if 
they burned in a furnace? Braſs is a cheap and 
common metal, When by himſelf he purged our 
ſins, he ſhone not with golden luſtre; for his viſage 
was marred more than any man's, and his form than 
the ſons of men. Braſs is a ſtrong metal, and fit to 
endure the fire, Our ſtrength was not the ſtrength 
of ſtones, our fleſh was not of braſs, to dwell with 
devouring fire, to abide with everlaſting burnings: 
but Chrift was the mighty One, who felt the power 
of God's anger, and was not devoured by the fiery 
indignation. It was a horned altar. This ſigni- 
fies the ſtrength of his atonement, both to ſatisfy the 
Juſtice of God, and pacify the conſcience of men, 
It was a fourſquare altar: An emblem of his 
perpetual ſtability, who is the ſame to-day, yeſter- 
day, and for ever. ——It was a public altar. For 
the death of Chriſt was to be a tranſaQtion of the 
moſt public kind. It was a burning altar, on 
which the fire never Went out, The Holy Ghoſt is 
that eternal Spirit of judgment and of burning, 
through whom he offered up himſelf unto God, and 


who dwells: for ever in the Son, With this holy | 


fre the great High Prieſt inflamed his legal ſacrifice 
of atonement, and with this holy fire the royal prieit⸗ 


hood ought to kindle their moral ſacrifice of prail?, 


which they offer by him continually, It was al 


only altar, and, by the law of Moſes, admitted not 
any rival. So Jeſus Chriſt is the one Mediator be · 
tween God and man, To multiply mediators 15 09 
leſs condemned by we New Teſtament, than to mul-| 
tiply altars by the O14,——It was an altar mold be- 
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Jy, that ſanctified all gifts. Whether we preſent 
unto God the meat-offering of alms, the drink-offer- 
ing of tears, the peace-offering of thankſgiving, the 
heave-offering of prayer, or the whole burnt-offer- 
ing of body and ſoul, by him alone they are ſancti- 
fed and accepted, as the altar ſanctiſied the gift. 
Alt was an altar that protected criminals who 
fed unto it; though, for ſome crimes, they were to 
be dragged from it to ſuffer condign puniſhment, In 
Jeſus Chriſt the guilty ſinner finds a refuge from le- 
gal condemnation ; nor can they fail of making peace 
with him, who by faith take hold of his ſtrength, be 
their crimes ever ſo atrocious, It was an altar 
wat nouriſhed the Levitical prieſthood who ſerved 
atit, and were partakers with it, Even ſo the hap- 
py perſons who are made prieſts unto God, and par- 
takers of Chriſt, receive from him, not a natural, 
but a ſpiritual and eternal life: “ For he that eat- 
*eth me,“ himſelf declares, * ſhall live by me.“ 


Bur in a particular manner his Deity ſeems fit to 
be called the altar on which he offered his humani- 
ty: for he was his own altar no leſs than ours. It 
was not the wooden croſs on which he died, that ſer- 
red him for an altar, Far leſs can the material ta- 
ble on which the holy memorials are exhibited in the 
ſacrament of the ſupper, deſerve any ſuch glorious 
epithet, Hear what himſelf ſays about the altar and 
the gift, “Ve fools and blind: for whether is great- 
der the gift, or the altar that ſanctiſies the gift?” 
Wil any dare to ſay, that the wooden croſs was 
greater than the ſoul and body of the Redeemer who 
expired on it? or that the table of the ſupper is great- 
er than the conſecrated ſymbols of his body and 
blood? If it be impoſſible to find any thing greater 
than the humanity of the Lord and Saviour except 

his 
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his own divinity, his own divinity, and nothing elſe, 
muſt be the altar. Did the altar ſupport the gift or 
victim while it was burning upon it? It was the 
Godhead of Chriſt that ſupported the manhood from 
ſinking under theſe direful ſufferings he patiently eu- 
dured. Did the altar ſanctify the gifts that touched 
it? It was the Deity of Chriſt that ſanctified the 
gift of his humanity, and imparted a dignity and va- 
lue to the ſacrifice of his body and ſoul. The fins 
of many are fully expiated by the ſufferings of one, 
becauſe he is God, and there is none elſe; beſides 
him there is no Saviour, 


BLESSED be God for ſuch an high prieſt, ſuch x 
temple, ſuch a ſacrifice, fuch an altar of burnt-of- 
fering and incenſe. We have an altar, not only in 
the midſt of the land of Canaan, but in the midſt of 
the land of Egypt, to which the ſons of the ſtranger: 
may bring their ſacrifices, We hare an altar which 
God will never caſt off, a ſanctuary which he will ne- 
ver abhor. The great atoning ſacrifice is already 
offered up, what remains for us but to render untoa 
gracious God the calves, not of the ſtall, but of the 
lips, and the ſacrifice of praiſe continually. 


SIXTHLY, The ordinance of the brazen laver. 


HE divers waſhings injoined in the law of Mo- 
ſes, were no doubt a very ſignificant branch 
of that ritual economy : for not only did the Hea- 
then nations adopt this cuſtom in their falſe wor- 
ſhip of imaginary gods ; but a ſhadow of it is ſtill re- 
tained in the Chriſtian baptiſm, the initiating ordi- 


nance of the church, The daily luſtration of the 


Levitical prieſthood we ſhall preſently glance at. 


AT 
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Ar the entrance of the tabernacle of the congre- 
gation, before you came to the brazen altar, was 
ſet, by the appointment of the Lord, a pure veſſel, 
or laver of poliſhed braſs. The materials of it were 
furniſhed by ſome religious women, who compli- 
mented their looking-glaſſes for this purpoſe, conſecra- i 
ting theſe inſtruments perhaps of vanity to the ſacred | 
uſe of adorning the worſhip of the tree God. Though 
the ſhape of this veſſel js not minutely deſcribed by 1 
Moſes, it was certainly ſo contrived, as the water it Wl. 
contained might be emptied by vents or pipes: for 
the prieſts were ordered, on pain of death, to waſh 
their hands and feet at this laver when they went gl 
into the tabernacle, or approached unto the altar. 1 

At firſt this waſhing-pot was probably of ſmall ſize; | 
but when Solomon built his magnificent temple, he 
made alſo a laver of large dimenſions, which, on ac- 
count of the huge quantity of water it was capable 
to hold, was called a molten ſea, and ſet it on a baſe 
of twelve oxen of braſs, not without the direction of 
Heaven, as we may well preſume, h 


Dip the pure and holy God intend by this law 
only to require from his worſhippers the putting a- 
way the filth of the fleſh, which might be done with | 
material water, and by ſuch as had neither their 1 1 
hearts clean, nor their hands pure? Is waſhing the 1 
body with the pureſt water, an adequate preparation 
or coming into the preſence of that God, in whoſe 
ght the heavens are not clean? Far be it from us 
to harbour ſo fooliſh a thought. The purification 
of the ſoul from {piritual pollution, was the thing in- 
tnded by this cargal ordinance. The laver is Jeſus 
Chriſt himſelf, who cleanſes all the royal prieſthood 
from the foul contagion of fin, by the word which 
be ſpeaks unto them, by the Spirit which he ſheds 

X upon 
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upon them, and by the blood he poured out for them, 
Was the laver a pure and cleanly veſſel? This may 
denote the innocence and ſpotleſs purity of the glo. 
rious Immanuel, together with his ſitneſs to preſerve 
all that are in him holy and unblameable. Was it a 
large and capacious veſſel, and therefore tiled a ſea? 
This may remind us of that vaſt and inexhauſtible 
fulaneſs, which erer dwells in the New- Teſtament la. 
ver, xy which he is able to ſprinkle many nations, 
and waſh away the crimes of all who come unto God 
by him, Was it an open veſle], that ſtood in the 
moſt public ſituation? A prophet ſtiles the bleſſed 
Redeemer, ** a fountain opened in the houſe of Da- 
vid, and to the inhabitants of Jeruſalem, for ſin 
© and for uncleanneſs.” Was it a conſecrated veſ- 
ſel? for Moſes anointed the laver and his foot with 
the holy anointing oil. Chriſt Jeſus was conſecra- 
ted for evermore to his ſaving office, and anointed 
Wich the Holy Ghoſt in the moſt ample meaſure, 
Vas it ſepported by twelve oxen in the temple of So- 
lomon? Theſe brazen figures, that looked to all 
the winds of heaven, may not abſurdly be viewed as 
emblems of the twelve apoſtles, who bore Chriſt's 
name to the Gentiles, who poured the doctrine of 
{alvation in all the quarters of the world. For not 
only does the number of the oxen correſpond to the 
number of the apoſiles of the Lamb; but the ſer- 
vants of Chriſt are in other paſſages held forth uncer 
the emblem of theſe robuſt, laborious, and uſeful a- 
nimals, 


Bur the uſe which the pneſts under the law were 
commanded to make of this veſſel on all occaſions, 
under the ſevereſt penalty, is the moſt remarkable 
circumſtance we are to attend unto. They were to 


waſh their hands and feet with the water of this 5 
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el when they entered the tabernacle, on pain ot 
death. Theſe prieſts are figures not only of all ot- 
kce-bearers in the church, who ought to be pure and 
holy, but of all the holy nation of Chriſtians, who 
having a great High Prieſt over the houſe of God, 
oupht to draw near with true hearts, and in the full 
zur ince of faith, having their hearts ſprinkled from 
an evil conſcience, and their bodies waſhed with pure 
water, It is true, they are waſhed and juſtified al- 
ready, in the name of the Lord Jeſus, and by the Spi- 
it of our God; yet (hl they need to waſh their 
nands and feet, The fins of daily walk demand 
teh application to the laver of his atoning blood, 
den from the holieſt ſaints on earth. Faith is the 
hand by which this purifying water is applied to the 
confeicnce, Would we approach to God in holy du— 
ties? would we aſcend the hill of the Lord, and 
land in his holy place? then, in a ſpecial manner, 
muſt we lay aſide all flthineſs and ſuperfluity ot 
nanghtineſs, reſolving, with the ſweet ſinger of II- 
acl, „ will waſh mine hands in innocency, and {9 
* will I compaſs thine altar, O Lord,” But who- 
'er they be that prefer the mire of their ſin to the 
ver of his blood, think to waſh away their ſtaios 
wü the nitre and ſoap of their own righteouſneſs, 
Rey (hall die before the Lord, be excluded from his 
*2tific preſence, and become an abhorring unto all 
«ll for evermore, 


XEVENTHLY, The ordinance of the anointing cil. 


þ Jeſus Chriſt we have alſo the antitype of the le- 
4 ol unctions, no leſs than of the divers waſhings 
Herifces, which is to be declared. The Jewith 
Watyer is commanded, in a very particular man— 
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ner, to take unto him of the principal ſp'ces five hun- 
dred ſhekels of pure myrrh, half as much of ſweet 
cinnamon, — five hundred ſhekels of caſha,—and half 
8s much of ſweet calamus, Theſe precious ingre- 
cients were to be compounded by the apothecary's 
art in a hin of olive-oil. The uſe of this holy oil 
was to anoint the tabernacle, and its furniture, and 
Aaron with his ſons. But it was ſtrictly forbidden 
to apply it to any other uſe, to put \ upon any ſtran- 
ger, or to make any thing Ike it, after the compoſi- 
tion of it. This,” ſaid God to the Iſraelites, 
„ ſhall be a holy ancinting oil to me throughout your 
© generations,” Let us cone to the concealed my- 
itery of this ordinance. 


THEN was this type fulfilled, when the Lord's 
Anointed was endued with the gifts and praces of the 
Holy Ghoft, which God gave not by meaſure unto 
him, Hear what himſelf declares by the mouth of 
the prophet Iſaiah, The Spirit of the Lord is upon 
„ me, becauſe he hath anointed me.” And there- 
fore are the diſciples of Chriſt {tiled Chrifiians, be- 
cauſe it is ſuppoſed they have aiſo an unction from 
the holy One, 


SURELY It is not without ſufficient reaſons, that 
anointing with oil, and receiving the gift of the Ho- 
ly Ghot, are phraſes of the ſame import in the lan- 
guage of inſpirations. If oil is of a healing nature, 
and fit to appeaſe the anguiſh of rankled wounds; 
the Spirit of God is that molliſying ointment, by 
which the wounds, and bruiſes, and putrefy ing ſores, 
occaſioned by the fall, are gradually healed, until 
at laſt the cure is ſo completely wrought, that not a 
ſcare remains. If oil is of a beautifying quality, and 


makes the human face to ſhine ; by the benign agen 
c 


rour; without the Spirit what is the word itſelf but 


dry morſe] ? but when he ſheds his kindly influen- | 


ces, then do we find the word and eat it, it is to us 
the joy and rejoicing of our heart, If oil is of an 
exhilarating virtue, greatly refreſhing the animal ſpi- 
its of them who are anointed ; this puts us in mind 
of the reviving operations of the Comforter, who 1s 
the Holy Ghoſt, the true oil of gladneſs,. whoſe fruit 
1s joy and peace. In the ſame manner we might ap- 
py the ſtrengthening, ſoftening, preſerving, inſi- 
nating properties of this ſtaple commodity of Ca- 
men, to the like operations of the divine Spirit. 


zur let us rather reflect upon the ſpecial qualities 
ef the holy anointing oil, which Moſes made accord- 
13 to the divine diſpenſatory, It was compounded 
0: rarious coſtly ingredients; to repreſent, perhaps, 
tle great variety. of heavenly gifts and graces, which 
ire conferred by the Spirit of the Lord, and the di- 
ſerlities of his operations. It ſhed a moſt de- 
iztful perfume, even to a proverb, when poured 
an the head of Aaron. Of a greater than he it is 
lid, „All thy garments ſmell of myrrh, aloes, and 
*Galla:” and again, ** Becauſe of the ſavour of thy 
good ointments, therefore do the Metier love 
"thee,” The quantity which Moſcs made was 
wnlderably large, and ſufficient to anoint both the 
reſts, the tabernacle, and all its ſacred veſiels. 

*/ not this faintly adumbrate the fulneſs of ttc 
Pit, by which he is able, not only to anoint ous 
Feat High Prieſt, but likewiſe all the ſanctited vote 
I Kis, 
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of the ſanctifying Spirit, our ſouls are made as the 
wings of a dove covered with ſilver, and are preſent- 
ed at laſt in preſence of his glory, without ſpot or 
wrinkle, or any ſuch thing. If oil is ſavoury to the 
talte, imparting to other eſculents an agreeable fla- 
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ſels, that are made meet for the Maſter's uſe ? It 
was unlawful to make any thing like it; and the Jews 
affirm, with great probability, that it was never bit 
once prepared; though they fabulonſly add, that f 
waſted not by uſe for many generations. This mar 
denote how diſpleaſing it is to God to counterfeit his 
holy Spirit; and as we are to try the ſpirits, whe: 
ther they be of God, fo in all generations there is 
but one Spirit, as there is one body-myſtical, ard 
one hope of our calling, The prohibition of put. 
ting any of it on a ſtranger, may ſignify, that the 
ſpiritual unction is the peculiar privilege of ſaints 
which, to uſe the expreſſion of our Lord, he wer 
cannot receive, And, laſtly, As this anointing ol 
did ſanctify the perſons and things to which it was 
applied, confecrated them for ever to the ſervice o 
God, and intitied them to his protection. $0 the 
happy ſouls who have received, not the ſpirit of th 
world, but the Spirit who 1s of God, are ſanGife 
in the name of the Lord Jeſus, and by the Spirit 
our Cod; are ſealed unto the day of redemption 
and the union they have received, abideth in them 
Bocauſe of this anointing their yokes ſhall be deſtroy 
ed, Touch not mine anointed, ye enemies of the 
« ſalvation,” will the Lord ſay, and do no har 
« to my peculiar people.“ Let others drink wine 
bowls, and anoint themſelves with the chief oint 
ments; but give us, O Lord, this holy cil for ert 


Mors. 


IV. Tee land of Canaan. 


H F. land that flowed with milk and honer, et 
ſerves a particular conſid-ration among the 


ther ſhadows of good things to come. God thy 


* 
\ 
: 
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ſed to the fathers of the holy nation, “will give + 


„you the land of Canaan, the lot of your inheri- 
„ tance, when they were but a few men in number, 
« yea, very few, and ſtrangets in it” This pro- 
miſe he performed to their poſterity at the appoint- 
ed time, when, under the conduct of ſoſhna, he 
drove out the Heathen, and planted them. But was 
this all which God provided tor his people? Wag 
the promiſe of an earthly inheritance the bliſsful hope 
that ſupported the believing patriarchs in the few and 
evil days of their pilgrimage? Was there no other 
relt remaining for the people of God, but that which 
Joſhua gave them? Then indeed they had been, 
upon the whole, conſiderable loſers by their religion, 
and God would been aſhamed to be called their God, 
It is true, the earthly Canaan was a delicions coun- 
try, a land of brooks. of water, of fountains and 


deeps, that ſprang out of the valleys and hilis ;—a 


land where they did eat butter of kine, and milk of 
cep, fat of Jambs, and rams of the breed of Ba- 
han, and goats, with the fat of kidneys of wheat, 
they did drink the pure blood of the grape ;—a land 
whoſe rich ſoil produced whatever could fill the cup 
of joy, or Joad the board of plenty. But, alas! 
what cruel mockery had it been to propoſe no ſubli- 
mer enjoyments than theſe to the lovers of his bleif- 
ed name? Are ſuch things an adequate portion to 
the immortal ſpirit in man? Beſides, the patriarchs 
themſclves ſojourned in the land of promiſe as in a 
ſtrange country, and had not ſo much as a grave to 
call their own, till bought with money. And their 
palterity, the people of his holineſs, poſſeſſed it but 
z iittle time, What was the language of all this? 
Did it not proclaim, in loudeſt accents, both to rhe 
patriarchs and their ſeed, “ Ariſe ye, and depart; 
bor this is not your final reſt? I hare provided for 


66 YOu, 


* 
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you, O my people, a better heavenly country, of 
© which this pleaſant land is but the pledge and tha 
„ dow.” Beyond all doubt the godly patriarchs re- 
garded the promiſed. land in this amiable light; and 
it is hard to imagine how Moſes, that wiſe and great 
lawgiver, could been ſo paſſionately deſirous to. ſee, 
before he died, that good land beyond Jordan, if he 
had not conſidered it as a pledge of God's eternal 
reſt, Let us add to all this the ſublime encomiums 
that are every where beſtowed upon Canaan; in Mo- 
ſes and the prophets. Surely there was nothing a- 
bout that little ſpot of earth to intitle it to ſuch high 
elogiums, as, the glory of all lands, the pleaſant 
land, and, thy land, O Immanuel,” But when 
we view It as a type of the heavenly inheritance, the 
propriety of theſe grand epithets immediately diſco- 
vers itſelf, Let us fee where the reſemblance lies, 


CANAAN was a land originally poſſeſſed by other 
nations, whom the Lord drove out for their wicked- 
neſs. It is revealed in the ſcriptures, that the cele- 
ial manſions were firſt inhabited by theſe once pure, 
but now apoſtate ſpirits, who, for rebellion agaiaſt 
their eternal Sovereign, were driven out from God 
and bliſs, and their places in heaven ſhall know them 
again no more. 


IT was a land of amazing fertility, And ſuch is 
the tender condeſcenſion of the heavenly Father, as 
to deſcribe, by earthly ſimilitudes, that fulneſs of 
joy in his beatiſie preſence, and all. the rich variety 
of ſpiritual and eternal bleſſings. The plenty of Ca- 
naan, whete they did eat bread without ſcarceneſs, 
was an emblem of the fatneſs of God's houſe. In 
heaven they ſhall not want any good thing that can 
be perſectire of their natures, or conducive to their 

true 


The land of Canaan. 249 


true felicity. There, to uſe the prophetic ſtile, 
„the mountains ſhall drop down ſweet wine, and 
« the hills ſhall flow with milk,” They ſhall not 
hunger nor thirſt ; for the Tree of life for ever hangs 
out his golden fruit, and the water of life for ever 
rolls its falver ſtream, 


IT was a promiſed land, and promiſed long before 
the poſſeſſion was actually taken, to the father of 
their nation, four hundred and thirty years before 
the law, Even fo, eternal life 423 promiſed to Chriſt, 
the everlaſting Father, not or.” antecedent to the 
good works of his ſeed, but +: re the world: and 
though the Lord is not lack ggnucerning his promiſe ; 
yet we have need of patienc?, even though we have 
done the will of God, that we may inherit the pro- 
miſes, 


IT was a land which their own righteouſneſs could 
cot merit, and which their own ſword could not 
procure, Their induction into it is, in the ſtrong- 
eſt terms, aſcribed to the ſovereign grace and out- 
ſtretched arm of God, who ſhewed to his people the 
power of his works, that he might give them the 
heritage of the Heathen, Should we vainly arro- 
gate unto ourſelves the honour of deſerving, by eur 
veſt works, our acceſs to the heavenly inheritance, 
there is one that condemns us, even Moſes in 
Whom we truſt, ** Speak not thou in heart,” ſays 
tht great lawgiver to his people,“ For my righ- 
© teouſneſs the Lord hath brought me in to poſleſs 
this land. Not for thy righteouſneſs, or the up- 
* righineſs of thine heart, doſt thou go to poſſeſs it; 
* for thou art a ſtiffnecked people.” Can any be ſo 
abſurd as to affirm. that though the earthly inhert- 
wnc2 could not, yet the heavenly inheritance may 

be 
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be merited by works of righteouſneſs that we hays 
done ? 


IT was a land to which they went through many 
hardſhips and difficulties, through floods, and wil. 
derneſſes, and legions of oppoſing foes. They had 
both real and imaginary diſcouragements to grapple 
with, Even ſo the kingdom of heaven ſuffers vio— 
lence, and through much tribulation we muſt enter 
into it, though it be a purchaſed poſſeſſion, and a 
promiſed inheritance, But as neither Sikon king of 
the Amorites, nor Og king of Baſhan, nor the for- 
midable giants the ſons of Anak, could hinder the 
Iſraelites from their promiſed reſt ; ſo neither ſhall 
| the power of the enemy, however great and dread- 
ful, be able to retard the meaneſt ſaint, who takes 
unto him the whole armour of God, and with deter. 
mined ardour fights the good fight of faith, and lays 
hold on eternal life. 


Ir was a land which many deſpiſed, and through 
unbelief they came ſhort of the promiſe, and their 
earcaſes fell in the wilderneſs. And many, alas! 
prefer the preſent pleaſures of fin, to all the ravilh- 
ing proſpects of eternity, Inſtead of ſeeking this 
better country all the days of their life, it is the land 
which they abhor. 


Ir was a land which the Iſraelites obtained not 
till Moſes was dead, None are brought to heaven 
till they be dead to the. law by the body of Chril, 
He is the true Joſhua, or the Captain of ſalvation, 
who brings many ſons unto glory, and canduQs them 
through the Jordan of death, into the inheritance is 
corruptible, undefiled, and that ſadeth not away. 


V. Tt: | 
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v. The hely city of Feruſalem, and the holy hill of 


Zion. 


UT we muſt not forget thee, O Jeruſalem, 
B thou famed metropolis of Judea, nor that ad- 
jacent hill of Zion, the royal refidence of David, 
where the temple alſo ſtood. Such glorious things 
have been ſpoken of this city and mountain, as can 
by no means agree to them, when viewed only in the 
letter. It is long, very long, ſince Zion was plough- 
ed as a field, ſince the palaces of Jeruſalem have been 
levelled with the ground: Go ye up upon her walls,“ 
ſaid God to the victorious Roman army, ** and take 


* away her battlements: for they are not the 


„Lord's.“ But till there is a ſpiritual Zion, on 
which the Lamb ſtands with his redeemed tribes ; 
[til] there is a heavenly Jeruſalem, to which the ge- 
neral aſſembly and church of the firſt-born are ſaid 
to come, What ſhould this ſpiritual Zion and hea- 
renly Jeruſalem be, but the militant and triumphant 
church of Chriſt, of which the earthly Zion, and the 
worldly Jeruſalem, were the ſhadow and type? The 
old mount Zion was, equally with mount Sinai, a 
mount that might be touched, being a corporeal 
lubſtance ; and the old Jeruſalem was a city that 
might be razed to its foundations: but the true Zion 
82 ſpiritual thing, which cannot be touched; and 
e new Jeruſalem is a city that hath foundations, 
and never can be moved. 


Tura were hills more eminent than Zion, and 
towas more potent than Jeruſalem; yet no moun- 
un or city makes ſo diſtinguiſhed a figure in the ſa- 
cred page, It was not the natural elegance of Zion 

and 
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and Jeruſalem, nor the fortified ſituation of theſe 
places, that could intitle them to ſuch high elogiums 
as are every where beſtowed upon them by the inſpi- 
red penmen, It is true indeed, the beautiful fitua- 
tion of mount Zion, and the compact form of jeru- 
ſalem, which was comely to a proverb, deſerved 
their due praiſes: and their ſtrength, both of nature 
and art, was far from being deſpicable. It may be 
alſo affirmed, that the Holy Ghoſt intended a faint 
repreſentation of the invincible ſtrength, and ſpiri- 
tual beauty of the church, in the (ſtrength and beau- 
ty of theſe holy places. But the extraordinary re- 
gard which the great J&HovaAn was pleaſed to telti- 
fy towards his holy hill of Zion, and his beloved 
city of Jeruſalem, is the chief thing which exalted 
that little hill above the great mountains of the 
world, and ennobled that metropolis above all o- 
ther cities, however populous or magnificent, Why 
do ye leap, ye high hills? why do ye exult againſt 
the little hill of Zion, as if you were much ſuperior 
to it? This is the hill which God deſires to dwell 
in; the Lord will dwell in it for ever. This makes 
it a high hill, a high hill as the hill of Baſhan; this 
renders it the perfection of beauty, and the joy ef 
the whole earth. ExaQly ſo, it is the diſtinguiſh 
ing favour, and ſovereign love of God, beſtowed up- 
on his church, that ennobles it beyond all other ſo— 
cieties, however inferior to them in the beauty of 
earthly ſplendor, and worldly dominion. Let us ſce Wil 
then what are the marks of the divine regard to theſe 

ſacred places, which rendered them fit emblems | 
the real church in all ages, I 


Tux were places where God ſet his king, and 
the thrones of the houſe of David. That iJluftri09s 


morarch who founded the long line of the Jewib 
| | Kings, 
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kings, having reſcued Jeruſalem and Zion from the 
jebuſites by force of arms, he fortified them, and 
made them the places of his royal reſidence, The 
ſpiritual Zion is the city of the great King, that 1s, 
of Jeſus Chriſt, who won it out of the hands of ido- 
latrous Gentiles, who boaſted of their idols, though 
lame and blind. Chriſt is the true David, who in- 
deed was ſignified by all the kings of Iſracl, his li- 
neal ſucceſſors, who hath gained this notable victo- 
ry over the Gentile world; and in thoſe very places 
w. -e ſuperſtition reigned, hath builded his church, 
fxed his throne, and iſſued forth his righteous laws. 
If it was a diſtinguiſhing privilege of the ancient Zion 
d Jeruſalem, to be the ſeat of a king of Heaven's 
t:&tion ; how greatly ſuperior is the new Jeruſalem 
and goſpel Zion, in being the ſeat of the King of 
kings, who fits upon the throne, and has the key of 
David? © Cry out and ſhout, thou inhabitant of 
„Zion, thy King ſhall never periſh, and great is the 
holy One of Iſrael in the midſt of thee,” 


"HEY were places where God eſtabliſhed his wor- 
„and to which the tribes of the Lord reſorted, 
iſe of his houſe at Jeruſalem. Here the voice 
of nis praiſe was heard, and ſacrifices came with ac- 
cepcance upon his altar. Jeruſalem was the city of 
; 1 ſolemnities; and it is foretold by the pro— 
ponte, chat the once hoſtile nations round about them, 
d pay them annual viſits, and join in their holy 
ivals; yea, ſays the prophet Iſaiah, ©* From new 
non to new moon, and from Sabbath to Sabbath, 
© hall all fleſh come to worſhip betore the Lord of 
* hoſts,” Now, it is evident, theſe high predic- 
tions were never accompliſhed in the earthly Zion and 
Jeruſalem: yea, it is impoſſible they can be accom- 
iſhed in their literal ſenſe; the nature of things 
Y forbids 
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forbids it. But to the ſpiritual Zion, and heavenly 
Jeruſalem, they have been fulfilled, and ſhall be 
more and more accompliſhed : for this holy hill may 
be found in all places of the world, and we may 
come to the city of the living God without a pilgri. 
mage. 


THEy were places for whoſe protection the divine 
providence has oftentimes awoke in a very extraor- 
1 dinary manner. Aſſembled kings have come with 
| hoſtile deſign againſt theſe highly-favoured places; 
but inſtead of executing their cruel purpoſe, the joy- 
ful Iſraelites, after their departure, upon the moſt 
| narrow inſpection of their towers, palaces, and bul- 
warks, could not obſerve that any of them was bat- 
tered down, or even defaced. This was not owing 
to their own ſtrength, but to the preſence of their 
God. But this glorious prerogative, of being the 
peculiar care of Heaven, is now transferred to the 
goſpel-church, and all her true members. They 
© that truſt in the Lord, ſhall be like that mount 
Zion, that can never be moved.“ 


Fils T, The feaſt of tabernacles *. 
HE feaſt of tabernacles was one of the three 


grand feſtivals, in which all the males of I{- 
rael appeared before God in Jeruſalem, It began on 


* The acceptable celebration of the following af. 
ticles being fixed, by divine appointment, te Jeruſa- 
lem, they are introduced here to explain and illu- 

| ſtrate the great importance of that city as a typical 
place, though, in another view, they might rather 


appear to belong to the head of typical things. 
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the fifteenth day of the ſeventh month, which was 
four days after their mournful faſt on the day of ex- 
piation, and was celebrated with all poſſible demon- 
ſtrations of joy, and national gladneſs, It laſted 
eight days, and was the longeſt of all their ſolem- 
nities, and the laſt day is called in the New Teſta- 
ment, the great day of the feaſh. Upon this day, we 
are informed, ** ſeſus ſtood and cried, If any man 
« thirſt, let him come unto me and drink,” allu- 
ding, as is commonly thought, to a ceremony they 
uſually performed on that occaſion with great pomp, 
though it be net commanded in the law“. On all 
the eight days they were to offer the ſacrifices, which 
are minutely condeſcended upon by Moſes. On the 
firſt day thirteen young bullocks, two rams, and 
fourteen lambs of the firſt year, and one kid of the 
goats for a ſin- offering, befide the continual burnt- 
offering, But it is worthy of our notice, that the 

bullocks 


* Tremellius on Fohn'vii. 37. obſerves from the 


this feaſt, to march round the altar ſeven times, 
ſnging Hoſannah, with palm-branches in their hands, 
in memory of the Iſraelites, in the days of Joſhua, 
their marching round Fericho ſeven times on the day 
of its fall, And beſidet, he informs us from the 
ſame authority, that on this day they drew water 


mount Zion, carried it to the prieſts in the temple, 
where they made a libation of it, mingled with wine, 
upon the altar, In the time of drawing the water, 


they ſung that chearſul ditty of the prophet 1ſaiah, 


* ſalvation,” They pretended that the prophets 
Haggai and Zechariah were the inſtitutors of theſe 
3 riter ; 


Talmud, that the Fews uſed, en the eighth day of 


with great joy from the brook Siloam, at the foot of 


"With joy ſhall ye draw water out of the. wells of 
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bullocks diminiſhed by one every ſubſequent day, till 
on the ſeventh day but feven were to be offered; and 
upon the eight and laſt, though the great day of the 
teaſt, they offered but one bullock. Did not God 
intend, by this gradual abatement as the ſolemnity 
advanced, to exhibit unto his people a repreſenta. 
tion of the decaying nature of that diſpenſation they 
were under, that a time ſhould come when theſe ſa. 
crifices ſhould vaniſh away altogether, and give place 
to more ſpiritual oblations, which ſhould pleaſe the 
Lord better than any bullock that hath both horns 
and hoots ? 


Bur the ceremony that gave the name to this joy- 
ful feaſt, was their dwelling in booths the firſt ſerer 
days. Theſe booths were made of olive- branches, 
pine- branches, myrtle- branches, palm-branches, 
willows of the brook, and branches of other goodly 
trees, they cut down, and carried about 1n their 
hands. And that none might be at a loſs to knov 
the meaning of this ordinance, it is expreſsly declz- 
red by God himſelf, “ That your generations may 
„know that I made the children of Ifrael to dwell 


rites; and they imagined that the Holy Ghoft was 
delighted with their carnal mirth and vociferatin 
as to impart ts them on this occaſion a prophetic 
a flatus ; which happened, they ſay, to the propitt 
Tonah, The ſame writer obſerves, that as the Jeu 
tad miſerably perverted this ordinance, by the adi: 
tiens of their own magical geremenies ; fo Chrift it 
tended to reprove and ſilence their mad vociferation, 
when he cried with a loud voice, and to lead them © 
way from the terreſirial water to the water sf + 
and to himſelf the only ſcope of this feaſt, and of al 


ether ceremonies. | 
«10 
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«in booths, when I brought them up out of the 
« land of Egypt “.“ So prone are human minds to 
bury in oblivion thoſe mercies that are paſt, that 
ſu ch rememorative inſtitutions have been always held 
neceſlary and expedient, And ſurely the divine 
power and goodneſs diſplayed to the forefathers of 
the Jews, in miraculouſly providing all neceſſary ac- 
commodations for them in a deſolate wilderneſs, de- 
ſerved anniverſary celebration no leſs than their Ex- 
odus, or departure from Egypt, By this glad feaſt, 
they praiſed God for that good Jand into which he 
had brought them, Our anceſtors,” as if they 
had ſaid, ** once wandered in the wilderneſs, in 3 
* ſolitary way, they found no city to dwell in. But, 
O that men would praiſe the Lord for his good- 
"neſs! he led them forth by a way that was right, 
to go to a city of habitation, Inſtead of thoſe 
« dreary. proſpe&s our fathers had in the wilderneſs 
« forty years, we their poſterity are introduced to. 
this delicious country, where we ſow fields, and 
plant vineyards, that yield us fruits of increaſe, 
"" whoſe rich and generous ſoil ſupplies us with theſe 
goodly trees from whence we pluck theſe verdant 
branches.“ And we may add, with great proba- 
bility, that their dwelling in booths ſo many days e- 
very year, was a ſolemn recognition that they were 
ſtill in a wandering ſtate, though ſettled in Canaan ; 
that they looked on themſelves as ſtrangers on the 
earth, eyen in the land of promiſe, as the patriatchs, 
from whom they ſprung, confeſſed, by dwelling in 
tents and tabernacles in this ſame land; that they 
were but pilgrims here, and expedted a better hea- 
renly inheritance, Truly this has been the univer- 
al acknowledgment of good men in every age, who 


Lev. xxiii. 43. 
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have eſteemed their felicity to ariſe, not ſo much 
from their preſent enjoyments, as their future pro- 
ſpects. They have not only counted themſelves pil- 
grims and ſojourners, when ſtruggling with adverſ.. 
ty, and wandering from one country to another, 
without a fixed abode; but when elevated to the 
very ſummit of fortune, and enjoying the moſt pro. 
found repoſe which this terreſtrial ſtate affords. 4 
tabernacle is the common appellation of a dwelling- 
place in the Old Teſtament ; and in the New Teſta- 
ment the body in which the ſoul is lodged is ſtiled 
by the great apoſtle, the earthy houſe of this taberna- 
cle, which is diſſolved by death, and reſigns to a 
more permanent houſe, a building of God, eter- 
ral in the heavens. David, a glorious king, call- 
ed his palace the tabernacle sf his houſe ; and Jeſus * 
Chriſt, when he lived on the earth, art leaſt after he 
began, to act in his public character, had no proper 
home, but choſe to be the gueſt, ſometimes to one, 
and ſometimes to another of his followers, What- 
ever other reaſons might be aſigned for this conduct 
of our Lord, it ſeems as if he had deſigned to exhi- 
bit to all his genuine diſciples, an illuſtrious example 
of ſuperior indifference to all ſublunary things, and 
to inculcate, in the ſtrongeſt manner, upon ther 
minds, ** Ariſe ye, and depart; this is not your 
« reſt,” Set not your affections, O my people, on 
this tranſitory ſcene of things; remember the glo- 
rious hopes you entertain of admiſſion into the cele- 
fiat manſions, and learn of me not to regard this 
world as your home, Then do we keep the feall 
of tabernacles in a ſpiritual manner, when we raik 
our ardent hopes to thoſe glad regions where God 
our Father, where Chriſt our elder brother, and all 
the holy ſaints, and bleſſed angels, inhabit for ever- 


more; when we view theſe earthly manſions, and e- 
ven 


* 
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yen the grave itſelf, as but our ſhort home, and pla- 
ces of tranſient reſidence, in compariſon of eternal 
habitations, 


Bur the feaſt of tabernacles ſeems chiefly to be a 
fgure of that holy joy, and ſpiritual gladneſs, which 
is both the duty and privilege of the true circumei— 
fon, who worſhip God in the ſpirit. It is long ſince 
this ſolemnity was diſcontinued z for God has made 
all their feaſt days to ceaſe; and there is no warrant 
in the ſcriptures for us under the Chriſtian cecono- 
my to revive this ceremonial ordinance, But til] 
we have the ſubſtance of this ſhadow, and ought to 
keep this feaſt, though not in a carnal manner: ſor 
a prophet of the Jews“ foretells the converſion of 
the Gentiles, in phraſes which evidently import, that 
theſe joyful rites are figures of goſpel- worſhip. The 
Chriſtian joy, both in the preſent and future life, 
ſcem to have been prefigured by this Jewiſh feſtivity, 


IT began ſoon after the ſorrowful day of expia- 
tion, in which they afflicted their ſouls, and had a 
lively repreſentation of the great atonement, Ex- 
ly ſo, the Chriſtian joy treads ypon the heel of 
godly ſorrow; and it is the prerogative of the high 
and lofty One, to revive the ſpirit of the humble, 
end the heart of the contrite one. The bloody 
_Ceath, and meritorious ſufferings of the great ſacri- 
lice, is the ſource from whence it ſprings. It is 
ſtrange, but certain, the ſinner's unſpeakable joy a- 


* Zech, xiv, 16. And it ſhall come to paſs, that 
every one that is loft of all the nations which came 
egainſt Feruſalem, ſhall even go up from year to 
year, to worſhip the King the Lord of beſis, and te 


keep the feall of tabernacles, Kc. 
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riſes from the Saviour's unutterable woe. Wel 

may they keep a feaſt of tabernacles, who have re. 
ceived the atonement by Jeſus Chriſt : well may they 
ſhout for joy, whoſe iniquity is pardoned, whoſe 
tranſgreſhon is covered, and to whom the Lord will 
not impute fin; for though he was angry with them, 
his anger is turned away. 


AND as this ſolemn feaſt laſted eight days, the 
Chriſtian's joy is not like the joy of the hypocrite, 
but for a moment; for it ſhould be perpetuated 
through the whole courſe of his life.“ Rejoice e- 
% yermore,”' is a New-Teſtament precept perpetual- 
ly obliging. There are times when carnal mirth 
may be very unſeaſonable, and highly improper; 
but what ſhould forbid that joy in the Holy Ghoſt, 
which is the gladneſs of his nation, to be indulged 
at all times? It is a joy that may exiſt in the ſame 
ſoul together with the moſt unfeigned ſorrow, and 
moſt lively contrition. It may even comport with 
the moſt afflicted ſtate in this world, and abound in 
the greateſt of tribulations. It is a continual feaſt, 
which the unparallelled afflictions of Paul were not 
capable of interrupting, Job could ſay, “ Bleſſed 
be the name of the Lord,” in the moſt complica- 
ted diſtreſs, And © though the fig-tree ſhould not 
*« blofſom, though fruit ſhould: not be found in the 
vine, though the labour of the olive ſhould fail, 
„ though the flock ſhould be cut of ſrom the fold, 
« and there ſhould be no herd in the ſtall;““ it wes 
the firm reſolution of Habakkuk, ** Yet will I rejoice 
„in the Lord, and be glad in the God of my ſalva- 
« tion,” 


HowEvER, it mult be owned, the feaſt is kept 


here but imperfectly, We are in heayiveſs through 
mani fold 
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manifold temptations, and mult not expect to have 
all tears wiped away in a place of fin and ſorrow, 
The principal celebration of this feſtival is in hea- 
ven, where alone there is fulneſs of pure unmixed 
joy. In compariſon of this bleſſed ſtate, how im- 
perfect is the preſent! It may be reſembled to the 
ſorrow ful day of expiation, that preceded this joyful 
feaſt. But as the Jews of old, for ons day of ſor— 
row had eight days of gladneſs, ſo momentary af- 
fiction ſhall there give place to everlaſting joy. The 
beloved apoſtle deſcribes the heavenly ſtate in allu- 
ſion to the ceremonies of this feaſt: And I beheld, 
* and lo, a great multitude, which no man could 
number, of all nations, and kindreds, and people, 
* and tongues, ſtood before the throne, and before 
* the Lamb, clothed with white robes;” and, as 
the Jews were wont at the feaſt of tabernacles, 
they had palms in their hand, and ſung with a loud 
yoice the great hoſanna, 


* 


SECONDLY, The /af? of anniverſary atonement, 


U PON the tenth day of the ſeventh month, (a 
month diſtinguiſhed in the Jewiſh rubrick for 
the great number of feſtivals obſerved in it), the 
whole body of the people in Iſrael were required to 
kecp a ſolemn faſt to afflict their ſouls for ſin, and to 
abltain from all manner of ſervile work. But the 
chief ſolemnities of the day conſiſted in thoſe rites 
by which the high prieſt was to make atonement for 
the fins of his nation; which rites were never practi- 
ied but upon this occaſion, Whatever our great 
High Prieſt has done for the ſalvation of his people 
in earth beneath, or in heaven above, was prefigu- 
red in theſe venerable ſolemnities, This the inſpi- 

re d 
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red writer to the Hebrews having at great length il- 
luſtrated to our hand, it will not be neceſſary to en- 
large upon it. Let it ſuffice briefly to enumerate 
the ſacerdotal actions reſerved for this memorable 
day, and then to hint at their typical ſenſe, 


How then was the Jewiſh high prieſt to equip him- 
ſelf for the ſervice of the day? He was to put on 
his holy linen garments after waſhing himſelf, He 
was to furniſh himſelf with a bullock for a ſin- offer- 
ing, and a ram for a burnt-offering, to be offered 
for his own fins, and the fins of his family. He was 
alſo to take of the congregation two kids of the goats 
for a ſin-offering, and a ram for a burnt-offering, 
The two goats, making but one offering together, were 
Not to be uſed in the ſame manner. One of them was 
to be offered unto the Lord after the manner of a ſin- 
offering; the other preſented alive before the Lord, 
and then diſmiſſed into the wilderneſs, The ſacrifices 
being prepared, he proceeded in the following man- 
ner. Firſt, he killed the bullock, to atone for him- 
ſelf and family; and taking in his hand a cenſer full 
of burning coals from off the altar, and a quantity 
of ſweet incenſe ſufficient to raiſe a cloud that ſhould 
cover the mercy- ſeat, taking alſo the blood of his 
bullock in a veſſel, he went into the ſanctuary, ſet 
the incenſe on fire, And ſprinkled the blood upon and 
before the mercy-ſeat, The ſacrifice for himſelf be- 
ing thus performed, he returns out of the ſanctuary, 
and kills the goat of the ſin- offering for the people; 
and bringing his blood again within the vail, be 
ſprinkles it, as he had done with the blood of the 


| bullock, upon the mercy-ſeat, and likewiſe upon the 


golden altar. And,“ ſaid the lawgiver of the 
Jews, * there ſhall be no man in the tabernacle when 


he goeth in to make an atonement in the holy E 
« un 


* 
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« yntil he come out.“ The next ceremony is this: 
ke brings the live-goat, and laying his hands upon 
the head of the creature, confeſſes over him all the 
iniquities of the children of Iſrael, putting them up- 
on the head of the goat, and ſends him by ſome fit 
man into the wilderneſs; and the goat,” ſaid the 
Lord, * ſhall bear upon him all the iniquities of the 
« children of Iſrael, into a land not inhabited.” 
This done, he goes into the tabernacle of the con- 
gregation, and ſtripping himſelf of his linen gar- 
ments, he depoſits them in the holy place, waſhes 
himſelf, puts on his golden garments for glory and 
beauty, comes forth to the people, and offers the 
two rams for a burnt-offering, the one for himſelf, 
and the other for the people. Laſtly, the fat of the 
ſin- offering is burnt upon the altar, and the bodies 
of the bullock and goat, whoſe blood had been car- 
ried into the holy place, were burned without the 
camp, 


SUCH is the order of the holy rites to be practiſed 
on this great anniverſary, and the happy effects of it 
are ſaid to be a cleanſing from all their fins. Now, 
it is evident theſe carnal ordinances have many marks 
of weakneſs and imperfection If we ſpeak of real 
atonement, it was utterly impoſſible that the blood 
of theſe bullocks and goats could take fin away as 
pertaining to the conſcience, They were but brute 
creatures, of inferior nature to the prieſt that offered 
them, and to the people for whom they were offer- 
ed. They were offered by a finfyl man, who need- 
ed atonement for himſelf, They were offered year 
by year continually, and in them a remembrance was 
again made of fin every year, Now, if they could 
bare made the comers to them perfect, would they 
ot haye ceaſed to be offered? Moſß certainly they 

would. 
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would, Becauſe that the worſhippers once purged, 
ſhould have had no more conſcience of fin, In all 
theſe things the Prieſt of our profeſſion has the pre- 
eminence, He needed not, like Aaron and his ſue- 
ceſſors, to offer for himſelf, being harmleſs and un- 
defiled. He needed not to ſhed the blood of others; 
for he was able to offer up himſelf, He needed not 
repeat his ſacrifice oftener than once, or ſuffer often 
from the foundation of the world: for by one offer- 
ing he hath for ever perfected all them that are ſanc- 
tiſied. Theſe neceſſary allowances being made, of 
the vaſt diſparity between the type and Jeſus Chriſt, 
we ſhall proceed to enumerate ſome of theſe grand 
erangelical myſteries that were enigmatically preach- 
ed unto the Jews in the tranſactions of this day. 


THAT in future time a true and proper atone- 
ment ſhould be made for the ſins of Iſrael, or, to uſe 
the ſtile of the prophet Zechariah, that * God would 
remove the iniquity of his land in one day;“ this 
ſeems to have been the leading doctrine held forth 
in all the ſacrifices, but eſpecially in thoſe that were 
offered on this occaſion, Yet a little while, and 
God will exhibit a propitiation, in the promiſed 
Meſhah, who ſhall finiſh tranſgreſſion, and make an 
end of fin, and perfectly do that will of God, which 
cannot be done by ſacrifice for fin, and burnt-offr- 
ings, And how ſhall this great event be brought to 
paſs ? how ſhall the Meſſias redeem Iſrael from al 


his iniquities? What ſhall he do? What ſnall be 


done unto him? How ſhal] he begin, and in wht 
manner ſhall he finiſh the arduous work? Thele 
queſtions may all be anſwered by theſe anniverſar) 
rites, | 


IT was ſigniſied, that the great Maker of atone 
men: 
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ment ſhould aſſume the nature of the perſons for 
whom it ſhould be made : for their high prieſt was 
one of their brethren, and taken from among men. 
hat when he ſhould come into the world, to 
| do the will of God, he ſhould not make a ſplendid 
ſgure, nor array himſelf with all that glory of which 
he is truly poſſeſſed, For the high prieſt of the Jews, 
upon the day of atonement, put not on at the firſt 
his beſt ſuit of apparel, but was content with the 
holy linen garments he wore in common with other 
prieſts, That he ſhould be conſtitated a public 
perſon, and repreſent a great number of individuals, 
in whatever ſhould be done by him. For the high 
prieſt did not officiate in the garments which he 
commenly wore, but in theſe public robes that were 
we badges of his public character as the repreſenta- 
tive of the people, That the fins of all the re- 
deemed ſhould be transferred upon him, and be- 
come his own by legal imputation, For all the ini- 
quities of the children of Iſrae] were ſolemnly con- 
eſſed over the head of the ſcape-· goat, before he was 
diſmiſſed into the wilderneſs, That when thus 
charged with guilt, he ſhould ſuffer the puniſhment 
of death, and his life be violently taken away. For 
tne other goat, the bullock, and the two rams, 
vere killed for fin-offerings and burnt-offerings, 
and © without ſhedding of blood was no remithon,” 
——That the blood of Jeſus ſhould be ſhed in a pu- 
die manner without the gate. For the bodies of 
theſe beaſts were burned without the camp..—— 
That he ſhould, however, live even when dead, as 
to his divine nature, and be a glorious conqueror of 
the grave by his reſurredtion. For. the ſcape-goat, 
which wag the half of the ſin-offering for the people, 
vas not to be killed, as the other goat. That 
be ſhould, when the work of purging our ſins was 

| Z ſinſhed, 
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finiſhed, diſappear on earth, enter within the vail of 
theſe aſpectable heavens, into that happy place 
where God reſides among the bleſſed angels. For 
when the high prieſt had ſhed the blood of the bul. 
lock and the goat, he went out of the ſight of the 
Iſratlites, entering within the vail into that venerz. 
ble apartment, where were the ſymbols of the di. 
vine preſence, and where JEHovan ſat inthroned 
between the cherubims, That his moſt precious 
blood ſhould be the key to open the  everlaſ- 
ing gates, or ſhould procure his welcome reception, 
into the preſence of God, For unleſs the high priel 
had offered up the appointed victims, he durſt not 
have preſumed to ſee the face of God in the molt ho- 

ly place. That though the heavens ſhould con- 
tain him, and the world ſee him no more, he ſhould 
ſtill be carrying on his prieſtly work in the pre- 
ſence of Jenovan. For when the Jewiſh prielt 
entered within the vail, he perfumed the mercy: 
ſeat with incenſe, and ſprinkled it with blood, Tru- 
ly unleſs the high pricſt had gone into the holieſt of 
all with his blood and incenſe, he had not diſcharged 


the moſt glorious part of his work, The had only 


offered the victims, and gone no further than the 
middle court, the inferior prieſts had been upon a 
level with him; for theſe things they did, as vel 
as he. So if Jeſus Chriſt were ſtill on earth, where 
he offered up himſelf; if he had not gone to the Fi 
ther, and retired from the view of men, he could 
not be a prieſt in the moſt eminent ſenſe of the word, 
the moſt glorious part of his function were ſtill to be 
diſcharged, and the reſemblance betwixt him 21 
the Jewiſh high prieſt would be very lame and im- 
perfect. But rejoice, O ye that believe on his 
name, and ye who make his atonement the _ 


pal baſis of your comfort; for we haye a great Hi 
Priel. 
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Prieſt, that was once on earth, but is now paſſed in- 
to the heavens, Jeſus the Son of God, There he 
appears as a Lamb as it had been ſlain, and ſtands 
with his golden cenſer, to offer up the incenſe of his 
interceſhon with the prayers of all ſaints. A time 
will come, when the interpoſing vail ſhall be drawn, 
aſide, and the great High Prieſt return with ſound 
of trumpet, to bleſs his expecting people, and ab- 
ſolve them from all their iniquities before an aſſem- 
bled world: for “to them that look for him, he 
« ſhall appear the ſecond time without fin unto ſal- 
« yation,” 


TainDLY, The feaſt of Hut- fruits and of Penteceſt. 


s it was the will of God, that his people ſhould 
. dwell alone, and be divided from all nations 
of the world by a wall of partition, till the Meſſios 
ſhould come to pull it down ; ſo, beſides a great 
number of other peculiarities, they mult not plough, 
nor ſow, nor reap, in the ſame manner as other 
people. The rites with which they began and finiſh- 
ed their harveſt, are not unworthy of a particular 
notice, Beſides the charitable regulation they ob- 
ſerved, in not making a clean riddance of the cor- 
vers of their. field, nor gathering any gleanings, nor 
returning to fetch a forgotten ſheaf; (for theſe were 
the perquiſites of the poor ſtranger, the fatherleſs, 
and the widow) : they were commanded to begin 
their harveſt with offering to the Lord a ſheaf of the 
firſt-fruits, and to end it in a holy convocation, and 
an offering of two loaves, with other ſolemnities. 


Taz beginning of harveſt in the holy land, was 
en the morrow after the feaſt of the paſſover, when 
Z 2 they 
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they preſented their firſt» fruits unto the Lord, not 
only for the whole congregation, but, as it would 
feem, for every particular family, The form of 


words to be pronounced on. this occaſion by him that 


offered the firſt-fruits, is expreſsly recorded in the 
Jewiſh law“; and the wiſe king of Iſrael inforces the 
obedience of this religious precept with the aſſu- 
rance of the heavenly benediction: “ Honour the 
Lord with thy ſubſtance, and with the firſt-fruits 
of thine increaſe; ſo ſhall thy barns be filled with 
plenty, and thy preſſes ſhall burſt out with new 
* wine.” They were forbid to taſte themſelves the 
produce of the year, whether bread, parched corn, 
or green ears, till they had brought the appointed 
offering to their God, as an acknowledgment of his 
dominion, and expreſſion of their gratitude. It 
ſeems to have been a ſignificant ceremony, intended 
to revive that law of nature, That the all-bounteous 
Giver ſhould be honoured with our firſt and beſt. 
And truly, the obſervance of this rule is not only in- 
joined every where in the Moſaic ritual; but may 
be traced as high as the offering of the firſt martyr, 
who brought unto the Lord of the firſtlings of his 
flock; whereas no ſuch thing is obſerved of the firlt 
murderer, to whoſe offering the Lord had no te- 
ſpect. Beſides, when he who crowned the year 
with his goodneſs, required a ſheaf to be given him, 
it might impreſs upon their minds ſuch momentous 
truths as theſe, that we can give nothing to God but 
what we firſt receive from God; that what we pre- 
ſent unto God, cannot be profitable unto him; and 


Deut. xxvi. 3. 1 profeſs this day, that I an 
come into the country, which the Lord fware unte 
our fathers for to give us, A Syrian ready to pe- 


riſh was my father, &c, 
that 


/ 
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that what he requires, is nothing to what he be- 
tows, What is a fiogle ſheaf to all the treaſures of 
the harveſt ? Would he not been a fooliſh Iſraelite, 
who ſhould have regarded his puny ſheaf as an equi- 
valent or price that deſerved at God's hand the rich 
productions of the year? Nor is it leſs abſurd for a- 
ny to imagine, that their moſt uſeful actions can de- 
ſerve the gift of eternal life, that joyful harveſt of. 
light that is ſown for the righteous, and of gladneſs. 
that is ſown for the upright in heart. 


Taz end of harveſt was upon the fiftieth day af- 
ter it begun, This day was ſolemnized with a reli- 
gious aſſembling, and with abſtaining from ſervile 
work, The huſbandman had ſeen the fruits of his 
ground brought to maturity, and teſtified his grati- 
tude by the ſheaf which he offered, with holy rites, 
upon the firſt day; and now he offers upon the fit- 
tieth day two large Joaves of fine flour baken with 
leaven, which are alſo called the ft fruits unta 
the Lord, and were a thank- offering, as well as the 
ſheaf, to that good God who had reſerved for them 
the appointed weeks of the harveſt. On the begin- 
ning of Pentecoſt, they offered with the ſheaf a lamb 
without blemiſh for a burat-offering ; but now their 
gratitude muſt riſe in proportion to the favours they 
receive, and not one Jamb, but ſeven lambs, one 
young bullock, and two rams, mult {ſmoke upon 
Cod's altar. 


We are informed by the hiſtorian of the New 
Teſtament, that this fiftieth day coincided with the 
molt remarkable event of the deſcent of the Holy 
Ghoſt upon the firſt founders gf Chriltianity, 
When the days of Pentecoſt werdfully come, they 
were all with one accord in one place, and. ſud- 
Z. 3 « den:y 
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* denly there came a ſound from heaven, as of a 
* ruſhing mighty wind, and there appeared unto 
them cloven tongues as of fire, and fat upon each 
of them, and they were all filled with the Holy 
*© Ghoſt, and began to ſpeak with tongues, as the 
Spirit gave them mtterance.” By inſpecting the 
hiſtory of the Ifraelites march from Egypt, it will 
alſo be found, that upon this very day the law was 
given at mount Sinai, The conjunction of theſe two 
grand events on the laſt day of the Pentecoſt, ſeems 
not without ſome ſpecial intention in the Holy Ghoſt, 
Fifty days after the deliverance from Egypt was the 
killing letter, or the fiery law given; and fifty days 
after the reſurrection of Chriſt, our better deliver- 
ance, was the quickening Spirit diſpenſed, to write 
the law, not on hard tables of Rone, but on the 
fleſhly tables of the heart, and to qualify the apo- 
{tles to begin a new harveſt, far more important than 
what was now happily finiſhed; a harveſt not of 
corn, but of men, to be reaped by putting the fickle 
of the word of God into the field of the world, 


Sven were the ſacred rites with which the Jews 
began and finiſhed their harveſt ; and, in the lan- 
guage of the New Teſtament, whatever thing is the 
beginning, pledge, and earneſt of more of the ſame 
kind, is ſtiled firſf-jruits, So the firft- fruits of A- 
chaia, denotes the moſt early converts to the Chri- 
ſtian faith in that part of the world; and thoſe be- 
gun graces and conſolations of the Holy Ghoſt, that 
are the earneſt of the eternal inheritance, are deno- 
minate the fir/?-ſruits of the Spirit, But we ſhall 
chiefly obſerve the application of this * to 
Chriſt, and to believers. 


„ cCustsr,“ ſays the inſpired apoſtle, “ is riſen 
« from 
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« from the dead, and become the firſt-fruits of them 
« that ſleep.” May we not hence affirm, that as 
the harveſt is a natural emblem of the end of the 
world, and general reſurrection; ſo the Jewiſh firſt- 
fruits did repreſent the reſurrection of the Son of 


God, The bodies of the ſaints, when depoſited in 
the grave, may be compared to that ſeed which the 


huſbandman commits to the furrows of the field. 
One would imagine, that the grain once buried un- 
der the clod, would never more emerge from under 
it, But conſtant experience aſſures us, that by the 
combined influence of vernal ſhowers and ſuns, it 
will burſt the confinement of the furrow, and re- 
ward the labourer's toil with copious fruit. So, at 
the deſtined hour, the ſleeping duſt of ſaints ſhall 
revive as the corn; the earth ſhall caſt forth her 
dead, and ſhall no more cover her flain; and what 
was ſown in diſhonour, ſhall be raiſed in glory. 
The reſurrection of the corn is an event in the world 
of nature that clearly proves the poſſibility of God's 
raiſing the dead. The reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt 
adyances further ſtill, and evidently proves the cer- 
tainty of our bodies ariſing from the duſt. This 
joyful event not only proclaims in loudeſt accents, 
that the dry bones can live, if it is the pleaſure of 
God to ſend forth his quickening Spirit; but aſſerts, 
in the ſtrongeſt manner, that © he will revive us, 
* he will raiſe us up, and we ſhall live in his fight,” 
Were the firſt fruits reaped before the reſt of the har- 
reſt? So Chriſt the firſt-fruits was firſt raiſed from the 
grave, and afterwards they that are Chriſt's ſhall be 
raiſed at his coming. Were the firſt-fruits a pledge 
and earneſt to the Iſraelites, that the whole harveſt 
ſhould be reaped in due time? The reſurrection of 
Jeſus Chriſt inſures the reſurrection of all his people 
et the appointed ſeaſon, 80 runs the joyful decla- 
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ration in the prophet, ** Thy dead men ſhall live, 
** together with my dead body ſhall they ariſe, A- 
wake and ſing, ye that dwell in duſt.“ 


Bur as the firft-fruits are an emblem of Jeſus 
Chriſt, they no leſs repreſent the faithful, and the 
redeemed from among men. Iſrael,” ſays a pro- 
phet, was holineſs to the Lord, and the firſt-fruits 
of his increaſe,” And an apoſtle affirms, that * of 
* his own will we are begotten by the word of 
« truth, that we ſhould be a kind of firſt fruits of 
* his creatures.“ Let us ſee the reſemblance. The 
firſt-fruits were the unalienable property of the God 
of Iſrael, with which it had been ſacrilege to inter- 
meddle. Even ſo, the redeemed are the portion of 
the Lord; they are not their own, and all who de- 
vour them ſhall offend. The firſt- fruits were given 
by God to the prieſts, as a part of their mainte- 
nance. This puts us in mind of that ſaying of our 
High Prieſt, ©* Thine they were, and thou gaveſt 
them me.” The firſt-fruits were but a ſmall part 
of the harveſt, This may denote the paucity of 
ſaints, who, in compariſon of the multitude, are 
like an handful of corn in the earth. But, laſtly, 
As the firſt-fruits did ſanctify and bleſs the whole 
crop, and in their uſe were better than the reſt, E- 
ven ſo, the people of God, though few and ſmall, 
are the excellent of the earth, and a bleſſing in the 
midft of the land, howeter much they may be un- 
dervalued by worldly men. 


 FovurThLy, The feaſt of the new moon:. 


ſhadows of good things to come by the apo” 


\ S the feaſt of the new moon is placed among the 
| ſtle 


The feaſt” of the neu moons. 
{le of the Gentiles, we muſt not altogether paſs o- 


yer it. Though the beginning of the ſeventh month 


was peculiarly ſacred, the beginnings of all the o- 


ther months were alſo dedicated unto God, and ſo- 


lemnized with holy rites, and exercifes of deyotion, 
On their new moons they refrained fervile work, 
offered extraordinary ſacrifices. , reſorted to the 
prophets, feaſted together, and blowed the filyer 
trumpets, Let us try if we can aſlign the probable 
reaſons of this ſervice, or the moral inſtructions 
that may be learned from. this ſtatute unto. Ifrael, 
and law of the God of Jacob. 


Ax, firſt, Might it not be defigned as an aſerip- 


tion of praiſe and thankſgiving to that glorious Be- 
ing who ſuſpended that ſilver lamp in the blue vault 
of heaven, that it might ſmooth the ſhades of night 
with its chearful borrowed rays, turn the ocean in 
its bed, divide our time, and ſerve the purpoſes 
of vegetation, as well as the golden ruler of the 
day? They acknowledged, by this feſtival, that 


God who is above was the prime mover of this and 


other heavenly luminaries; that to him they were in- 


e ſacrifices for the new moon appointed in the 


Moſaic law, are two young bullocks; one ram, ſe- 


ven lambs, &e. Lev. xxviit. 11. Ezekiot mentions 


but one young bullock, fix lambs, and a ram, chap. 
xlvi. 6. though the church-ſftate which he deſcribes, 
is ſuppoſed to be more glorious than the. former one. 
e ſee from this, the ceremonial law was not de- 
ſgned to be unalterable : for not only the prieſthood 
being changed, (which the apeſtle obſerves, Heb. 


Flt, 12.), but the ſacrifice alſo being changed, (ac- 


cording to Ezekiel), there is made of neeeſſity a 
change alſo of the lau. 
debted 
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debted for all the beneficial effects of theſe excellent 
creatures, Had they intended to addreſs their ho- 
mage to the hoſt of heaven themſelves, and not to 
him who formed them by the breath of his mouth, 
they would no doubt have rather blown their trum- 
pets to the riſing fun, or to the moan at her full, 
when ſhe walks in brightneſs, But God, who is jea- 
lous of his glory, required that he ſhould be prai- 
ſed for this good creature, not when ſhe appears to 
her greateſt advantage, but when ſhe is either alto. 
gether inviſible, or dimly ſeen, like an inconſider- 
able ſtreak of light. By this precaution none can 
ſuſpect, but the ſacred rites were in honour of him 
who made the ſun to rule by day, and the moon 
to rule by night: for his mercy endureth for e- 
& yer.” 


M1GHT it not alſo be intended as a ſolemn recog- 
nition, that God was the ſole proprietor of - their 
times, which are wholly in his hand, and ought to 
be dedicated unto his ſervice? The firſt days of 
their month might be offered to God for the ſame 
reaſons, as the firſt- fruits of their ground, Hereby 
they diſclaimed the ſuperſtition of the Heathen, 
who were diſmayed at the ſigns of heaven, and e- 
ſeemed ſome parcels of their time ill-fated or un- 
Tacky. As every creature of God is good; ſo no 
time is evil, being ſanctiſied by the ſame word of 
God and prayer, If the firſt-fruits be holy, ſo is 
the lump; and if the firſt day of every month be ho- 
ly, the ſubſequent days are conſecrated by it. 


Bur chiefly, as one is apt to look for ſome vo. | 
tices of the Meſſiah in all the legal ordinances, might 
not this monthly feſtival, and eſpecially the feaſt of 


trumpets in the ſeyenth month of their civil, but * of 
their 
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their ſacred year, be viewed by them as a faint ſha- 
dow of the future renovation of all things by Jeſus 
Chriſt? Though we muſt-not be bold in fixing our 
own conjectures upon the Holy Ghoſt, as his un- 
doubted meaning, there ſeems, however, to be a 
conſiderable likeneſs betwixt the blowing of the 
trumpet at the new moon, and the yoice both of 
the goſpel and the archangel, 


Fiksr, It might perhaps be a figure of the new 
face the church ſhould wear in the age of the 
Meſiah. In other places, the univerſal church is 
compared to the moon, and the preaching of the 
goſpel is reſembled to the blowing of a great trum- 
pet. What though we ſhould conſider the old moon 


as an emblem of the Jewiſh œconomy, which, like 


that waneing orb, decayed, waxed old, and vaniſh» 
ed away. But the Chriſtian diſpenſation may be 
compared to the new moon, which, though ſmall 
at firſt, did gradually increaſe, while the ſound of 
the goſpel-trumpet, the voice of our great High 
Prieit, did go into all the earth, and his words un- 
to the end of the world. Who knows but the be- 
lieving Jews might, by this feaſt, expreſs their faith 
and joy in that happy revolution, which the apoſtle 
calls, “the aboliſhing in his fleſh the enmity,» even 
* the law of commandments contained in ordinan- 
ces, to make in himſelf of twain one new man?“ 


Or, laſtly, May we not diſcern, in this monthly 
feſtival, a ſhadow of the awful tranſactions in the great 
and terrible day of the Lord; which ſhall, howe- 
ver, be a joyful period to all true Iſraelites, and the 
time of the reſtitution of all things? This viſible 
world itſelf may be reſembled to a ue ing moon, 
as the faſhion of it paſſes away, But as the new 

moon 
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moon ſucceeded the old, white the prieſt did blow 
with their trumpets; fo when che laſt trumpet ſhall 
ſound, the dead fhall be raifed incorruptible, and 
the living ſhall be changed, this corruptible ſha} put 
on incorruption, and this mortal ſhall put on immor. 
tality, Then ſhall that bleſſed ſtate commence, 
when, according to the ſublime prophet, «: Thy 
*« ſun, O Zion, ſhall be no more thy light by day, 
*« neither for brightneſs ſhall the moon give light 
«© unto thee ; but the Lord ſhall be unto thee an e- 
© xerlaſting light, and thy God thy glory, Thy 
*« ſun ſhall no more go down, neither ſhall thy moon 
<< withdraw itſelf : for the Lord ſhall be thine ever- 
« laſting light, and the days of thy mourning ſhall 
c be ended. 


FiFTHLY, The metaphorical prieſthocd of all Chri- 
ſtians. 


LTHOVUGH the Levitical prieſts were chiefly de- 
ſigned to prefigure the great High Prieſt, as 

has been ſaid, this hinders not to view them allo as 
emblems of all the ſaints, who in every age are cau- 
ſed to approach unto God, that they may dwell in 
the houſe of the Lord for ever. It is true indeed, 
the great propitiatory ſacrifice is already offered, ne- 
ver tobe repeated again; and we cannot ſufficiently 
deteſt that ſacrilegious ufurpation of the Redeemer”: 
glory, by the pretended prieſts in the Roman church, 
who, without any the leaſt warrant from the ſacred 
oracles, give out to their deluded votaries, that they 
offer in the maſs, I know not what unbloody ſacti- 
fice for the ſins of the living and the dead. O impiety 
O abſurdity ! for can any thing be more wicked and 


ſooliſh, than to imagine that Jeſns Chriſt has Bot, 
by 
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by his one offering, for ever perfected all them that. 
are ſanRified, but left his work to be completed by 
a wretched, mumbling, mortal prieſt? We Chri- 
ſtians muſt acknowledge, that all prieſthood, in the 
fri literal ſenſe, is now ceaſed in Chriſt the end 
of the law. But ſtill there is a metaphorical prieſt- 
hood, which the New- Teſtament aſcribes, not to 
the office-bearers in the Chriſtian church, but to all 
Chriſtians without exception. It was the promiſe 
of God to his ancient people, that they ſhould be 
« unto him a kingdom of prieſts ;”” and the phraſe is 
adopted by a New-Teſtament apoſtle, who ſays to 
the whole body of the believers to whom he wrote, 
« Ye are a royal prieſthood.” It was foretold by 
the holy prophets, that men ſhould call the profeſſ- 
ors of the true religion, the iet: of the Lord, and 
the miniflers of our God; that the Gentiles ſhould 
be taken for prieſts and Levites ; that the prieſtly 
tribe ſhould have an offspring numerous as the hoſt 
of heaven, and the ſand of the ſea ;—that in every 
place which the riſing and ſetting ſun ſurveys, in- 
cenſe, and a pure offering, ſhould be offered to the 
true God, "Theſe great and precious promiſes have 
already been, and ſtill more ſhall be fulfilled. The 
company of the redeemed were ſeen by John in vi- 
bon arrayed in white robes, the badge of their prieſt- 
ly charater; and he heard their heavenly ſong of 
praiſe to that loving Saviour that waſhed them from 
heir fins in his own blood, and hath made us kings 
and prieſts unto God, Though the analogy of the 
legal and metaphorical prieſthood may not perhaps 
de ſo ſtriking as betwixt Aaron and Chriſt Jeſus, 

are is not wanting à conſiderable reſemblance, 


Wrxz the Levitical prieſts choſen by God, and 
ſparated to his peculiar ſervice? God hath cho- 
A a , ſen 
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ſen the faithful from the reſt of mankind, and ſet a- 
part him that is godly for himſelf, Were they ta- 
ken in the room of the firſt- born of all the tribes, to 
whom the right of prieſthood ſeems to have origi- 
nally belonged? The people of Chriſt are the ge- 
ncral aſſembly and church of the firſt-born, as all 
God's children are, Were they all deſcended from 
Aaron and Levi? (for unleſs they could prove their 
genealogy, they were put from the prieſthood as pol- 
luted). So all the ſaints are deicendants from Jeſus 
Chriſt, their everlaſting Father, and ought to aſcer- 
tain their heavenly extraction by the documents of 
a holy converſation, They were waſhed with wa- 
ter at their conſecration, and were always to uſe 
the great Javer that ſtood in the entry of the taber- 
nacle when they miniſtered in the ſanctuary. This 
puts us in mind of the waſhing of regeneration, that 
all Chriſtians partake at firſt, and of the frequent re- 
courſe to the fountain of Chriſt's blood in their ho- 
ly ſervices, The oil that anointed them, fignified 
the union of the Spirit, which the faithful receire 
from the holy One. The white garments of fine li- 
nen, is an emblem of the righteouſneſs of the ſaints. 
They were not allowed a ſhare of the earthly Ca- 
naan, as the other tribes: for the Lord ſpake unto 
Aaron, Thou ſhalt have no inheritance in their 
land, nor hare any part among them: I am thy 
part, and thine inheritance,” Was not this 2 live- 
ly type of the ſuperior privilege of his beloved, who 
are delivered from the men of the world, who hare 
their wretched portion in this tranſitory life ? but 
the Lord is their portion, and therefore in him they 
may hope, be their outward ſtate ever ſo indigent. 
The *-remonial purity required of them that bore 
the veſſels of the Lord, denotes, that holineſs be- 

Comes 
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comes the houſe of the Lord for ever, and all who 
worſhip in his temple, 


BuT what are their ſacrifices? Let an apoſtle 
ſpeak this; they are “ ſpiritual ſacrifices, accept- 
« able to God by Jeſus Chriſt.” Perhaps we might 
ſay, to uſe the legal ſtile, there is the mcat-ofering 
of charitable diſtributions ; the drink- offering of pe- 
nitent tears, iſſuing from a broken contrite heart; 
the heave- offering of prayer, and elevated defires ; 
the peace-offering of praiſe and thankſgiving; and 
the whole burnt-offering of the whole man, whe: 
the body is preſented unto God a living ſacrifice, 
when every luſt is mortified, and the very lite ſur- 
rendered for the honour of God in martyrdom, 
which ſometimes is a reaſonable ſervice. Theſe are 
the ſacrifices which all the ſaints ſhould offer, not 
to a unatoned, but te an atoned God, They them- 
ſelves are their temples; and, beſides, they have 
acceſs by faith into heaven, the holieſt of all, Chriſt 
is their altar, that ſanctifies all their gift. His Spi- 
rit is the fire that inflames, and his merit is the ſalt 
that powders all their ſacrifices, when they come 
with acceptance before the preſence of JexHovan,. 
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ow 7 


The birth, lite, death, reſurrection, 
and aſcention of JEsUus CHRIST, 
the trac Meſhah, in whom all the 


Types of the Old "Teſtament are 
fulfilled, | 


HF. ſeventy weeks of Daniel were now elap- 
ſed, and they who looked for ſalvation in Iſ- 
rael, were wrapt in filent expectation of the 
Mleſhah coming in the name of the Lord to fave 
them, Long had the Gentile nations walked in their 
own ways, and the Jews practiſed the ceremonies of 
\loſes, But neither could the precepts of the phi- 
loſopher retrieve the ruins of our fall, nor could the 
carnal ordinances of the law make them perfect who 
tad recourſe unto them, as touching the conſcience, 
or as yet the daily oblation had not ceaſed, nor the 
temple ſmoked in ruin, into which the Metfenger of 
the covenant, according to an ancient prediction, 
vas ſuddenly to come. The ſceptre of David was 
dow funk into the hatchet of a carpenter, and bis 
tebernacle was fallen down. Tiberius ſwayed the 
deptte of Rome; Herod was king in judea; John 
tue Baptiſt had lien fix months in the womb, who 
s to be the harbinger of his coming; and a pro- 
wand peace reigned over the world, as a preſuge of 
A a 3 Ls 
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his birth, whoſe name is called e Prince of peace, 
When the almighty King, who is ever mindful of his 
covenant, diſpatches from the bleſſed abodes the 


angel Gabriel, (none of the leaſt of the heavenly 


throng, and not now firſt employed in embaſſies of 
love to man), to ſalute the blefled virgin, the mo- 
ther of our Lord, The obedient angel flies, and 
punctually diſcharges his commiſhon, But, O ye 
Papiſts, though he honours her as a faint, he wor. 
ſhips her not as a goddeſs, A new thing indeed it 
was in the earth, that a virgin ſhould conceive; but 
by nd means impoſhble unto the Holy Ghoſt to bring 
about by his overſhadowing power. If once a wo- 
man was formed out of the ſubſtance of a man, why 
hould not that ſame divine power be fully able to 
produce a man out of the ſubſtance of a woman ! 
May we not humbly judge, that it came from him 
who is wonderful in counſel, and excellent in work- 
ing, that for the general honour of our nature, the 
Saviour did ſpring from that feeble ſex which was 
firſt in the tranſgreſſion? For © as the woman is ct 
the man, even ſo alſo the man is by the woman: 
but all things are of God.“ O condeſcending 
Saviour, bleſſed, beyond all peradventure, was tit 
womb that bare thee, and thoſe paps that gave thee 
ſuck : nor is it eaſy to conceive how a ſinful woman 
could be more highly honoured, than to carry tet 
in her womb, unleſs by having thee formed in ber 
heart, 


HERE let us forego all idle ſpeculations, abo® 
what other methods were poſhble ro God, by whict 
to ſend forth his Son into our lower world; and let 
us rather be willing to diſcern the characters of wil- 
dom that are evidemly inſtamped upon this diſpenſa- 


tion, ſuch as it is. For had a bedy been prepares 
him 
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him of nothing, of the duſt of the ground, or of 
ſome heavenly materials, he would not been of the 
ſame fleſh and blood with thoſe he intended to re- 
deem, Or had it been produced in the ordinary 
method of human generation, he would have been 
involved in the ſame guilt of Adam's originating fin 
with the reſt of mankind, whom he repreſented in 
the firſt broken covenant. As in the former caſe, 
his relation to us would (for what appears) been too 
remote; ſo in the latter, he would (in all appear- 
ance) been too like us, not only in the qualities of 
our natures, but in the guilt of our perſons, But 
now he is born of a woman, and therefore of our 
bone and of our fleſh, And becauſe his mother 1s a 
virgin, we eaſily underſtand how he is holy, undefi- 
led, and ſeparated from ſinners, But here a difa- 
culty ariſes to our thoughts: for if ſhe is a virgin 
that ſhall be with child by the Holy Ghoſt, who 
ſhall preſerve her character from the unjuſt aſper- 
ſions of the world? It is far more fitting, that her 
holy child Jeſus ſhall confirm the truth of his divine 
extraction, by the tenor of his deportment, when 
adult, than that ſhe ſhall be the aſſerter of it. There- 
fore ſhe is betrothed unto a huſband, who is at once 
the witneſs and the guardian of her virginity, 


BuT leaving the ſacred embryo to be curiouſly 
wrought in the lower parts of the earth by the fin- 
gers of the Almighty, let us next ſee in what man- 
ner the heavenly infant was uſhered into the light, 
For thou Bethlehem- Fphratah, though little a- 
** mong the thouſands of Judah,” according to the 
prophets, ** ſhalt give birth to the Ruler of Iſrael.“ 
But though the bleſſed virgin can trace her genealo- 
Zy from David, and from Abraham, ſhe is a reſi- 
dent of Nazareth, from whence no prophet was ex- 


pected 
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pected to ariſe, How then ſhall the prediction be 
accompliſhed? The emperor of Rome iſſues a royal 
edict, that all his large dominion ſhall be taxed, 
He meant to fill his coffers with money; but a great- 
er Sovereign than he intended the fulfilling of his 
promiſes, While every man repairs to his city to 
be taxed, in obedience to the imperial mandate, 
Joſeph his father, as was ſuppoſed, repairs among 
the reſt to Bethlehem, 'the city of his family, being 
of the houſe and lineage of David. And now he is 
arrived with Mary, his eſpouſed wife, who being 
near the time of her delivery, had been directed by 
providence, or ſpecial inſtint, to accompany her 
huſband on this occaſion, No coſtly palace receives 
our wearicd travellers. A common inn is the place 
of his nativity, Perhaps a filent intimation, that he 
himſelf ſhould be a common Saviour, Nor even in 
the inn could a commodious apartment be ſpared to 
the Lord of heaven and earth. Ye men of Bethle- 
hem, what a gueſt did you exclude! The coarſe 
accommodation of the manger was all his mo- 
ther could obtain for her tender infant. Lo! there 
HE lies wrapt in ſwaddling cloaths, whom the hea- 
ven of heavens cannot contain! Hz is aſſociated 
with the herds in the ſtall, whom all the angels a- 
dore! For this is HE, believe it, ye children cf 
men, whoſe name is Immanuel, which by interpre- 
tation is, God with us! This is ur, who ſrom all 
everlaſting was the brightneſs of the Father's glory, 
the expreſs image of his perſon, who rejoiced al- 
ways before him, and was daily his delight! This 
is HE who was in the form of God, and thought it 
not robbery to be equal with God; but for ovr fal- 
vation he is clothed in fleſh and blood, and now be. 
come a helpleſs feeble infant! O ye beautiful 


i f ce 
ſcenes of the creation, thou glorious ſun, thou ſilrer 
moos, 
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moon, and all ye glittering ſtars, in you the inviſi- 
ble things of God are clearly ſeen ; but now you are 
eclipſed by the more excellent glory, God manifeſt- 
ed in the fleſh. Come hither, ye that thirſt for cu- 
rious knowledge, and loſe yourſelyes in thankful 
admiration, For the perſon of the eternal Word, 
by whom all things were made, is found in the like- 
neſs of man, is become as our brother, that ſucked 
the breaſts of our mother, Not that he ſtripped 
himſelf of any divine perfection, or ceaſed to be what 
he was; but by a moſt ineffable act of condeſcenſion 
and power, he has vailed the glory of his divinity, 
and become what he was not, by aſſuming a portion 
of our humanity to ſubſiſt in his own perſonality, 
0 myſterious infant, the glory of our race, who art 
not aſhamed to call us brethren. Now thou art ful- 
ly able to give our ranſom unto God, and the re- 
demption of our ſouls, though precious, ſhall not 
ceale for ever. 


Wrar charming melody is that breaking the fi- 
lence of the night, and taſting Frong of heaven? It 
is a myltitude of the heaverly hoſt praiſing God in 
ſtrains of higheſt rapture, O ſhepherds, bicfled 
were your ears, to hear ſuch early tidings of a Sa- 
viour born in the city of David. Though your 
heads were wet with dew, and your Iccks with the 
drops of the night; yet none of the princes of this 
world could boaſt of ſuch an honour, But, lo! 
three eaſtern ſages, conducted by a wondrous ſtar, 
or glittering meteor, come from a far country, to 
leek and worſhip the princely babe of Bethlehem, 
They are not ſcandalized at the inglorious figure the 
infant king did caſt ; but perceiving the rays of Dei- 
ty, eren through the vail of fleſh, (fuch is the power 
of faith), they not only offer unto him coſtly pre- 
ſents, 
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Tents, but addreſs him with divine honours. A ſad 
preſage, ye children of the kingdom, that © many 
* ſhall come from the eaſt, and from the weſt, and 
from the ſouth, and from the north, and ſhall fit 
* down with Abraham, with Iſaac, and with Ja- 
cob, in the kingdom of God, when you Your- 
& ſelves ſhall be caſt out.” In vain does the beſot- 
ted tyrant of Judea think to reverſe the high de- 
crees of heaven, by iſſuing out a bloody mandate to 
murder the tender innocents, While their infant- 
blood defiles the ſtreets of Bethlehem, Egypt herſelf 
ſhall be a ſanctuary to the young Prince of peace. 
Be comforted, ye mothers, whoſe lovely babes hare 
periſhed in ſo good a cauſe, and received ſuch an 
early crown, In a little time the cruel murderer 
ſhall feel the weight of ſo many juſt curſes upon his 


guilty head, and the Meſſias ſhall reign in ſpite of 
his infariate and feeble rage. 


We cannot reaſonably doubt, but the young Re- 
deemer gave early proots of his divine original. It 
was no doubt a very pleaſing employment to the 
highly-favoured parents, to rear up-this tender plant 
by a thouſand endearing offices, to mark the firl 
buddings of his genius more than mortal, and to ob- 
ſerve the bloſſoms of every heavenly grace that a. 
dorned his holy ſoul, But as it hath ſeemed good 
to the wiſdom of the Holy Ghoſt, to be very ſparing 
in the hiſtory of his private life, after he called his 
Son out of Egypt, we muſt be content to remain in 
ignorance of what is not revealed, Yet as a ſpec 
men of the reſt, one remarkable occurrence is trat- 
mitted down to our knowledge, concerning the ho- 
ly child Jeſus. He had numbered but twelve revo!- 
ving years, when accompanying his religious pare” 
to the ſolemn feſtival of the paſſover, young 4 , 

Was 


as, 
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was, he could maintain a diſpute even with the doc- 
tors in the temple. His parents not ſuſpecting where 
he was, ſeek him with ſorrowful hearts, and the 
third day reſtores him to their longing. eyes, Wilt 
ye not that he had the buſineſs of his heavenly Fa- 
ther to look after, and that he needs not your pater- 


.nal care! For though his parents ſhould both for- 


ſake him, the Lord will take him up. Ye learned 
doors, little thought you, that the amazing child, 
who talked with you to the great admiration of eve— 
ry beholder, was he of whom the prophet ſays, 
* To us a child is born, to us a Son is given: and 


« his name ſhall be called Wonderful, Counſellor, 
and the mighty God.“ 


For the ſpace of thirty years he lurked in obſcu- 
ity in the contemptible village of Nazareth. Who 
would have ſuſpected that the Son of the carpenter 
was himſelf the everlaſting Father; and the Creator 
of all the ends of the earth? But now the time 1s 
come when he ſhews himſelf unto Iſrael. What ve- 
nerable perſon is he, who, like the ancient Elias, 
wears a hairy garment, and in the villages of the 
wilderneſs preaches the doctrine of repentance, talks 
of the kingdom of heaven being at hand, of the axe 
to the root, the fan to the wheat, and the chaff to 
tae fre? It is the forerunner of Chriſt, ** the voice 
* of one crying in the wilderneſs, Prepare ye the 
we, of the Lord.“ See how the multitudes flock 
ater him, to his baptiſm ; even Chriſt himſelf con- 
deſeends to be baptized of him. The hoary Baptiſt 
wonders that the Maſter ſhould come to the ſervant, 
Who was not worthy to perform the meaneſt office to 
ſuch an exalted Dignitary. But „thus it became 
„him to ſalfil all righteouſneſs.“ Once he was cir- 
cumciſed; to ſanctiſy the church that then was, to 


honour 


) 
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honour the divine ordinances, and to teſtify.that he 
was a debtor todo the whole law. And now he is bap- 
tized, to ſanctify the church that is to be, and to 
confirm his faith by this expreſſive ſign in the pro- 
miſe of his everlaſting Father. For though he geed- 
ed not the waſhing of regeneration, (as we); yet 
when he deſcended into the baptiſmal waters, it ſig- 


— 


niſied the large effuſion ef the Spirit upon his ſacred 


humanity, to qualify him fully for his high and ſa- 
ving work. And may we not alſo think, that when 
he aſcended from the conſecrated ſtream, into which 
he went down with willing ſteps, he was then aſſu- 
red, that in like manner he ſhould lift up his head a- 
bove the waters of adverſity, and emerge victorious 
from under the billows of his Father's wrath? 0 
Jordan, it was a ſtrange thing that befel thee, when 
thy waters drove back their courſe at the preſence of 
God, and when Elijah {mote them with his mantle: 
but much more ſtrange is this, that he who, poured 
them into thy bed, and made the dry land and the 
fountains of waters, is now waſhed in thy hallowed 
wave; while from on high the heavens are opened, 
a voice is heard from the excellent glory, and the 
Holy Ghoſt, in the likeneſs of a dove, deſcends up- 


on him, 


Now let us follow the illuſtrious Redeemet from 
the banks of Jordan unto the ſolitary wilderneſs, 
where Moſes the giver, and Elias the reſtorer of the 
law, faſt-d forty days, and where the ancient I- 
raelites p:»yvoked him forty years, There too 
the grea {:)filler of the law, during the ſpace of 
forty day abſtains from food, being ſupported by 
a divine p-wer, and fed with holy cohtemplation. 
But afterwards he feels the gnawing power of hun- 


ger, to expate the luxury of Adam in the garden of 
. paradiſe, 
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paradiſe, and to demonſtrate the truth of his huma- 
nity. When, lo ! the ſubtle enemy is permitted to 
aſſault his virtue by ſundry inſnaring artifices, But 
all his efforts are baffled by this Captain of our ſalva- 
tion, Think it not ſtrange, O humble ſoul, if this 


malicious ſpirit ſhall tempt with reſtleſs importunity, 


eren to the moſt atrocious crimes, and ſhall abuſe 
eren the ſacred oracles to this vile purpoſe. He 
came unto the glorious Head, in- all points tempted 
like as we are. But being reſiſted by the ſword of 
the Spirit, which is the word of God, he betakes 
himſelf to ſhameful flight, 


LET us now proceed to trace the molt intereſting 
ſteps of our Redeemer's life, when he dwelt among 
us in our fleſh, And ſhall we firſt liſten unto him as 
a teacher come from God? With what inimitable 
authority ! with what irreſiſtible wiſdom, impar- 
tial freedom, undaunted boldneſs, unwearied dili- 
gence, burning zeal! with what homely plainneſs, 
condeſcending humility, tender compaſhon, amiable 
meekneſs, long-ſuffering patience, divine delight, 
did he preach righteouſneſs in the great congrega- 
tion ! how eloquent ! how pathetic ! how mighty in 
the ſcriptures! But who can enumerate all the 
wonderful works which by his own power, and for 
the manifeſtation of his own glory, he effected? The 
raging element of water he ſtills with a powerful 
word, and walks upon its rolling ſurges. Trees 
withered at his rebuke ; fiſhes have paid his tribute, 
How often did he give ſight to the blind, hearing to 
the deaf, ſpeech to the dumb, ſtrength to the weak, 
health to the diſeaſed, purity to the deſiled? Even 
ſtrong death could not retain his priſoners, when he 
cave the high command. Never were words ſo gra- 
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cious as thoſe he ſpake, Never were works ſo gle. 
rious as thoſe he did, 


PExHAPS it might be inquired, In what palace he 
dwelt ? what riches he poſſeſſed ? what princes was 
he acquainted with? But though he calls the filyer 
and the gold his own, if he pays tribute, a fiſh ſup. 
plies him with money; if he rides, he muſt borrow 
an aſs. He built the ſky, and had not where to lay 
his head. He prepares the corn, and was fed at 
the table of others, O poverty! how doſt thou ex- 
poſe to contempt even the greateſt wiſdom, and moſt 
ſolid virtue, in this degenerate world! But though 
he was rich, for our ſakes he became poor, and by 
his poverty we ſhall be enriched, 


Tux faithleſs and perverſe generation among 
whom he converſed, not content with rejecting his 
heavenly doctrines, blaſpheming his miracles, and 
ſtaining his moral character with the moſt odious im- 
putations, arrived at that enormous pitch of wicked- 
neſs, as on many occaſions to thirſt for his blood. 
Sometimes they take up ſtones to caſt at him, as an 
abominable wretch, unworthy to breathe the vital 
air; and ſometimes they lead him to the brow of. an 
hill, with an impious intention to caſt him down, 
though in the village where he was born, and though 
a while before they wondered at the gracious words 


that proceeded out of his mouth, 


No x was the concluſion of the ſcene unlike its be- 
ginning, Even to the laſt we find him a man of ſor- 
rows. Is it nothing to you, O ye children of men? 
Much every way. For by his bloody ſweat you are 
purged, by his condemnation you are abſolved, by 


his bonds you are looſed, by his death you ate 
quickened, 
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quickened, and by his ſtripes you are healed, Nor 
muſt we regard the laſt diſmal ſufferings of the Re- 
Jdeemer in the light of an affecting tragedy, but of an 
evangelical hiſtory. 


ALREADY he had made his triumphant,though low - 
[entrance into Jeruſalem, riding upon an aſs, amid 
the acclamations of the populace, in accompliſhment 
of an ancient ptediction. His eye had melted in ten- 
der compaſſion over the bloody city. He had eat 
the laſt paſſover, and inſtituted the new ſolemnity of 
the ſupper. Many excellent diſcourſes he had made 
to his ſorrowful diſciples; and by the ſignificant ce- 
remony of waſhing their feet, he ſtrongly inculcated 
how by love we ſhould ſerve one another in all hu- 
mility, But as once we ſaw him in the wilderneſs, 
ſet us now attend him into that garden of Gethſe- 
mane, the ſcene of his dreadful agony, where he 
trode the wine-preſs -alone, or rather was troden 
in the wine-preſs of his Father's wrath, where he 
was in all the myſteries of woe, where he beheld the 
angry face of God, and felt the ſting of death, long 
harpened (if we may uſe the expreſſion) upon the 
(tony tables of the law, infixed into his very ſoul, 
See how he lies all proſtrate on the ground, and 
preſſed out of meaſure with an inviſible load, till 
large red drops of blood iſſue from every opened 


pore! What words were theſe, O Saviour, that 


dropped from thy lips in this ſore and bloody conflict, 
when in the molt fervent manner thou didſt depre- 
cate the bitter cup? Was it the proſpeRt of thy 
cruel death? Was it the terror of thy crucifixion, 
hat made thee to ſtand aphaſt, and to ſhrink back 
with ſhuddering horror? O no, Thy martyrs 
are rejoiced even in the ſterneſt tribulations, have 
vid defiance to all the variety of torture, and reſo- 
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lately met the king of terrors in his moſt formidable 
armour. For they beheld the face of God clad with 
ſweet ſmiles, while their afflictions did abound; 
But thine it was to know the power of God's anger; 
according to his fear, ſo is his wrath, It was the 
durden of our guilt, and it was the lively ſenſe of the 
Altrghty's indignation, that filled thee with ſuch az 
mazing anguiſh, and extorted from thy human na- 
ture confeſſion of diſtreſs, in tears and groans, and 


prayers to him that was able to ſave thee from 
death, 


Bur he ſurvives the bloody ſweat, being {trength- 
ened by an angel, and ſupported by his own divini- 
ty; when, lo, the perfidious traitor comes, and 
dares approach to falute with a treacherous kiſs 
thoſe lips that knew no guile. For the wretched 
gain of thirty pieces of ſilver, the price of a flare 
when puſhed by an ox that he died, (a goodly price 
that he was-prized at by them!), did this miſerable 
finger betray his Lord and Maſter, O curſed luſt of 
gold ! to what enormous crimes canft thou urge on 
the human mind! But who are thefe he brings a- 
long with him? Romans and Jews ſent from the 
bigh prieſts, © Why do the Heathen rage, and the 
** people imagine a vain thing, to plot againſt the 
„ Lord, and his Anointed ?” Againſt whom do 
they come thus equipt with ſwords and ſtaves. — 
But what is this ?—they go backward, and fall to 
the ground. Underſtand, ye wicked, that he 1s 
able to ſlay you with the breath of his mouth, and 
caſt you down beyond the poſſibility of arifing. But 
his hour is now come.—Take him—and lead bim 2. 
Way. Let the diſciples retire at the permiſhon of 
their Lord. And thou, Peter, put up thy ſword— 
leave vengeance unto God. 


THtE 
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Taz breath of our noſtrils, the Anointed of the 
Lord is taken in their pits. He is bound like a ma- 
lefactor, who proclaims liberty to the captives ! 
Eaſily could he act the Samſon, upon this occaſion, - 
But the juſtice of his Father forbids it, and the cords 
of his own love, {tronger than all fetters, hold him 
faſt. Where do they lead him but to the high prieſt, 
as a lamb to the {laughter !—ln vain does the 
conſcience of Pilate remonſtrate the innocency of 
the pannel. In vain does the wife of Pilate diſſuade 
from ſanguinary methods, and tell about her ominous 
dream the preceding night. The filly. judge, inti- 
midated by the threats, and dunned by the inceſſant 
clamour of the mob, delivers Jeſus unto their will, 
and releaſes unto them the murderer whom they 
preferred. - What barbarous indignities were. done 
unto him, both before and after he received his ſen- 
tence, may juſtly raiſe our wonder, while they ex- 
cite our deteſtation. Lo, he is exceedingly filled 
with contempt, being forced to wear the ludicrous 
enſigns of majeſty, His crown is a wreath of thorns, 
His ſceptre a reed. The Judge of Iſrael is ſmitten 
with a rod reproachfully. He hides not his face from 
ſhame and ſpitting. They reſt not here, for his 
back is prepared for the tearing ſcoyrge. In theſe. 
circumſtances of diſgrace, he is denied by his enly 
apoſtle who had the courage to follow him, O Pe- 
ter, hear you not the witneſſes accuſing him falle- 
ly? ls this your kindneſs to your friend? Where 
is now your confident boaſting ? But ſo it was fore- 
told by Chriſt, and for this let us paſs the tune of 
our ſojourning here in fear. 


An how have we made him to ſerve with our ini— 
qfities! For panting and ſpent with toil, and co- 
ered with blood and ſweat, he bears his croſs, 
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„His viſage is marred more than any man's, and 
& his form than the ſons of men.” And now he is 
arrived at the appointed place for conſummating this 
melancholy ſcene, His garments are parted, The 
aſſembly of the wicked incloſe him round. They 
Pierce his hands and feet. See how he hangs ſuſ- 
pended on the racking croſs, betwixt the heavens 
and the earth! No fountain relieves his parching 
thirſt ! No angel ftrengthens him from heaven! No 
Peter draws a {word in his quarrel! His inexpreſſ- 
able torments are not able to command one tear from 
the unpitying ſpectators, who ſhake the head at him 
in cruel ſcorn, wreſt his words, and mock his prayers! 
Even the ſun withdraws his light! O golden 
ruler of the day, didſt thou fly the pain of thy Ma- 
ker? Or was it incenſed juſtice, that arreſted thy 
beams from giving light unto the ſuffering Surety ! 
But more horrid was the darkneſs of his ſoul, when 
thou, O heavenly Father, with-held the pleaſing 
beams of thy countenance. ** Perſecuted, but not 
« forſaken,” may be the motto of the ſuffering ſaint, 
but not of the ſuffering Saviour, Even in this hour 
and power of darkneſs he caſts not his confidence a- 
way, but having commended his mother to a beloved 
apoſtle, and his ſpirit unto his beloved Father, he 
bows the head, and renders up the ghoſt. The 
earth quakes. The dead ariſe. The temple rends 
her vail. Then were ye ſpoiled, O principalities 
and powers. Then juſtice was ſatisfied, the lav 
was magnified, The mighty work which had em- 
ployed the thoughts of God from all everlaſting, and 
which ſhall be the ſubje& of the moſt delightful con- 
templation to all the redeemed company world with- 
out end, did then receive its conſummation. 


O THAT this dying love of God might dwell for 
ever 
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ever in our thoughts, conſtrain us to every duty, 
and deter us from every fin! Muſt the Son of God 
expiate with ſuch direful ſufferings, fin, not his own? 
What then muſt they endure for their own fins, who 
refuſe to learn from this amazing example, the infi- 
nite evil of that abominable thing ? 


GREAT was thy victory, O death, when even the 
Son of God ſlept in the chamber of the tomb, a pri- 
ſoner of darkneſs, a pale and ghaſtly corpſe. But 
woe unto us if the goſpel-hiſtory bad left him in the 
ſent grave. Then had the expectation of the poor 
periſned; then had his promiſe failed for ever; then 
had we been ſtill in our ſins, unpurged, unpardoned. 
But the third day beheld him emerging from the 
darkſome grave. In vain they ſet a watch, and ſeal 
the ſtone, It is not poſſible he can be held. The 
wounds of his body are miraculouſly healed ; the ſe- 
parated ſpirit is re-united by a divine power, before 
he ſaw corruption ; and he ariſes as a man refreſhed 
with ſleep ſprings from his bed, when the morning 
ſhines with purple radiance. No more ſhall infirmi- 
ty clog thy fleſh, or ſorrow cloud thy brow, O riſen 
Saviour, No more ſhall death reduce thee under his 
gloomy power, Thy warfare is accompliſhed, and 


thou haſt received of the Lord's hand double for all 
our fins, 


O EARTH, why didſt thou quake? and what diſ- 
turbed your repoſe, ye Aleeping bones? It was at 
the preſence of the God of Jacob, who lately was 
crucified in weakneſs, but now he is raiſed in power. 
The earth caſts forth her dead. Sleep on, ye remain- 
ing priſoners of the duſt, a time, a time will come, 
When ye too ſhall awake and fing, and aſcend to meet 
him in the air, Ye livipg ſaints, rejoies that death 
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is ſwallowed up in victory. The grave, that hun- 
gry monſter, catching the bait of his humanity, 
was not aware of the hook of his divinity, and ſwal- 
lowed its own deſtruction. Naw may we reſt in full 
aſſurance, that all our debt is paid, when by the or- 
der of the creditor, the Surety is taken from priſon 
and from judgment, For lo, a ſhining miniſter, 
whoſe countenance is as lightning, and his raiment 
white as ſnow, deſcends to roll away the tone from 
the holy ſepulchre! For fear of him the keeper 
did ſhake, and became as dead mer. No doubt he 
was fully able to have removed the ſtone, who had 
power to lay down his life, and had power to take 
it up again. For even the pillars of heaven tremble, 
and are aſtoniſhed at his reproof. But it was the 
will of the eternal Father, that theſe excellent and 
glorious creatures round his throge ſhould put this 
token of reſpect upon their Lord and ours, even in 
his loweſt humiliation. Hail happy day, on which 
a more glorious work was finiſhed, than when he 
planted the heavens, and laid the foundations of 
the earth! May that ſweet day of ſacred reſt be the 
joy of our ſouls! Then may we often join with God 
and angels in remembring this molt illuſtrious work, 
A FINISHED REDEMPTION | 


Tux victory is complete, what remains but the 
Vidor ſhall triumph? The atoning ſacrifice is offer- 
ed, what remains but that the High Prieſt ſhall en- 
ter within the vail ? Forty days he converſes with 
his diiciples, inſtructing them in the nature of his 
kingdom by his heavenly diſcourſes, and confirming 
them in the certainty of his re ſurrection by his fre- 
quent apparitions. Then does he lead them out 23 


far as Bethany and the mount of Olives, By that 
| "+ or 
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way he once came to his ignominious croſs, and by 
that way he returns to his glorious crown, And 
how did he employ the laſt parting moments, but in 
bleſſing his beloved apoſtles, and aſſuring them of 
his being ever preſent with them in the diſcharge of 
their office, even when they ſhould ſee him again no 
more ? 


Courp we have ſtood among that favoured few, 
who witneſſed this glorious tranſaction, then would 
we have ſeen him ſlowly aſcending from the earth, 
not ſnatched as Elijah in a whirlwind, till an obe- 
dient cloud receives him from the ſight of the aſtoniſh- 
ed gazers, who had already ſeen enough to ſatisfy their 
faith, © Be lifted up, ye everlaſting doors of paradiſe, 
that the King of glory may come in.“ Liſten to the 
triumphant ſhout wherewith the bleſſed aſſembly hail- 
ed his arrival. Obſerve the trophies of his victory, 
the blunted ſting of death, and the keys of hell and 
the grave. Great was the pomp, thou Sinai didit 
behold, when the holy One deſcended on thy top, 
and out of his right hand went a fiery law; but 
greater doubtleſs was the pomp, when he aſcended 
on high, leading captivity captive, after he had mag- 
nified the law, and made it honourable, 


Now reign for ever, bleſſed Lord Jeſus, upon 
thy heavenly throne, For ever ſhall a crown of glo- 
ry incircle thy radiant head. No more ſhalt thou 
complain of a ſorrowful ſoul, or a forſaking God. 
With what infinite ſatisfaction ſhalt thou for ever re- 
rolre thy paſt agonies, and ſee the travel of thy ſoul ! 
Obedient angels caſt their crowns before thee. With 
thee ſhall the church militant ſwell their ſong even in 
mis yale of tears. And unto thee ſhall the triumph- 
Akt 
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aut church aſcribe eternal praife, ſaying with a loud 
voice, Worthy is the Lamb that was lain, to re- 
« ceiye power, and riches, and wiſdom, and ſtrength, 
* and honour, and glory, and bleſſing.” To join 
the ſongs on high, may we alſo in thy due time be 
brought! Amen, 
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| Six, thou only evil in which there is no good, 
thou ſuperfluity of naughtineſs, thou quinteſ- 
ſence of what is odious and execrable, whoſe 
nature is entirely oppoſite to that of God, and the 
reverſe of his holy law, who claimeſt the devil for 
thy fire, while death, and hell, and miſery, con- 
feſs thee for their only parent ! how haſt thou trou- 
bled all the creation ! upon what creatures haſt thon 
not tranſmitted thy baleful influence ! 


Ir angels of darkneſs, once the angels of light, 
how are vou fallen! how changed! how is your 
fine gold become dim ! What pluckt you from your 
ſtarry manſions, where you did walk with God high 
in ſalvation in the climes of bliſs? You were the 
angels that ſinned ; therefore you could not keep 
your firſt and happy ſtate, but were driven out from 
God, flung from eternal ſplendors to everlaſting hor- 
rors. The crown is fallen from your head: woe 
* unto us, for you have ſinned.” 


Ye ſons of men, once were you bleſſed with in- 
nocence and peace, in the morning of your exiſt- 
ence, when our grand parents firſt lifted to the hea- 
vens their wondering eyes, and repoſed themſelyes 
in the bliſsful bowers of paradiſe, that happy gar- 
cen, planted by the Lord, and fitted out for their 
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reception. The underſtanding was bright as the 
light, The will, all pure and holy, reigned queen 
of the affections, and ſwayed them with a golden 
ſceptre. The memory was faithful to his truſt, be. 
ing repleniſhed only with good things. And O how 
peaceful was the conſcience ! how ſerene ! Nothing 
unholy was hatched in the heart, or uttered by the 
lips, or manifeſted by the actions. Diſeaſe had not 
invaded our body; death would not have diſſolved 
our frame, We ſhould have been ſtrangers to the 
miſeries of life, and to the dreary manſions of the 
grave, But fin, that curſed monſter, fin hath 
quenched our intellectual light; hath inthralled the 
will to vile unruly paſhons ; hath vitiated the memo- 
ry, tenacious now of evil ; hath baniſhed true peace 
from the conſcience. Some are haraſſed with dire- 
ful apprehenſions, and conſumed away with fearful 
terrors. What multitudes are ſtretched on the bed 
of pain! It was fin which bade the head to ake, fe- 
vers to revel through our veins, convulſions ſhake 
the human frames, and agues agitate our bodies, 


SrE there in that houſe of mourning the pale and 
ghaſtly corpſe extended on the bed. Deſcend into 
the ſilent grave, and view the putrefying fleſh, and 
the mouldering bones. Ah! where are we! To 
what are we reduced! Is this that heaven-laboured 
form, which wore the divine reſemblance! Yes, 
yes: Sin entered into the world, and death by fin; 
and ſo death paſſed upon all men, for that all have 
« ſinned.“ 


Bur can we venture lower ſtill in our meditations 
into thoſe diſmal regions, where God's mercies are 
clean gone, and where he will be favourable no 


more ? Hear how they ſhriek and roar ;: ſee = 
they 
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they toſs in the lake that burneth with ſire and brim- 
ſtone! Unhappy beings, what brought you to that 
place of torment ? We are filled with the fruit 
« of our own ways, and are reaping the wages of 
te fin,” Yes; it was fin which laid the foundation- 
ſtone of your priſon, and filled it with theſe inex- 
hauſted treaſures of wrath and indignation, 


Nor in the rational creation only we diſcern the 
fatal evils of this accurſed thing. The whole cre- 
« ation groaneth and travelleth in pain together un- 
« til now.” Once it died of a dropſy of waters in 
the days of Noah, and ſhortly-will expire in a fever 
of flames, when the heavens ſhall paſs away with a 
great noiſe, and the elements ſhall-melt with fervent 
heat, Even now the huſbandman, conſcious of the 
ſieklineſs of nature, acts like phyſician to the earth. 
Sometimes he opens her veins with the plough, and 
covers with foil, as with a ſtrengthening plaſter; 
ſometimes lays her aſleep, by ſuffering to lie. fallow 
for a time, Without theſe neceſſary precautions ſhe 
would refufe to yield her increaſe, and cleanneſs of 
teeth would be in all our borders, 


IT is a ſmall thing for ſin thus to affect the whole 
creation, The garden of Gethſemane knows, and 
Calvary can tell, how fin hath affected even the great 
Creator, Bread of life, why waſt thou hungry? 
Fountain of life, why waſt thou thirſty? Why waſt 
thou a man of ſorrows, O thou Conſolation of Iſ- 
rael? Thou Glory of the human race, wherefore 
walt thou a reproach of men, and deſpiſed of the 
people? Thy viſage was more marred than any 
man, and thy form than the ſons of men. Sin nail- 
ed thee to the croſs; ſin ſtabbed thee to the heart; 
bn, like a thick impenetrable cloud, eclipſed thy Fa- 
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peaceful was the conſcience ! how ſerene ! Nothing 


unholy was hatched in the heart, or uttered by the 
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terrors. What multitudes are ſtretched on the bed 
of pain! It was ſin which bade the head to ake, fe- 
vers to revel through our veins, convulſions ſhake 
the human frames, and agues agitate our bodies, 


Sr E there in that houſe of mourning the pale and 
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the ſilent grave, and view the putrefying fleſh, and 
the mouldering bones. Ah! where are we! To 
what are we reduced! Is this that heaven- laboured 
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they 
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they toſs in the lake that burneth with ſire and brim- 
ſtone! Unhappy beings, what brought you to that 
place of torment? *© We are filled with the fruit 
« of our own ways, and are reaping the wages of 
„ ſin.“ Yes; it was fin which laid the foundation- 
ſtone of your priſon, and filled it with theſe inex- 
hauſted treaſures of wrath and indignation, 


Nor in the rational creation only we diſcern the 
fatal evils of this accurſed thing. The whole cre- 
« ation groaneth and travelleth in pain together un- 
« til now.” Once it died of a dropſy of waters in 
the days of Noah, and ſhortly-will expire in a fever 
of flames, when the heavens ſhall paſs away with a 
great noiſe, and the elements ſhall melt with fervent 


heat. Even now the huſbandman, conſcious of the 


ſieklineſs of nature, acts like phyſician to the earth, 
Sometimes he opens her veins with the plough, and 
covers with ſoil, as with a ſtrengthening plaſter; 
ſometimes lays her aſleep, by ſuffering to lie. fallow 
for a time, Without theſe neceſſary precautions ſhe 
would refufe to yield her inereaſe, andcleanneſs of 
teeth would be in all our borders, 


IT is a ſmall thing for ſin thus to affect the whole 
creation, The garden of Gethſemane knows, and 
Calvary can tell, how fin hath affected even the great 
Creator, Bread of life, why waſt thou hungry ? 
Fountain of life, why waſt thou thirſty? Why walt 
thou a man of ſorrows, O thou Conſolation of Iſ- 
rael? Thou Glory of the human race, wherefore 
waſt thou a reproach of men, and deſpiſed of the 
people? Thy viſage was more marred than any 
man, and thy form than the ſons of men. Sin nail- 
ed thee to the croſs; fin {tabbed thee to the heart ; 
bn, like a thick impenetrable cloud, eclipſed thy Fa- 
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ther's countenance te thy diſconſolate ſoul; ſin laid 
thee in a grave, O thou Reſurrection and the Life, 


Wu would have believed, that the enemy would 
have entered within the gates of the heavenly Jeru- 
ſalem, pulled angels from their thrones, and brought 
even God himſelf from his high habitation, from 
excellent glory, from ineffable joys, to poverty and 
reproach, to forrow and tribulation, and to the moſt 
inglorious death 


O uA burden! under whoſe weight ſuch mul- 
titudes of creatures groan; which made the mighty 
God, clothed with our fleſh, to ſweat great drops of 
blood ; though finners walk lightly on beneath the 
mighty load. O dreadful plague ! O formidable ſick- 
neſs! not to be chaſed away by a leſs coſtly medicine 
han the moſt precious blood of Chriſt, by whoſe 
ſtripes we are healed. O deadly poiſon ! even when 
preſented in a goiden cup, and ſweet unto the taſte, it 


biteth like a ſerpent, and ſtingeth like an adder, and 


never fails to prore bitterneſs in the latter end. Nor 


can it be expelled by any other way than lifting up } 


the Son of man, as Moſes lifted up the ſerpent in 
the wilderneſs. O mighty debt, whoſe payment 
could impoveriſh him whoſe is the ſilver and the gold, 
who ** though he was rich, yet for our ſakes be- 
came poor, that we through his poverty might be 
made rich! O ugly ſtain! O inveterate pollu- 
tion! not to be waſhed away by all the rivers that 


run into the ſea. In vain we take unto us nitre and 


much ſoap; in vain we uſe our moſt vigorous endea- 
vours to purge away our blot. Sooner might the 
Ethiopian change his in, and the leopard his ſpots. 
The only Fuller that is equal to this mighty work, 


is bs who purges the conſcience from dead works, 
to 


ſnow, 


Wunxx, O when ſhall I hate thee. with a perfect 
hatred, thou worſe than death! When ſhall I be 
afraid of thee alone, and be aſhamed of thee alone, 
O thing exceeding finful ! When ſhall I be deliver- 
ed from thy abhorred dominion! O when ſhall thy 
deſtructions have a perpetual end! 


On man's miſery by ſin. 


HO can refrain from tears, whoſe eye of rea- 
ſon hath ſnatched but a curſory glance of 
mankind's numerous. woes? Who but he. whoſe 
heart is made of ſtone, and is loſt to every impreſ- 
fon of benevolence? As the dancing ſpark flies up- 
ward, ſo man is born unto trouble. Unhappy crea- 
tures, that kept not your primeval ſtate! Pull ear- 
ly you revolted from your Creator God, in whoſe 
ſmile alone your happineſs might dwell. The ſpark- 
ling crown of innocence 1s fallen from your head. 
Hence all theſe fatal evils of your race. Ah me! 
what ghaſtly ſpectres are theſe! See moon-{truck 
madneſs repleniſhing the melancholy bedlam, and 
torturing deſpair, a terror to herſelf, and all around 
her. See there oppreſhon with iron hands, and heart 
of ſteel; poverty with her hollow eyes, her tatter- 
ed garments, and ſordid habitation ; and ail the fa- 
mily of pain, who tear the. pillow from beneath our 
head, while lep affrighted flies from our eye-lids, 
Shall I mention, in the next place, drudgery with 
ner grievous looks, toiling at the oar, or ſtooping 
under the burden? Alas! with what laborious ef— 
Ge 2 farts 
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to ſerve the living God. The blood of the Lamb is 
the only purgatory that makes-you. whiter than the 
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forts do mortals ſpend their vitals, to gain a wretch- 
ed ſuſtenance for themſelves and their tender off: 
ſpring, to be defended from the gnawings of hun- 
ger, and power of chilling cold ! But who is that 
grizly tyrant who rides upon a pale horſe, and ſhakes 
a dreadful dart? I know thee who thou art, thou 
king of terrors; I know thee by thy clattering 
bones, and by thy diſmal train, hell and the grave, 
which follow hard behind thee, 


WHAT creature is not armed againſt thee, O man, 
who all eſpouſe their Maker's quarrel? There are, 
whom the angels of darkneſs haraſs with dreadful 
temptations, and ſtill more dreadful poſſeſſions. 
The angels of light lothe and deteſt ſuch polluted 
beings, and frequently have been the executioners 
of direful vengeance. I might relate the numerous 


ills th which we are expoſed from the inhabitants of 


air, the beaſts of the earth, and even the fiſhes of. 


the ſea, How hateful to men the hoſtile race of 
ſcaly ſerpents, hiſſing adders, ravenous lions, prowl- 
ing wolves, hideous and weeping crocodiles? And | 


even the puny race of locuſts and caterpillars have 
ſcourged guilty nations for their crimes. How fre- 
quently have fire and water, theſe ſerviceable ele- 
ments, mads horrid inſurrections, diſaſtrous to hu» 


man race? Populous cities, with gilded palaces, 


and lofty temples, have ſmoked in fiery ruins; and 
in old time, the dwellings of ſinſul men were ſwept 


away by a watery inundation. In vain the ſhrieking | 


wretches betook themſelves for ſafety to the lofty 
datilements of houſes, the tops of higheſt trees, or 


even the ſummits of the aerial mountains. Hear 
how the earth groans under the burden of thy fins: | 
Here ſhe ſpreads a barren wilderneſs, an idle de- | 


fart; there lifts a frightſul ridge of rocks, whence | 
i } 
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in many places we look down with giddy horror. In 
ſome countries ſhe belches fire and ſmoke from dread- 
ful volcanoes, tremendous indeed to all who hear, 
but much more terrible to thoſe who live in the 
neighbouring city, or in the villages of the circum- 
jacent plain. Be it fo, that theſe awful phenomena 
of nature, and others of like threatening aſpect, be · 
ſpeak not this our globe to be the habitation of an. 
accurſed race; what ſhall” we ſay to uſeleſs choak- 
ing weeds, and poiſonous plants, of which ſhe is 
a willing parent, whilſt ſhe refuſes to produce the 
foodful grain, unleſs when much careſſed and im- 
portuned? how frequently ſhe diſappoints our fond 
hopes, and baulks our expectations. When ſhe re- 
fules to yield her increaſe, then it is we have clean- 
neſs of teeth in all our borders, while pale famine 
walks abroad with her evil arrows. The ſtaff of 
bread is broken, and feeble man totters, and falls, 
and dies. At other times ſhe expands her jaws, and 
ſwallows up alive vaſt multitudes of rational beipgs. 
Earthquake, men tremble when thou art but na- 
med! whe can think of thee without horror? O 
what dire conſternation in that dreadful moment ! 
Whither, ah ! whither can they fly from the dole- 
ful calamity? Avert it, Heaven, Execute not thy 
threatened vengeance upon theſe guilty lands, and 
our proud metropolis. If thou haſt a-mind to pu- 
niſh us, O viſit with ſome milder rod, ſome gentler 
miniſter of wrath. Not the earth alone on which 
we tread, but the air m which we live, and move, 
and have our being, proves deathful to our wretch- 
ed race, Sometimes the ſummons her ſtormy winds, 
her roaring tempeſts, and bids them ſhake the walls 
of ſtone, and daſh the wall- built veſſel on the rock. 
Vain is the help of tough cables, and tenacious an- 
chors, The mighty waters receive at once the va- 
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tuable cargo, and the deſpairing mariners. How 
often ſhe is infected with the wide waſting peſti- 
lence! Then death's ſhafts fly thick, and the hun- 
gry grave rejoices at the uncommon fare, Vet, ug 
ly monſter! ſhe never ſays, It is enough. — But 
with no greater-calamity can you be viſited, ye ſons 
of men, than thoſe which claim your own ſpecies for 
their original, Fell are the monſters of the Libyan 
deſarts; but not to be compared with the abhorred 
productions of the human heart. Hence matchleſs 
killing envy, filthy ſlander; henee perſecution with 
torturing. engines, war with her odious din, and 


bloody garments. How can you have peace among 


yourſelves, when warring with your God? 


Nox is there any period of life wherein we are 


exeemed from. woe. Not even the ſmiling infant is 


ſecured againſt the molt fatal diſaſters. The miſe: 
ries of childhood are apparent. Affliction ſpares not 
the blooming youth, nor reyerences the venerable 
old man, Even age itſelf, what is it? An incu- 
rable diſtemper, always terminating in death. See 
how the countenanee is ſnrivelled up with wrinkles, 
the ſnoulders ſtoop, the hands tremble, the ſtrong 
men bow themſelves, and they that look out of the 
windows are darkened! 


NE1THER can any ſtation or condition reſcue from 
theſe incumbent miſeries. The rich, the honourable, 
and they. who ſwim in tides of pleaſure, can bear 
witneſs, Why-elſe would Ahab ſicken for Naboth's 
vineyard, and Haman lay ſo ſore to heart the fe- 
Tractory behaviour of Mordecai? If treaſured rich- 
es, if ſenſual delights, added even to knowledge 
and wiſdom, could ſatisfy the heart, then might thou 
Solomon, enjoyed a heaven upon earth, nor com- 


plained | 
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plained of vanity and vexation, nor that he who in- 
creaſeth knowledge, increaſeth ſorrew, Alas ! even 
our greareſt comforts. prove killing; and far from 
iſuing in contentment, we ſtill complain even in 
large abundance of worldly delights. 


War ſhall we ſay then to theſe things? Shall 
wretched mortals abandon themſelves to ſullen ſor- 
row, and hopeleſs deſperation? Shall the world be 
turned into a Bochim? Is it a place where his mer- 
cies are clean gone, and where he will be favourable 
no more? Are there not many footſteps of the di- 
vine benignity, even in this. our earthly manſion ? 
Doubtleſs there are; for he hath not left himſelf 
without a witneſs, that goodneſs is eſſential to his 
nature: he bids the earth teem with plenty, and the 
clouds to drop with vegetable fatneſs. There are 
pleaſures of ſight, of ſmell, of taſte, peculiar 
to the various ſeaſons of the revolving year. 
Many creatures are yet ſubſervient to our intereſt, 
and all the elements are made to contribute for our 
welfare. Far be it from high-favoured man, to de- 
ſpiſe the riches of the Almighty's goodneſs. But O. 
ye everlaſting joys which the glorious goſpel reveals! 
what thoughtful being would not be diſcontented 
with ſuch a world as this, without the conſideration 
of you ! The diſtant proſpect of life and immortali- 
ty eis able, and that alone, to reconcile the heart to 
the viſible oegonomy of God, Exen great and ſore 


aNiftion is deemed but light and vain, becauſe it 
laſts but for a moment. Eternity apart, the miſeries 


of life would ſwallow up the joys. But now even 
teſe devourers are buried in the capacious womb of 
ralt eternity, 


BLESSED be thy condeſcenſion, O patient Son of 
God, 
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God, who diſdained not to taſte the bitter cup of 
grief: grief, not thy own, but ours. And bleſſed 
be that wiſdom, to whoſe glorious contrivance we 
are indebted for the cup of conſolation preſented in 
the goſpel, which we may drink, and remember our 
miſery no more. By various ways the ſons of men 
have tried to extricate themſelves from the lamented 
conſequents of their fall, Games. and recreations, 
-arts and ſciences, yea, many falſe religions, have 
been invented for this end. Miſerable comforters 
are they all! Chriſtianity, it is thine alone to chaſe 
our gloom of thought, and wipe away our tears; 
while by thee we are directed to dart our thoughts 
beyond this tranſitory world, this inconſiderable 
ſpeck of time, unto the eternal ſcene, which ſhall 
-cammence when the laſt trumpet ſhall be ſounded; 
we-no more repine at the appearances of woe, nor 
. - think our light afftition worthy to be compa- 


red with that glory that is to be revealed; while 


„ we look not at the things that are ſeen, but at the 


„ things which are not ſeen : for the things that | 


« are ſeen are temporal, but the things that are not 
e ſeen are eternal.” 


On the miſery of the wicked, 


UT there ſhall be no reward unto the evil man, 

No reward, did I ſay? Nay, if God be juſt, 
then © he will render indignation and wrath, tribu- 
lation and anguiſh, to every ſoul of man that doth 
© evil, without reſpect of perſons.” To him belong- 
eth vengeance, Though patience may delay, though 
clemency may mitigate, though mercy, grace, and 

_ wiſdom, may transfer the puniſhment to the ae 
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of a Surety ; yet ſtill his wrath muſt be revealed a- 
gainſt all unrighteouſneſs and ungodlineſs of men. 


DoTH not even nature herſelf teach us, that fin 
and puniſhment are moſt inviolably connected? For 
even barbarians could infer, when they ſaw a viper 
faſten upon the hand of a perſon whom they knew 
not, after he had eſcaped a diſmal ſhipwreck 
« Certainly this man was a murderer ; for vengeance 
« ſuffereth him not to live.” How often are the 
wicked conſumed with fearful terrors, when they 
can be under no apprehenſion of puniſhment from 
men? For they know that it is the judgment of 
„God, that they who do ſuch things are worthy of 
death.“ Whence are we ſtruck with trembling 
at any uncommon appearances of nature ? if aſtorm 
of thunder and lightning torments the air? if the 
ſun labours in an eclipſe? if a glaring comet waves 
its banner over the nations? Whence the terror 
of apparitions? Whence the forebodings of miſery 
after death? Whence the prevailing opinion, even 
among the ancient Jews, that death was to be the 
conſequence of any extraordinary appearance of the 
Deity? Is it not becauſe we are inſolvent debtors, 
that we dread the face of our injured Creditor ? Is 
it not becauſe we are traiterous rebels, we abhor the 
preſence of our offended Sovereign? Therefore, 
with Adam, we hide ourſelves from the preſence of 
the Lord, And with the widow of Zarephath, we 
are ready to think that whatever 1s more than com- 
mon, is a meſſenger of the Lord of hoſts to lay us, 
and bring our ſin to remembrance. Oft - times the 
guilty conſcience will create unto itſelf imaginary 
horrors, and ſinners are in great fear where no fear 
is, while they are apt to ſay, with Cain, Every 
* one that meeteth me, will-flay me. What na- 

tion 
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tion under heaven have not atteſted the truth of this, 
| while they have appeaſed their gods with bloody 
F expiatory ſacrifices? And (horrid to relate!) their al. 
| tars have recked even with human gore : the fruit 
| of the body has been given for the fin of the ſoul. 
Whether the dreadful ouſtom may be derived from the 
mangled tradition of Abraham offering up Iſaac, or 
whether our adverſary the devil would, by ſtirring 
j them up to ſuch abominations, inſult over the guilt 
of their conſciences, and blindneſs of their hearts, 
by aping the ſacrifice of Chrift, hereby intending to 
diſcredit the glorious method of ſalvation ; one thing 
is certain, that mankind, degenerate as they were, 
did really judge, that an expiation was neceſſary to 
de made, and that he will by no means clear the 
« guilty.” And however much their foolifh heart | 
| was darkened as to the manner of propitiating the 
| Deity ; yet certainly the neceſſity of it is one of the 6 
dictates of nature. For could we ſuppoſe that a ſin- « 
ning creature ſhould eſcape the righteous judgment MI .. 
of God, and feel no effects of his diſpleaſure ; how ! « 
could it appear that he were a God of purer eyes h.. 
than to behold iniquity? Would there not be tod } 
much reaſon to ſay, ** Every one that doth evil, I 1. 
„good in the ſight of the Lord, and he delighteth | gui 
* in them? and, Where is the God of judgment!” bol 
How could his lordſhip and dominion over the world I ,. 
be maintained, ſhould he forbear to puniſh the viola- I |. 
tors of his law ? Is it impoſſible he can be diveſted of A 
his ſovereign rule? or that his creatures can throw f beg 
off all moral dependance upon him that made them! b. 
So it is impoſſible but the order of puniſhment mult WI... 
ſueceed, when the order of obedience is diſturbed : WF en 
and they who burſt the bands of the law, muſt of of m 
neceſſity be bound in the cords of affliction. Con- WF |, be 


* ſider this, and be afraid, ye that forget God.” WM 2cce 
While 
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While a method is not fallen upon to appeaſe incen- 
ſed juſtice, and ſeparate fin from your ſouls ; if God 
be the righteous Judge of all the earth; if God be 
the Lord of his creatures; if God be bleſſed, (O 
tremble to think it !), you muſt be miſerable. As the 
fire devours the chaff, as the flame conſumes the 
ſtubble ; ſo muſt you periſh at his preſence, 


Pur let us hearken to the ſacred oracles on this 
intereſting ſubje&t, ** Search ye ont of the book of 


«the Lord, and ſee that every diſobedience receives 
a juſt recompence of reward.” The flames of So- 


dom, the waters of Noah, the tormeats of hell, the 
ſufferings of Chriſt, bear witneſs unto this. O fin, 
thou haſt kindled a fire that will burn to the bottom 
of the mountains. ** Behold, he will come with 
« fire, and with his chariots, as a whirlwind, 10 
render his anger with fury, and his rebukes with 
„flames of fire: for by fire, and with his ſword, 
« will the Lord plead with all fleſh, and the lain of 
* the Lord ſhall be many.” Nor can we reaſonably 
blame the bowels of the Deity, becauſe he taketh 
rengeance : for, according to Moles, it is a branch of 
his goodneſs, that he will by no means clear the 
guilty, According to Joſhua, it is becauſe he is a 
holy God, that he will not forgive our tranſgreſſions. 
According to David, it is becauſe the righteous Lord 
lveth righteouſneſs, that he will rain upon the wick- 
ed ſnares, fire, and brimſtone, and a burning tem- 
peſt; the portion of their cup. But eſpecially, had 
it been an indifferent thing with God to puniſh, or 
dot to puniſh the guilty, who can perfuade us, that 
ne who afflicts not willingly, nor grieves the children 
of man, would take ſuch pleaſure in bruiſing his on- 

ly begotten Son, whom he loved? Was he without 
eceſlity expoſed to ſuch direful ſufferings? Nay : 
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for God hath ſet him forth to be the propitiation, 
ce to declare his love? True; but to declare alſo 
e his righteouſneſs in the rallies of fin, and tha 
66 he may be juſt,” 


"es SED be that matchleſs grace and wiſdom, that 
has provided a lamb for a burnt-ſacrifice ;—that has 
found a ranſom ;—that has opened a city of refuge; 
—that has revoeciled mercy and truth, and righteouſ- 
neſs with peace. O that the gracious Redeemer, 
without whoſe kindly interpoſition we had better been 
ccuſhed in the very bud of being, might for ever live 
in our hearts, might for ever be efteemed above all 
other beloveds, might for ever be the reigning ſub- 
ject of our thoughts, both when we wake and when 
we ſleep! If we forget thee, O bleſſed Jeſus, 
* then let our right hand forget her cunning. If ve 
* do not remember thee, Jet our tongue cleave to 
*« the roof of our mouths; if we prefer not thee 2. 
© bove our chief joy.“ O let us never drink that as 


water, which coſt the effuſion of thy blood! Let 
us never have that ſweet in our mouth, which ten- 
dered to thy lips the vinegar and gall ! Let us ne- 


yer rejoice in that which made thee exceeding ſor- 


rowſul ! nor bleſs ourſelves in that which ſubjeQed} 
thee to the curſe ! ! nor live in that for which thou 


died ! 


On forgiveneſs, 


Hen the guilt of innumerable evils ſtares me 

in the face, and angry conſcience rouley 

from her ſlumber; where ſhall I fly for refuge! 
where ſhall I hide my head ? how lay the grizlf 
ſpeQres? Ye fayourite luſts, ye pleaſing comforts 
'9 


| 


/ 
On forgiveneſs. 315 
ye amuſing recreations, in vain ye lend your aid, 
Let Cain, with his hands reeking in blood, betake 
himſelf to building cities; let Saul attempt to find 
relief from his unquiet mind, in the charms of mu- 
ic, while David touched the pleaſant: harp ; let the 
drunkard ſeek for conſolation in his flowing bowl, and 
jolly companions ; the ſullen ghoſts refuſe ſtill to de- 
part, when God calls as in a ſolemn day his terrors 
round about. Even vows and reſolutions, prayers 
and tears, coſtly ſacrihces, and ſolemn promiſes of 
future amendment, cannot recal the departed peace. 
Let Pagans, with horrid rites, ſeek reconciliation - 
with their fancied gods, and peace unto their con- 
ſciences ; let carnal Jews think to have matters ad- 
jaſted by their ceremonial obſervances, being igno- 
rant of the righteouſneſs of God; ſcourge yourſelves 
todeath, ye blinded Papiſts, and waſte your carcaſes 
to ghaſtly ſkeletons, by with holding flcep from your 
eyes, and nouriſhment from your mouths ; travel to 
the remoteſt climes in weary pilgrimages; it is all 
in vain, Fools that you are, to think you ſhall have 
peace, by walking after the imagination of your 
own hearts. ** The way of peace you have not 
*known ; there is no judgment in your goings.” 


For unto whom ſhould we go but unto thee, O 
tou bleeding Saviour! By thy blood haſt thou 
made peace betwixt an offended Deity, and offend- 
ing mortals, No cauſe of death was found in thee. 
for us thou drank the bitter cup. Far be it from us 
to ſubſtitute our pretended fincerity, our ſorrowful 
repentance, or even the more noble grace of faith, 
in the room of thy ſatisfactory ſufferings, O thou 
prince of peace! By thy ſeaſonable interpoſition, 
nis anger is turned away; and now it is a righteous 
thing with God abundantly to pardon, 
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Havey, thrice happy they, who come unto God 
by him, whoſe iniquity is pardoned, whoſe tranſ- 
greſſion is forgiven. Riches and honours, thrones, 
crowns, and ſceptres, cannot greatly add unto their 
bliſs; pain and poverty, ignominy and reproach, 
cannot greatly diminiſh their happineſs. It is true, 
O ye favourites of Heaven, the fact of fin cannot be 
taken away, the deſert of fin cannot be removed; 
yea, even its power and dominion ſhall not be totally 
deſtroyed in your preſent ſtate of imperfection: how- 
ever, there is no condemnation to you that are in 
Chriſt Jeſus, No candemnation for your inherent 
corruption; none for your actual tranſgreſhons ; none 
for your paſt, none for your future provocations, 
Chaſtiſed you may be with the rod of a Father, but 
not with the wounds of an enemy. * It is God that 
«« juſtifieth, who is he that condemneth :” What 
though your fins are many ? he multiplies to pardon, 
What though your afflictions are great? there is no 
wrath in the portion of your cup. Though men 
ſhould condemn you, God will not; though devils ac- 
cuſe you, they ſhall not preyail. ** No weapon that 
is formed againſt thee ſhall proſper, and every 
tongue that riſeth in judgment againſt thee, thou 
*© ſhalt condemn. This is the heritage of the ſer- 
© yants of the Lord: and their righteouſneſs is of 
% me, ſaith the Lord.“ 


Fry, ye profane, who turn this grace of God into 
laſciviouſneſs. Be awakened, ye preſumptuous, who 
fondly dream your ſins are pardoned, becanſe ye 
have forgotten them, or becauſe ye have felt ſome 
pangs of conviction, or becauſe judgment is not ſpee- 
dily execute againſt your evil works. How can ye be 
pardoned, who have ſuch flight thoughts of the God 
who beſtows, the Saviour who procures it, the g0- 


ſpel 
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ſpel which reveals it? Ye that are ready to periſh. 


under the preſſure of your iniquities, and ye that are 
of a heavy heart on account of your innumerable 
tranſgreſſions, here is a ſtrong cordial, a refreſhful 
draught from the wells of ſalration. O drink, and 
remember your miſery no more. God was in 
« Chriſt, reconciling the world unto himſelf, not 
imputing their tteſpaſſes unto them.“ 


No x is it vain preſumption in you to believe, that 


be in Chriſt is, at this preſent hour, pacified towards 


you for all that you have done. Thoughyou have been 
wicked and unrighteous, though your fins have been 
of a crimſon die, ſcarlet-coloured abominations ; the 
blood of Jeſus can waſh out the deadly tincture, and 
make you white as fineſt wool, or virgin ſuow. Was 
it any difficulty for the Red ſea, to cover with its 
wares the numerous hoſt of Egypt, when Pharaoh, 
with his captains and common ſolders, chariots and 
\orſes, did fink unto the bottom as a ſtone? No more 
or the ocean of unbounded love to ſubdue all your 
niquities 3 not the common ſoldiers only of ordinary 
povocations, but the moſt grizly and . gigantic fins. 
in the preſence of his exalted Majeſty, your perſons 
ire but like the ſmall duſt of the balance, which is 
ot conſiderable enough to ſway the ſcale, and which 
de gentleſt breath can blow away, Juſt as inſignili- 
dt are your fins in preſence of his pardoning mer- 
cy. . 


Nos is it with grudge and reluctance the liberal 
boch beſtows this perfect gift. Once he delighted in 
"rath, when it pleaſed him to bruiſe his beloved 
on. That was his act, his ſtrange act, his work, 
is ſtrange work, Has he no pleaſure in the death 
"2 of the puilty inner? as himſelf declares ; 
D d 3 
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then in the death, the cruel death of the innocent 
Immanuel ? The reaſcn, the amazing reaſon is, b e- 
cauſe he delighted in mercy, in mercy to the human 
race, Therefore it pleaſed the Father to bruiſe him. 


GLoriry God for this mercy, ye pardoned ones, 
A diitinguiſhed bleſhng it is, which will not accent 
the ſong of angels, but of the redeemed from a- 
mong the human race, Rejoice not that your wealth 
is increaſed, that your circumſtances are proſpe- 
rous, but that your iniquity is pardoned. Fear the 


Lord and his goodneſs, and walk humbly with thy 
God, 


REJECT not the counſel] of God againſt your own 
ſouls, you who have not yet fled for refuge unto this 
hope ſet before you, as you would not. rob God of. 
his glory, nor yourſelves of peace, Will you neg- 
lect this great ſalvation ? will you ſay unto the Al- 
mighty, Depart from us, thy gifts be to thyſcl{?. | 
Curſed ſhall ye be of the Lord, whoſe glory it is to 
paſs over a tranſgreſſion. The Lord Jeſus Chriſt | 
hall ſubſcribe thy condemnation, and all the holy 
angels ſhout their applauſe, Amen, ſays the church. 
militant; Amen, the church triumphant,  ** In re- 
turning and reſt ſhould you been ſaved, in quict- 
5 neſs and confidence ſhould have been your teſt; 
but you would not hear.” Lo! there the men 
who made not the Lord their confidence, who rod» | 
bed the Lord of his glory, and would not be be- 
lzolden to him for the pardon of their iniquitics. Be- 
hold the time of their viütation is come, and where 
mall they fly for help? If in this manner a man fin 
againſt the Lord, who ſhall intreat for him ? They 
would not take hold of his ſtrength, they would not 
make peace, they would not conſider any of bis 
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ways, See now the red right arm of vengeance 
takes hold of the glittering ſword of juſtice, A 
ſyord, a ſword is furbiſhed with the oil of mercy, 
that was deſpiſed and affronted, See how he cleaves 
their reins aſunder, and breaketh them with breach 
upon breach, Merciful Lord! it is a fearful thing- 
to fall into thy hands; when thou art angry, the na- 
tions ſhall. not be able to abide thy indignation. 
Make us wiſe unto ſalvation, to know the things that 


belong to our peace, and to fly to our ſtrong hold, | 
while we are the priſoners of hope. 


On. faith.. 


Are the man who lives in mortal fleſh a life 
[ of faith upon the Son of God, Though he 
dwells not in the gilded palace, he has the Moſt 
High for his habitation. Though his food be home- 
ly, he fares deliciouſly every day upon the hidden 
manna. For, O that noble gift of God! he in whoſe 
heart ſhe dwells, is at once poſſeſſed of riches, and 
honours, and pleaſures. Let others curiouſly diſ- 
pute where. ſhe reſides ; in what faculty, in the un- 
derſtanding or the will; be it my exalted privilege 
to have her formed in my ſoul, The mountains may 
depart, the hills may be removed, the ſolid earth, 
with the ſurrounding heavens, may paſs away; but 
her foundations are everlaſting, Sooner ſhall chaos 
come again, and God deny himſelf; ſooner ſhall the 
natural and the moral world be toiled into confuſion, 
than that ſhould fail by which ſhe is ſupported. 
Great 1s that revenue of glory ſhe brings unto her 
God, whether ſhe trembles at the Ki FEEL or 
_ upon the promiſe, which he hath ſpoken i in 

bis holineſs; but moſt of all when her main object 
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Chriſt is before her eyes, as the Saviour from ſin 
and wrath, When angels circle the throne of God 


with heavenly anthems, and yield the moſt unſpotted 
obedience to the divine law, they glorify their Ma- 


ker. But when by her the guilty ſelf- condemned 


wretch, devolves npon the Lord the burden of innu- 


merable fins, and truſts for pardon of them all, this 


is glory to God in the higheſt. Though each obe- 


diential act is for the praiſe of God, and gloriſies 
ſome one perfection of his nature, it is hers to ren- 


der him the glory of them all, 


As reaſon is ſuperior to ſenſe, ſo faith has the 
pre-eminence over reaſon, Be reaſon reverenced in - 


matters that fall within her ſphere; but when ſhe 


ventures into the deeps of God, the ſeas where faith 


has all the ſovereignty, when aQing like herſelf, ſhe 


lowers her ſails. As ſenſe would ſeem to tell us ma- 


ny things which reaſon contradicts, ſo faith will rec- 


tify the fond miſtakes of reaſon; nor ought ſhe be 
diſſatisſied. Faith only ſhats the eye of reaſon, not 


picks it out. Nor theſe alone ſubmit themſelves 
before this noble grace, even other her fellow- 


virtues do obeiſance, Though, as a gracious qua- 


lity, ſhe ſtands upon a level with the reſt; yet as an 


inſtrument, ſhe far cxcels in glory. She cannot 


boaſt indeed of her intrinſic worth, but of the poſt 
of honour which ſhe fills by Heaven's appointment. 
Lhe only is the peneral-receiver of all the bleſhngs 
of the goſpel. By her we call Heaven's rich unfa- 


thomable mines our own. Becauſe ſhe humbleth 
herſelf, therefore hath God highly exalred her, ard 
civen her a name above every grace. Even charity 

herſelf is only greater in duration; for ſhe abideth 


when faith ſhall fail as 10 its actiogs, and die, like 


Moſes, in the mount, Such is her humble nature, 
that 
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that even the jealous God, who will not give his glo- 
ry to another, even he is found to give his glory 
unto her. We are ſaved by faith, we are juſtificd 
by faith. She faithfully returns the glory to her ob- 
jet, He hath regarded the low eſtate of his hand- 
maid, becauſe himſelf has ſaid, „Them that ho- 
« nour me, I will honour,” 


* | 
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Tuovon weak in herſelf, ſhe is ſtrong in the 
Lord, her very weakneſs is her ſtrength. She o— 
rercomes the devil, and the world, and the fleſh. 
She binds up the arm of vengeance, and wields the 
arm of omnipotence. The creature is not able to 
reſiſt her, and the Creator will not. She ſays unto 
this mountain of difficulty, “ Be thou removed, and 
e calt into the ſea.” She ſubdues kingdoms of luſts, 
quenches the violence of the fire of wrath, ftops the 
mouth of the inferval lion, and eſcapes the edge of 
the ſword of angry juſtice, When other graces 
quit the field, her own arm brings ſalvation, What 
mall I ſay more? If thou canſt believe, all things 
are poſſible.“ 


Sucn is her ſtrength, no wonder ſhe is bold as a 
lon, though timorous and diſtruſtful of the creature, 
Conſiding in the Lord, ſhe is not afraid to venture 
into the holieſt of all. She plays upon the hole of 
the aſp, and thruſts her hand into the cockatrice's 

den O death, where is thy ſting ?”” ſhe fays with 
bold defiance. When preſumptuous unbelievers are 
buried in the mighty waters, like the Egyptian hoſt, 
le paſſes through the foming waves triumphant, 


There is none like her in all the earth, who is made 
without fear, 


Taovcn poor in. herſelf, ſhe makes many rich 
with 
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with the treaſures of eternity, She is not afraid of 
the ſnow for her houſchold; for all her houſehold 
are clothed in the ſcarlet robes of everlaſting righ- 
teouſneſs. Juſtly ſhe is denominate precious faith, 
when ſhe intereſts us in precious promiſes, and ap- 
plies unto the conſcience precious blood. 


THERE are indeed who think her blind and 
headlong ; yet is ſhe a ſharp-ſighted grace. She 
comprehends the love of Chriſt that paſſeth know- 
ledge. Doctrines, which to the natural man are 
fooliſhneſs, and events that have no preſent exiſt- 
ence, ate realized by her. ** She is the evidence of 
things not ſeen, the ſubſtance of things hoped 
for,“ though ever ſo remote in time or place. She 
is a kind of ſecond fight, not merely to behold ſpec- 
racles of horror, ghoſts, and apparitions; but the 
King in his beauty, the land that is afar off, the 
things that are not ſeen, that are eternal, 


IT is true, her ſtrength is to fit ſtill, to look on, 
while the Lord himſelf doth wondrouſly. Like 
the lilies of the field, the toils not, neither does ſhe 
ſpin,—And certain bold blaſphemers have talked of 
our moſt holy faith, as though ſhe were no friend to 
works of righteouſneſs. Impoſſible ! abſurd ! for 
all good works, without exception, are her dear oft- 
ſpring, which iſſue from her pregnant womb. Theſe 
are her children which praiſe her in the gates. 
And ſhe may ſay in trath, with the apoſtle of the 
Gentiles, ** 1 laboured more abundantly than all the 
* other graces. Do we make void the law through 
« faith? God forbid : nay, we eſtabliſh the law.” 
The law as a covenant ſhe makes not void : for ſhe 
preſents the perfect righteouſneſs of Chriſt, which 


anſwers every legal charge. And though ſhe * 
the 
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the law, to all who have her, of the old-covenant 
form, ſhe turns it to a rule of life, and ſupplies the 
believer with moſt effectual motives to all holy o- 
bedience. No work of God can be acceptably per- 
formed, till once you have believed. This is his 
prime command, and your moſt neeeſſary duty. 
„For without faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe God,” 
by any doing, or by any ſuffering. By faith Abra- 
ham offered up Iſaac his firſt-born ſon; and by 
faith the children of Abraham put the knife unto the 
throat of their moſt favourite luſts. 


Bur, ah! how few are there among the ſons of 
men, who can lay claim to this invaluable grace ! 
Though all her ways are pleaſantneſs and peace, 
great is the oppoſition, by all the powers of corrupt 
nature, unto this heavenly virtue, The bigotted Pa- 
piſt will rather undergo the drudgery of diſmal ſu- 
perſtition, The blinded Pagan will rather chuſe to 
embrue their hands in blood of their own offspring. 
The perverſe Jew, deſcended from Abraham, only 
according to the fleſh, will rather yield their ſervile 
necks to the old galling yoke of antiquated ceremo- 
nies, than be at all induced to ſubmit unto the righ- 
teouſneſs of faith. They know not, nor will un- 
derſtand the nature of this exalted grace, Though 
even in matters of this world, all know that truſt is 
no uncommon thing. The huſbandman, at the re- 
turn of ſpring, is not afraid to ſow in hope, when 
he commits the foodful grain unto the furrows of 
the field: For his God doth inſtruc him to diſcre- 
* tion.” They who go down to the ſea in ſhips, 
repoſe ſuch confidence in their floating veſſels, as 
not to be afraid to truſt themſelves, and all their 
worldly riches, unto the mercy of the boiſterous 
waves, Why is it that ſo few will venture their e- 
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ternal all, and their temporal felicity, unto the faith- 
ful word of promiſe ? The man who ſows his grain 
in the furrow, is frequently diſappointed of his 
hopes. And many a time the loaded veſſel becomes 
a prey to the unpitying element of water. But he 


*« that bclieveth ſhall not be aſhamed, world without 
« end.” 


On truſting in Ged. 


E that truſts in the Lord with all his heart, 

does not indeed expect that God will do that 
for him which he has never promiſed; far leſs that 
he will be favourable unto him, in what is con- 
trary to his revealed will. But, firſt, he ſees that 
his matters are good and right; and then he com- 
mits the keeping of his ſoul] unto the faithful Crea- 
tor; who is a buckler to them alone that walk up- 
rightly, 


IF he is called of God to any difficult duty, for 
which he finds himſelf unequal, he perſuades him- 
ſelf, that God will command his ſtrength, and 

work in him both to will and to do of his good, 
pleaſure : and out of weakneſs he is made ſtrong. | 


He will not indeed preſume on the divine protec- 
tion, when ruſhing headlong into dangers evidently 


foreſeen, without neceſſity; as though the Almigh- 
ty were obliged to ſuſpend for him the laws of a- 
ture, and be prodigal of his miraculous operatic s. 
For even the Son of God himſelf would not tem:t 
his loving Father, by caſting himſelf down from th 
pinacle; though, as the bold impeſtor told hin, 


the angels had in charge to keep him in all his my 
| ut 
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But let him hear the voice of God, and conſcience, 
This is the way, walk ye in it;“ though he 
ſhould paſs through fire and water, he laughs at 
fear, and is not greatly mored by the moſt ghaſtly 
appearances of danger, Though war ſhould riſe a- 
gainſt him, and death, with ſable wings, ſhould ho- 
yer round his head; yet will he fear no evil. For 
thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, O God, whoſe 
mind is ſtayed on thee, becauſe he truſteth in thee,” 


Tae perfections of the Godhead are the chambers 
of ſafety wherein he hides himſelf. That everlaſt- 
ing ſtrength, for which nothing is too difficult: 
that matchleſs goodneſs, that extends itſelf even to 
the birds of the air, and lilies of the field; — that 
perfect immutability, that excludes all variabledeſs 
and ſhadow of turning; — that inviolable veracity, 
by which it is impoſhble for God to lie — that ex- 
act ommniſcience, from which no want can be hid; 
that incomprehenſible wiſdom, which can make all 
things work together for his own glory, and our 
good; the promiſes of the word, and all the expe- 
riences of the ſaints ; theſe are his ſure foundations 
on which he builds his truſt, 


IF he himſelf has found the eternal God his re- 
ſage, experience worketh hope. As he hath deli- 
vered, and doth deliver, he truſts in God that he 
will yet deliver. If he has recourſe to his own ex- 
periences, and finds no light frem that quarter, he 
ſearches out of the book of the Lord, and finds, 
that never were the righteous forſaken. If friends 
proved faithleſs, or unable to afford him any relief 
in the day of calamify, enemies ſnall befriend. E- 
ven Philiſtines and Chaldeans ſhall intreat him well 
in the evil day. Did all human relief fail, and 

E e vain 
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vain was the help of man; then God has made 2 
friendly covenant for him with the beaſts of the field, 
the birds of the air, and the fiſhes of the ſea. 
Ravens ſhall feed him ; bears ſhall avenge his quar- 
rel; and monſters of the deep afford a ſafe retreat, 
Fiſhes have ſupplied his wants, and dogs have pro- 
ved phyſicians to his ſores. - If the animal creation 
failed, the dead and lifeleſs creatures have come ins 
to his intereſts, The roring waves divide to gire 
him paſſage ; and for his ſake the fierce element of 
fire forgets its burning power, If neither men, nor 
beaſts, nor elements, appeared to his aid; numbers 
of mighty angels incamp around, and deliver him, 
But chiefly God has been a never:- failing refuge, 
when neither friends, —nor foes, — nor beaſts,—nor 
elements, — nor angels, —nor any other creature, 
have interpoſed for their ſafety, ** Thou haſt been 
«« a ſtrength to the poor, a ſtrength to the needy in 
« his diſtreſs; a refuge from the ſtorm, a ſhadgw 
© from the heat, when the blaſt of the terrible ones 
% was as a ſtorm.againſt the wall,” 


Wulrs er he, by this believing confidenee, gives 
glory to God, a full reward is given by the God of 
Iſrael, under whoſe wings he truſts, No anxious 
cares about this world's good things, no diſpiriting 
fears about its evil things, ſhall be able to diſturb | 
his repoſe. He is careful for nothing that can befal 
his mortal body, his civil reputation, or his worldly 
accommodations. Having devolved all his cares up- 
on the great JEHovaHn, commended to him his pre- 
ſent and his future intereſts, he lies down, and his 
ſleep is ſweet unto him. His fleſh ſhall reſt in hope, 
even in the clay cold bed of the grave. His righ- 
teouſneſs is brought forth as the light. Surely the Lord 


will make perfect what concerneth him.“ O 2 75 
16 0 
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« of hoſts, bleſſed is the man that truſteth in 
« thee,” ' Fr: 29-007? 


On truſting in Chriſt. 
OR is it leſs our duty to truſt in thee, O al- 
mighty Saviour of ſinners, who ſaveſt us not 
by bow, nor by ſword, nor by battle, nor by hot- 
ſes, nor by horſemen, nor by might and power, but 
by thy blood which thou ſhed, and by thy Spirit 
which thou poureſt down. ** Surely ſhall one ſay, 
« In the Lord have I righteouſneſs and ſtrength.” 
For he ſhall be enabled to diſcern all other grounds 
of truſt to be but arms of fleſh, —but lies and vanities, 
—but ſpiders webs, —but periſhing gourds,—but 
foundations that ſhall be overflown with a flood; 
whilſt he that puts his traſt in. the Lord ſhall be ſaſe; 
and ſhall inherit his holy mountain, 


Tove his diſtinguiſhed privileges ſhould be 
like thoſe of Capernaum, that was exalted up in- 
to heaven, he conhdes not in the temple of the Lord, 
but in the Lord of the temple. —Though he could 
boaſt an illuſtrious deſcent from the venerable Abra- 
ham, or claim kindred, according to the fleſh, with 
Jeſus Chriſt himſelf; ke would not on that account 
think himſelf intitled to the divine regard. Though 
he ſhould find much worldly ſubſtance 3 he „will 
not ſay to gold, Thou art my hope, nor to ſine 
„gold, Thou art my confidence ;” as though the 
Almighty would eſteem his riches ; or as though they 
could be profitable in the day of his wrath. Though 
he ſhould equal Heman in the deepneſs of his exer- 
ciſe, and Paul in the abundance of revelation.;z he 
would not reckon it expedient for him to glory.—. 
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Though for the cauſe of Chriſt he ſhould even pour 
his blood; yet by the blood of the Lamb would he 
overcome; yet in the blood of the Lamb (and not 
dis own) would he waſh his robes, and make them 
white. —Though- his gifts ſhould be eminent, his 
knowledge clear and extenſive ;—though in the 
kweetneſs of his natural temper he ſhould be like 1 
Moſes; and a Paul, in the blameleſſneſs of his life, 
touching the righteoulneſs of the law3—though his 
profeſſion were ever ſo-ſtrit, and his reputation ever 
10 fair in a word, though he ſhould ſhed many 
tears, pour many prayers, endure many hardſhips, 
make many vows, form. many reſolutions, and exert 
the molt vigorous endeavours in working out his own 
{alvation : yet all theſe things he counts but loſs and 
dung, that he may win Chriſt, and be found in him, 
Though the ſaving grace of God ſhould be implant- 
An Ai Egart. he i? not ſtrong in the grace that is 
in himſelf, but in the grace that is in Chriſt Jeſus. 
lis juſtifying merit is tlie alone ground of his 
donſidence for the pardan of his guilt; his ſanc- 
rifying Spirit, for vanquiſhing the power of his 
nbred corruption. All other confidences he tre- 
jets, becauſe the Lord hath rejected them. No. | 
*:m»<7 ſhall be able to. batter down his walls; his | 
foundation never ſhall be razed ; his confidence ſhall 
never be rooted out of his tabernacle, but ſhall have 
2 great recompence of reward, O «© blefled is the | 
man that truſteth in the Lotd, and whoſe hope the 
Lord is: for he ſhall be as a tree planted by the 
waters, and that ſpreadeth out her roots by the 
river, and ſhall not ſee when heat cometh, but 
© her leaf ſhall be green; and ſhall not be careful | 
in the year of drought, neither ſhall ceaſe from 
«« -1elding fruit.“ 


$3 | 
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On holineſs. 
Divins holineſs, or ſhall we call thee by the 
name of goodneſs, or righteouſneſs, or up- 
rightneſs, with what praiſes ſhall we extol thee ! 
Thou art the brighteſt ornament of the univerſe; 
more beauteous than the ſtars of light, or than the 


roſes that ſtraw the footſteps of the ſpring. The ſun 
himſelf can boaſt no glory in thy preſence, 


Tu ov art the darling attribute of the Deity, the 
brighteſt pearl of JEnovan's crown, Without thee 
an Ichabod were written on every other perfection. 
Adieu to his wiſdom; farewel to his bleſſedneſs ; 
the abſolute perfectioa of his nature is no more. 
Thou art that beauty of the Lord, which above all 
the ſaints of the Moſt High are deſirous of beholding. 
In no perfection he more rejoices, By this he 
ſwears, With thee the angels ſwell their notes, 
when with covered feet, becauſe of ſhame, and face; 
vailed, becauſe of reverence, they ſurround his 
throne, *©* Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hoſts," 
they cry, “the whole earth is: full of his glory.” 
Omniſcience is his piercing eye, omnipotence his 
powerful arm, and mercy is compared to his yearn- 
ing bowels; but holineſs is like the face and viſage 
of the Godhead, | 


ConsULT we the ſacred oracles, what attribute is 
more conſpicuous in every deſcription of the Almigh- 
ty? Read we the volume of creation, he is holy in 
ail his works; the volume of providence, he is righ- 
teous in all his ways, of mercy. and of judgment. 
Search and ſee, if there are not very diſtinguiſhing 
marks of the diviae regard to holineſs, in every pro- 
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vidential way. „Say ye to the righteous, it ſhall 
„be well with him but woe unto the wicked, it 
© ſhall be ill with him.“ - Witneſs, ye angels of 
darkneſs, and ye damned ſpirits, atteſt this truth. 
The righteous / Lord loveth righteoufneſa, which 
od hath written to your dreadful experience in fiery 
tames. O earth, wherefore doſt thou groan, but 
becauſe thou art the habitation of the ungodly? And 
wherefore did the hery deluge deſtroy: your pleaſant 
dwellings, ye cities of the plain? Ye juſtified belie- 
vers, whoſe iniquities are pardoned, whoſe tranſgreſ- 
fon is forgiven, your Surety felt the, effects of that 
hatred of kn which you ſhould have experienced. 
Not all the vials of his vengeance pourcd on the heads 
of ſinful men and angels, can half fo loud proclaim. 
the holineſs of God, as the ſufferings of the innocent 
and lovely Jeſus : who therefore is repreſented, by 
an inſpired writer, when teſtifying before-hand of 
the ſufferings of Chriſt, to turn his meditation upon 
the holineſs of him that inhabits the praiſes of Iſtael, 
when grappling with the dreadful vengeance due to 
our iniquities: ** My God, my God, why, haſt thou 
«« forfaken me'? why art thou ſo far from helping 
„me?“ Am I not the Son of thy love? hare I not 
done always the things that pleaſed thee ? why doſt 
thou hide thy face? why doſt thou count me for an 
enemy, and deal with me as I were an egregious 
tranſgreſſor ? But what do I ſay? I am the Surety 
of loſt ſinners, by my Father's commiſſion, by my own 
conſent, My ſufferings are jult, are neceſſary from 
the holineſs of thy nature; and for this amazing 
tranſaction, thou ſhalt rejoice in the praiſes of Iſrael 
to al] everlaſting. 


As every diſobedience receives a juſt recompence 


f reward; ſo his countenance doth behold the . 
right: 
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right: he will bleſs the righteous, and compaſs them 


with his favour as with a ſhield. O bleſſed Jeſus, 
« thou loved righteouſneſs, and bated iniquity, and 
God, even thy God, did for this cauſe anoint thee 
© with the oil of gladneſs above thy fellows,” And 
what are all the bleſſings of the followers of the 
Lamb, from the ſmalleſt crumb, to the poaderous 
crown of glory, but the reward of holineſs; the 
reward of grace to their implanted, of debt to their 
imputed *righteouſneſs? Yea, even in the place of 
puniſhment, where he will be favourable no more, 
the kind regards of God to goodneſs and morality 


will be demonſtrated, Thoſe who, though far from 


righteouſneſs, were not ſo vicious as others, ſhall 
wear a lighter chain, than their fellows: who have 
been guilty of more atrocious crimes. 


Ye ſons of men, how long will you love vanity ? 
how long will ye turn this glory into ſhame ? Love- 
ly perfection, how much art thou deſpiſed in the 
world! How rarely to be found in the land of the 
living, whether we ſearch for thee in city or in coun- 
try, in the lofty palace, or in the humble cottage ! 
How ſmall the number of thy votaries! This man 
affects to be learned, that to be polite, and another 
to be witty ; but few to be holy in all manner of con- 
verſation. Vet are thy pleaſures pure, and without 
alloy. „Thy ways are pleaſantneſs, and all thy 
paths are peace.” How greatly they reproach 
thee, who draw thy picture in robes of melancholy, 
and looks of dark diſquietude. Whether thou leadeſt 
thy favourites by the ſtill waters of meditation, or 
brings them to the houſe of prayer, or makeſt them 
lie down in the green paſtures of ordinances; thy 
Joys are joys indeed, which nothing earthly gives, 
or can deſtroy, Joys that will abide the teſt, nor 
fluſh 
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fluſh the cheek of ſhame, nor render pale with pitt, 
Under thy kindly influence, what pleaſing exerciſe 
is afforded to every rational power] In thoſe happy 
moments, the ſoul, and all that is within us, is 
ſtirred up to magnify and bleſs his holy name, and all 
our bones to ſay, Who is like unto thee? Nor can 
the countenance diſſemble the heart · felt ſatis faction. 
As the blaze of crackling thorns, differs from the 
light of-the day, ſent from the ſan's bright orb; ſo 
differ worldly pleaſures from divine. Theſe leave 
behind no ſtings of fierce repentance, can greatly 
triumph over death, and aſk the grave, Where is 


« thy victory ?” 


Wu thou withdraweſt thy footſteps, the world 
is out of joint, and all its foundations are out of 
courſe. Angels are turned into devils, and heaven 
is turned into hell. For the retrieving of thy injured 
honour, the Son of God came down from his exalt- 
ed throne, and, in the likeneſs of ſinful fleſh, ſtained 
the croſs with his blood. For the advancement of 
thy mtereſt;, the word of Ged was written, and the 
exceeding great and precious promiſes are left unte 
us, that by theſe being made partakers of the divine 
nature, we may cleanſe ourſelves from all filthineſs 
of the fleſh and ſpirit. And that our ſouls may be 
adorned with thy glorious beauty, the Holy Gholt 
deſcends into our hearts, 


By thee the righteous is more excellent than his 
neighbour, and the beggar with whom thou dwelleſt, 
more honourable than the king upon the throne, 
When the heavens ſhall vaniſh away like ſmoke, and 
the inhabitagts of the earth ſhall die, thou paſſeſt 0- 
ver into eter nity, where God hath prepared for thee 


a glorious habitation, When time and fair creation 
are 
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are perhaps forgot, thou ſhalt beam forth in amiable 
effulgence, and become an eternal excellency. 


Chrift compared to the ſur. 


EE there the glorious ruler of the day, who te- 
joioes as a ſtrong man to run a race! How u- 
niverſal is his influence! how rapid and how con- 
ſtant is his motion! That heavenly lamp has bla- 
zed for multitudes of ages in the blue yault of the 
firmament. Empires have ariſen and decayed, po- 
pulous cities have been laid in aſhes, without any 


trace now remaining of their ancient dignity and 


grandeur. All theſe revolutions have been beheld 
by this bright eye of the world, without any viſible 


diminution, or material alteration. The ſelf-ſame 


ſun now chears us with his beams that aroſe upon 
former generations; and will adminiſter e fame 
conſolation anto others, when we ſhall be laid in the 
duſt, Whether ſhall we moſt admire the beauty or 
the uſefulneſs of this reſplendent ſuminary ? Not a 
more beauteous creature did ever drop from the cre- 
ating hands of the Almighty, To this bright orb 
ve are indebted for chearful light, and genial 
warmth. Without his. powerful aid, we ſliould for 
ever mourn under the frown of hideous darkneſs, 
and pine away under the piercing rage of winter, 
The rivers would he hardened into ice, and the 
mountains covered with eternal ſnow. Who could 
live in his cold! Were it nat for his beneficial in- 
fluence, our eyes would not be charmed with fight 
of vernal bloom, or ſammer's roſe; our noſtrils 
would not be ſaluted with the ſweets of the garden; 
our taſte would not be regaled with the fruits of the 
autumn, and golden treaſures of the baryeſt, It is 


this 
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this which make the melancholy deſart to rejoice; 
the fields to ſmile, the little hills to fing. Whenhe 
rejoices in his eaſt, how do the chearful birds hail 
his arrival! And even the clouds of melancholy are 
diſpelled from the human mind. Fair in himſelf, he 
beautifies all nature's works. He paints the flowers 
of the ſpring, he clothes in funny robes the roſe and 
the lily, he tips with gold the morning and the even- 
ing clouds, and in the day of rain the bright etke- 
rial bow derives from him that idimitable brightneſs 
which charms: the eye of a g multitudes. 


FAD » 1 


:Fardfocke the fun, abs: fair the morning-ray; 
but not to be compared with the beauty of the Lord, 
which above all things the ſanQified ſoul is deſirous 
of beholding. O'thbu who waſt dead, and art alive 
again, who liveſt for ever, thou brighteſt; Sun of 
righteouſneſs, that ſhined in the firmament of the 
ehurch from the 'moſt early ages, that exiſted be- 
fore the day-ſpring knew his place, and that wilt be 
unto thy people for an everlaſting light, who ſhall 
declare thy matchleſs beauty, thy. dazzling ſplendor, 
thy univerſal infllence! When we eſſay to lift our 
weak and ſickly eyes to thee, we are not able to take 
a ſteady view of the incomprehenſible glory of thy 
myſterious perſon; for thou dwelleſt in the dark- 
neſs of too much light. By thee is life and immor- 
tality brought to light; and were it not for thy di- 
rective ray, who ſhould guide our feet in the way of 
peace? We no more need to wander in uncertain- 
ty, nor is the grave a frightful proſpect unto dying 
mortals. In thy light O let me walk, and in thy 
light work out my own ſalvation. O warm my cold 
affections, and melt my frozen heart with thy all- 
powerful beam. Inkindle ſuch a flame as many wa- 
ters cannot quench, In yain, ye goſpel- miniſters, 

| ye 
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ye ſtars in the firmameat of the church, in vain ye 
ſhed your feeble rays, when he, the Fountain of 
your day, refuſes to ariſe. Ye twinkling ſparks of 
worldly comforts, you cannot drive away the night 
of melancholy from our dejected ſpirits ; but when 
he ſcatters his rays, and ſhews his face, O how the 
ſhadows 10 away! | 


THEN chearfulneſs and joy returns unto the ſoul, 
and the voice of melody is heard in the tabernacles 
of the righteous. ** The flowers appear in the earth, 
e the time of the ſinging of birds is come.” But 
when he hides away his face, ah ! what withering of 
the ſoul ! then, ye trees of righteouſneſs, the plant- 
ing of the Lord, that he may be glorified, reſign 
your blooming pride, and your branches are not 
loaded, as uſual, with the fruits of righteouſneſs. 


_ Warn clouds and darkneſs are round about us, 
in the dark day of tribulation and affliction, what 
direful gloom would overſpread our ſouls, but that 
this kindly Sun of righteouſneſs ſtamps on our black- 
eſt clouds a glorious brightneſs. It is the bow in 
the cloud, which makes our darkneſs ſmile. | 


D&READFUL was that eclipſe which thou didſt la- 
bour under, O-thou light of the world, when offer- 
ing up thyſelf through the eternal Spirit. From the 
hiding of the Father's face, from the frown of his 
angry countenance, waſt thou ſhorn of thy rays. 
Arraigned before an earthly tribunal, condemned 
with injuſtice, wounded with ignominious ſcourges 
and piercing thorns, and crucified with unutterable 
agony; I ſee thee deſcending into the grave. The 
"ks, the flinty rocks, had compaſſion upon thy pi- 
teous ſufferings, nor could the ſun conceal his in- 

dignation : 
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dignation : for in that hour and power of darknefs, 


he laid afide his bridegroom: attire, and clothed him- 
ſelf in fackcloth. Red and bloody was thy ſetting, 
in the evening of thy mortal life ; but glorious was 
thy ariſing, in the morning of thy refurreQtion, 


For us, not for thyſelf, thou waſt eclipſed in 
ſach bloody ſufferings, that we might not for ever 
dwell in the dark regions of the ſhadow of death, 


Shine thou for ever, bleffed Jeſus, in the firmament 
of the church, and in the firmament of my ſoul, 


Who ſhall pluck thee from thy ſphere, or arreſt thee 
in thy progreſs? Not all the powers of hell, nor 
the united force of inward luſts, and ſtrong corrup- 
tions. Ariſe upon the darkened nations with heal- 
ing in thy wings, and chaſe away ignorance and de- 
luſion by the brightneſs of thy coming. 

* 


BLESSED are thoſe happy people on whom thou 
fpreads thy chearful Iight, who triumph in thy 
beams, and ſolace themſelves under thy genial 
warmth, But, ah! how many times thy rays are 
intercepted by the moon of a preſent world interpo- 
ſing itſelf betwixt thee and us! How frequently 
the cares, how frequently the comforts of this life, 
lie too near in my heart, and ſhew big in my eye, 
and hide thy chearful face from my ſoul! How of- 
ten have the clouds of prevailing iniquity, and rei- 
terated provocations, covered the face of my mind, 
and blotted out the day! O ſcatter thy victorious 
rays abroad, and chaſe them from thy ſky! Blot 
out as a cloud my tranſgreſſions, and as a thick 
cloud my ſins, by the rays of thy juſtifying righ- 
teouſneſs, and ſanctifying influences. 


BLE$s the Lord, ye higbly fayoured, who belt 
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in his rays, and walk in the light of his countenance. 
« God is the Lord which hath ſhewed us light : bind 
« ye the ſacrifice with cords unto the horns of the 
« altar, For through the tender mercies of God, 
« the day-ſpring from pp high hath viſited us. Walk 
jn the light while you have it; and remember the 
« days of darkneſs, you know not but they ſhall be 
„many.“ 


O v that ſlumber upon your beds, and waſte 
your golden ſeaſon of grace in indolent repoſe! a- 
wake, ariſe, go forth, and behold him coming forth 
of his chamber as a bridegroom, The darkneſs is 
paſt, the ſhadows are fled, the wild beaſts have now 
retired to their dens, the birds of paradiſe rejoice, 
and the voice of gladneſs is heard in Immanuel's land. 
Now is the time for the traveller to glory to pur- 
ſue his journey to the better country. Shortly the 
night cometh wherein no man can work or walk; 2 
night that will not know the dawning of the day. 
Awake thou that ſleepeſt, and ariſe from the dead, 
* and Chriſt ſhall give thee light,” 


Chriſt the ſaint pattern. 


HE imitator of Jcſus Chriſt is one, who being 
intereſted in him as his propitiation, cannot 

but chooſe to follow him as his pattern: for he 
knows, that though it be not the only or principal 
end, why the Son of God was manifeſted, it is, 
however, a very conſiderable part of his errand, in 
viſiting theſe regions of mortality, to give us a fair 
tranſcript, and a living copy of all thoſe graces and 
duties that are pleaſing unto God, and that are com- 
manded in the law, He reverences indeed the foot- 
F f ſteps 
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ſteps of the flock, and bleſſes God for the holy exam- 
ples of living and dead ſaints, which are noble in- 
centives to piety, and a devout converſation. But 
ſtill he regards the holieſt examples of living and 
dead ſaints, as but imperfect models of duty, ſome 
of their actions being evidently ſinful, and others of 
them doubtful and ſuſpicious. Jeſus Chriſt he con- 
ſiders as the only finiſhed pattern of obedience, in 
whoſe preſence Moſes is not meek, Solomon is not 
wiſe, Job is not patient, David is not upright, A- 
braham, is not ſtrong in faith, Elijah is not zealous, 
and Paul, the labouring apoſtle, is not diligent. 
His fellow-ſaints, and thoſe who have gone before 
him, may indeed ſurpaſs him in what he actually at- 
tains unto, but not in what he aims at. He knows, 
that the finer the copy is, the fairer will be the learn- 
er's hand; therefore he ſets the Lord alway before 
him. To follow the ſteps of Chriſt alone, is far more 
eligible in his eſteem, than to go in the way of the 
world, or follow the multitude to do evil. And 
how can it be otherwiſe, when he conſiders that the 
example of Chriſt is the example of his beſt friend, 
his glorious head, his great Lord and Maſter, his 
leader and commander, the ſhepherd and biſhop of 
his ſoul, the captain of his ſalvation, and the author 
of his high and heavenly calling ? 


He reckons it a far more glorious and honourable 
attainment to reſemble his bleſſed Saviour in holineſs 
and obedience to the will of God, than though he 
could be like him in the power of working miracles ; 
a power which has been in ſome meaſure imparted to 
the workers of iniquity, 


THEsE moſt invaluable books, the goſpels of 


Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, that contain the 
ſacred 
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ſacred memoirs of the life of Jeſus, he prefers before 
all other biography. Theſe venerable hiſtories he 
peruſes night and day, not merely with the eye of a 
critic, that he may underſtand their ſenſe, and diſco- 
ver their beauties, but with the eye of a painter, who 
gazes at a fine picture that he may imitate the artiſt's 
delicate deſigns, that he may go and do likewiſe, 


Ix all places, companies, duties, and emergence, 
he labours to conſider with himſelf, How would my 
Lord and Saviour, were he in my place, acquit him- 
ſelf on this occaſion ? Would he do this or that? 
would he allow it to be done ? 


THERE are many actions of the man Chriſt Jeſus 
which were performed by him as a human creature, in 
conformity to the moral law, which are to be imita- 
ted in the letter of them. If he obeyed his parents, 
prayed to his God, forgave his enemies, paid tri- 
bute to Ceſar, deſpiſed no man for his poverty; 
eſteemed no man for his wealth; if he pleaſed not 
himſelf, nor ſought his own glory; if he was hea- 
renly in his diſcourſe, chearful in his obedience, un- 
wearied in his application to his work, and mortified 
to the world in the whole tenor of his converſation : 
theſe are branches of his behaviour, in which the 
ſervant of Chriſt follows him in the moſt literal ſenſe, 
though at a humble diſtance ; not as Aſahel followed 
Abner, but as Peter followed his Maſter afar off, Theſe 
duties are not only incumbent upon him by the autho- 
rity of the precept, but are ſanQified unto him, are 


rendered ſweet and eaſy, by the example of the 
Lord... 


Bur there are other actions of Chriſt, in which he 
ated the God: he faſted forty days; he judged the 
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hearts of the Phariſees; he took the aſs of another 
man to ride upon, as it had been his own ; he ſcour- 
ged the buyers and ſellers out of the temple ; he fore- 
told future eyents, and performed a great number 
of miracles, To imitate theſe in the letter of them, 
the Chriſtian knows very well is utterly impoſſible; 
and to attempt it, abſolutely unlawful. But though 
the matter of them is only propoſed to his faith, the 
ſpirit of them, or the mind with which he did them, 
is alſo propoſed to his imitation, His taking upon 
him the form of a ſervant, when he was in the form 
of God, and his giving himſelf a ſacrifice unto God 
of a ſweet · ſmelling ſavour, though for the matter 
of them they are actions utterly incapable of imita- 
tion; yet even theſe high acts, in the true ſpirit of 
them, the Chriſtian will endeavour to tranſcribe, by 
a humble and condeſcending behaviour, and by walk- 
ing in love, as Chriſt alſo loved him. As John the 
Baptiſt did go before the Meſhah in the ſpirit and 
power of Elias, though there was a great difference 
betwixt the individual actions of theſe two men; ſo 
he goes in the ſpirit and power of Chriſt, notwith- 
ſanding of the huge diſtance that muſt always be be- 
tween the Saviour and the ſaint, 


HE may, as his Lord and Maſter, be expoſed to 
calumnies of every kind; but at laſt his righteouſneſs 
is brought forth as the light, and even when he gains 
not the applauſe of the tongue, he wins the appro- 
bation of the heart. If any human thing could re- 
claim an ungodly ſinner, it would be the converſation 
of him who imitates the life of Chriſt, Here even 
the carnal man beholds the reality of religion brought 
home to his very ſenſes, and the power of his luſts 
is aſſaulted with holy violence. As Chriſt is the vi- 


ſible image of the inviſible God; ſo is this man the 
viſible 
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viſible image of Chriſt, whom the world ſeeth no 


more, becanſe ** the heavens muſt contain him, un- 
© til the time of the reſtitution of all things.“ 


On the excellency of Chriſtianity. 
E this man glory in his illuſtrious anceſtors, 
and think himſelf intitled to the honour and 
eſteem of others, becauſe deſcended of the worthy 
and renowned. Yet if he does not at all inherit 
their ſuppoſed virtues, the nobility of his birth 1s 
the ſtain of his reputation; and the ſounding titles 
wherewith he may be addreſſed, are in reality no 
better than a ſatyr upon his manners. As it will 


not add any thing to the value of lead or tin, 


theſe vulgar metals, that they are extracted from 
the precious filver ore; ſo neither will an high ex- 
traction impart a value to the worthleſs and vulgar 
character. 


LET another bleſs himſelf in a fancied ſuperiori- 
ty to others, becauſe he enjoys the favour of the 
great, dwells in a fine houſe, heaps up ſilver as the 
duſt,” maintains a numerous retinue of ſervants, and 
loads his table with the moſt delicious food: I ne- 
rer can think his character ennobled by all this pomp 
and wealth. He enjoys the favour of the great; 
but not thy loving-kindneſs, O God, which is bet- 
ter than life, He dwells under a magnificent 
roof; but he makes not the Moſt High his habita- 
tion, Tell me not of his heaps of ſilver and gold; 
for he is not rich in good works :—nor of his nume- 
rous ſervants ; for himſelf is a ſlave to vile aftec- 
tions, He loads his table with luxurious food; 
8 his ſoul feedeth on aſhes, and huſks that ſwine 
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Nox has he a whit better title to fame, and ſolid 
glory, who enjoys what is commonly ſtiled pepula- 
rity, and lives upon the tongues of multitudes, A- 
las! how far are they from being competent judges 
of what is truly great and laudable! What wiſe 
man values himſelf on the commendation of fools ? 
But ſometimes.they may be in the right. Be 
it ſo. Yet ſtill how ſcanty the limits, how ſhort the 
duration in which the fame of the moſt renowned 
muſt neceſſarily be confined! How many places, e- 
ven on this our globe, where the name of the moſt 
celebrated man on earth has not been ſo much as 
heard of! How many heroes of antiquity, that 
kept the world awake with noiſe and luſtre, whoſe 
names and actions are forgot, as though they had not 
been! Where now are the mighty troublers of 
mankind? O death, what contempt doſt thou pour 
on princes! As clouds are driven by the northern 
blaſt, as ſnow is melted by the ſun, and as. ſtubble 
is conſumed before the fire; ſo vaniſhes all glory and. 
renown at thy approach. Seeſt thou that repoſi- 
tory of the dead, where the duſt of the vaſſal and his 
lord are blended together in groſs familiarity. Here 
all precedency is a jeſt. In vain is the corpſe of the 
right honourable depoſited in marble, or incloſed in 
ſilrer. Alas! the worms are not afraid to riot on his 
feſh, who wore imperial purple. They keep no awful 
diſtance from majeſty itſelf, 


M1iSERABLE they who were not careſul to diſtinguiſn 
themſelves from the common herd of mankind, but by 
theſe diſtinctions that are aboliſhed in the grave, and 
that are of no avail in the awful judgment. With 
what blank ſaces will they look, who have no other 
recommendations but their illuſtrious pedigree, their 
abundant 
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abundant, wealth, and their popular renown, when 
the Son of the carpenter, whoſe. life was lowly, and 
his death ignominious, ſhall ſiſt them before his tri- 
bunal? When every maſk ſhall be pulled off, and 
every man appear in that character which really be- 
longs-to him? When their eternal ſtate ſhall be ad- 


juſted, not according to what they ſeemed in their. 
own or others eyes, but according to what they were 


in the eye of God, the malt unqueſtionable Judge of 
all their actions? b 


CEasE then, O my ſoul! to admire, or to envy. 
the glory of the world. Nor judge them truly ho- 
nourable, whoſe ſouls are not truly great, and whoſe. 
glory will not deſcend after them into the grave. If 
2 horſe is not. judged of by the gaudineſs of his trap- 
pings, a ſtatue by the grandeur of its pedeſtal ; why 
ſhould we judge of men by their outward appenda- 
ges, which may be ſtript off in this preſent life, and 
mult of neceſſity be in the life to come? 


CHRISTIANITY, it is thine alone to lift the poor 
from the dunghill, and the needy out of the duſt, . 
and ſet them among princes, In thy light we clear- 
ly ſee how theſe that are eſteemed the offscourings 
of all things, may, notwithſtanding, be the excel- 
lent of the earth. He—he is truly honourable, 
whom the Almighty from his throne beholds deſpi- 
ling in his heart thoſe things which are reckoned great 
among men, and ardently aſpiring at thoſe ſublime 
diſtinQions that are worthy of his rational and immortal 
nature, He pays indeed a due regard to his good 
name, and would not willingly ſo much as incur the 
luſpicion of being guilty of what is unworthy of him. 
If a fair reputation may be acquired and maintained 
by a patient continuance in well-doing, he does not 


at 
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at all deſpiſe it, but eſteems it more than riches: for 
a good report maketh the bones fat, and enables the 
man that is poſſeſſed of it to be more extenſively uſe- 
ful, in promotiag the good of his fellow-creatures, 
and the glory of his Creator, But even when he 
does good, it is not the applauſe of men he princi- 
pally courts ; but by honour and diſhonour, by evil 
report and good report, he approves himſelf unto the 
conſcience of every man. If-he gains their commen- 
dations, he does not greatly rejoice z if he incurs- 
their cenſure, he is not greatly ſorrowful. Some- 
times he takes pleaſure in reproaches, and rejoiees 
that he is counted worthy. to ſuffer ſhame for his 
name's ſake. . 


WHarT though he ſhould live in the vale of life? 
though he be not pointed at as he goes along ? though: 
he hear not the acclamations of the. people? His: 
Praiſe is not of men, but of God; who knows his 
way; who points him forth to angels as the object ok 
their regard; while they, with true applauſe, re- - - 
count his praiſes, 


WHAT though he boaſt not the honours of his 
race, when the royal blood of heaven flows in his 
veins, becauſe he is born from above ? | 


WHAT though he be not a favourite of the prince, 
when like a prince he has power with God. 
Thovgh he poſſeſs not a great quantity of wealth, 
when the unſearchable riches: of Chriſt are all his 
own ? Though his ſteps are not attended by 2 
numerous train of ſervants, when even the bleſſed 
angels are miniſtering ſpirits unto him, and keep him 
in all his ways? Though he have no better man- 


ſion than a cobwebbed cottage, when the wy of 
glory 
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glory deigns to come under his lowly roof, and 
even to dwell with him? Though his cloaths 
are not beſmeared with gold, when he puts on righ- 
teouſneſs as a garment ? Though he lives on 
homely food, and drinks not generous wine in gold 
and ſil ver veſſels; the fleſh and blood of the Son of 


God is his daily proviſion, And though his me- 
mory ſhould die away, in the city where he lived, yet 


his memorial in heaven is everlaſting, 


Go then, O immortal ſoul, ſeek this honour that 
comes from God only, which is no phantom that will 
mock thy graip, no bubble that will break at thy 
touch, no ſhadow that will fly from him that pur- 
ſues after, but « bleſſed reality that will crown thy 
wiſhes. Thy paſhon needs not fill thy cheeks with 
bluſhing ; for it is adequate to thy rational nature. 
O glorious honour ! which Cefar cannot confer, 
which money cannot procure. The praiſe of men 
cannot beſtow, the reproaches of men cannot take it 
away. The Lord of hoſts hath purpoſed to ſtain 
the pride of all other glory; but this honour ſhall 
never be laid in the duſt, 


On prudence. 


Hz xk is a prudence which is ſo eſſential to the 
being of a Chriſtian, that it is but another 

name for that faith by which he lives. He that is 
wiſe unto ſalvation; he that knows thee the only 
true God, and Jeſus Chriſt whom thou haſt ſent 
he that is inſtructed in the kingdom of heaven, to 
underſtand the truths he ſhould believe, the 
duties he ſhould * and the happineſs he 
ſhould 
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ſhould purſue; he—he is a prudent man, though 
he ſhould be neither a wiſe economiſt in matters of 
this world, a plodding ſtateſman, nor a cunning ar- 
tificer. For his God doth. inſtruct him to diſcretion; 
and though a fool, in his own and others opinion, 
he errs not in the way of holineſs. 


Bur there is a prudence of a much narrower kind, 
which if it be not eſſential, is highly ornamental to 
the Chriſtian in the whole tenor of his life, By this 
he does not ſo much avoid immoralities, as impro- 
prieties of behaviour; which though they ſhould 
not make him guilty in the eye of God, would, not- 
withſtanding, render him contemptible among men, 
In him the wiſdom. of the ſerpent is happily married 
with the ſimplicity of the dove, whilſt he defends 
himſelf from the injuries of the world, without in- 
curring the guilt of being himſelf injurious. 


THERE is not perhaps any one deſcription that 
comprehends more of his real character, than this, 
that his heart diſcerns both time and judgment.” 
It is a maxim worthy to drop from the pen of the 
wiſeſt of all men, that for every thing there is a 
* ſeaſon, and a time for every purpoſe under hea- 
« yen.” This excellent precept he well underſtands, 
as knowing, that let an action be ever ſo good, if 
it is miſplaced, and thrown out of its due order; it 
gathers an aukwardneſs, and expoſes to contempt. 


Hs knows when to be ſerious, and when to be 
chearful ;——when to be zealous, and when to be mo- 
derate ;—when to be deliberate, and when to be ha- 
ſty ;—when to be ſingular, and when to be conform- 
ed;—when to ſpeak, and when to refrain from 
ſpeaking ;—when to reprove, and when to com- 

mend; 
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mend; — when to give, and when to with-hold ;—. 


and never can, with a good grace, become the ob- 
ject of contempt and deriſion. 


For by this prudent timing of every word and 
action, he appears to every impartial ſpectator ſerious, 
but not dumpiſh ;—chearful, yet not frothy; — zea- 
lous, yet not fiery ;—moderate, but not lax ;— 


deliberate, but not lazy active, but not raſh ;— 
ſingular, but not nice; — courteous, but not crin- 
ging; — noble, but not proud ;—frugal, but not co- 
vetous; de vout, but not ſuperſtitious ;—refigned, 
but not negligent ;—fixed, but not dogmatical ;— 
liberal, but not prodigal. He ſpeaks, but he is not 
talkative. He keeps filence, but he is not ſullen. 
He reproves, but he breaks not the head. He com- 
mends, but he puffs not up. His words are few, 
but they are as goads, and as nails faſtened in a ſure 
place, Sometimes. indeed he may be betrayed into 
an improper action, when he truſts too much to his 
own underſtanding, or gives the reins to his unruly 
paſhons; than which there are no greater adverſa- 
ries to prudence of every kind. But he improves e- 
ven by his blunders, whilſt with ſhame he recollects 
them, and reſolves againſt the like failures in time 
coming, He ſearches the ſcriptures, which can 
give even to the young man knowledge and diſcre- 
tion, He mortifies his luſts, and moderates his paſ- 
ſions, He maintains a life of communion with God. 
Therefore ſhall he guide his affairs with diſcretion 
unto the end: therefore ſhall he deal prydently ; he 
ſhall be extolled, and be very high. Good men ſhall 
rejoice to ſee none occaſion of ſtumbling in him : 
and they that defire occaſion, ſhall be aſhamed, be- 
cauſe it is cut off. Go thou and do likewiſe, 
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HE diligent Chriſtiap is a perſon who looks 
upon time as the moſt invaluable of all trea- 
fares, and upon the ſalvation of his ſoul as the moſt 


intereſting buſineſs of life. He aſſigns not the dregs 


of his time to the exerciſes of devotion, while the 
flower of it is dedicated unto the purſuit of worldly 
employments : but he ſerves God with the beſt he 
can afford, He does not ſay unto the duties of re- 
ligion, as the partial Chriſtians of the apoſtle James 
faid to the poor man in vile raiment, when he came 
into their aſſembly, Stand ye there, or, Sit here under 
my footſtool, while the duties of his civil calling are 


Invited, with the man that wears the gold ring, and 


gay cloathing, to ſit in a good place. He ſeeks firſt 
the kingdom of God and his righteouſneſs, and other 
things can only claim a ſecondary care. Like Solo- 
mon, he firſt builds the houſe of God, and then his 
own houſe. As the ſhekel of the ſanQuary was 
double to the common ſhekel; ſo, in the matters of 
eternity; he doubles the diligence that he uſes in the 
matters of time. Religion 1s not his by-work, nor 
a matter of mere amuſement, which he may, or may 
not attend unto, as he pleaſes, He knows that in 
all labour there is profit; and that neither the 
bleſſings of providence nor grace will fall into the 
mouth of the yawning ſluggard. Doſt thou not ſee, 
O my ſoul, with what inceſſant toil the children of men 
acquire their worldly riches ? what dangers they de- 
fy ? what difficulties they ſurmount ? with what la- 
borious efforts they hew out to themſelves broken 
ciſterns, that can hold no water? They put forth 


their hand upon the rock, and oyerturn the very 
mountains, 
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mountains. They are not afraid of killing damps, 
nor overflowing floods, that their eye may ſee every 
precious thing. And ſhall I not much more give di- 
ligence to obtain the prize of my high calling, which 
cannot be valued with the gold of Ophir, the precious 
onyx, or the ſapphire? How is he filled with con- 
ſcious ſhame at ſuch a thought ! that worldly yani- 
ties appear with more attractive charms in the 
eyes of worldly men, than the things above in his 
eyes, and ſhould inſpire them with greater ardor to 
obtain them! But eſpecially when he conſiders the 
ſhame, the pain, the ſorrow, and the unknown a- 
ponies of the Redeemer, to compaſs our ſalvation ; 
he can no more regard it as a matter of indifferency, 
that colt the Saviour ſo dear. Did he think my ſal- 
vation worthy of fo much blood? and ſhall I think 
it worthy of no more but a few languid endeavours, 
flothful wiſhes, lazy defires ? - He looks upon no 
time as incapable of religious improvement, Even 
the ſeaſons of worldly avocations are ſometimes bleſſ- 
ed feaſons of intercourſe with Heaven. As the ima 

of Czſar was inſtamped upon the ſmalleſt coin, as 
well as the greateſt ; ſo the beauty of the Lord his 
God is ſtamped upon the minuteſt actions of life, 
and eftabliſhes every work of his hand. Holineſs, 
like a beautiful and ſhining varniſh, ſpread over the 
colourings of a picture, imparts a heavenly luſtre to 
his whole converſation, Inſtead of contriving excu- 
ſes to blunt the edge of the precept, and ſtil 
the clamours of his ewn conſcience, when call- 
ed to any neceſſary duty, he opens his mouth, and 
pants for God's commandments. He leaps upon the 
mountains, and ſkips over the hills of difficulty. He 
eſteems every day loſt in which he has done nothing 
for the glory of God, the edification of his neigh- 
bour, or his own ſalvation. The time which is em- 
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ployed by others in vain jangling, and the canyaſk 
ing of idle controverſies, he beſtows upon the mor- 
tifying of his earthly affections, and holding fellow- 
ſhip with God. When engaged in prayer, or any 
holy duty, heyputs a holy conftraint upon the back- 
ward fleſh, he rallies his wandering thoughts, awakens 
his drowſy powers, and takes, as it were, by vio- 
lence the kingdom of heaven. He conſiders no at- 
tainment of religion as fit to be reſted in, and in the 
matters of ſalvation he makes exception to the rule, 
« Be content with ſuch things as you have.” When 
old age ſhall clothe his head in ſnow, and furrow 
his face with wrinkles, the retroſpe& of his paſt 
life will not reſemble a barren and unſightly deſart, 
but a cultivated garden. He is a credit to the reli- 
gion he profeſſes, and in ſome good meaſure, by his 
edifying life, and confirming converſation, ſupplies 
the want of miracles. But though he works out his 
own ſalvation with fear and trembling, it is not by 
his own ſtrength; nor does he look upon his dili- 
gence, however great, as meritorious of eternal life. 
For as Chriſt hath wrought all his works for him; 
ſo it is God that worketh in him both to will and to 
do of his good pleaſure, 
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UT what ſhall we ſay of him who deſpiſes the 
world, and its faſhions that paſs away ? Shall 

we ſay, that he is lazy and indolent in his lawful call 
ing, neglecting to provide for his own? No: for 
we find that even the Son of God himſelf, in the days 
of his obſcurity, handled the teols of the carpenter. 
Or that his lawful comforts are taſteleſs and 


inſipid to him? How then ſhould he be duly mor 
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ful to his all- gracious Benefadtor? He neither ad- 
mires the fooliſh action of him who threw his money 
into the ſea, not the diſcontented practice of thoſe, 
whether of the Pagan, Jewiſh, or Chriſtian deno- 
mination, who being weary of the world, condemn- 
ed themſelves to a civil death, or voluntary baniſh- 
ment, from the cheerful haunts of men, retiring to 
the lonely cell, or ſolitary deſart. He knows there 
is nothing. better than for a man to rejoice in his 
labour, Even in his worldly portion, he enjoys his 
God, and reads the love of his dying Redeemer, 


Bur ſuch is the acquaintance he has with the glo- 
ry of heaven, the dignity of his own ſoul, the vain 
and hurtful nature of the world, that he highly dif- 
dains to ſet his affections on the things of the earth, 
either ia whole, or in part, as though they could be 
the main ſprings of his felicity. 


Is he placed in humble circumſtances, having no 
large quantity of earthly goods at his command? He 
diſcerns in this providence the kindly affection of a 
tender parent, removing from the reach of a beloved 
child, what might prove hurtful and pernicious 
whilſt thoſe for whom ke has no ſuch tender regard, 
are permitted to fall upon it, and, to their unſpeak- 
able prejudice, to fill their bellies with his hidden 
treaſure, He envies not, but rather pities the men 
of ſuperior rank, whoſe wiſhes are not crowned by 
the abundance of their riches ; but their ſorrows are 
multiplied, and new fewel is added to their luſts : 
and many of them, alas! have their portion in this life, 
As for thoſe that ſet the world in their hearts, (by 
far too fine a frame for ſuch a wretched pebble), all 
whoſe days are ſorrow, and their labour grief; he 
zan no more eſteem them truly rich, than we would 
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think the man happy, whoſe intrails ſhould be tortu- 
red with a precious diamond, fit to ſhine in the 
crown of the moſt exalted monarch, 


Ir he is rich in this world, he is neither too joy- 
ful in having, too ſolicitous in keeping, too anxious 
in increaſing, nor too ſorrowful in loſing theſe cor - 
ruptible things. He rejoices more in the promiſes 
of the Bible, than in the gold of his coffers. As the 
feamen ere careful not to admit into their veſſel the 
waters of the ocean by any the ſmalleſt cranny; as 
well aware how quickly they would deſcend unto the 
bottom: fo he is fearful to admit this world into his 
affections, leſt he be drowned in perdition. He is 
tully perſuaded, that he is as much an idolater, who 
offers the affections of his heart to the unrighteous 
mammon, and ſays unto fine gold, Thou art 
my confidence,” as. that he is an idolater, who 
uncovers the head, kiſtes the hand, or bows the 
knee to an idol, or honours the vanities of the Gen- 
tiles with ſacrifices and incenſe. Too eagerly to 
graſp what is his own he equally abhors, as violent- 
ly to ſnatch at what is the property of his neighbour, 
Whilſt the niggardly wretch wants what he has, 
as well as what he has not, and his good is not in 
his hand; he enjoys the gifts of providence, by mo- 
derately uſing them to the glory of his Creator, and 
the good of his fellow · creature, He ſteers the mid- 
dle courſe between the ſordid miſer, who lays up his 
talent in a napkin, and the prodigal waſter, who 
conſumes upon his Juſts, what was given, him for 
more noble ends. He thankfully receives, but does 
not anxiouſly purſue the goods of fortune; aor aban- 
don himſelf to unmanly grief, when they make unto 
themſelves wings, and fly away. The world is 
dead to him, What 0 you bury it out of his 


licht! 
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faht? He reverences himſelf, and highly diſdains 
to place his happineſs in what was only deſigned for 
his temporary accommodation, Mindful of his high 
original, he ſuffers not this ſervant to bear rule; 
which were to ſubmit to a ſlavery of all other ſlavery 
the moſt inglorious! Whilſt he converſes much with 
things eternal and unſeen, he acquires a high diſ- 
dain of the temporal things that are ſeen. As he 
who deals much in pieces of gold, thinks little of 
copper money; the good of the heavenly country is 
before him, even the better and enduring ſubſtance, 
and, like the venerable patriarch, he regards not his 
tuff of worldly enjoyments, if he is called to for- 
goe them. He rejoices more that his friends are 
holy, than that they are wealthy; and is more an- 
vious to inſtill into the minds of his children ſenti- 
ments of devotion, than to bring them acquainted 
with the art of making. their fortune, and growing 
conſiderable in the world. He uſes the world as a 
flower, which preſerves its beauty. and verdure the 
longer, the leſs you handle it; When the buſy 
worldling at once throws up his intereſt in the com- 
forts of time, and pleaſures of eternity, this hea- 
ven- born ſoul has the true reliſh of life, and at the 
ſame time can rejoice in all the treaſures of eternity 
as his own proper mercies. Happy ſoul! he has 
provided for himſelf bags that wax not old, and du- 
rable riches, which no ruſt can corrupt, no thief can 
ſteal, of which no ſtorm, no conflagration, can be- 
reave him. 


On the improvement of time. 


Time, how ſhort is thy continuance how un- 
certain thy ſtay! 
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INDEED if we compare thee with the tranſtory 
faſhions of this world, thy face is full of wrinkles, 
and thou art the oldeſt of things: yet art thou but 
an infant in compariſon of eternity paſt: yet art 
thou but a moment in compariſon of eternity to come. 
Not many thouſand years ago the voice of the Al- 
mighty gave thee birth, when he ſpake and it was. 
done, he commanded and it ſtood faſt. Yet a little 
while, the voice of the archangel, and the laſt trum- 
pet's ſound ſhall give thee death, and thou ſhalt be no 
more. But O how ſcanty is the ſhare we have even 
in thy ſhort duration! To us thou dwindleſt down. 
to threeſcore years and ten; nor can we aſſure our- 
felves even of this little ſpan, 


WHiLtE we poor dreaming mortals, ſupinely yawn 
on our beds of ſloth, forgetful of the difficult and ne- 
ceſſary work of our ſalvation; thou. holdeſt on thy 
unrelenting career, ſwifter than the weaver's ſhuttle, 
the nimble arrow, or the cagle mat haſteth to her 


prey. 


NoxE ever heard the tread of thy nimble feet, nor 
the ſounding of thy wings. Though men have given 
thee a tongue, and thou ſpeakeſt not once or twice, 
but tweaty times in a day; yet man perceiveth it not. 
We neyer remember that the ſtriking of the clock 1s 
the knell of our departed hours; and we ſay, with 
the uggard, ** Yet a little ſleep, a little ſlumber, 
a little folding of the hands to ſleep.“ 


Covrp we recal thy ſteps, could we retrieve thy 
toſs; perhaps our folly might admit ſome ſhadow of 
excuſe, If our work might be accompliſhed with the 
fightelt application, and if we were not at all account- 
able for the improvement we make of this. moſt pre- 

* cious 


cious talent, then might our ſhameful prodigality be 
a more pardonable error, But ſince all theſe hopes 
are the moſt fooliſh and chimerical which can poſ- 


ſibly enter into human breaſts, to what ſhall we a- 


ſeribe our liſtleſs languor, but to the molt deſperate 
infatuation and ſtupidity ? 


Harry the man who has a heart given him to uſe 
this price put in his hand to get wiſdom, and who is. 
ſkilled in the holy merchandize of redeeming the time. 


There are two maxims to which, in the courſe of 


his life, he ſtedfaſtly adheres. 


The firſt is, That no fpace of time is to be left 
wholly blank and void, but every part of it ought to 
be filled up with doing good. He conſiders his time: 


as an eſtate or track of ground, that ought to be di- 


ligently cultivated, or manured, and no parcel of it, 
though ever ſo barren, incapable of ſome improve- 
ment. He allows to the innocent demands of nature, 
for ſleep and recreation, no more than is neceſſary to 
recruit its languiſhing powers. Every day he eſteems 
as loſt, which has not produced ſome action, that im- 
ports him as a rational and immortal creature, tend- 
ing to- promote either the glory of God, the good of 
his neighbour, or the ſalvation of his own ſoul, He 
does not content himſelf in being diligent merely in 
the buſineſs of his civil calling; but to his power he 
does good unto all men, if the ignorant are to be 
inſtructed,—if the unruly are to be warned, —if the 
weak are to be ſupported, —if the diſconſolate are to 
be comforted, —if the needy are to be relieved, —if 
Innocence is to be vindicated from unjuſt aſperſions, 


—if miſtaken prejudices are to be removed, and an- 


gry paſſions ſoothed. But chiefly acts of devotion, 
hearing or reading the word, pouring out his heart 
in 
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in prayer to a reconciled God; theſe are his favour · 
ite employments, arid the portions of time employed 
in them, the golden ſpoty of his exiſtence. A day 
in his courts he eſteems as better than a thouſand, 


THe /econd is, That no opportunity of time be 
faffered to flip. As © to every thing there is a ſea- 
s ſon, and a time for every purpoſe under heaven; 
theſe opportunities he lays hold upon, as the calls of 
providence to do good, which will be quickly over and 
gone. Ina word, he is haſty in beginning, and vigo- 
rous in purſuing every good work, and every landable 
enterpriſe, but chiefly the work of his. ſalvation. E- 
very day he conſiders as a new life, He cares not 
ſo much how long time he lives in the world, as how 
well he employs it; as well knowing that it is a pre- 
lade either to a joyful or a diſconſolate eternity. 


On death, 


Darn, how diſmal thy appearance! how 

grizlyare thy features, to thoſe whoſe thoughts 
cannot overlook this preſent tranſitory ſcene of 
things! who have not learned to expatriate in the 
unknown regions of eternity, and know not where 
they ſhall fix their everlaſting abode! How doſt 
thou rend the man in twain, burſting the filver cord 
which knit the ſoul and body into ane! From what 
doſt thou ſnatch us away? to what regions doſt thou 
convey us? through what dark paths wilt thou con- 
duct us from this world to the next? Theſe all 
conſpire to heighten thy terror, and make thy gloom 
more dreadful, 


® Trou rifieſt the treaſures of the anxious w—_ 
an 
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and ſullieſt all the honours ef the proud. At thy 
command the drunkard makes haſte to finiſh his de- 
bauch, and the delicious epicure becomes the ſweet 
repalt of worms and reptiles. How wilt thou 
quench each burning luſt in thy cold, icy arms, O 
king of terrors! The man of letters forgets his fa- 
yourite books, which now in vain adorn the ſhelves 
covered with duſt, The ſceptered hand now drops. 
the reins of government. The ſtately rooms of the 
palace no more behold their honoured lord. Thou 
changeſt our countenance, and ſendeſt us away. No 
more ſhall we behold our joyous home, our pleaſing 
and affectionate relations, nor the cheerful face of 


the day, nor the delightful variations of the ſeaſons. 


By thee, for ought we know, the ſtars are blown 
out as to us, the ſun and moon are extinguiſhed in 
their habitation. 


AND whither, O whither wilt thou carry us. 
when we renounce our correſpondence with the ſun ?, 


When our dull body drops into. the grave, and rots 
away unſcen, where wilt thou ſend our trembling 
ſouls? What ſights ſhall we ſee? What ſounds 
ſhall we hear? With whom ſhall we converſe ? A- 
las! it is a ſtate of which we are ignorant; a world 
of ſpirits, and diſembodied beings, with whom we 
have no familiarity here, F 


How dark is the tranſition! how dreary: is the 
path that leads us through thy deep and ſhady vale, 


O death! To whom have thy gates been opened? 


Who knows thy ſecret chambers? No mortal ere 
returned to tell us what thou art, 


YET muſt we tread the diſmal road; nor are our 
ſteps to be recalled when fairly entered on it. Ng 
man 
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man hath power to retain the breath of his noſtrils, 
neither hath he power in the day of death, How 


univerſal is thy dominion ! how cruel is thy-appe- 


tite, which never ſays, It is enough! Long haſt 
thou ſpread deſolation through the univerſe ; not a- 
mong beaſts and plants alone, but alſo among man's 
imperial race, in every period of time, Void of 
compaſhon for the ſmiling infant, the blooming 
youth, the venerable ſage, thou blendeſt them in 
undiſtinguiſhed ruin. Thou regardeſt not the forces 
of ſtrength, the charms of beauty, nor the golden 
bribes of riches. Thou poureſt contempt upon prin- 
ces, in whom we cannot therefore ſafely truſt ; and 
upon all the ſons of men, in whom there is no ſtay, 
becauſe they are born to die. 


«WHAT man is he that liveth, and ſhall not ſee 
te death?“ We need not ſearch for thee in the 
Plains of battle, in the rocks and billows of the 0- 
cean, nor on the loaded tables of luxury and intem- 
perance. Numberleſs accidents, and ghaſtly bands 
of pale diſeaſes, ſurround us in terrible array. But 
accidents apart, and pale diſeaſes ſet aſide, old age 
ſoon cuts the thread of life, and haſtens thy ap- 
proach. Threeſcore and ten, or fourſcore revol- 
ving winters, may perhaps be numbered by us. A- 
las! how ſoon is this period exhauſted ! How ex- 
ceeding diminutive it ſhews in reaſon's eye! and in 
the eye of him who is juſt now to render up the 
ghoſt! As the ſhuttle ſweeps over tbe loom in the 
twinkling of an eye; as the poſt, who carrying ſome 


| meſſage of importance, is diſpatched away, gains 


upon the road, and takes no time to view the adja- 
cent country; as the ſhip which has the wind in her 


wipgs, ſkims over the watery plain; and as the flect 
eagle, 


eaple, who ſpies out his prey from on high, deſcends 
with headlong precipitation ; ſo flies our momentary 
duration, 


Ver boaſt not of thy victories over the human 
race, thou unrelenting tyrant! There »re who can 
behold thee with a ſmile, and Jangh at the ſhaking 
of thy ſpear. Jeſus, the Joving Saviour, received in- 
to his ſoul thy fatal ſting, and wrought out all thy 
deadly venom. In vain you thought to hold him 
under thy gloomy dominion : for“ though he was 
« dead, yet he is alive again, and liveth evermore.” 
He entered thy dreary gates, and taſted of thy bit- 
ter cup for every elect man, Why ſhould we fear 
to taſte thee, or tread thy dreary vale, when the 
Breaker is gone up before us; who leads the blind 


in a way they know not, and in paths they have not 
known ? 


, 


Rix at death? Why ſhould the mournful 
priſoner take in bad part the kindly office that unties 
his fetters, and overturns the walls of his dungeon ? 
Why ſhould the child repine to burſt the narrow 
confinement of the womb, and ſalute the rejoicing 
light of day? Ought not the weary pilgrim to blefs 
the day which returns him to his Father's houſe ? 
and the eſpouſed bride to rejoice in the hour when 
ſhe is preſented to her faithful Bridegroom, without 
ſpot, or wrinkle, or any ſuch thing ? 


THovcn thy pains, O death, were as terrible 
as a timorous imagination paints them, (which yet 
they cannot be, when the ſenſation is gone); yet 
ſhould we ſoon forget our miſeries, by reaſon of 


thoſe tranſporting ſcenes which ſhall ſtraightway un- 
fold unto our view. 


How 
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How ſoandly ſhall our duſt ſleep in the peactful 
N thy dark and ſolitary manſton! where we 

all not be pained with the gnawing of the worm, 
nor offended by the nauſeous ſtench, nor wearied 
with the diſmal ſolitude, nor frighted with the fur- 
rounding darkneſs. Theſe are the terrors of the li- 
ving, not the dead, 


Ir is true, the pleaſant enjoyments of time are 
ours no more. But neither are the ſins nor the ſor- 
rows. We bid farewel vo the ſtreams, but we bathe 
in the fountain of felicity. We ſhall no more be- 
hold the ways of men, nor ſee the glory of the Lord 
in the land of the living; yet all we come to God 
the Judge of all, to Jeſus the Mediator of the new 
covenant, and to the innumerable company of an- 
gels, and fpirits of juſt men made perfect. 


Wulrukx canſt thon carry us, O death, from 
the preſence of that God, whoſe loving-kindnefs is 
better than life? When with thy trident thou ſhalt 
break the pitcher of this mortal frame, the deathleſs 
ſoul is not like water ſpilt upon the ground: for the 
pitcher being broken at the fountain, it runs to its 
original, and can be gathered up again. 


Hart happy day, that deſtroyeſt the laſt enemy; 
in which the ſleeping bones ſhall hear the call, and 
reunite into a ſyſtem! How ſhall the reproach of 
the grave be wiped away, when that which was 
fown in diſhonour, and ſhameful putrefaction, ſhall 
-be raiſed in glory? Then, O death, we ſhall no 
more be ſubject to thy power, when we ſhall call e- 
ternal life and immortality our own, * Rejoice not 
% apainſt me, O mine enemy; for though I fall by 


« thy hand, I ſhall ariſe again; and when I fit in 
« darkneſs 
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« darkneſs in the grave, even then the Lord will 
ec be a light unto me. 


On the reſurrection. 


Halt death always triumph over the human 
8 race, and hold theſe priſoners of the tomb in e- 
verlaſting chains? Will the Lord for ever deſpiſe 
che work of his hands, nor ever more repair theſe 
heaven-laboured frames of fleſh? Shall thoſe holy 
hands that were devoutly lifted up to heaven, thoſe 
knees that often were bended in humble ſupplica- 
tion before the throne, thoſe tongues that talked of 
his wonderful works, and uttered his praiſes, and 
all the other inſtruments of righteouſneſs, for ever 
lie in rubbiſh ? Shall the expectation of the poor al- 
ways fail? Have the martyrs bled in vain, who 
were tortured, not accepting deliverance ? Faithful 
is he who hath promiſed, who alſo will do it. It is 
the work of death to part the body from the ſoul, 
and then the grave cats up our fleſh, and even gnaws 
our bones, Yet ſhall your works be deſtroyed, ye 
frightful monſters ; bone ſhall come to his bone, duſt 
to his duſt ; and every parted ſoul re-enter its ag- 
cient habitation. 


IF it is marvellous in your eyes, ſhould it ba mar- 
vellous in his eyes, whoſe underſtanding is inflaite, 
whoſe power is not to be conceived? Lift up your 
eyes on high, who hath created all theſe God-like 
laminartes, and marſhals all their hoſt? Behold, 
he formed the eye, and bored the ear, and faſhioned 
all your members. By whom is his arm ſhortened, 
that he is not able to reſtore his workmanſhip when 
gone to diſſolution? We underſtand not the powers 

H h of 
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of angels; we are ſtruck with admiration at the cu- 
rious arts and witty inventions of puny mortals, and 
wonder how it is poſſible for them to give being to 
ſuch elaborate productions. The art of the painter 
is deſervedly amazing to thoſe who' are not formed 
by nature with ſuch myſterious ſkill, How is the 
poor Indian amazed at the moving machines of 
watches and clocks, which are eaſily formed by Eu- 
ropean artiſts ? With what inimitable art the ſkilful 
muſician {wells his notes, and ſweeps the vocal 
ſtrings? Are the ways of men above our ſhallow 


reach; and ſhall the ways of God be fully under- 
ſtood, ſeeing they are higher than our ways, as the 
heavens are higher than the earth ? 


WHex the myſtery of God ſhall be finiſhed, and 
the pregnant decree ſhall have travelled with her laſt 
birth, the Lord himſelf ſhall deſcend from heaven, 
with a ſhout, with the voice of the archangel, and 
with the trump of God, Behold, conſider, and ad- 
mire, the man of ſorrows, who was crucified, dead, 
and buried, is the God who quickens the dead. E- 
ven thoſe are made alive by him, who imbrued their 
hands in his blood, who pierced his hands and feet. 
© To this end he both died, roſe, and revived, that 
© he might be the Lord of the quick and dead.“ 


O $HRILL-VOICED trump of God, (whatever thou 
art), how ſhalt thou wound the reſt of many gene- 
rations ! The king ſhall hear thee beneath the vault- 
ed marble, and ſhall come forth without his crown; 
and the peaſant who ſleeps beneath the graſſy turf, 
ſhall ariſe at thy command, Ocean fhall hear and 
tremble in his deepeſt cavefns, and render up his 
dead, which long did float vpon his ſurface, and 

weltered 
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weltered to the winds, and at laſt were devoured by 


the finny inhabitants of the floods, 


PoevLovs aſſembly! Not one amiſſing of paſt, 
preſent, and future generations, Neither can they 
die any more. For, O thou laſt enemy! deſtructions 
are come to a perpetual end; though you have razed 
cities, and their memorial 1s periſhed with them, 
Now in your turn you ſhall be ſwallowed up in victo- 
ry. How glad would the ungodly be to find thee 
when pulled out like ſheep for the ſlaughter! They 
ſhall lift up, in that awful hour, a cry after thee, far 
more doleful than what was heard in Egypt, in the 
night fatal to their firſt- born. Gladly would they 
ſearch for thee in the bottom of the ocean, or pene- 
trate into the centre through interpoſing rocks, to 
find thee. But thou ſhalt flee from them, avd 
leave them to eat the fruit of their ways. Think 
on this diſmal tragedy, ye dead in treſpaſſes and fins, 
Yet are ye the priſoners of hope. Chriſt is the re- 
ſurrection and the life. Believe on him, and though 
ye be dead, then ſhall you live. Repent and be 
converted, every one of you, that your ſins may be 
blotted out, and not found, when they ſhall be 
ſought for, when the times of refreſhing ſhall come 
ſrom the preſence of the Lord. 


Tims of refreſhing indeed to all the followers of 
the Lamb ! Then ſhall his going forth be prepared 
as the morning, after a melancholy night of black- 
neſs, and darkneſs, and tempeſt ; or as the bear» 
teous ſpring, when ſhe comes after a ſurly winter, 
to ſtrow the earth with flowers, and clothe the naked 
trees in green attire, © Awake, and fing,” ſhall he 
fay, „ ye that dwell in duſt; for thy dew is as 
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« the dew of herbs, and the earth ſhall caſt forth 
„her dead, and ſhall no more cover her flain.” 


THEN ſhall thoſe who perhaps expired in mutual 
wounds, join hand and hand, and mutually partake 
in the Redeemer's purchaſe. There Mephiboſheths 
are not lame, nor Leahs tender-eyed, nor ſhall Ti- 
mothy be any more ſubject to his often infirmities. 
For he hall change our vile body, and make it like 
that glorious one which he bhimſelf doth wear. Fare- 
wel to pining fickneſs, Adieu, ye ghaſtly band of 
pale diſeaſes, diſtempers lingering and acute, hun- 
ger, and thirſt, and wearineſs. No more, O balmy 
ſleep ! ſhall we need thy welcome refreſhment, whea 


that which is ſown in, diſhonour, ſhall be raiſed in 
glory. a 


GREAT is your gain, ye faints, when ye exchange 
time for eternity! Nor is it only gain to your un- 
dying ſouls, but even to your putrefying clay; 
which, with inconceivable improvement, ſhall be 
reſtored you again, Nor is it a doubtful] event, Ye 
dead men of the Lord, together with his dead body 
ſhall you ariſe. For you he viſited the gloomy man- 
Lon of the grare. Your Redeemer has warmed 
your cold clay bed, and left a moſt delightful odour 
in the noiſome ſepulchre. He who brought Iſrael 
out of Egypt, and Jonah from the belly of the fiſh, 
and Daniel from the den of lions, will ſurely bring 
you from the grave: for the temples of the Holy 
Ghoſt will not always lie in rubbiſh, nor the mem- 
bers of the body of Chriſt for ever be forgotten in 
the pit of corruption. The Lord Jeſus Chriſt he is 
the head, the living head; and ye are the members 
of his body, of his fleſh, and of his bones. Hes 


the firſt-fruits; and ye are the full harveſt, He is 
| the 


On the reſurreftion and judgment. 9463 


the firſt-begotten from the dead ; and ye, as the 
younger brethren, ſhall be begotten in your ſeaſon, 
And with your clay, your characters ſhall riſe, and 
your righteouſneſs ſhall go forth as the light. For 
by the reſurrection from the dead, ye ſhall, like 
Chriſt, be declared the ſons of God with power. 


On the reſurrection and judgment. 


HERE is a time, (who knows how near ?), 
when, according to the tenor of the ſacred 
oracles, the myſtery of God ſhall be finiſhed, the 
Lord himſelf ſhall. deſcend with a ſhout, the dead 
ſhall be raiſed, the living ſhall be changed, the world 
ſhall be judged, Whatever great or dreadful] has 
been atchieved under the ſun, falls infinitely ſhort 
of the tranſactions of this awful day. Mercifully 
has our gracious God ſuppreſſed this day and hour 
in darkneſs, that we may never intermit our watch, 
©-did we make this. wiſe improvement of it ! 


MzTHiN&s the awful period is arrived. The 
drouſy world is loſt in ſecurity ; little dreaming of 
an extinguiſhed ſun, or falling ſtars. Some will-be 
buying and ſelling in the market, ſome will be de- 
dauching in the tavern, ſome will be planting trees, 
ſome will be building houſes, ſome will be marrying 
and giving in marriage; when, lo! the dreadful 
ſound of a trumpet, blown by a ſtrong-lung'd angel, 
{perhaps the ſame that once was heard on Sinai wax- 
ing louder and louder), ſhall wound the ear of na- 
ture, proclaiming the approach of the Judge, that 
an end, an end is come, and the faſhion of this world 


paſleth away. 
H-h 3 «BEHOLD, 
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« BEHOLD, he cometh with vlouds:“ innumerable 
angels attend his approach, and pour around his cha- 
riot : his radiant face eclipſes the luſtre of the ſun : 
beneath him a great throne, white as the ſnow, and 
fiery as the flame. Is this he who was born in Beth- 
lehem, and groaned in Calvary? whom ye inſulted, 
O malicious Jews, bending your knees before him 
in ſolemn mockery? Say now, miſtaken Cajaphas, 
whether did he or thou blaſpheme. 


Los had the priſoners of the grave ſlept in dark- 
neſs ; but now they awake out of their iron ſleep, 
they ſhake off the ſlumber of a thouſand ages. Now 
monuments render back their duſt, church-yards and 
burial-grounds pant and heave, Even palaces will 
then be found to have been but upper chambers to a 
tomb. And the ocean itſelf will ſeem to have been 
paved with human ſkulls. Strange to behold ! the 
fragments of bodies will fly through the air, to obey 
the ſignal of the trumpet, and join their fellow- 
members, however diſtant. Aſk not, ye profane, 
how can it be? For who hath ſhortened his arm: 
He who knit your bodies together at the firſt, can 
reunite your ſcattered duſt, though the four winds 
were warring for it. Three days did the prophet 
Jonah ſuffer a living death in the belly of the fiſh; 
but when the third morning gilded the mountains, 
and played upon the billows, the obedient monſter 
returned his ſacred gueſt untouched on the ſafe ſhore, 
So at the appointed ſeaſon, the grave, at the com- 
mand of God, ſhall caſt forth her dead, and the 
earth ſhall no more cover her ſlain, 


Mzan time the living ſhall undergo a change e- 
quivalent unto death, and this mortal ſhall put on 
upmortal-ry, This is. a great myſtery, Here let 
us 
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us leave it under a vail, and proceed to take a yiew 
of that moſt populous aſſembly, where Adam ſhall 
ſalute his youngeſt ſon, The billows are not ſo 
numerous that break upon the ſhore, nor the ſtars 
that glitter in the ſirmament. The edit of the Al- 
mighty King ſhall ſweep an area for this vaſt congre- 
gation, Here all civil diſtinctioas are buried. The 
mighty Ceſar ſtands upon a level with the meaneſt 
of the throng. No reſpect is paid to him that wore 
imperial purple. Here the great heroes of antiquity, 
ſhall ſtand unmarked and. unadered.. 


sr there on the left hand of the Judge, that 
direful croud, pale with horror and amazement ! 
How their eye-balls roll in wild affright ! what de- 
ſpair is in every geſture! Moſt gladly would they 
bleſs the grave to cover them, the flames to wrap 
them, the rocks to hide them, or the ſeas to ſweep 
them. from the preſence of him that ſits upon the 
throne. But mark on the right hand that tri- 
umphant aſſembly, who face the thunders with 
dauntleſs magnanimity ; when the ſtars are falling, 
their thoughts are fixed; when the earth is quaking, 
their heart 1s cncpraled. They view with calm ſe- 
renity the yawning gulf, the glorious Judge, and 
hail the happy morning of the reſurrection. Are 
theſe the forms that mouldered in the duſt! What 
roſy youth ſmiles in their countenances ! Once did 
they lie among the pots of fin and miſery; but now 
they are made as a dove, whoſe wings are covered with 
filver, and her feathers with yellow gold. Not one 


ſinner ſhall ſtand in this vaſt congregation of the righ- 
teous. 


On 
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- 


| sr thou deſcend, O my ſoul ! with awful 

ſtep into the doleful regions of. damnation ? 
Let thy heart meditate terror, The more ſhall thy 
fears be alarmed to fly from the wrath to come in 
this thy day of merciful viſitation : the more ſhall 
thy gratitude be awakened unto thy loving Saviour, 
who redeems thy life from deſtruction, and who ſays. 
unto thee, ** Fear not, I have the keys of hell and 
„death.“ But have the doors of the ſhadow of 
death been opened unto us? Who can preſume to 
give the geography of this diſmal territory, or con- 
fidently ſay, in what place of this large univerſe e- 
ternal juſtice has ordained this dolefal dungeon? 
Whether it ſhall be in the centre of the earth, or in 
ſome blazing comet, or far beyond the limits of this 
Fohtfome world, where chaos and eternal darknefs 
reign ; he only knows, before whom hell and deſtruc-: 
tion have no covering. No thoughts can reach, no 
words can paint the horrors. of this. dreary region,. 
where the miſerable inhabitants drink of the wrath 
of the Almighty, and know, by dreadful expe- 
rience, what is the power of his anger. Waving the 
metaphorical defcriptions of darkneſs, worms, and 
fire; there dwells the moſt reſtleſs and unſatisfied de- 
ſire, the moſt overwhelming ſhame, the moft horri- 
ble fear, the moſt diſmal ſorrow, the moit torment+ 
ing envy, the moſt unrelenting hardneſs of heart, 
and the moſt racking deſpair. 


Tur hunger, but there is no food to relieve 
their appetite : they thirſt, but there is no refreſh- 
ing fountain, rr even a cooling drop. Should ſenſual 
appetites remain, they never can be gratified. As Hea- 


then poets ſung of Tagtalus, burning with thirſt and 
| hunger: 
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hunger : Gladly would he ſnatch at the delicious ap- 
ples hanging over his head, or ſteal a cooling draught 
of water, that came up to his chin: but no ſooner 
did he make the fruitleſs attempt, than the apples 
fled from his graſp, and the waters from his taſte, 
So ſhall they“ ſnatch on the right hand, and be 
„hungry; and they ſball eat on the left, and ſhalt 
© not be ſatisfied : they ſhall eat every man the fleſh 
„of his own arm,” 


How will the impropriety of their paſt conduct 
expoſe them to the bitter taunts of inſulting devils, 
and to the painful upbraidings of their own hearts ! 
Fools that we were, for one morſel of meat, to ſel 
our heavenly birthright! for ſuch tranſitory de- 
lights, for ſuch little ſips of polluted joy, to awaken 
theſe everlaſting flames ! 

Wuar fearfulneſs and trembling ſhall come upon 
them, when they behold the angry face of God clad 
with an everlaſting frown ! who can behold it, and 
not be ſore amazed! Even the Son of God did 
ſwear great drops of blood when he beheld it. How 
then ſhall theſe feeble creatures endure ! 


Lo! heaven ſhuts its everlaſting doors upon them, 
while their minds are haunted with the ghaſtly ap- 
paritions of their departed joys. How keen mult be 
the forrow ! how cutting the anguiſh of ſuch a 
thought! I have eternally loſt'the incomparable hap- 


pineſs of yonder bleſſed abodes. Where are ye now, 
my pleaſing comforts? How have you fled away as 


a viſion of the night? , 


Nor will it be a ſmall part of their miſery, to en- 
5 the proſperity of the righteous, when they ſhall 
{eize their heayenly thrones, and tune their harps to 
ſtraios 
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ſtrains of higheſt rapture, When their horn ſhall 
* be exalted with honour, the wicked ſhall ſee it, and 


* be grieved: he ſhall gnaſh with the wo, and melt 
** away.” 


O 8H0cxix6c to think ! they will eternally hate the 
eternal excellency, becauſe they are hated of him, 
No more ſhall the divine Spirit excite the fainteſt mo- 
tion in their minds towards God or holineſs, The 
iron finew of their ſtubborn will, will grow more 
bard by theſe frerce flames. They may indeed re- 
pent; but their repentance worketh death. 


AHxxx hope ſupports under the greateſt preſſures; 
dut there that anchor ſhall be broken. Here the ſons 
of forrow will ſometimes ſink in ſoft repoſe, the couch 
will eaſe their complaint, and kind officious friends 
will fall on various methods to blunt the edge of the 
ſharpeſt pain, Even the tortured wretch, though 
dying hard and flow, may comfort himſelf with this, 
that his torments will ſhortly come to an end. But 
theſe can hope for no reſpite, nor period of their 
woes. How would it ſtamp a bow in their cloud, 
to think there were an end! But in vain, ſhould 
they ſhed an ocean of tears, and ſtretch out their ſup- 
pliant hands. Death will flee from them, conſigning 
them over to flat deſpair, Have pity uppn them, © 
ye their friends. Will no affectionate relation ſhed 
2 compaſhonate tear? Alas! the father will not 
pity his children, and the mother will have no 
compaſſion on the ſon of her womb: for they ſing 
Hallelujah when the ſmoke of their torment aſcend- 
eth for ever and ever. 


SURELY ** ſuch are the dwellings of the wicked: 
and this is the place of him that knowerh not 
God.“ O my ſoul! envy not their momentary hap- 
pineſls, 
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pineſs, come not into their ſecret, be not united 
© unto their aſſembly,” How much better is it for 
thee to ſtrive to enter in at the (trait gate, with theſe 
happy few that find it, than to go with the multitude 
in the broad way that leadeth unto deſtruction? Canſt 
thou fly too faſt from hell and damnation? Canſt 
thou be too cateful to avoid thoſe paths, which, 
though ſtrewed with roſes, lead down to the cham- 
bers of death? Whether is it better thy fleſh ſhould 
murmur, or thy ſoul ſhould periſh? O that know- 
ing theſe terrors of the Lord, our whole life might 
be one conſtant flight from the wrath that is to come! 
How miſerable are they who will not be perſuaded 
of the reality of everlaſting torments, by all the 
threatenings of the word, when it is declared by the 
faithful and true Witneſs, If they will not believe 
*« Moſes and the prophets, neither will they be per- 
* ſuaded, though one ſhould ariſe from the dead!“ 
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Loxr1ovs things are ſpoken of thee, O city of 
God! and of thoſe happy beings who walk 

thy golden ſtreets, and dwell in thy ivory palaces. 
They are all of them kings and prieſts unto God, 
Hail ye highly favoured of the Lord, ye nations of 
them that are ſaved! Now have ye received power 
over the nations vf numerous corruptions, and rule 
them with a rod of iron. — A crown, not of flowers, 
which fade, not of gold, which is alſo a corruptible 
thing ; but of glory, of righteouſneſs, of life, ſhall 
flouriſh on your heads. The throne of Chriſt him- 
ſelf receives you. Eternal ſhall be your triumph, 
ye happy victors, who have more than conquered, 
Therefore are ye arrayed in white robes, palms are 
in 
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in your hands, ſongs of ſalvation in your mouths.— 
The Lord is your inheritance, ye royal prieſthood, 
By Jeſus Chriſt your altar, ſhall you offer up the ſa- 
erifices of praiſe continually. You ſhall go no more 
out from the heavenly temple, as did the legal prieſts 
below; for he ſhall make you as the pillars of Jachin 
and Boaz in the temple of your God. In what flowery 
paths, by what living waters, ſhall the Lamb in the 
midſt of the throne conduct you, ye flock of his pa- 
ſture, for whom your good Shepherd did give his 
very life! Under what verdant ſhades ſhall you re- 
poſe, where the ſan ſhall not light on you, nor any 
heat! O happy reſt from fin and ſorrow into which 
ye have entered, ye people of God! No more ſhall 
ye weary yourſelves in the greatneſs of your way. 
Your underſtandings ſhall reſt in the contemplation 
of truth ; your wills in the fruition of good. Every 
wiſh is crowned, every deſire is gratiſied by God him - 
ſelf, your exceeding great reward. Plentiful feaſt 
to which ye are invited, where you feed upon the 
hidden manna, and taſte that the Lord is good. No 
more ſhall pale famine approach your bleſſed abodes, 
who are called to the marriage-fupper of the Lamb. 
O bliſsful viſion to which you are admitted! No more 
you ſee through a glaſs darkly. Not the back-parts 
only, but the face and ſimilitude of the Lord ſhall 
you behold. All ye beholding with open face this 
glory of the Lord, ſhall be ſatisfied and ſanQified at 
once. With joy, and in righteouſneſs, ſhall ye ſee 
his face, But, O thou exceeding great and eternal 
weight of glory! Eye hath not ſeen thee, ear bath 
not heard thee, heart hath not conceived, What 
tongue, what pen of angels can deſcribe thee ? There- 
fore by ſuch variety of metaphors art thou ſhadowed 
out in the book of God. 


O HEAVENLY Father! give me the light of the 
| knowledge 
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knowledge of thy glory. Irradiate my mind, 0 
divine Spirit! that in thy light I may know what 
is the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the 
ſaints. 


As delicious meat unto the tafte, as fragrant per- 
fume unto the ſmell, as melodious accents to the ear, 
as delightful colours to the eye; ſo is the knowledge 
of wiſdom unto the ſoul. But where ſhall wiſdom 
« be found, and where is the place of underſtand- 
« ing?” In vain you ſearch for it in theſe dull re- 
gions. Here, with laborious aſhduity, we dig for 
her as for hid treaſures. When found by many a 
painful effort, how far from ſatisfaftory? Neither 
do we find that knowledge is productive of holineſs 
in heart and life, How many, like that prodigious 
image, which Daniel beheld in the viſions of the 
night, have added feet of ſordid clay, to heads of 
pureſt gold? But in that happy country, the night of 
intellectual darkneſs no more attends her duſky ſhade, 
The tree of knowledge is the tree of life in the ce- 
leſtial paradiſe. Then each myſterious doctrine in 
religion ſhines brighter than the light, and full day 
pours on all the paths of heaven, How are the chan- 
nels of the deep waters diſcovered, through which 
the Almighty held his darkſome way ? 


Six too is baniſhed from thoſe bright abedes : for 
the people that dwell there ſhall be all righteous, 
No more ſhall the body of fn, and power of indwell- 
ing corruptions, fetch the cep groan from the bot- 
tom of the heart. That root of bitterneſs which 
hereaway was left, with bands of iron and braſs, is 


quite extirpated. No more ſhall Jacob and Eſau 
ſtruggle in the womb of the ſanctiſied ones, nor the 


law in the members war againſt the law of the mind. 
It is true, the militant graces ſhall reſign, when e- 
I 1 very 
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very enemy lies proſtrate on the field. Victorious 
faith and hor: now enter into reſt. But charity 
never faileth. Charity, which is the fulfilling of the 
law, ſhall burn in pureſt flames for ever and ever. 
Happy, thrice happy they, who have attained this 
holy perfection. Your harps fhall be always tuned, 
and your garments always white. Now are ye eaſed of 
your greateſt burden, and reſcued from the hands of 
your deadlieſt foe. No more ſhall wandering thoughts 
annoy your heart, nor idle words flow from your 
tongue. While we, alas! muſt ſore complain of vanity, 
perverſeneſs, and diſorder in mind, will, and affection. 


NE1THER ſhall there be any more pain; for ſor- 
row ſhall be turned into joy. O ye that rejoice in 
God above all, and in*Chriſt Jeſus, with joy un- 
ſpeakable, though now ye ſee him not; how ſhall 
you be comforted, when you ſhall behold his face 
in righteouſneſs, wearing {ſweet ſmiles: Will it not 
be good for you to be with him, who died for you; 
with him where he is, that you may behold his glory ? 
Then ſhall you ſee thoſe hands and feet that were 
Pierced, that fide which was wounded, that head 
which wore the thorny crown. Is this the man who 
groaned and died in Calvary for me! who deſcend- 
ed into the grave for me! Yes; this is the man, 
the God-man, Jeſus the ſame to-day, yeſterday, 
and for ever, No flight of years ſhall diffolve the 
myſterious union of his humanity with the divine per- 
fon of the eternal Son, 


Ar their ſprings of confolation are derived from 
this fountain of living waters; yet are there other 
conſiderations in which they ſhall rejoice, though 
with inferior delight. Then ſhall they come to you, 
ye innumerable company of angels, nor be ſtartled 
at familiar interyiews with you, though diſembodied . 
Creatures, 
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creatures, as they were in their mortal ſtate. Here 
you were the ſpectators of their conflicts, and the 
guardians of their virtue; then ſhall ye be the aſ- 
fociates of their bliſs, 


O COMFORTABLE ſociety! Then too ſhall we 
come to the general aſſembly and church of the firſt- 
born. Thoſe who have hved in diſtant periods of the 
world, ſhall meet in one congregation. The inha- 
bitants of diſtant regions ſhall be there; thoſe who 
dwelt in Britain and Judea. O large conimunion ! 
which no diſtance of time, no length of ſea or land, 
ſhall confine, no animoſity ſhall interrupt, world 
without end. There our grand parents eat the tree 
of life, no flaming ſword forbidding all acceſs, The 
patriarchs ſhall wander no more as pilgrims and 
ſtrangers, having found the country they deſired. 
There ſhall we ſee the venerable ſaint, whoſe faith 
enabled him & obey, without reluctance, the moſt 
difficult precept that ever was given; and him, whoſe 
invincible patience triumphed over the greateſt load of 
calamities. There ſhall we ſee the prophets who 
foretold, and the apoſtles who publiſhed the power 
and coming of his Majeſty ; and all the goodly 
company, who loved not their lives unto the death, 
but rendered their lives, by cruel tortures, for the love 
of the truth, How frequently is that complaint of 
the prophet to be taken up in theſe regions of ſor- 
row, Wo is me; for I am as when they gather 
* the ſummer- fruits, and there is no cluſter to eat; 
* the good man is periſhed out of the land!” But 
no ſinner ſhall be there, no deceitful hypocrite in all 
the fair aſſociation, | 


No will they be inſenſible of joy from the glories 
of that delightful place where they ſhall dwell. 0 
the novelty, the beauty, the grandeur of the heaven 

q of 
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df heavens, the houſe-not made with hands, the ci- 
ty that hath foundations, infinitely ſurpaſſing the 
temple of Solomon, and the city of David! Beauti- 
ful was the earthly paradiſe, and beautiful the earth-. 
ly Canaan; yea, beautiful is this habitable earth, 
where many of the enemies to God reſide. What then 
muſt be the heavenly paradiſe, the heavenly Canaan, 
which Gad hath prepared for them that love him ! 


AND O with what fair bodies ſhall they be clo-. 
thed, who have put on immortality ! The inhabi- 
*««;tant_ of that land ſhall not ſay, I am fick ;” but 
2 countenance ſhall ſmile with roſy celeſtial youth 

or evermore. 17 
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Tus hell they have avoided will accent their 
foogs of falyation; and the world they have eſcaped 
will ſerve as a foil to their bliſs. Thus it inhanced 
the miraculous deliverance of the Iſraelites, to fee 
from the ſafe ſhore the wretched Egvptians tumbling 
in the ocean ; and as the waſte and howling wilder- 
neſs gave additional charms to the land that flowed. 
with milk and honey. 


No will you be inactive throvgh long eternity. 
You reſt not day nor night; yet ſhall you be ſtran- 
gers to wearineſs and fatigue. To praiſe him ſhall be 
your element; to teach the arches of your lofty pala- 
ces to reſound with the name of him.you loved, will 
be your delightful employment, while ages roll away. 


Fok, O eternity! eternity! it is thine to crown 
the joys above. Thou art the knot which bindeſt 
the bundle of life together. Without the thought of 
thee, dim ſadneſs would not ſpare the faces of the 
bleſſed, their ſongs would be marred with 8 
diſcordance, and all the bliſsful boy 
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